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It seems just days ago when we started back in September, welcoming current students and 115 new year 
7’s to Ark Kings Academy.  This term seems to be the fastest on record, but as we reach the end of the 
autumn term, it is worth taking time to reflect on some of the great things that have happened since  
September. 
 
This newsletter includes some, but nowhere near all of the events, trips, visitors and activities that have 
taken place so far this academic year.  School days are made up of moments of magical learning and 
threading these together over time allows students to achieve well and enjoy great experiences in school. 
 
We say at Ark Kings, we are ‘a small school, but big family’ and this year has seen our family grow.  This 
is due to our changing reputation and success and is grounded in the insistence on the basics of excellent 
attendance, respectful behaviour, hard work and positive attitude to learning.  This with great teaching 
leads to progress and achievement. 
 
Thank you for your support in making sure your children come to school so smartly dressed and ready to 
learn. 
 
In October we were delighted with the Ofsted inspection and we are now hard at work to become 
‘outstanding’.  Your children deserve to have access to a great education and this is what my staff and I 
are striving for.  A great education leads to improved opportunities in life and that should  be our         
ambition whether we are parents, students or staff.  Ark Kings has the most dedicated and hard working 
group of staff I have worked with and it is a privilege to be Principal of a school that is improving day by 
day. 
 
Students this week are excited about the final week of term and upcoming Christmas holidays.  Some 
students have been talking about the presents they hope to receive but I also hope students will think of 
the gift of giving to others.  Sometimes the best gift is one of time and helping others, which hopefully 
your children will be doing over the next 2 weeks while at home with yourself and other family.  It is so 
important to be charitable, not only at  Christmas, but at all other times of the year, and in the spring 
term, students will be adopting certain charities to try and raise money for good causes. 
 
Finally, may I wish you a restful and peaceful festive season and look forward to welcoming students 
back to Ark Kings on Thursday 5 January 2017, to start our spring term. 
 
 
 
Roger Punton 
Principal 
 
 
 



EVENTS & TRIPS  

Ark Kings Academy 

Remembrance Day 2016                 

Reading for Pleasure: War Poetry 

Journal of Remembrance 

A collection of students work on war 

 

“On Remembrance Day, Ark Kings 

students and staff came together to 

remember those whose lives had 

been lost in war and to reflect on 

current conflicts across the globe. In 

our morning Reading for Pleasure 

lessons students discovered the 

works of war poets and reflected on 

the poetry of Sassoon and Owen. 

Throughout the day pupils in lessons 

looked at the different ways       

conflicts across the world today 

such as in Iraq and Syria have      

impacted on young people’s lives. 

Students also had the opportunity to 

be published in our Remembrance 

Journal which was given to all      

students. The journal was packed full 

of outstanding pieces of work   

ranging from poetry and writing to  

paintings and drawings. If you have 

not had a chance to pick up a 

copy a link can be found on our  

Facebook page.” 

Mr McElwaine 

Teacher in charge of History 

Keep Calm and Carry on (Caitlin Thomas — KS3) 

“Smile old chaps, nothing’s going on here.” 

The newspapers broadcast louder than 

the cries of limbless men stumbling home. 

 

“The war will have ended by Christmas.” 

The posters fluttered like the mothers 

waiting for their sons to help take the tree down. 

 

“All women like soldiers, sign up now!” 

The radio muttered as the soldiers sat 

alone and liverish as they drank their ale. 

 

“There’s a space for you, why not take it?” 

Shoted the colonel that once had four boys 

by his side which are now in the ground. 

 

“Your country needs you” 

Until you are lying fatally broken making 

no sound. 



Ark Kings students join The Phoenix 

Group for their annual fireworks display 

Marking the start of a very special 

partnership between The Phoenix 

Group and Ark Kings Academy, a 

group of students were invited to 

attend a spectacular fireworks 

display at the company’s        

headquarters in Wythall.  

 

Students were selected to attend the event based on their attitude to school – those with 

the best attendance, and the highest attitude to learning scores were chosen as a reward 

for their commitment to education.   

