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Mission Statement 
At Ark Kings Academy every student 

will make excellent progress, develop 

outstanding character and be 

successful in life, 

education and 

employment 

We have come to the end of half  term 5 of the academic year and the first half term in our new  

building.  We have only been in this new building for 6 weeks but it seems like we have never been         

anywhere else!  I have been really impressed with the way in which students have just adapted to our 

new environment and made it feel like home with their Ark family.  We really are very fortunate to be 

in a brand new building with great facilities, dedicated professional and caring staff, offering the best 

educational opportunities.  This is what I expect in ‘my school, your school, our school’. 

 

Our Year 11 students are in the middle of their final GCSE examinations. We wish them well and 

hope all their hard work, resilience and determination will pay off and allow them to progress to    

further and eventually higher education.  We look forward to the results days in August and the           

excitement this will bring. 

 

As I walk  around the school on a daily basis, I am always proud of the conduct and appearance of our 

students, however I am becoming increasingly more proud of the effort and determination students 

are applying to the quality of  their work, from presentation, to developing the academic rigour of the 

work produced.  This bodes very well for achieving the attainment needed to be successful, but also 

for developing the correct work ethos and habits for life. 

 

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your children attend school everyday with an    

exemplary standard of uniform and positive attitude. 

 

May I wish you a safe and enjoyable half term and look forward to welcoming our student back to Ark 

Kings on Monday 5th June at 8.25 am.  
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Celebrating Student Achievement at Ark Kings 

At Ark Kings students are motivated to lead the way as role models for others through a culture of      

rewards that regularly celebrates pastoral and academic achievement. The final day in our old building 

saw the Spring Achievement Assembly recognise the academic and pastoral achievements of a whole 

host of students. Winners received a certificate, an Amazon voucher and some even won a Kindle.  

Alongside the academic awards many students were celebrated for their overall contribution to daily life 

at Ark Kings. Student of the Term for each year group was awarded to: Emily Hatton, Heather Neath,      

Mackenzie Mullings, Lois Brookes and Rafael Oliviera. Forms of the Term were: 7C, 8B, 9A, 10B, 11B.  

There were also prizes awarded for Outstanding Attitude to Learning and 100% Attendance.  

Congratulations to all! 

This term, look out for Pastoral Praise Postcards from Heads of Year Learning and Subject Student of 
the Week certificates!  

“The Principal’s Award is awarded each year to a student who upholds the Academy’s values - aspire,     
expect, achieve, together. This year it was awarded to Abdinur Ismael (Y9)” 

Aspire. Expect. Achieve. Together. 

Take a look at a gallery of images of 
our new state of the art building. 

Springtime 

Spring time has come but it is 
yet to be over 

The rarest of all sits a four leaf 
clover 

It surrounds a bulb that will 
soon be grown 

You can pick them too and 
keep them for your own 

They’ll grow into a patch of 
beauty 

And show such elegance and 
purity 

They sway with the wind  

Like two ballroom dancers  

They attract the other insects 
like prey and pounces 

 

Emily Hatton - Year 7 

 

 



 

                                                       Aspire. Expect. Achieve. Together. 

A selection of some of our amazing facilities here at Ark Kings 
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Summer Enrichment Electives are here! 

What do you gain from participating in an elective? 

• The opportunity to get involved in an area of interest beyond the rest of the curriculum. 

• A chance to try something new, something different. 

• Time spent collaborating with students from across years 7, 8 and 9. 

• A chance to work with a teacher who doesn’t teach you as part of the rest of the timetable. 

• A chance to improve yourself and support the improvement of others 

• Enjoyment! 

26

Elective Menu

Free choice:

• CAD (3D Computer Aided 
Design)

• Code Club

• Classics

• Freethink

• Dance

• Classic Board Games

• Sports Science

• Next Stop Hollywood –
Stop Frame Animation

Year Specific:

• Sports Coaching & 
Leadership (Y7&Y8)

• Band Musicianship 
(Y8&9)

Selective:

• HSBC School Bank

• Colour Club

• Philm Club

• School Newsletter

• Vocal Collective

• AKA Green Thumbs

• Cushions!

