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ABOUT ARK 
Ark Kings Academy is part of the Ark network. Ark is an international education charity 
which runs a network of 35 high-achieving, non-selective schools in Birmingham, Hastings, 
London and Portsmouth. Our schools give children and young people from all backgrounds 
an exceptional education and real choices about their future. Ark has also just opened its first 
school in India.
 
Each Ark school has its own distinctive character but they all share the same goal: to make sure 
every child can go to university or pursue the career of their choice.



“ We have high 
expectations for all our 
students and believe 
each and every one of 
them can achieve their 
full potential.”
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WELCOME TO 
ARK KINGS ACADEMY
Welcome to Ark Kings Academy
 
At Ark Kings Academy, our goal is simple: we want every child to be well prepared academically and 
socially for university or the career of their choice.
 
Ark Kings is a small school but a big family. We are committed to serving our local community: we 
meet the needs of each individual student and have the highest expectations of every one of them. We 
are in the business of transforming the life chances of every student who comes to this school and we’re 
succeeding: in 2015 we were named the most improved academy in the country.
 
This is an exciting time to join Ark Kings Academy. In January 2017 we will move into our brand new 
school building which will provide our students with a modern and inspiring learning environment. In 
2015 we were the country’s most improved academy and Birmingham’s most improved school.  This 
success continued in 2016 with our Progress 8 score of +0.5 (estimated at time of going to print) which 
is likely to position us among the top 5% of schools in the country.  This demonstrates that students at 
Ark King’s make significantly better progress during their time at school than the national average.
 
I am very excited about the future of Ark Kings and I’d love to show you around.  Please get in touch to 
arrange a visit and find out more about our school.
 

Roger Punton
Principal



Ark Kings Academy is a mixed, non-selective secondary school for 11–16 
year olds. Our motto is Aspire. Expect. Achieve. 

n  We encourage every student to aspire to great things in their lives – 
both in what they can do now and what they can do in the future.

n  Students can expect to be taught well in an orderly and industrious 
environment. In return, they can expect to work hard, be respectful of 
others and make no excuses. 

n  We believe every student can achieve. We won’t accept any excuses 
and we won’t make any either. We’ll do whatever we can to help each 
student to succeed each and every day.

All our staff work hard to make sure our students leave school with:

n  High value academic qualifications that give them a basis for further 
training, education or employment – we particularly focus on English 
and mathematics.

n  Outstanding character and attitude to learning – these will help 
them to be successful in their school, home and work life.

n  Employability skills that make our students stand out in the 
workplace, and personal skills to complement their academic 
qualifications.

At Ark Kings Academy every student will make excellent progress, 
develop outstanding character and be successful in life, education 
and employment.

OUR VISION
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“ From the start of the day to the 
end of the day our students are in 
an environment that is nurturing, 
challenging and extremely 
rewarding for children.”
Patrick Horner  
Vice Principal  
(Teaching and Learning)



Michael Kolawole
ICT Teacher

In ICT we help students 
master the skills and 
knowledge they will need 
to be successful in further 
education, employment 
and our modern society. 
At Ark Kings we are 
embracing changes to the 
ICT curriculum, exposing 
students to computer 
programming techniques 
so that they can use new 
technologies to their full 
potential.
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Ashana Jesmin
Science Teacher

Every Science lesson 
at Ark Kings starts with 
an exciting practical 
or demonstration to 
engage our students and 
increase their curiosity. 
As a teacher, I love being 
able to help students 
understand the scientific 
principles which underpin 
the world around them. 
It is pleasing to see the 
look on their faces when 
they have understood a 
concept or a phenomena 
in lesson and nothing can 
replace that feeling.

Elizabeth Rhodes
Head of English

Our new English Mastery 
curriculum applies 
the most innovative 
educational research to 
ensure that all Year 7 
students catch up with 
and exceed national 
expectations in reading 
and writing. Added to this, 
we have a wide range of 
enrichment opportunities 
including an annual trip to 
see Shakespeare being 
performed at the world 
famous Globe theatre in 
London.

MEET OUR STAFF
Mark Dalton
Vice Principal 
(Achievement)

Ark Kings is a school 
where students attend 
well, behave well, learn 
well and achieve well.  
Teaching is specifically 
tailored to ensure that 
all students make 
excellent progress 
and staff have high 
expectations ensuring 
that young people develop 
outstanding character in 
order to be successful 
in life, education and 
employment.



High expectations 
We set ambitious targets for our students. Every half term, we check that 
students are set to meet these targets – if they’re not, we take action to get 
them back on track.