The VIP treatment started immediately on arrival where students were greeted with a 

warm reception, a quick peek inside the very impressive offices and were offered a pair 

of very snazzy glow stick glasses! It was easy to forget that the fireworks were the main 

event once we spied the dodgems and the carousel – not to mention the fresh dough-

nuts! Yum! And with face painting and hot chocolate, surely the evening couldn’t get 

much better!! 

But then the fireworks began. It’s safe to say that both students and staff were blown 

away with the incredible array of fireworks lighting up the night sky, perfectly in time 

with music from Coldplay to Queen.  

One student said it was the best night they had had all year, while lots of others agreed it 

was by far the best fireworks display they have ever seen!  

All of the students and staff who attended would like to say a big thank you to the team 

at The Phoenix Group who organised the event and invited us along – we can’t wait until 

next year!!    

Miss Marshall—Assistant Principal– Curriculum /Assessment                                                                                       

The Phoenix Group is one of 

the UK’s leading life assurance 

companies with over 1000  

employees based at their main 

site in Wythall.  They place a 

high value on education and 

they take their role in the local 

community very seriously, 

which is why a partnership with 

a local school is so important 

to them. There are lots of    

exciting opportunities for     

students to get involved with 

The Phoenix Group so watch 

this space for more news over 

the coming months! 



Year 8 spent a day with the ‘Rubbish Shakespeare Company’ to watch a performance 

of ‘The Tempest’ and then take part in theatre workshops with the performers there-

after. The company work in schools to promote a love of Shakespeare as well as instil confidence through 

performance and inspire a love of acting. 

The Tempest is a play by William Shakespeare, 

believed to have been written in 1610–11, and 

thought by many critics to be the last play that  

Shakespeare wrote alone. 

In Year 11 virtue we have had representa�ves from different colleg-

es and sixth forms to deliver presenta�ons and workshops on our 

post 16 choices. This has given us an insight into what post- 16 study 

is like at local providers. It has been useful as we got the chance to 

ask ques�ons about the courses we are considering and advice on 

the applica�on process. 

Last week we had a talk from Perry Beeches sixth form who brought 

along Professor Carl Chinn, who teaches History.  

Professor Chinn is also a broadcaster, newspaper columnist, public 

speaker, writer, charity fundraiser and campaigner for the rights of 

working-class people and the recogni�on of the importance of    

manufacturing. Professor Chinn is the author of 29 books that      

include studies of working-class housing, urban working class life, 

working-class women’s lives, manufacturing, Birmingham, the Black 

Country, and ethnic minori�es. He has appeared as an expert on 

various television and radio programmes. 

Shakespeare Day at Ark Kings 

Professor Carl Chinn visits Ark Kings 

Professor Chinn was extremely inspiring in the way he spoke to our year group. He explained his family background, and his 

experience of going to University. He told us the importance of the choice that we are being given to further our educa�on, 

and open doors to exci�ng new opportuni�es that people in our family or area might not have had before. He reminded us 

how lucky we are to have such suppor�ve teachers that are helping us with our applica�ons and making sure that we don’t 

close any doors.  

Overall Professor Chinn came alive when he spoke about his true passion which is History, and showed how we can make 

our interests and future aspira�ons come to life in the personal statements we are wri�ng. 

 

 



Ark Kings Super Science Challenge  

Ark Kings Super Science Challenge contestants participated in an         
inspirational day at the Coventry University College on the 29th     
November 2016 along with students from Ark St Albans and Ark 
Boulton.  

On this day the students participated in an interactive Science-
based taster session and went on a campus tour with current      
students and attended a higher education talk.  

One of the tasks was to design a paper helicopter that stayed the 
longest in air and Emily Fisher from Year 8 won this challenge as 
the paper helicopter that she designed stayed in air for nearly 6 
seconds. 

Our students were great ambassadors for the school.   

                                               Ms A  Jesmin— Teacher of Science 



Christmas Festivities 2016  

The Halls are decked and ready for this years Christ�as events . 