• Arts & Designs

• Poetry & Spoken Word

• Portuguese Club

 
One of the new Electives was ‘School Newsletter’ (Mr. Colwell & Mrs. Cartwright) 

At Ark Kings we have a whole host of students who aspire to have their voices heard. This new page is dedicated to all the students 
here at Ark Kings Academy, designed and written by the School Newsletter Elective team. We plan on including interviews with 
students and the local community, games, shout outs and examples of amazing student work, but we also want to hear from you! 
If you have any ideas for the page, let one of our team know and we will do our best to make it happen. Alternatively, if you think 
you would like to get involved, sign up for the School Newsletter Elective next term! 

Introducing our School Newsletter Team …..  

Kyra Johns  

7A 

Grace Brosnan 

7D 

Sky Kirk       

7D 

                                                           

Omarrion  Robinson-Cunningham             

7A 

Courtney  Smith    

7C 

Elliemae Beeson          

7A 
Megan Greening 

7C 

Please see the following page for our first assignment! 

Naomi Jeffrey 

7A 
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A warm welcome to new members of staff …... 
Our School Newsletter Team did an amazing job with their first task of interviewing the new staff 

that have joined the Ark Kings family this term. They met as a group to decide on what questions to 

ask the different staff members and then arranged formal interviews with them. The feedback we 

had from the staff that were interviewed was fantastic they all commented on how professional the 

students were.  

Ms. K. Shaw 

Palce2Be School       

Project Manager 

 

Interviewed by: 

Omarrion Robinson- 

Cunningham—7A 

What do you think about our new school? 
I think it is really nice and open. I’m in a great location – right next to the pastoral & SEN team. 
 
Why did you choose this career? 
I chose this career as I love to help. I like hearing children’s stories and how they cope with difficulties. I am 
always amazed by how resilient children can be. 
 
Where did you work before working here? 
I worked for Place2Be in a primary school in Chelmsley Wood, near Solihull. I also counsel students in a 
sixth form college.  
  
Who inspired you to become the person you are today? 
My mum inspired me. She was always very kind and calm. She listened to me and helped me solve problems. 
This was very empowering for me. 
 
How did you hear about Ark Kings? 
I was already working for Place2Be and knew about the school. I also have friends who used to work at the 
school and they told me what a supportive environment it is to work in.  
 
Do you have any hobbies or interests? 
I have 2 young children to look after which takes up a lot of my time.  I take my son to cricket and football.  I 
like spending time listening to music and dancing. 
 
If you weren’t doing this job what  else would you like to do? 
Good question! I’m not sure. I’ve been counselling for so long! Anything that involves being part of a team.  I 
love working with children and managing services.  
 
Chocolate or Sweets? What is your favourite? 
OOOh, that’s hard! I’d have to say chocolate as my dad worked at Cadburys when I was younger.  
 
And your favourite? 
A boost bar, I think. 

Mr Barker 

Head of Year 10 & 

Teacher of PE 

 

Interviewed by: 

Grace Brosnan &  

Sky Kirk—7D 

What are your first impressions of Ark Kings? 
My first impressions of Ark Kings? Well, I’m blown away by the building! It’s fantastic, state of the art. I also 
feel very lucky to have the opportunity to work with such hard-working students. 
 
Why did you choose PE as a subject to teach? 
I chose to be a PE teacher because, I’ve always loved sport. I’ve always been involved in sport and played foot-
ball and rugby from a young age. I was a good distant runner but I’m just out of touch with running at the mo-
ment. The passion has always been there but I was about 14 or 15 when I realised I wanted to be a PE teacher. 
 
Where did you work before and how  does it compare to Ark Kings? 
I worked in North London at a school called Bishop Stopford’s, a mixed secondary school very similar to Ark 
Kings. The school itself was very run down,  it didn’t even have a library, so this building is very different and it 
has a fantastic library. The students and staff were the same though, very committed and hard working. 
 
What sport do you like and dislike? 
My first love is football but I have a love, hate relationship with it. I have been a Sunderland fan from a young 
age. I turned against football because of the poor behaviour of some fans, they don’t set good role models. 
I also like martial arts and rugby. I got into rugby very early on. I like the discipline in rugby and wish football 
was more like it. 
 