Exemplary behaviour 
Our school is characterised by an orderly and calm environment. We 
expect students to be well mannered and treat other students, staff and 
parents with respect. Staff deal with misbehaviour quickly, and praise good 
behaviour.
 

Our smart uniform and logo reflect our local history and were chosen by 
our students. We expect all students to wear their uniform with pride and 
to be ambassadors for the academy at all times - both during and outside 
the school day. 

Excellent teaching 
Good teachers make a bigger difference to students than anything else in 
school. That’s why we dedicate more time to training our teachers than 
most schools. It means our students enjoy expert teaching at all stages of 
their school life. 

Like other Ark schools, we use the Six Pillars in everything we do.

OUR APPROACH
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“ Excellent behaviour is about more 
than just good manners. We teach 
students to respect our staff, their 
peers, and themselves.”
Sean McCay
Vice Principal  
(Behaviour and Safety)



Depth before breadth
Doing well in English and maths is crucial for students, as it 
helps them to succeed in other areas. That’s why all our students 
– regardless of age or ability – have an hour of each of these 
subjects every day.

If students are behind in English and maths we will give them 
extra time and support to catch up and keep up. If necessary, 
they can study fewer subjects until they are competent enough in 
English and maths to take on a broader range. 

More time for learning 
Our school day is longer than most schools. In a typical week, 
our students get around five hours more teaching than average. 
This gives our students more time to progress academically. It 
also allows them to take part in extracurricular activities which 
develop their wider personal, social, sporting and musical skills.

Knowing every child
We’re a small school, and we’re proud of it. We strongly believe 
in the benefit of being a small school – one where every student 
is known well. 

Our size means we can cater for the needs of all students, giving 
them the time and attention they need to achieve. It also allows 
us to work closely with parents to keep them well informed and 
actively engaged in their children’s education.
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Each year we hold three ENRICHMENT DAYS. On these days we bring the 
whole school together to try new experiences and develop students’ future 
study and career aspirations. In the past year, students have visited Oxford 
University to find out from students what life at university is really like. 
They’ve also developed their business skills by creating their own brand 
of popcorn, and have learned to problem solve and work as a team on an 
outdoor pursuits day.

We also offer a full programme of after-school activities, including 
anything from Thai boxing to debating and student journalism.

As an Ark school, we can offer experiences that wouldn’t otherwise be 
available to students. For example, every year students from Ark Kings 
travel to London to take part in a special music gala at the Barbican 
arts centre in London. As well as making school life more enjoyable, 
enrichment gives students the confidence, skills and experience to succeed 
in future.

We help students to develop skills in areas such as communication, 
creativity, problem-solving and sport.

AN ENRICHING SCHOOL LIFE
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“ I love to see students grow in 
confidence. They leave Ark Kings 
not just with great qualifications,  
but also the social and 
communication skills to be 
successful in the big wide world.”
Katie Marshall 
French Teacher and Head of Enrichment
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English
We use the English Mastery curriculum to ensure all students succeed 
in English. It combines a wide study of literature – from Victorian and 
modern novels through to poetry and Shakespeare – with technical 
grammar instruction and a strong emphasis on reading for pleasure.

By helping scholars to really master English, it gives them essential skills 
that will not only help them to do well in other subjects, but that they will 
need long after they have left school. English Mastery also helps students 
to develop a love of literature that will stir their imaginations, open their 
minds and enrich their school lives.

Beyond the curriculum, students also have the opportunity to participate 
in national Spelling Bees, debating and slam poetry competitions, as well 
as dynamic author visits and theatre trips across the UK. 

Mathematics
At Ark Kings we use a curriculum where students spend additional time 
exploring concepts, using in class discussions and problem-solving to 
develop confidence in their understanding. This ensures students have a 
solid foundation on which to develop their mathematics abilities.  

We encourage students to put their maths knowledge to the test through 

We provide a curriculum that helps prepare students for further and higher 
education and that allows students to pursue a career of their choice.

AN INNOVATIVE CURRICULUM

“ The curriculum at Ark Kings is 
unashamedly focused on high value 
qualifications. Our curriculum is 
as innovative and exciting as it is 
rigorous and challenging.”
Mark Dalton
Vice Principal (Achievement)



fun but challenging competitions. Every year, students take part in the United 
Kingdom Mathematics Trusts, where they get the chance to compete against 
schools from across the country.

Literacy 
Every student in Years, 7, 8 and 9 spends 30 minutes a day on literacy. In these 
lessons pupils are taught the basics of grammar and spelling. Importantly, 
students are also encouraged to develop the habit of reading for pleasure, with 
every student required to have their own reading book on the go at any given 
time, and designated time for reading incorporated into both literacy lessons and 
form times. We take a rigorous approach to developing and tracking the progress 
students are making in literacy because we know literacy is essential if students 
are to be successful at school and in later life.

