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Curriculum Purpose: Why study Art at Kings? 

 

Why do students at Ark Kings need to study Art? 

 

By studying Art, pupils will develop a sense of creativity and individual expression which enables them to interact with the world and convey a 

personal response in an original way. Through the study of Art, students learn how to use different skills and techniques successfully and creatively 

in order to produce finished pieces of artwork that convey a personal response.  

 

As many of our students do not always have access to a range of different media at home, at school they are provided with opportunities to use a 

range of high quality materials with which to experiment creatively. 

 

Additionally, many of our students sometimes find it difficult to talk about and express their emotions. By studying Art, pupils will learn that 

artwork has often been a means for an artist to express their feelings, overcome challenges and  fight for a cause - pupils will learn this through 

focussing on the historical context of art and how social, cultural and political themes are portrayed.  

 

 

 

 

What are the aims for the Art curriculum? 

(i.e. What do we want students to be able to know and do by the time they leave Ark Kings?) 

- Students to develop resilience through controlled risk taking and experimentation and to gain value from engaging in presonal creative 

discovery 

- Students to recall important pieces of art work and artists as well as comment on their significance 

- Understand that art often encapsulates a time period 

- Gain experience using different media 

 

How does the Art curriculum support the whole-school curriculum aims? 

- Promote a love of reading, and improve student’s vocabulary acquisition. 

o For students to be able to articulate their intentions and achievements using appropriate subject specific terminology. 

- Promote cultural capital by teaching students a broad range of knowledge, which exposes them to the best that has been said and thought 

throughout history.  

o Students are exposed to the highest quality artwork from different periods - from acknowledged masters to innovative contemporary 

artists - and study the work and ideas of artists increasingly in more depth as key stages progress. 

- To develop students into global citizens by supporting them to develop outstanding character and to engage with education and the wider 

world responsibly and with curiosity. 

o Art promotes curiosity because it requires you to interpret the world around you and present it in a different way. 
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National Curriculum: 

At Ark Kings Academy, we align behind the national curriculum since it provides pupils with an clear pathway to develop their creative practice. 

The core principles allow pupils the freedom to create while carefully considering how to develop, refine, record and present their artistic abilities. 

 

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

- produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

- become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

- evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

- know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

 

What values underpin the curriculum content? 

Creativity: through learning key art skills, pupils have the know how to become truly creative artists and successful in making their visions a 

reality. 

Appreciation: pupils learn about the history of different artists and artwork and appreciate their symbolism in telling a narrative of that time. 

 

How are British Values taught through Art? 

The Art curriculum delivers British values through having a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about the world around them and 

participating pupils actively in artistic and creative activities. We promote tolerance through different people’s ideas, creative responses and 

understanding of different cultures and styles within art. Pupils are encouraged to question and explore sensitive and controversial issues, whilst 

maintaining tolerance and respect for the views and beliefs of others. Pupils discuss and work in the style of a wide variety of artists and  designers. 

British art is studied through the curriculum. Pupils have the opportunity to work independently and as a team to build resilience and self-esteem 

through tasks, sharing ideas and resources, peer-assessment and encouraging  students to support each other. 

 

What links to careers can be made within the Art curriculum? 

Animator, Artist Illustrator, Sculptor, Technical illustrator, Blacksmith, Florist, Glass designer, Jewellery designer/maker, Leather craftworker, 

Picture framer, Signwriter, Stonemason, Upholsterer, Visual merchandiser, Curator, Museum director, Art journalist, Auctioneer, Tatooist 

 

 

 

 

  



Art | Ark Kings Academy     Curriculum Purpose & Rationale 
 

Curriculum Rationale: Why study Art in this way? 

Why has the specific content/ domain knowledge been selected? 

The threads of art have been selected because they are themes which are relevant to the majority of artwork studies that pupils undertake, which 

allows them to make links between pieces of art work and artists. Examples of these are: class, poverty, rebellion and exploration. This then allows 

pupils to develop a secure understanding of how art is used not only as an outlet for creativity, but also as an outlet to convey context and issues 

pertinent to the time and the artist's circumstances. 

