
 
Year 6           Autumn 2          Topic         World War Two 

Can you hold a whole country accountable for the actions of a few? 
Summary 

World War 2 lasted from 1939 to 1945. It was fought in Europe, in Russia, North Africa and in Asia. 60 million people died 

in World War 2. About 40 million were civilians. Children as well as adults were affected by the war. Hitler’s aim was the 

destruction of the Jewish race. At the time, approximately nine million Jews lived in the 21 countries of Europe that were 

be occupied by Germany during the war. By 1945 two out of every three European Jews had been killed. Although Jews 

were the primary victims, hundreds of thousands of Roma (Gypsies) and at least 250,000 mentally or physically disabled 

people were also victims of Nazi genocide.  

Visual Prompts Key Vocabulary 

 
“Work sets you free” – Auschwitz Concentration 

Camp 

 

 

Holocaust Mass murder of Jews and other people by the 

Nazis. 

Concentration 

Camp 

Prison where Hews and other prisoners were kept 

by the Nazis. 

Nazi Short for National Socialist Party (in Germany). 

A follower of Hitler was a Nazi. 

Kristallnacht On November 9, 1938 many Jewish homes and 

businesses were burnt down or vandalized. This 

night was called the Kristallnacht. 

Civilians People not in the armed forces. 

Liberate To free from an enemy’s control. 

War crime Mass murder or cruel treatment of people during 

a war. 

Censorship Controlling what people say or write. 
 

Key Questions Timeline 
Why did the holocaust happen?  

Hitler hated Jewish people and blamed them for 

Germany losing World War I. Hitler also believed in the 

superiority of the Aryan race. He wanted to create a 

race of perfect people.  

 

What was a ghetto? 

During World War II, when the Nazis would take over a 

city in Europe, they would force all of the Jewish people 

into one area of town, a ghetto. It was fenced with 

barbed wire and guarded. There was little food, water, 

or medicine available. It was crowded with multiple 

families sometimes sharing a single room to live in.  

 

What were concentration camps? 

Jewish people were brought to concentration camps. 

They were told they were relocating to a new and 

better place, but this was not the case. Concentration 

camps were like prison camps. People were forced to do 

hard labour. The weak were quickly killed or died of 

starvation. Some camps even had gas chambers. 

 

How did Jewish people protect themselves? 

Many Jewish people hid from the Nazis during World 

War II. They would hide with non-Jewish families. 

Sometimes they would pretend to be a part of the 

family and sometimes they would hide in hidden rooms 

or in a basement or attic. Some were able to eventually 

escape across the border into a free country, but many 

hid for years sometimes in the same room.  

 

Who was Anne Frank? 

Anne Frank was a young Jewish girl. She and her family 

hid from the Nazis for two years before they were 

betrayed and captured. Anne died in a concentration 

camp, but her diary survived to tell her story. 

 

 

 



 


