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On the 26th and 27th of April our Spring Term Achievement Assemblies took place in the Secondary 
Phase. A real highlight of life at Ark Kings, three times each year students and staff gather together 
to celebrate in the achievements and successes of students both inside and outside of the classroom. 
Each subject area is asked to choose one KS3 and one KS4 student of the term, alongside Heads of 
Year Learning selecting winners from each year group. We are grateful to the Phoenix Group for 
donating many of the books awarded this term. A special mention goes to Jake Smith (Y11) for being 
awarded The Principal’s Award for embodying the academies values: Aspire, Expect, Achieve, 
Together. Congratulations to all our winners this term! 

Key Stage 3: 

English: Sumaya , Maths: Lacey , Science: Demileigh , 
RFP: Dan , History: Efua, Geography: Su’ad, PE: 
Emily, Music: Reuel,  

RE: Poppy-Rose, French: Natalie, Spanish: Keira, 
Computing: Joshua, Art: Samara, DT: Teon, Compass: 
Summer  

 

 

Year 7 Student of the Term: Su’ad,  

Year 7 Form of the Term: 7Pankhurst 

Year 8 Student of the Term: Summer, Year 8 Form of the Term: 8B 

 

Key Stage 4: 

English: Sean, Maths: Amy, Science: Elise,  

RFP: Daniel, History: Sarah, Geography: Adina, PE: 
Akeil, Music: Shannon, RE: Ibbi, French: Abbas, 
Spanish: Jay, Computing: Alex, Art: Aaron, DT: 
Abdullah, Compass: Charlotte 

 

 

 

Year 9 Student of the Term: Caitlin, Year 9  

Form of the Term: 9 Lovelace 

Year 10 Student of the Term: Jamie-Ray, Year 10     Form of the Term: 10C 

Year 11 Student of the Term: Jake, Year 7      Form of the Term: 11C 

 

Mr Iliff, 

Head of Year 10 Learning, Rewards Co-ordinator  
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The children really enjoyed the trip and were engaged the whole time. What went down best was 
the magnetic learning wall, where the children built structures for marbles to travel around. All 
the models were interactive and made sounds or flashing lights, so the children pressed buttons 
or stood on peddles to get them going. Each had information about who built them and how long 
they took and they were all made from different materials. The children were amazing. 

 

Mrs T. Robinson, 
Assistant Headteacher - Inclusion (Primary) 

 

<HDU���(QWUHSUHQHXUV��5LFRK�$UHQD� 

Year 9’s second enrichment day had a focus around entrepreneurship, business development and 
idea presentation. The groups with the best ideas and presentations won the opportunity to go on 
a tour of the Ricoh Arena and a gain an insight in to the world of sport and entertainment as 
businesses. Pupils were asked to share their reflections on the day and what interested them the 
most. 

“I was really surprised when I saw the difference in the changing 
rooms, the home changing room had so much more space and 
equipment.” – Binta 

“Something that surprised me was that they have over 700 events on 
in a year in the exhibition hall and have a hotel and casino that 
make money as well as what is made from the sport.” – Britney  

“I learnt that the away changing rooms is very small and 
uncomfortable as a strategy to try to get in to the opponent’s head, 
it was interesting to see how the business of sport works.” – 
Mansour 

“The club has a long history and is 150 years old this season. I 
enjoyed questioning Jordan in the conference room and getting to 
go pitch side.” – Aidan 
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On Sunday the 6th of May,  24 pupils were selected for the termly PE rewards trip for showing 
outstanding attitudes to learning in PE. Pupils were selected for a range of reasons such as 
extracurricular involvement, pursuing sport outside of school, or showing outstanding endeavour 
during lessons this term. The trip was to St Andrews, home of Birmingham City FC for the final 
Championship Football League game of the season. Miss Lloyd kindly arranged this trip and this 
will hopefully mark the beginning of a strong relationship with the club.   

 

In front of a sell-out crowd, Birmingham 
secured their Championship survival in 
an enthralling 3-1 victory over promotion 
hopefuls Fulham FC. Pupils were a credit 
to the Academy, and conducted 
themselves in exemplary fashion 
throughout the trip. Pupils thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience, and were able to 
relate their learning at school to the 
professional game. Pupils were able to 
describe the impact of commercialisation 
on the game, and the five stages of the 

warm up that we perform at Ark Kings Academy. Honourable mentions for leadership go to 
Jamie Granaghan who was explaining the rules of football to pupils who needed some clarity, and 
the Allen brothers for endeavour through ferocious vocal backing to the “boys in royal blue”  

 

Despite Jac Langford Dark describing the trip as “a once in a lifetime opportunity”, we are sure 
the PE department will have many more opportunities of this kind in the near future!  