 

Additionally, the elements of art, consisting line, shape, tone, form, pattern, colour and value have been chosen as the core knowledge drivers within 

our Art curriculum. This is because they can be understood and applied in two ways: both in the analysis aspect of art study as well as the practice of 

art. For example, when  studying Estha Mahlangu, pupils learn that the linear, bold lines create rhythm. This then informs their own practice, 

allowing them to create a piece of artwork that is clearly influenced by the artist, but not merely a replica. 

 

Why is it taught in the order that it is?  

The artwork and artist studies have been selected to build a contextual narrative of the key threads which are most relevant to the half termly topic 

being studied. For example, in Year 2, pupils learn about  Australia. Within this context, they look at traditions and cultures with Estha Mahlangu. 

Even though she is not an Australian artist, her work has been chosen as the study focus as it best depicts how artists celebrate and encapsulate 

traditions and culture - an important thread within the Australia topic. In Year 5, pupils learn about Victorians. Within this context, they look at 

traditions and cultures with L. S. Lowri. Pupils are able to make links between two different artists in different time periods by comparing the 

thread of traditions and culture. 

 

In Secondary school pupils begin with the basics in year 7 due to variation of experience. Focus is on line and tone and then colour, all these skills 

are revisited through KS3 using a range of different techniques and processes such as printing, textiles, exploring the work of other artists and 

working from observation in order to prepare students for the demands of KS4.  

Pupils start GCSE at year 10. Pupils begin with a starting point and are guided through a series of skills to build their portfolio following which 

students can become more independent in their approach showing a self-directed and personal response to the stimulus. Pupils at KS4 can and will 

succeed through their creativity and passion for the subject. Pupils re encouraged to learn independence, resilience and creativity through their art 

lessons. Pupils assess their work by identifying their own strengths and demonstrating this in their work.  

 

How are Art lessons delivered at Kings? 

Children: 

Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms 

Class teachers are usually responsible for teaching art and design technology, although there will be times when professional artists/helpers will be 

involved in the teaching of the topic. We take every opportunity to develop links with outside agencies and the secondary phase, in order to enrich 

our Art and Design provision. 

Children study art in the following way: 
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1) Analysis of art work (including context and elements of art) 

2) Develop skills using relevant media 

3) Observational recording of artist's work 

4/5) Initial ideas and development in order to create final art work 

 

What is the impact? 

Our students enjoy the self-expression that they experience in both Art and Design Technology. 

They are always keen to learn new skills and work hard to perfect those shown to them. The students’ art is used to help them express feelings and 

emotions, as well as show their knowledge and understanding of other subjects such as history, geography and science. 

Through their art and design, the children are able to reach out into the community, with our students’ artwork proudly displayed in school and 

beyond. 

 

Art Curriculum Milestones 

What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 

 

EYFS 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function,                    

 Exceeding: Children develop their own ideas through selecting and using materials and working on processes that interest them. Through their 

explorations they find out and make decisions about how media and materials can be combined and changed. 

 

Key stage 1 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

 

Key stage 2 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an 

increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, 

charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
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Key stage 3 

Pupils should be taught:  

to develop their creativity and ideas, and increase proficiency in their execution. They should develop a critical understanding of artists, architects 

and designers, expressing reasoned judgements that can inform their own work.  

 to use a range of techniques to record their observations in sketchbooks, journals and other media as a basis for exploring their ideas  

 to use a range of techniques and media, including painting  

 to increase their proficiency in the handling of different materials  

 to analyse and evaluate their own work, and that of others, in order to strengthen the visual impact or applications of their work  

 about the history of art, craft, design and architecture, including periods, styles and major movements from ancient times up to the present day.  

 

Key Stage 4 

Students should be taught:  

To continue to develop skills mastery 

To maintain prior subject knowledge through continued practice 

To take responsibility for personal time management 

To present work in a personal and aesthetically pleasing way 

To maintain and build a portfolio suitable for future progression in arts and creative industries 

 

 

Art Curriculum Overview: Outline of taught and assessed content  

  

The table below outlines the whole curriculum overview for this subject area, and shows the journey that students take throughout Ark Kings.  

