
Year 3           Autumn 2         Topic         The Roman Empire 

What did the Romans ever do for me? 
Summary 

Beginning in 27BC, the first 200 years of Roman Empire is called the Pax Romana, which means ‘Roman peace’ and it was a 

time of great prosperity for the Romans.   Roman armies were known for being excellent in battle.  They used their weapons 

well, they worked well as a team, and they nearly always defeated their enemies.  As a result, they won a lot of land, claiming 

large parts of land all around the Mediterranean Sea.   

The Romans successfully invaded Britain in 43 AD. Julius Caesar had tried to conquer Britain a couple of times before, in 

55 and 54 BC , but hadn’t been victorious. The first time he had to leave because his ships were getting ruined in a storm, 

and the second time he had to turn around and go back to Gaul.  The Roman army fought battles with the Celts, who tried 

to defend Britain, but in the end the Roman army were triumphant, adding more land to their Empire. This meant that Roman 

culture had a huge influence on British culture, and it’s why finding Roman artefacts and ruins of Roman walls and buildings 

is so common in the British Isles today.  The Romans left Britain in 410AD because the armies were needed to defend other 

parts of their Empire.   

Key Vocabulary Key Questions 

Empire 

 

Julius 

Caesar 

 

Claudius 

 

 

Celts  

 

 

 

Boudicca 

 

 

invaded 

 

victories 

 

prosperity 

 

defeated 

 

conquer 

                      

emperor 

 

Gaul 

 

 

 

 

culture 

 

artefacts 

 

Villa 

 

Mosaic 

 

 

 

 

barbarian 

kingdom 

 

(100BC-44BC) famous leader of 

Rome 

 

(10 BC-54 AD) the fourth Roman 

emperor.  

 

 all of the people who lived in Britain 

and northwest Europe during the 

Iron Age – from 600 BC to 43 AD 

 

(30AD-61AD) A Celtic Queen who 

led a rebellion against the Romans 

 

attacked, raided 

 

wins 

 

wealth, success, fortune 

 

beaten, lost, overpowered 

 

defeat, overcome, get the better of 

 

ruler, king 

 

area of Europe during the Iron Age, 

comprising modern-day France and 

parts of Belgium, western Germany, 

and northern Italy. 

 

Values, beliefs 

 

Objects, articles, pieces 

 

house 

 

a piece of art or image made from 

the assembling of small pieces of 

coloured glass, stone, or other 

materials 

 

savage, brute, thug 

Was Julius 

Caesar the 

first Roman 

Emperor? 

 

 

 

Who was 

Emperor when 

Britain was 

defeated? 

 

Did the 

Romans 

destroy 

Britain? 

 

 

 

Where did 

the Romans 

base 

themselves? 

Did the 

Roman Army 

invade 

Scotland? 

 

Did anyone 

rebel against 

the Roman 

Army? 

 

Who ruled 

Britain after 

the Romans? 

No. Julius Caesar was appointed ‘Imperator’, which 

meant Roman leader for the rest of his life. in 45BC, 

as there was no such thing as an emperor at that 

time.  The first Roman emperor was Caesar 

Augustus in 27 BC, who was Julius Caesar’s adopted 

son.  

 

The invasion of Britain happened while Claudius was 

Emperor. 

 

 

 

Actually no, Claudius made sure that they improved 

it.  When the Romans arrived, they got to work 

straight away building roads and forts, so they could 

transport soldiers around the country. They also built 

things that they would have used if they were still in 

Italy, like bath houses and villas. 

 

When the Romans were in Britain. They based 

themselves in London, which they called Londinium. 

 

 

The Romans decided they didn’t want to take over 

land as far north as Scotland, so they built 

Hadrian’s  wall to separate England and Scotland and 

keep out the Celtic tribes who lived there. 

 

Many Celts, including Boudica tried. But although 

Boudicca’s campaign was initially successful, her 

forces were defeated at the Battle of Watling 

Street in 61 AD. 

 

The Anglo-Saxons were the next group to rule 

England.  

 

Visual Prompts 

 Map of the Roman Empire 43AD                          Boudicca
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