Numeracy
Numeracy is a proficiency which is developed mainly in mathematics but also 
in other subjects. It is more than an ability to do basic arithmetic. It involves 
developing confidence and competence with numbers and measures. It requires 
an understanding of the number system, a repertoire of mathematical techniques, 
and an inclination and ability to solve problems in a range of contexts. 

Numeracy also demands understanding of the ways in which data is gathered by 
counting and measuring, and presented in graphs, diagrams, charts and tables. 
At Ark Kings we are committed to developing these skills in all students in order 
to support learning in all areas of the curriculum and so that students acquire 
the skills necessary to help achieve success in further education, employment and 
adult life.

Religious Education
RE at Ark Kings is an opportunity for students to gain an insight into the various 
beliefs which shape our world and to reflect on their own points of view. We 
address profound philosophical questions relating to the existence of God and the 
origins of human existence and consider tricky moral dilemmas. Our curriculum 
emphasises understanding and tolerances of all faiths and none. Pupils’ learning 
is enriched through visits to different places of worship, interfaith workshops and 
special events such as World Philosophy Day.

Parents and carers have the right to ask that their child be wholly or partly 
excused from receiving RE lessons at Ark Kings. Please get in touch to find out 
more.
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OUR NEW SCHOOL

With climate controlled 
classrooms which maximise the 
use of natural light, a three court 
sports hall and dance studio, and 
specialist facilities for teaching 
technology, our new building 
will support us on our journey 
to become an outstanding school 
which successfully serves its 
local community. Work began 
in summer 2015 and we will 
welcome students and staff into 
our brand new school in early 
2017.
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Our new building will provide our students with state of the art 
teaching facilities, and a modern and inspiring learning environment.



Gifted and talented students 
We’re not content with gifted and talented students simply achieving the 
expected level for their year. We make sure all our students are challenged 
and supported to excel. By carefully assessing students, we give them the 
right kind of challenges to extend their learning.

Students with English as an additional language
Students who speak English as an additional language will benefit from 
our emphasis on the core curriculum. We will give them extra support 
until they reach the expected achievement for their age in English, 
including careful assessment and the chance to learn in small groups.

Students with Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
We believe that it is vitally important to identify and assess children with 
special educational needs, so that we can give them tailored support. Our 
skilled teachers and learning support assistants will support students in 
class, in small groups or in sessions outside the classroom.
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“ The teachers are very friendly and 
will support you. They help you 
outside of class with subjects you 
need help in.”

HELPING EVERY CHILD TO ACHIEVE
Every child can achieve. But all children are different. That’s why we 
tailor our approach to suit our students.

Jordan, Year 9



APPLYING FOR A PLACE
Ark Kings Academy is a non-selective, non-denominational, mixed school serving 11–16 year olds. 
We admit up to 120 Year 7 places each year. To apply, you’ll need to go through the Birmingham City 
Council website – just visit www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions.

When we admit students, we prioritise children with statements of special educational needs. Then, if 
our academy is oversubscribed, we offer places to children in the following order of priority:

n “Looked After” or previously looked after children.
n  Children of staff at the academy, where the staff member is filling a post for which there is 

demonstrable skill shortage as approved by Ark Schools. (Limited to one place in each form of entry 
in any year.)

n  Children who, at the time of the admission, have a sibling, resident at the same address, who 
attends the academy.

n  Children of staff at the academy where the parent has been employed in the academy for two or 
more years at the time the application is made. (Limited to one place in each form of entry in any 
year.)

n  Children who live closest to the academy by straight line distance from their home to the main 
entrance. 

We’ll keep a waiting list which is used to fill casual vacancies if students leave during the year or 
withdraw from a place that has been offered.
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HELPING CHILDREN GET READY FOR  
SECONDARY SCHOOL
At Ark Kings we know children perform at their best when they feel happy and secure. That’s 
why we offer a non-residential summer school for all our new Year 7s. At summer school 
children get to know each other, and the school, so that they feel prepared for – and excited 
about – their move to secondary school.



GET IN TOUCH
We’d love to tell you more about what 
we can do for your child. If you have 
any questions, or if you want to book an 
appointment to look around our school, 
please just call or email us.

Ark Kings Academy
Shannon Road
Birmingham 
B38 9DE

Telephone: 0121 459 4451

Email: info@arkkingsacademy.org
Website: www.arkkingsacademy.org
      @arkkings

Ark Kings Academy

Aspire. 
Expect. 
Achieve.