On Tuesday evening 80 Students took part in the Academy Christmas Concert. 
The evening  included bands from Years 7, 9, 10 and 11 and a mixture of soloists 
and small ensembles. There were many genres of music performed including the     
traditional Christmas items and songs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff choir and band also performed and once again the hall was packed with 
parents and friends. Everyone enjoyed the wealth of talent we have in both Music 
and Drama at Ark Kings and the students are developing their confidence and 
stage presence with every performance that they make. They also showed great 
team-work, support for each other and what was lovely to see was all the year 
groups working well together. What a great way to end the term - we are very 
proud of all of them. 

 Every Friday in the School 

Hall at lunchtime it is ‘Music 

Fridays’. Here students are 

able to volunteer and come up 

the front and sing, using     

microphones, along to their favourite songs. We 

have the lyrics displayed on the projector and it’s 

not just the ones at the front that sing! Other       

students join in as they are eating their lunch and 

there is a lovely, supportive atmosphere to those 

who are performing. We have had many charts hits 

over the last few months and I’m sure we will hear 

some Christmas classics as we approach the end of 

term. 



 

Mr  ? Mrs  ? 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner  
Christmas Family Dining!  

We’ve had an exciting week  which included one of  our favourite events of 
the year - our Christmas family dinning experience.  

 

     Santa’s little helpers! 

 Christmas Collec�on for the B30 Foodbank 

In the run-up to Christmas, students at Ark Kings Academy 

have supported their local community by dona�ng items to 

the B30 Foodbank. The food bank makes a big difference to 

local individuals and families who may otherwise be going 

hungry. We’re proud that our pupils are thinking of others 

during this season of goodwill! 

For more informa�on about the B30 Foodbank, see:  

h*ps://b30.foodbank.org.uk/. 

A big thank you to 
all the students that 
bought in their     
unwanted toys for 
the Birmingham 
City Mission     
Toylink Appeal.  



CityServe are cooking up a Storm with 

Ark Kings Academy! 
Cityserve, Birmingham City Council’s award winning school meals service is proud to be the new catering partner 
for Ark Kings Academy. 
 
The new partnership starts in January 2017 and the catering team are excited for your child to enjoy their brand 
new selection of delicious meals developed by students and development chefs in the unique City Kitchen, the 
food development centre for Cityserve based in the heart of Birmingham.  
 
As the leading provider of non-education services to schools, Cityserve is the only not-for-profit school meals    
service contractor in Birmingham. Children and young people are at the heart of everything they do and all        
resources are invested in supporting the health and wellbeing of children and young people. 
 
The team are passionate about providing every school child and student with healthy and nutritious meals. All of 
the meals will be freshly prepared using the finest locally sourced ingredients in the brand new state of the art 
kitchen at the Academy.  
 
Brian Cape, Business Development Manager at Cityserve said: 
 
“We are delighted to be renewing our longstanding and valued relationship with Ark Rose Primary School 
and excited that we are starting a new partnership with Ark Kings Academy. As a team, we are working 
together to focus on healthy eating to ensure students achieve the best in educational attainment. We are 
really looking forward to developing some exciting menu concepts with the students.” 
 
Your child will be one of the first students to experience the brand new menu in the new vibrant and modern dining 
facility.  There will be a wide range of delicious fresh food choices that provide great value for money.  
 
The menu will provide something for everyone, ranging from traditional homemade classics and culturally inspired 
meals. Students will get to try a variety of worldwide dishes including healthy burgers, assorted chicken wraps, 
vegetable curry and Caribbean jerk chicken with traditional rice and peas. 
 
Roger Punton, Principal of Ark Kings Academy added: 
 
“I am looking forward to the New Year with Cityserve providing the catering for the students of Ark Kings. 
Cityserve were chosen from a number of other caterers and students from Ark Kings were part of the     
interview panel, including tasting the food! 
 
Our students, your children deserve the best quality, nutritious and varied food and I am confident        
Cityserve will work with us to achieve these aims.” 