What do you do in your spare time? 
In my spare time I love playing sports, football, I cycle and go to the gym.  I also enjoy politics and reading 
about it. I am a member of the Labour Party. I have a 2-year-old daughter and I like spending a lot of time with 
her. 
 
Who is your sporting hero? 
I would have to say Zinedine Zidane would be my first,  he is a professional footballer, he is so talented and 
when I was growing up I wanted to be like him.  Second one I would say Conor McGregor, he is very much a 
team player and thirdly Kevin Phillips and Bobby Charlton who are both footballers. 
 
What do you like to watch on TV? 
I like Game of Thrones and I’m looking forward to the next series. I don’t really watch normal TV shows, I 
watch Stranger Things on Netflix.  My guilty pleasure in The Only Way is Essex. 
 
What is your favourite meal? 
1st — Pizza (no pineapple) 
2nd — Steak and Chips 
3rd  — Full English Breakfast 
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Mr. S. Hands 

2nd in charge of 

Modern Foreign  

Languages 

 

Interviewed by: 

Megan Greening—7C  

Ms. E. Whittaker 

Head of RE 

 

Interviewed by: 

Elliemae Beeson & 

Courtney Smith– 7A 

 
How are you liking your new job at Ark Kings Academy?  
I’m really enjoying it. 
 
Where did you work before you came here and how long have you been a teacher? 
I worked at Yardley School in Birmingham for 3 years. 
 
Why did you choose to teach French and Spanish and can you speak it fluently? 
I chose to teach French and Spanish because I always really enjoyed it and I like talking. I can speak Spanish 
and Portuguese fluently but I need a little more practise with my French. 
 
Have you ever been to Spain or France? If so which do you prefer and why? 
I have been to both Spain and France. I prefer Spain as it is more relaxed there. 
 
When you were my age did you want to be a teacher or did you want to have a different career? 
When I was your age I wanted to be loads of different things, I really wanted to be a journalist! 
 
Have you got any relatives that inspired you to learn different languages or what made you want to teach 
languages? 
 
No member of my family can speak another language. When I was in Year 7 at school I loved Spanish and I 
really wanted to go to Spain. 
 
Do you have a pet? If so what is it? 
If not, what is your favourite animal and why? 
I have a cat called Misty. My favourite animals are cats because they are very chilled. 
 
What do you do in your spare time? 
In my spare time, I like to go to music events and concerts. I also enjoy travelling and hanging out with my 
friends. 
 

 

 

Why did you decide to study and teach RE? 
I chose to teach RE because I really enjoyed it at school. I enjoy thinking about big questions such as ‘How do 
we know what is right and wrong?’, ‘Is there an afterlife’ and my favourite part of an RE lesson is discussing 
these concepts with students. 
 
Where do you see yourself in 5 years’ time? 
I see myself still as Head of RE or even Head of Humanities. I want to be still enjoying teaching as much as I 
am. I would like to own a dog by then! 
 
How has your first few weeks been at Ark Kings? 
My first few weeks have been really good and I am impressed by how confident the students are in express-
ing their views in lesson, I have already had some really good discussions with my classes. 
 
Do you like the new school and what is your favourite thing about it? 
I love it! I especially like the school hall and how the chairs all come out. I also love my classroom, it is very 
bright and I am also impressed with the Promethean interactive boards! 
 
Did you always want to be an RE teacher and at what age did you decide what you wanted to do as a career? 
I always wanted to be a teacher from being very young. I decided I wanted to be an RE teacher when I was 
taking my GCSE’s as I really enjoyed the subject and knew that I wanted to teach something I am passionate 
about and enjoy learning.  
 
Have you got any hobbies or interests and if so what are they? 
Yes, I really enjoy playing board games.  
 
Do you have any hidden talents? 
Not really but when I was younger I used to play the flute and achieved a grade 6 and I used to go horse-
riding. 
 
What is your favourite T.V. program and why? 
I really enjoy watching T.V. and watch quite a lot, I’d say I really enjoy anything super natural. 

A big Well done to the School Newsletter Team and keep an eye out for their regular page  in each 

addition…….. 

