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Curriculum Purpose: Why study French at Kings? 
 
Why do students at Ark Kings need to study French? 
 
Learning a foreign language is a crucial part of a child’s academic and social development, enabling them to become more knowledgeable about the 
world in which they live, and to develop their skills and confidence to participate in an increasingly global society. Learning a language provides 
students with academic and cultural capital that will enable them to be well educated citizens.  
 
Many young people have not had exposure to people from other cultures, and many have not travelled abroad. Sometimes as a result of the context 
in which children grow up, they have a lack of understanding of foreign languages, cultures and practices which can form a barrier to experiencing 
new cultures and making the most of opportunities around the world, or within their own community. Learning a language is often the first step in 
developing a more open-minded attitude to the world, recognising that people live differently in other countries, and that this difference can be 
positive.  
 
In addition to the cultural aspect of learning a language, there are a number of challenging academic concepts that students must master when 
learning a new language, and as such the regular study of French within the curriculum plays an important role in developing the academic capital 
of students at Ark Kings. An integral part of language learning is being able to recognise and manipulate a range of linguistic and grammatical 
structures, which can often support students’ understanding of English. The same is true for the development of reading and listening skills in the 
target language.   
 
Students need to develop the confidence and skills to communicate with others, especially when this communication is difficult or there is a barrier. 
By studying French, pupils will develop the confidence, resilience and skills to communicate with others in a range of formal and informal settings. 
Learning a language reinforces and often explicitly teaches the skills needed to communicate effectively, no matter what the language, for example 
by considering how to understand a question and give an appropriate response, or by using accurate syntax to communicate an idea clearly.  
 
 
What are the aims for your curriculum? 
(i.e. What do you want students to be able to know and do by the time they leave Ark Kings) 
 
 
We align behind the national curriculum aims for MFL, which are below: 
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 
- understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 
- speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 
- can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 
- discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
Students will be able to: 
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-  Recognise and use an appropriate range of vocabulary linked to topics studied 
-  Engage with authentic text in the target language and respond appropriately  
- Listen to native speakers of French and understand them  
- Speak confidently in French, using accurate pronunciation and intonation  
- Communicate their ideas clearly in written and spoken format 
- Apply grammatical rules and structures to a range of contexts 
- Discuss different cultural aspects related to French speaking countries  
 
How does the MFL curriculum support the whole school curriculum aims? 
We recongise that the curriculum must meet the contextual needs of our students, and the three overarching whole school curriculum aims are:   
 

• To promote a love of reading, and improve students’ vocabulary acquisition 
o Students learn grammatical forms and make etymological links between words used in English and foreign vocabulary learning. 

• To promote cultural capital by teaching students a broad range of knowledge, which exposes them to the best that has been said and 
thought throughout history.  We do this in MFL by exposing children to authentic French sources and cultural resources from French speaking 
countries. 
• To develop students into global citizens by supporting them to develop outstanding character and to engage with education and the wider 
world responsibly and with curiosity. We do this in MFL by teaching pupils about the culture, traditions and customs of French speaking 
countries and other countries around the world. 
 

What values underpin the curriculum content? 
 
The MFL curriculum actively promotes British Values (the key values of mutual respect, diversity and plurality) as there is a strong emphasis on 
promoting cultural values and traditions of other countries and global citizenship.  By gaining an appreciation of the countries where the language 
the students are studying is spoken, they are encouraged to reflect on other cultures and ways of life and embrace socio-cultural and economic 
differences and contexts. This ensures that they remain open to the world around them and have a better grasp of the links and connections between 
countries and societies. This in turn, emphasises the need for tolerance and justice, and through their studies, our pupils come to value the rule of 
law and democratic systems that European countries and countries further afield enjoy despite the varied customs, festivals and national 
characteristics that makes every society so unique. 
 
Language learning is very demanding and requires resilience and perseverance; students are explicitly taught the need for continual practice to 
develop their skills as a linguist. Although teachers and students will strive for accuracy, mistakes are an integral part of learning a language and 
students are encouraged to learn from their own mistakes and the mistakes of others, which must be done in a mutually respectful way.  
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Curriculum Rationale: Why study French  in this way? 
 
Why has the specific content/ domain knowledge been selected? 
 
Key stage 2 deals with curriculum content which can be used to being to establish the basics in language learning. Pupils are exposed to authentic 
sources in French and respond to these in both French and English, both orally and in writing. Pupils learn grammatical structures, such as 
conjugating verbs in the present and past tense, as well as adapting these based on the gender and plurality of the nouns. 
 
Key Stage 3 builds on the foundations of foreign language learning that have been taught at Key Stage 2. Pupils can relate easily to discussing 
themselves, their family, school, leisure, holidays, technology and town. These topics provide opportunities for free expression and creativity and 
activities which should motivate and stimulate pupils. There is also opportunity to begin to examine the differences in the languages both culturally 
and linguistically. Furthermore, these topics are studied in more detail at GCSE which level which enables the ability to progress serenely when 
moving onto KS4.   
 
At Key Stage 4 the course follows the course text book. The topics run in order of the course book thematically and becomes more challenging as 
pupils move through the course. Pupils focus on certain modules for different skills. For example, presentations on Module 1 and strong speaking 
focus in modules 4,5, 6 and 7. Being tactical about which modules to focus on orally, gives pupils a better chance of success in the speaking exam. At 
times pupils are taught skills and they learn to apply them across a range of themes. This mirrors the rigour they will need when sitting their 
exams.  
 
