
Year 5        Spring 1          Topic        Earth and Space 

Are Astronauts Glamourised? 
Summary 

The solar system is made up of the sun and everything that orbits around it, including planets, moons, asteroids, comets and meteoroids. It extends 
from the sun, called Sol by the ancient Romans, and goes past the four inner planets all of which are formed of rock and are relatively small. It then 
continues through the Asteroid Belt to the four gas giants and on to the disk-shaped Kuiper Belt and far beyond to the teardrop-shaped heliopause. 
Scientists estimate that the edge of the solar system is about 9 billion miles away from the Sun. Earth’s Moon has been visited by humans many times 
and was part of a very competitive ‘Space Race’ between the Russia and the USA. The USA finally declared victory when they sent the first man to 
walk on the moon, although the first man in space was Russian. 
Recently, space exploration has become more popular once again, with other countries setting up space programmes including Great Britain and China. 
All of which are hoping to explore other planets or find out whether we are alone in the universe. 

Key Vocabulary Visual Prompts 

Asteroid – A small rocky body orbiting the sun 

Celestial – Positioned in or relating to the sky, or outer 

space as observed in the astronomy 

Geocentric – Where people believed the earth was at the 

centre of the solar system 

Heliocentric – Representing the sun as the centre of the 

solar system, the modern view of the solar system  

Orbit – The regularly repeated oval course of a celestial 

object around a star or planet 

Planet – A celestial body moving in orbit round a star 

Rotation – The action of rotating about an axis or centre 

Solar system – The collection of eight planets and their 

moons in orbit round the sun 

Star – A fixed luminous point in the night sky which is a 

large, remote body like the sun 

Sun – The star round which planets orbit 

Moon – A natural satellite of any planet 

 
 

 

 

 

Key Questions 

How old is planet Earth? 
 
 
How many stars are in 
space? 
 
 
 
 
Has anyone ever visited 
another planet? 

Planet Earth is over 4.5 billion 
years old. 
 
It is impossible to know. There 
are 200-400 billion stars in 
just our galaxy and there are 
estimated to be billions of 
galaxies. 
 
No one has ever been to another 
planet, although we have sent 
robots to Mars. 

 
 