 

Mr A. Marks,  

Head of Physical Education & Healthy Lifestyles 

 <HDU���7ULS�WR�'XGOH\�=RR 

On the 26th March, Year 2 went on an exciting trip to Dudley Zoo. There were so many fascinat-
ing animals to see including giraffes, meerkats and penguins. We went on a little train to get to 
the top of the zoo and saw the penguins splashing in the water and lying in the sun. After lunch, 
we had our own special talk about animals and their habitats from one of the zookeepers. We 
found out about a chinchilla, a lizard, a rat and a cockroach and we even got to touch them! The 
last part of the day was spent looking at the rest of the animals before we came back to school. 
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Girls from years 7-10 represented Ark Kings Academy at a Netball 
tournament being held at Hall Green School. The year 7 and 8 team 
played against a strong Kings Norton Girls side and Hall Green School. 
Ark Kings unfortunately lost their match against Kings Norton Girls 
but showed some great team spirit. In the match against Hall Green, 
the girls were much more focused and  managed to score a last minute 
goal against Hall Green to come away with the win!  

The year 9 and 10 team also lost against the team from Kings Norton 
Girls but demonstrated some fantastic attacking play when they did 
have the ball. Not letting the loss damage their confidence, the girls 
showed great endeavour in their next two matches. Some great 
interceptions from Syrien and Aimee meant that the girls had much 
more possession in these two games.  The excellent movement down 
court meant that Charlie and Emily had plenty of shooting 
opportunities which meant that Ark Kings won both games against two competitive Hall Green 
teams. Well done and congratulations to all the girls that were involved. Players of the tournament- 
Summer, year 8 and Charlie, year 10.  

Ms H. Lloyd, 
Teacher of Physical Education 

<HDU����)RRWEDOO�7RXUQDPHQW�  
Ten aspiring footballers from years 10 and 9 
had the fantastic opportunity to play at a 
championship football ground, Birmingham 
City’s stadium. This ground holds 22,000 and 
pupils had a taste of what it would like to be a 
professional footballer.  

 

The team started strongly in the group stages, 
not conceding a goal in the first two games and 
totally dominating, but unable to find a way 
through the dogged defences who had clearly set 
up to frustrate the free flowing football of Ark 
Kings Academy. In the final group game, Ark Kings adopted a more attacking approach, they were 
able to score against local school St Thomas Aquinas. Ark Kings carefully managed the game up 
until the final few minutes and unfortunately conceded in the dying minutes following a defensive 
mix up. St Thomas ended up beaten finalists and Ark Kings totally dominated the game.  

 

On to the Quarter finals and Ark Kings played much fancied Heartlands Academy. A strong 
competitive game ensued with no team able to break the deadlock. Sudden death penalty’s where 
to come, and despite three saves from Jay Kirk, Kings where unable to find the winning 
penalty. In conclusion players left rather frustrated having gotten the better of the two finalists. 
However, pupils clearly grew in confidence and realised they were as gifted as any other school at 
the event. Pupils where fantastic ambassadors for the academy. Best on the day was Randy 
Sarpong. His athleticism and decision making pivotal in ensuring a strong rear-guard.  

 

Mr Marks runs football club every Tuesday, all welcome.... penalties will be practiced!  

 

Mr A. Marks,  
Head of Physical Education & Healthy Lifestyles 
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On Friday 18th May the Year 5 children visited the National Sea Life Centre in Birmingham. In 
their topic this term they have been learning about animals and their habitats and this trip gave 
them the opportunity to look into this in more depth. With a multi-sensory approach the children 
were able to touch, see and smell the exhibits which brought their classroom learning to life. 

We were fortunate to have a behind the scenes tour where the children got to see how some of the 
food is grown, how baby rays 
and sharks are nurtured in a 
nursery tank and how all new 
exhibits are quarantined until 
they are safe to release into 
the general display tanks. 

The children enjoyed the 4D 
cinema experience with car-
toon fish jumping out of the 
screen into the seats and be-
ing sprayed with water. 

Behaviour on this trip was 
exemplary and the students 
were excellent ambassadors 
for the school. The children should all be congratulated for their engagement and interaction dur-
ing this fun yet educational experience. 

 

Mrs L. Wardley 
Student Support Manager - Primary Years 5 & 6 
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Firstly, we arrived at the forest and met the people who were going to be showing us around. Then 
we changed into our trainers so that we didn’t get our school shoes muddy. Soon after we set off. At 
first, we ran through a meadow full of wheat and our trainers got wet. Elaine, our guide told us 
that there were these cows with horns so listened out for them. She also told us about the other 
types of animals such as bugs and deer. Then we walked across the top of a high hill with a beauti-
ful view of the forest around us with all of the flowers and trees. After walking down a narrow 
path, Elaine let us wonder off and see what we could find and what we wanted to know more 

about.  