For more information on Cityserve, please visit www.cityserve.org.uk  



   BOOK REVIEW 

 

BY BENJAMIN HARRIS—7A 

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe  

Book Review 

 

The author of the story begins the first chapter by 
writing about four children being moved to the 
countryside to escape The Blitz. Deeply hidden 
within the house they were moved to was a     
magical wardrobe that led them to an enchanted 
wood for them to explore. Edmund, one of the 
four children, turns out to be nice in the         
beginning but his character changes. This is 
shown by his lack of loyalties to his siblings as he 
drifts over to the White Witch’s side. 

In my opinion, this story has an amazing story   
line and always makes me intrigued for the next 
part. I would recommend this book to people who 
have interest for magical adventure books with 
slight humour on the journey. 

 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe  
is a fantasy novel for children by C. S. 
Lewis, published by Geoffrey Bles in 
1950. It's the first published and best 
known of seven novels in The        
Chronicles of Narnia.  
First performance: 1984 
Playwright: (Clive Staples), Lewis 
Preceded by: The Magician's Nephew                                                  
Followed by: The Horse and His Boy                                                
Characters: Aslan, Lucy Pevensie,    
Edmund Pevensie, more                        
Genres: Fantasy, Children's literature, 
Christian literature 

This week one of our Year 11 students Caitlin delivered an excellent presentation to the Senior Leadership Team on 
her ideas for World Book Day in March next year. Speaking to Caitlin about why she wanted to lead the                 
organisation of this day, she said: 
 
"I just love books! I read all of the time. Although I've had to cut back a bit this year because I've been studying for 
my GCSE's, I can't be without books in my life. How could you say  
no to a day which celebrates reading?” 
 
Watch this space in the spring term to see some of Caitlin's brilliant  
brilliant ideas come to life. 
 
Miss Drayton 
Assistant Principal 
Teaching & Learning 

Want to tell us 

about a book 

you’ve  read? 

Please speak to  

your English 

teacher and we 

will publish 

your review. 

We would like as many students as possible to get involved in the production 

of the Student & Parent Newsletter. I am looking for a group of students from 

different year groups to assist me as a member of the Student Panel Interview 

Team. We will regularly interview members of staff getting to know more 

about them.  We will also be introducing a ‘Student Voice’ section, where we 

want students to come forward and share their hobbies and interests with 

everyone else in school as well as any other topics you would like to talk about 

that we can then share and publish in the Newsletter.  

If you are interested in this opportunity can you please write your name and 

form on  a piece of paper and pop into the post box by the new Student Notice  

Board in the canteen area. 

I look forward to hearing from you.            

Mrs Cartwright—PA to Principal 



Student & Staff News 
 

Miss Chalk & Mr Colwell 

Star in the …... 

I’m sure some of you may have noticed that 
this week I have been donning a moustache! 
No, it was not another dodgy style choice, 
but for a play that myself and Miss. Chalk 
are starring in this week at the Palace      
Theatre in Redditch. I play a fuddy-duddy 
school teacher called Raymond, whilst 
Miss. Chalk plays an all singing, all dancing 
housewife. The show, a  musical called ‘The 
Witches of Eastwick’, is about a very 
naughty man who wreaks magical mayhem 
on a small town in America. It has been 
great fun to be part of a brilliant cast in our 
local community, and a big group of         
colleagues even came to see the show on 
Tuesday night too! Whilst I will probably 
lose the moustache once the play is finished, 
we certainly won’t forget the good times we 
have had rehearsing and performing 
in front of an audience. I would 
strongly  recommend joining an 
amateur dramatics society for any-
one who feels like challenging 
themselves and doing something a 
bit different, and you can find loads 
of information online about groups 
local to you. 

       

 Mr E. Colwell―Teacher of English 

Miss Chalk & Mr Colwell 

in character 

Excited …….   
members of 
staff waiting to 
watch their  

colleagues   
perform on 
stage. 

 

 

On Friday 25th November I took part in Birmingham’s Big Sleep Out to raise money for St    

Basils.  St Basils is a charity which supports young people who may be affected by homelessness.  

Over 900 people took park in the sleep out in the grounds of St Phillip’s Cathedral in              

Birmingham where participants were given cardboard boxes to sleep on or to make shelters out of.  