‘My School, Your School, Our Page!’ 
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Year 10 Pupils Visit Joseph Chamberlain College 
to see “Macbeth” 

EVENTS & TRIPS  

On Friday 5th May, 40 year 10 pupils were given the          
opportunity to visit Birmingham Theatre School at       
Joseph Chamberlain College to see a performance of  
William Shakespeare’s “Macbeth,” a text that they are 
studying as part of their GCSE English Literature course. 
“Macbeth,” usually set in Medieval Scotland, was given a 
modern facelift, and the bold decision had been made to 
set the play in 21st Century war-torn Syria. The characters 
were dressed in modern army gear, and images and 
sounds of war were played over the acting. This gave the 
play a dramatic, modern edge, and allowed our pupils to 
access the story in a new and relevant way. Our pupils 
were wowed by the acting ability of the students at       
Birmingham Theatre School, and were especially          
impressed by the performance of Lady Macbeth, who 
gave a confident and dramatic performance that          
thoroughly captivated the audience. 
 
We would like to thank Birmingham Theatre School for 
all of their hard work and their kind invitation to attend 
the play, and we look forward to being involved in         
attending future performances there. 
 
Ms. C Jones 
Director of English 
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Year 11 Examinations 

 

Year 11 visit the Phoenix Group 

 

Each year our year 11 students rise to the challenge of sit-
ting GCSE examinations, and this year is no exception.    
Students have been arriving early in school on exam days 
to join their teachers for ‘breakfast revision’ and have been 
staying each day after school to continue their revision into 
the evening. Their stamina is really very impressive! GCSE 
examinations are arguably the most challenging formal 
exams that students will take, because of the sheer volume 
of papers they have to sit and the breadth of subjects that 
they study. Yet this has not been a barrier to our students 
this year, and we regularly catch them hard at work during 
break and lunch times to make sure that they are 100% 
ready for each and every exam.  

With some exams still left after half term, the journey is 
not complete, and we wish all of our year 11 students the 
best of luck with their revision over half term, and we hope 
they also get chance to rest and relax. It will all be worth it 
on results day in August, and in the meantime we’ve got 
prom to look forward to! We can’t wait! 

Ms. K. Marshall—Assistant Principal 

Our year 11 students were guests at The Phoenix Group, in Wythall, for an Assessment Day. The 
day focused on teamwork and communication skills, whilst supporting students GCSE mathemat-
ics revision. The positive feedback from the organisers has  given our students a belief that with 
enough commitment, they could work for a company like The Phoenix Group! Our students      
represented themselves, our school and the local community fantastically, showing resilience and     
professionalism in all the tasks they were required to complete. We hope this day will continue to 
inspire and motivate our students and we look forward to learning of their future careers. 

Mr. M. Werner—Director of Maths & Computing 
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Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 25th May and Friday 26th May, 12    
intrepid explorers from year 9 & 10 embarked on 
their Bronze practice expedition. They walked 
from Lickey Hill Country Park to Pike’s Pool 
Campsite outside of Burcot and camped overnight. 
On day two they walked from the campsite to 
Morton  Stanley Park in Redditch, following the 
Monarch’s Way footpath. This route is 6.5 miles in 
total and tracks the route of King Charles II after 
his defeat at the battle of Worcester. The students 
were completely self-sufficient for both days and 
were  required to cook their own food and carry all 
of their camping equipment. With thanks to Miss   
Hulme, Mrs Brown and Mr Brocklebank for giving 
up their time and camping out to provide a support 
team for the expedition.  

Mrs. R. Chalk—Director of Science & Duke of 
Edinburgh Co-ordinator 

 

Year 10 Year 9 
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             BOOK REVIEW 

 

Students in 7D have been reviewing 
‘Private Peaceful’ by Michael Morpurgo 

Tommo Peaceful relives his memories as he lays awake at night, the day before his brother Charlie’s 

punishment.  Charlie Peaceful took care of Tommo throughout the war until he became a dad.  

When Tommo fell injured, Charlie disobeyed orders, to stay with Tommo.  As a result, Charlie was 

sentenced to death for cowardliness.  Tommo was not old enough for war but he did it for his coun-

try.  He is important because the story is from his point of view.  I read a lot of Michael Morpurgo 

books so I enjoyed this book too. I would recommend this book to more mature readers as it’s quite a 

mature story line. 