Everyone set off in the same direction but we all soon separated find-
ing fields and little bugs on our way. We found a massive field and 
Elaine called us back to her. She gave us all a sheet with different 
types of leaves on and we had to explore, find the leaf and tick or 
cross questions about the type of leaf. We learnt 
how to classify trees and tell how old they are by 
looking/feeling them . Then we wandered around 
a field and listened to nature trying to look for 
cool sights. Then we headed back to the cabin to 
eat our lunch. We had lots of fun and really en-
joyed it. 

Catlin 
Years 6 Student 
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On Monday 2nd July, Year 4 travelled to Cadbury World in Bournville. We went there to explore 
the factory, experiment with chocolate and learn more about the founders of the establishment. We 
made so many memories as a wonderful family. Our busy day started at 9.15 when we sprinted to 
the coach waiting for us outside school. The coach was waiting for us outside and the sun was at 
its hottest and everyone begged for some breeze. We remained still and prayed this heatwave 
would go away.  

 
A surprisingly quick 15 minutes passed by and when we 
finally arrived I screamed with joy. I gawped in 
amazement as we entered the iconic purple gates. I was 
gobsmacked with the idea of going into the biggest 
chocolate factory in the country. Slowly, the coach came 
to a stop and we clambered out. We were early so Miss 
Ward directed us to the playpark. That was an extra 
bonus. A while later, we followed Miss Ward, to find our 
curriculum talk about Birmingham. On the door was a 
purple plaque. It read ‘The Richard Room’. Richard was 
one of the Cadbury brothers and this room was named 

after him. Inside we met a wise man named Colin. Colin knew a lot about the factory as he had 
worked and lived in Birmingham for 40 years (that’s 5 times my age) so he must have known what 
he was talking about. I learnt a lot from him.  
 
A short while after, it was time for the best part. The tour of the factory. I watched Miss Ward 
quickly grab 25 chocolate bars for us upon entry. However, we didn’t eat them straight away 
because she was scared of the sugar rush that we would have had. We then went to go on the 
Cadabra ride but there was a large group in front of us so we got extra time to look around the 
interesting yet creepy clay models. Next, we went to another part of the factory. I was handed a 
large pot of melted chocolate and was told I could pick two toppings. I went for Crunchie and 
marshmallows and it was a taste sensation! As soon as I entered that room the smell of chocolate 
pervaded through my body. This day just got better and better. I love my Year 4 family and this 
will be an experience I will never forget. I am so thankful to the school for funding this trip as we 
know  it was expensive. We are very lucky.  
 
Shariah 
Year 4 Student 
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The Reception children enjoyed an exciting day out at Ash End House Children’s Farm this week. 
They had a tour of the farm and met lots of friendly animals that they were able to stroke. Children 
had the opportunity to, feed the goats, lambs and ducks before visiting the hatchery to hold the 
chicks. They enjoyed singing songs and visiting the creepy crawlies, the falcons and owls. We fin-
ished our trip with an ice cream in the sun!  

There were some very happy and tired children on the coach on the journey home and hopefully 
their eggs made it home in one piece!  

Mrs C. Round 
Reception Class Teacher 
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As part of their Design Technology GCSE, Year 11 students have designed and created their 
own lamps. Lewis (7A) and Kathryn (8B) interviewed Mr Weston, Teacher in Charge of D&T, 
about the project and the subject. 

Q: How many resources did it take to build the lamps? 

A: A lot of resources including: plywood, polypropylene and pine. All the resources are sustain-
able or recyclable. 

Q: How long did it take the Year 11s to make the lamps? 

A: The pupils started work on their lamps in November and finished work in April. So, it took 
about six months. 

Q: How did the Year 11s manage to make the lamps work? 

A: The students used lamps bought in IKEA which they then disassembled and reassembled 
in different ways depending on their design. 

Q: Why should students take Design and Technology at GCSE? 

A: D&T teaches important practical skills such as problem solving and creativity. These are 
skills which are in high demand in the workplace and will increase into the future as robots 
take over less creative jobs. 

Q: Why do you enjoy teaching Design and Technology? 

A: I enjoy it because it’s creative and it allows students to explore and develop important life 
skills. It’s also fun and it’s really nice to see what students can create and achieve. 

Q: If you were not teaching Design and Technology, what would you be doing? 

A: A Graphic Designer or I’d be a rock star. 

Q: What jobs could students consider if they are interested in a career involving De-
sign and Technology? 