We also had an inspiring talk from the CEO of St Basils and we heard from two young people 

who have benefitted from the St Basils’ services.  

As I write, I have raised £440 for St Basils and I have 

been very grateful to both pupils and staff at Ark Kings 

who have sponsored me. I have been discussing the 

issues of homelessness with my form and other pupils 

at the school and I have been very impressed with the 

maturity of conversation I have had with pupils.  

Christmas is approaching and I challenge pupils to 

think about what they could do for charity or to help 

those less fortunate than themselves over Christmas or 

in the New Year.  

If you would like to contribute to the work St Basils do please visit www.stbasils.org.uk  

          Mr J Brocklebank - Head of MFL 



Day Year Sport Staff 

Mon       

Tues 7&8 Girls Hockey Miss Cartwright 

  8&9 Boys Rugby Mr Smith 

  9 Girls Netball Miss Andrews 

Weds       

Thurs 10&11 Boys Football Mr Marks 

  8&9 Boys Football Mr Bagley 

  All Boys & Girls Dance Miss Gallo 

  All Boys & Girls Badminton Miss Andrews 

Fri 7 Boys & Girls Football Mr Kolawole 

  10&11 Boys Rugby Mr Smith 

  All Girls Football Miss Andrews/ 
Mr Marks 

                                                          Honesty Commendation 

Kianna Venables in 7A  found a purse on her way home from school with a      

considerable amount of money in it. Her parents called Ark Rose & Ark Kings to 

report this and it was returned to it’s rightful and very grateful owner the         

following day.  It was a Year 6 student from Ark Rose. When Miss Cartwright 

spoke to Kianna she said ‘If I lost my purse with that amount of money in it, I 

would be really sad and I would hope that someone would hand it in’. 

            Well Done Kianna                                     

 

St. Albans Academy v Ark Kings Academy 

MATCH REPORT – by John Lionga  – Year 9 

On Thursday 17th November 2016, a group of year 8 and 9 students 

travelled to St Albans Academy to play a football fixture.          

Conditions were tricky due to us  playing on an all-weather     

surface.  

The game started slowly for us and we found ourselves two goals 

down early on. We grew into the game and were unlucky to lose a 

third goal before half time. 

Into the second half we made some tactical changes and Randy 

Sarpong managed to grab an early goal. Our position was 

strengthened further when we secured a second through Paul 

Aitkins, however St Alban’s proved too strong defensively and 

scored two late goals. 

The team represented the academy bravely and fought right to the 

end. We will be having a rematch in 3 weeks’ time where we hope 

to overturn this defeat. 

 St. Albans Academy    5 

Ark Kings Academy      2   

Ark Kings After School  

Sports Clubs 

School Christmas Card Competition 

Mrs Critchlow in the Art Dept. ran a Christmas card design competition. 

Where students were asked to  design a Christmas card that could then 

be printed with the winning designers name on the reverse and used to 

send our best wishes for Christmas to many other locals schools,       

governors  and other friends and colleagues in the local community.  

There was one card that really stood out amongst the rest,  and that was  

designed by Lois Brookes in Year 10. 

 

           Congratulations and a big well done to Lois  

 
THE WINNING DESIGN 



 

 

Super Challenge 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Friday 16th December 2016  - End of  AUT2Term 

Monday 19th December 2016 — Monday 2nd January 2107 — Christmas Holidays 

Tuesday 3rd January 2017  - Inset Day (no students in school) 

Wednesday 4th January 2017   - Inset Day (no students in school)  

Thursday 5th January 2017  - Students return to school for SPR1Term 

Wednesday 11th January 2017  - Year 11 Parents Evening 

Monday 16th January 2017  - Year 8 Parents Evening 

Monday 6th March 2017   - Year 11 (Mock Results) 

Tuesday 28th march 2017  - Year 9 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 3rd May 2017  - Year 10 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 17th May 2017  - Year 9 Options Evening 

Monday 26th June 2017   - Year 7 Parents Evening 

Please write your answers, with your name and form and post in the student post box which is by the new student 

notice board in the canteen area and all correct answers will be entered into a prize draw. 

GOOD LUCK! 


