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Curriculum 
Purpose & 
Rationale

• At Ark Kings, our Reading curriculum has been created with the specific aim to develop pupils love of reading and to address the 30-million word gap of pupils within our community. Reading texts 
have been mapped out to ensure pupils across the school read books from a variety of genres and authors, as well as a broad diet of both classic and modern literature. Children are to have regular 
access to class book corners and the library enabling them with a choice over what to read.  The curriculum is delievered in a way that enables pupils to read a variety of texts closely related to a 
topic, build a strong-vocabulary, unpick the core themes in narrative with non-fiction evidence and to make links between texts and to place themselves firmly in the centre of what they are reading.  

Nursery

• Children are introduced to RWI Set 1 sounds using pictures. They begin to learn sounds associated with pictures.
• Children begin to access the seven aspects of Letters and Sounds Phase 1. They will begin to tune into sounds (auditory discrimination), listen and remember sounds ( auditory memory and 

sequencing) and talk about sounds (developing vocabulary and language comprehension). 
• Daily class story time.

Reception

• Children follow the RWI scheme of work for Phonics. Children have five 45-minute lessons per week (lesson times increase each term). 
• Children complete RWI assessments at the end of each half term. They are then regrouped appropriately. 
• The expectation for Reception pupils by the end of Summer 2 is that they should be reading Green/Purple storybooks.  
• Weekly reading mornings with parents.   
• Termly Phonics/Reading workshops with parents.  
• Daily class story time.

Year 1

• Children follow the RWI scheme of work for Phonics. Children have five 45-minute lessons per week.
• Children complete RWI assessments at the end of each half term. They are then regrouped appropriately.
• The expecation for Year 1 pupils by the end of Summer 2 is that they should be reading Blue storybooks. 
• Autumn and Summer PIRA assessments. 
• Weekly reading mornings with parents. 
• Termly Phonics/Reading workshops with parents.
• Daily class story time. 

Year 2

• Pupils follow the RWI scheme of work for Phonics until the end of Autumn term 1. The expectation for Year 2 pupils is by the end of Autumn 1 they should have completed the RWI scheme.  Pupils then move onto five 45-
minute Reading Revolution lessons.  

• Texts studied in Reading Revolution are sourced from a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts. 
• Some texts link to the half-termly topic to give context to topics studies and broaden pupils' vocabulary in specific areas. Other texts do not link to ensure pupils have a broad reading diet.
• Autumn and Summer term PIRA assessments. 
• Weekly reading mornings with parents. 
• Termly Phonics/Reading workshops with parents.
• Daily class story time.

Year 3

• Pupils follow the Reading Revolution scheme for Reading. This has been adapted to suit the needs of pupils within our school, with a particular focus on addressing the 30-million word gap.   
• Pupils have five 45-minute to 1-hour lessons per week.  
• Reading Revolution develops pupils' vocabulary knowledge and understanding, their retrieval and inference skills, their ability to predict and explain and their ability to summarise.  
• Autumn and Summer PIRA assessments. 
• Termly Reading workshops with parents.

Year 4

• Pupils follow the Reading Revolution scheme for Reading. This has been adapted to suit the needs of pupils within our school, with a particular focus on addressing the 30-million word gap. 

• Pupils have five 45-minute to 1-hour lessons per week. 
• Reading Revolution develops pupils' vocabulary knowledge and understanding, their retrieval and inference skills, their ability to predict and explain and their ability to summarise. 
• Autumn and Summer PIRA assessments. 
• Termly Reading workshops with parents.

Year 5

• Pupils follow the Reading Revolution scheme for Reading. This has been adapted to suit the needs of pupils within our school, with a particular focus on addressing the 30-million word gap. 

• Pupils have five 45-minute to 1-hour lessons per week. 
• Reading Revolution develops pupils' vocabulary knowledge and understanding, their retrieval and inference skills, their ability to predict and explain and their ability to summarise. 
• Autumn and Summer PIRA assessments. 
• Termly Reading workshops with parents.

Year 6

• Pupils follow the Reading Revolution scheme for Reading. This has been adapted to suit the needs of pupils within our school, with a particular focus on addressing the 30-million word gap. 
• Pupils have five 45-minute to 1-hour lessons per week. 
• Reading Revolution develops pupils' vocabulary knowledge and understanding, their retrieval and inference skills, their ability to predict and explain and their ability to summarise. 
• Autumn and Summer PIRA assessments. 
• Termly Reading workshops with parents.

Year 7

•By the end of Y7, students will have read a modern translation of a Victorian novel with accompanying extracts, a Shakespearean comedy and a 
selection of poetry based around metaphors. As a result, by the end of the year, they will have become acquainted with the 3 key forms of literature 
that they will go on to study at GCSE and beyond.

Year 8

•By the end of Y8, students will have once again encountered the genres described above. This time, students will focus much more heavily on the 
analysis of original passages of text than in Y7. Students will encounter through their study of The Tempest the concept of tragedy as well as comedy. 
Students in this unit will also focus more heavily on the notion of contextual factors and their influence on a writer. In the Summer term, the 
students’ study of Animal Farm will allow them to develop for the first time the idea of an allegory; this is essential learning for them as they continue 
onto GCSE to study texts such as A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls.

Year 9

•This year, students will focus much more heavily on the concept of the writer as having perspectives and being influenced by contextual factors such 
as religion and gender politics as they study Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. In studying “Romeo and Juliet,” students will for the first time encounter 
the notion of tragedy. Furthermore, for the first time they will discover the importance of wider reading as they engage with literary criticism. In 
their study of Relationships poetry, students will take a much deeper dive into the terminology used in the analysis of poetry, particularly that 
around structure.

Year 10

•During Y10, students will focus for the first time heavily on the contextual factors that surround the play, seeing the text for the first time as an 
obvious construct through which the writer conveys a political or societal message. Following this, students will have to independently analyse 
poems, focusing on how writers use language and structure to create meaning. Finally, students will use their understanding of the play form in order 
to study a new type of play, the morality play, through their study of An Inspector Calls. 

Year 11

•Students have already learnt in depth the concept of allegory in their study of Animal Farm in Y8, so will be able to grasp the concept of Scrooge as 
an allegorical character easily when they read "A Christmas Carol". In Y11, students will be preparing for their examinations, so will focus heavily on 
how to answer Literature questions through exam-style responses. Therefore, they will develop the domain knowledge associated with the craft of 
writing essays.