A: Graphic designer, product designer, engineer, fashion designer, architect – D&T can lead to 
hundreds of different creative and rewarding careers! 

 

Interview by: 
Lewis (7A) and Kathryn (8B). 
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The PE department at Ark Kings believe that PE is vitally important for the holistic social, 
emotional, physical and academic development of all our pupils. We feel so strongly about it that 
we teamed up with Oxford Brookes University to prove that taking part in vigorous exercise can 
help pupils in their academic studies! In PE we regularly see pupils succeed due to the discipline 
and emotional maturity pursuing a sport gives them……we just wanted some more proof to back 
up our point!  
 
All PE pupils have been completing vigorous warm ups since September that pushes them to 
improve their fitness. Classes have been performing fast paced running, squats and lunges to 
improve their performance. Pupils have also worn pedometers and heart rate monitors to measure 
how active they are in their PE lessons and throughout the day. This has given the PE team great 
amounts of feedback into what classes and pupils are pushing themselves in lessons! 
 
On Thursday the 12th June two lucky year 8 forms were selected to take part in the final part of 
research project with Oxford Brookes University. These forms were selected for their contribution 
to school sport and improvements in behaviour. 
 
The tests involved a series of mental arithmetic tests, reasoning and problem solving questions. All 
pupils completed exams under the watchful eye of a former GCSE moderator who commented 
“these pupils are focused and prepared, they have shown great discipline this morning”. Pupils 
were a credit to the academy 
 
Pupils were rewarded for their endeavour with a sports afternoon that involved pupils playing a 
variety of interform competitions such as football, netball and dodgeball. The school has also been 
given some additional funding to invest in new equipment for pupils! 
 
A big thank you to Oxford Brookes, Mr Smith and our pupils in 8c and 8d for their contribution. 
 
Mrs A. Marks 
Head of Physical Education & Healthy Lifestyles 
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Some people in year 9 went to Joseph Chamberlain Sixth form College to watch a performance of 

‘Romeo and Juliet’. Watching the play live was a great opportunity for us because we have been 

studying the play in class. Seeing the performance really helped us to fully understand the 

emotions and drama behind the play. It was also really inspiring seeing students who were not 

much older than us perform at such a high level.  

My favourite part was the fight scene because they had choreographed it perfectly so it looked 

realistic but also didn’t cause any damage to the other actors.   

 
 
 
Ms A. Cremin 
Teacher of English 



 

�������������������������������������������������������$VSLUH��([SHFW��$FKLHYH��7RJHWKHU� 

 +LJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�<HDU����3URP�1LJKW 



 

�������������������������������������������������������$VSLUH��([SHFW��$FKLHYH��7RJHWKHU� 

 $FDGHPLF�&DOHQGDU�������� 



 

�������������������������������������������������������$VSLUH��([SHFW��$FKLHYH��7RJHWKHU� 

 
1RWLFHV 

'$7(6�)25�<285�',$5< 

)ULGD\���WK�-XO\����� դ (QG�RI�6XPPHU���7HUP�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DW������SP 

6HFRQGDU\ 

0RQGD\���UG�-XO\�-�:HGQHVGD\��WK�6HSWHPEHU������ 
դ 
6XPPHU�%UHDN��6HFRQGDU\�VFKRRO�SXSLOV�UHWXUQ�RQ�7KXUVGD\�
�WK�6HSWHPEHU����� 

3ULPDU\ 

0RQGD\���UG�-XO\�-�)ULGD\��WK�6HSWHPEHU������ 
դ 
6XPPHU�%UHDN��3ULPDU\�VFKRRO�SXSLOV�UHWXUQ�RQ�0RQGD\�
��WK�6HSWHPEHU����� 

:HGQHVGD\���WK�6HSWHPEHU����� դ 2SHQLQJ�(YHQLQJ�IRU�1HZ�<HDU��V�SXSLOV 

)ULGD\���WK�2FWREHU����� դ (QG�RI�$XWXPQ���7HUP�IRU�VWXGHQWV 

0RQGD\���WK�2FWREHU������WR�)ULGD\��QG�1RYHPEHU�
���� 

դ $XWXPQ�KDOI�WHUP��QR�VFKRRO� 

Last term our school received 
a Gold Award Certificate from 
the Incorporated Society of 
Musicians recognising the 
high standards at GCSE level 
that the Academy is producing 
for Music Teaching. The work 
from the Band Musicianship 
programme in KS3 has now 
progressed up with our KS4 
students and they achieved 
excellent GCSE results last 
year -  100% A*-C – and this 
has been recognised nationally 
as 1 of the 58 top performing 
schools in the country for 
Music. This is an award we 
are very proud of receiving. 

Mr P. Bull 
Head of Music 