 
Why is it taught in the order that it is?  
(In other words, why are some topics taught in Y7 and others in Y9? How does each topic link to the next? Why are some topics 
taught more than once in a KS and how does the level of challenge increase? Etc.) 
 
Pupils move from just talking about themselves in the present tense in Year 7 to being able to talk about others and in different tenses into Year 8. 
The topics are more challenging as students progress, but it is expected that pupils can recall and use knowledge from previous terms/years when 
completing extended writing. For example, by the end of year 8 pupils should be able to do a piece of extended writing covering elements of 
themselves, family, leisure, school, town and holidays, whilst using a range of tenses. Teachers at Key Stage 3 will ensure that previous knowledge is 
built upon and is not forgotten.  
 
Pupils begin study of the GCSE programme of study in Year 9. This is to allow time for pupils to cover most of the content in Year 9 and 10 and 
allows for more focus on the linguistic skills in Year 11. This ensures our students are prepared for further study of a language at A Level and 
beyond. 
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Curriculum Milestones 
What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 
 
Key Stage 2: Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one 
language. The teaching should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for further foreign 
language teaching at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on 
familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication. If an ancient language is chosen the focus will be to provide a linguistic 
foundation for reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying ancient languages may take part in simple oral 
exchanges, while discussion of what they read will be conducted in English. A linguistic foundation in ancient languages may support the study of 
modern languages at key stage 3. 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 
� listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
� explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 
� engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 
� speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
� develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 
� present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 
� read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
� appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 
� broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through 
using a dictionary 
� write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 
� describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 
� understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these 
differ from or are similar to English. 
The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 
 
Year 7: By the end of year 7 students will can use the present tense with regular and key irregular verbs. Pupils need to know a range of basics well 
including numbers, days, months, time, opinions and reasons and can confidently talk about themselves in detail.  
 
Year 8: By the end of year 8 students will have a good knowledge of how to form the near future and basic perfect tense. They will be able to discuss 
holidays and how to describe a future and past trip. This relates to the year 8 France residential that pupils attend. Pupils will also be able to 
discuss technology and how they pass their time with their friends. They begin to be able to speak French in more authentic settings e.g. directions, 
ordering in a shop and tourist information.  
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Year 9: By the end of year 9 pupils begin to understand some of the key skills examined at GCSE level including the role play, picture cards, 
translation and writing tasks. Pupils build on their basic knowledge of the tenses and can use 3 tenses more confidentially. They are also subject to 
basic imperfect and future tense. They can apply their knowledge to family, leisure, festivals and town.  
 
Year 10: By the end of year 10, pupils have completed their first full GCSE mock papers. They understand fully the full range of exams they will set 
and they have begun to develop strategies to complete these tasks with confidence. They have completed Town, Holidays, School and Work at GCSE 
level.   
 
Year 11: By the end of year 11 pupils will have completed the course and be fully prepared to sit their GCSEs. They will have embedded key vocab, 
grammar and skills to complete the four skills successfully.  
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French Curriculum Overview: Outline of taught and assessed content  
  

The table below outlines the whole curriculum overview for this subject area, and shows the journey that students take throughout Ark Kings.  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 3 
Bonjour 

Numbers 1-10, 
Greetings 

En Classe 
Colours, classroom 

objects, age 

Mon corps 
Days of the week, 

Body parts 

Les animaux 
Numbers 11-20, 

Animals and pets 

La Famille 
 Family, 

Household items 

Bon anniversiare 
Months of the year, 

snacks, opinions 
about food 

Year 4 
Encore 

Describing people, 
Nationalities 

Quelle heure est-
il? 

Time, Lesiure 
activitis 

Les Fetes 
Festivals, recap 
numbers 11-20, 
Numbers 31-60 

Ou vas-tu ? 
Directions, 

weather 

On mange! 
Food, asking how 
much something 

costs 

Le cirque 
Languages, 

clothes, colours 

Year 5 

Salut Gustave 
Greetings, brothers 

and sisters, 
consolidating the 

verb avoir and etre 

A l’ecole 
School subjects, 

time 

La norriture 
Food, opinions 

about food 

En ville 
Places in the town 
centre, Directions, 

Giving the time 
(recap) 

En vacances 
Going on holiday, 

Activities on 
holidays, Opinions 

on holidays 

Chez moi 
Rooms at home, 

What people do at 
home 

Year 6 
Le Weekend 

Activities, Likes 
and dislikes, What 

I don’t do 

Les vetements 
Clothes- Opinions 

about clothes 

Ma journee 
Daily routines, 
Times of daily 

routines, Breakfast 

Les Transports 
Transport, Where 

are you going? 
How are you 

getting there? 
Buying tickets 

Le sport 
Which sports do 
you like? Giving 

opinions and 
reasons 

On va faire 
Revising units: 

Places, transport, 
describing people 
and clothes, food 
and ordering food 

in a cafe 
Year 7 Myself and my family School Leisure 

Year 8 My life as a teenager 
Paris 

My identity 
My house and my town France Trip 

Year 9 My life and my family Leisure Festivals 
Year 10 Town and Holidays School Exam Skills Work 

Year 11 Work and Environment 
Reading and Listening Skills 

Writing and Speaking Skills 
Review of all course  

 

 