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
Kadinsky 

Circles 

Giuseppe 
Archimboldo 

Food 

Piet Mondrian 
Squares and 
rectangles 

Mark making tools 
Georges Seurat 

Pointillism 
Katsushika Hokusai  

Hiroshige - Wave 

Reception 

Light Art 

Diwali and Bonfire  

  

 

Vincent Van Gogh  

Flowers 

 

Henri Rousseau  

Jungle  

Year 1 

Jeff Koons 

Shape, texture, 

space 

Andy Goldsworthy 

Shape, texture, 

space 

Eugène Séguy 

texture 

Romero Britto 

colour 

Childe Hassan 

colour 

Lucy McLauchlan 

Line, shape, 

pattern, space 
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Year 2 
Andy Warhol 

colour 

Kathe Kollwitz 

Line, tone 

Estha Mahlangu 

Line, shape, 

pattern, colour 

Pablo Picasso (blue 

period) 

Shape, form, 

texture 

Ed Fairburn 

Line, shape, 

texture 

Michelle Stitzlein 

Shape, form 

Year 3 

Kathryn Gerhardt 

Line, shape, 

texture, pattern 

Damian Hirst 

shape, texture, 

pattern 

Katsushika 

Hokusai 

Line, shape, 

pattern 

Antoni Gaudi 

Form, colour, 

shape 

Gustave 

Caillebotte 

space 

Jackson Pollock / 

Mark Rothko 

colour 

Year 4 
Grayson Perry 

Form, colour 

 

Paul Cezanne 

Form, colour 

 

Jacob Lawrence 

colour 

Wayne Thiebaud 

Shape, colour, 

form, tone 

Architecture 

(various artists) 

Shape, form, line, 

space 

L.S Lowry 

Shape 

Year 5 
Banksy 

Space, line 

Barbara Hepworth 

Shape, form, line, 

space 

 

Pablo Picasso 

Shape, line, colour 

 

Richard Long 

Shape, texture 

Christopher 

Richard Wynne 

Nevinson 

Shape, line 

Kat Flynn 

Form, space 

Year 6 
Neil Shigley 

Line, tone 

Christian 

Boltanski 

Space, line, tone, 

colour 

Faith Ringgold 

Shape, colour, 

space 

Leonid Afremov 

Colour, form, 

space, tone 

Barbara Kruger 

Line, shape, space. 

colour 

Julie Arkell 

form 

Year 7 
Basic pencil skills 
Line, shape, tone 

Still life 
Accuracy of line & 

tone 

Introducing colour 
(Watercolour) 
Limited palette 

Watercolour 
painting 

Looking at various 
artists 

Cakes 
Sarah Graham, 

Wayne Thiebauld 

Large colour 
exploration painting 

Gordon Bennett 

Year 8 
Creepy Crawlies 

Pencil, watercolour 

Creepy Crawlies 
View finder sections 

Investigating the 
detail through 
detailed work 

Creepy Crawlies 
3D 

Book Illustration 
Various artists  

 

Arcimboldo 
Drawing, colour, 

collage 

Prep studies leading 
to large scale 

painting 
Carolee Clarke 

Year 9 

Caricatures 
Line, tone 
Da Vinci 
Jeff Stahl 

Portraits 
Various artists 

Abstract Art 

GCSE Taster 
Artist appreciation 

Exploring other 
artists work through 

experimental 
techniques 

GCSE Taster 
Artist appreciation 
Preparatory studies 

leading to a large 
scale interpretation 
from chosen artist 

GCSE Taster 
Observational 

drawing 
Further 

Experimental 
techniques and 

processes  
Printing, textiles 

GCSE Taster 
Observational 

drawing 
Preparatory studies 

leading to large 
scale observational 

piece 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Caillebotte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Caillebotte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Caillebotte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Caillebotte
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Year 10 
Artist appreciation 

Chosen artist 
Various techniques 

Artist appreciation 
Larger scale work 

Observational 
studies 

Experimental 
techniques 

Observational 
studies 

Prep work leading 
to large scale piece 

(s) 

Sketchbook project 
Artist research 
Observations 
Annotations 

Final response  
 

Year 11 

GCSE coursework 
Completing all 

observations, artist 
interpretations, 

annotations, 
sketchbook work 

ahead of 
presentation 

GCSE coursework 
Presenting final 
work & findings 

GCSE Set Task GCSE Set Task N/A N/A 

 


