
Year 3          Spring 1         Topic         Explorers 

Is it a good idea for humans to explore the unknown? 

Summary 

Throughout history, people have had a desire to see new places, wondering what was beyond the next mountain, ocean, river, or even planet. These 
people, known as explorers, went to new, undiscovered places. Most explorers like the adventure of going to a new place, meeting new peoples and 
cultures, or taking on new challenges, then sharing their knowledge with the world.  
As explorers make journeys into the unknown, they make records of their travels. From the explorers of thousands of years ago who set out in small 
boats to modern day astronauts, human beings have set out to explore new territories. Explorers document their discoveries through telling stories, 
drawing pictures, making maps and keeping diaries. These days, they take photos and videos and share their explorations on social media. 

Key Questions 

When was the Age of Exploration? 

The Age of Exploration took place between the 15th and 17th centuries. It is sometimes it is called the Age of Discovery. 
When happened during the Age of Exploration? 
During this time many countries in Europe sent out explorers to discover new lands, find trade routes, seek treasure, and gain territory for their 
country. Much of the world was mapped and many world civilizations came into contact with each other.  
Why do people choose to explore? 
The reasons for exploration can vary. Some include: 

Trade - Many countries and rulers funded explorers in order to find new trade partners and goods. In some cases they hope to find new trade routes 
that would help them to transport goods cheaper than their competitors. 

Gold - Often explorers have been in search of riches and treasure. 

Science - In many cases, explorers are scientists hoping to learn about nature and new parts of the world. They may be hoping to find a new species of 

animal or type of plant.  

Land - Many explorers claimed the land they found in the name of their country. This was particularly true of European explorers who claimed to 
discover places that were already inhabited by indigenous people Countries like Spain, Portugal, and Great Britain amassed huge empires during the 

Age of Exploration.   

Challenge - Many explorers want to test their personal limits and be the first in the world to do something. These types of explorers include the men 

who raced to be the first to the North and South Poles, the top of Mount Everest, and to the Moon.   
Where might people explore? 
People might explore the seven continents of the world: Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, South America, Oceania, The Artic or The Antarctic.  
They might explore mountains, such as Mount Everest, or venture into outer space. 
Is there anywhere left on Earth to explore? 
Yes, there are many places in the world left to explore. In fact, we know more about space than we do about under the water of the seas of our 
planet. 
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Key Vocabulary 

explorer - a person who travels and discovers 
an area that is not known. 

expedition - a journey taken for a reason. sherpa - a member of a Tibetan people living in 
Nepal who are known for their expertise in 
mountain climbing. 

territories - an area or region of land. cultures - the language, customs, ideas, and art 
of a particular group of people. 

indigenous – native, comes from that country. 
 

inhabited – lived in, populated. funded – to supply money, to pay for. circumnaviagate - to go entirely around. 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/renaissance/age_of_exploration_and_discovery.php


   

 