Written by: Emily Hatton – 7D 

In this book, two brothers Charlie and Tommo 

are also best friends until they both fall for the 

same girl, which causes divisions. With the war 

looming other tensions are high and in the 

end both join the army. Many struggles form in 

the trenches as well as Sergeant ‘Horrible’   

Hanley. 

Tommo is a very strong ,courageous character 

as he is younger that a soldier should be for 

war and he fights to the end of the war with 

strength and stability, even when his brother 

and close companion have gone. 

In my opinion this book was filled with          

suspense, awe and danger with complex        

moments.  

I would recommend this book to anybody as it 

has all features of emotions, intelligence and 

power behind it. 

Written by: Ewan Weston – 7D 

The book is about a growing boy named Tommo.  It starts by telling you about his childhood 
and continues to move on to how he joined the army and fought in the war and how he 
coped.  

He lost his father when he was little and at the end of the war he lost his brother too, he 
was shot for disobeying orders given from a sergeant.  Tommo joined the army to fight in 
the war at 16 even though you had to be 17.  

 I like this book as a lot of work has gone into it to let us know what the war was really like.  
I would recommend this book for 11’s and overs as it contains some violent scenes and would 
be hard to understand if you were younger. 

Written by: Justin Left – 7D 

Private Peaceful is a novel for older children 

about a young soldier called Tommo and 

him looking back on his life from the    

trenches of World War 1 in France. 

I have chosen Tommo as my main character 

today because he was a very brave soldier 

who witnessed a lot of unfortunate          

accidents in his life.  Tommo’s importance in 

this story is because he witnessed his older 

brother Charlie being shot over an innocent 

mistake. 

My opinion of this story is that it is very  

dramatic and eventful so you never get 

bored of it because something new is       

always happening. 

I would recommend this book for older    

children 11+ as it’s more reality than       

fantasy and younger children haven’t really 

faced reality yet. It would also appeal to  

older adults if they have been in the war 

themselves. 

Written by: Julianne Atolagbe – 7D 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Friday 26th May 2017   - End of Summer1Term 

Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd June is Summer half term break 

Monday 5th  June 2017   - Students return to school 

Tuesday 13th June 2017   - Parent Forum  4 

Monday 26th June 2017   - Year 7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 5th July 2017   - Induction Day at Ark Kings for Year 6 Students  

Friday 7th July 2017    - INSET Day (No students in school) 

Friday 14th July    - Parent & Student BBQ (More details coming soon) 

Friday 21st July 2017    - End of Summer 2Term  

 

Notices 

STOP PRESS 

REMINDER 

The school set meal deal 

offer will increase by 10p 

 

 

This is the last chance to bring your vouchers into school. 

You can’t collect from Sainsbury’s anymore but we have 

until 30th June to collect the last few you may have lying 

around the house, car, pockets or handbags.  

Thank you for your support with collecting these and at 

our last count we had 1537! 

 

At Ark Kings Academy we understand that our students like to use the 
latest technology to complete their studies. To help support them in 
this we have purchased a subscription for GCSEPod. This is a website 
and app that is available on all platforms where students can download 
and view thousands of professional podcasts on each of the subjects 
that they study. Our current year 11 have been using this  resource in 
preparation for their GCSE’s and we are proud to announce that they 
have downloaded over 3000 podcasts and we have been awarded our 
bronze certificate as a school. All students have access to the library of 
podcasts and we hope that all of our students will access this resource 
in preparation for assessment week this term. Students can access 
these resources at www.GCSEPOd.com or by downloading the app for 
their devices. Students have an individual login and this is available 
from their form tutor or Mrs Chalk.  

 

Half Term School for Year 11’s 

Your child has a letter with details 
of half-term school.  

Wednesday 9am—12pm  

English - sets 1 and 2.  

Thursday 9am – 12pm  

History and Geography students.  

Friday 10am-1pm  

Maths - all students.  

We hope your child takes          
advantage of the rest from exams 
and uses the time wisely to revise 
and stay healthy. 

http://www.GCSEPOd.com

