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Distance Learning  
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English Literature and Language 
 

Week Learn 

Complete the following activities 

Quiz 

Follow the link 

to complete the 

quiz 

Submit 

Tick 

when 

complete 

1 

w/c 1st June 

 

English Lit : GCSE Macbeth - 

Quotations 

o Read through the 

information about quotes 

from Macbeth on seneca 

and/or in your work pack 

o Create a series of mindmaps 

that display your favourite 

quotations about each 

character 

 

Now complete 

Quiz 1  

 

Do this on 

Microsoft Forms 

or the printed 

copy.  

 

2 

w/c 8th June 

English Lit : Macbeth Summary 

o Read through the 

information on the play 

Macbeth on bitesize and/or 

in your work pack 

o Create a plot summary that 

summarises the key events 

of the play 

 

Now complete 

Quiz 2  

 

Do this on 

Microsoft Forms 

or the printed 

copy. 

 

3 

w/c 15th June 

English Lit : AQA GCSE 

Macbeth Characters 

o Read through the 

information on the play 

Macbeth on bitesize and/or 

in your work pack 

o Create mindmaps revising 

each character  

Now complete 

Quiz 3  

 

Do this on 

Microsoft Forms 

or the printed 

copy. 

 

4 

w/c 22nd 

June 

English Lit : English Lit: AQA 

GCSE Poetry - Power & 

Conflict 

o Read through the 

information on the poetry on 

bitesize and/or in your work 

pack 

o Create a mindmap for each 

of the following poems 

o Remains 

o Poppies 

o War Photographer 

o Bayonet Charge 

o Kamikaze 

o Exposure 

Now complete 

Quiz 4  

 

Do this on 

Microsoft Forms 

or the printed 

copy. 

 

teachinhttps://app.senecalearning.com/teacher/class/zo3ilupxbs/coursesg%20%20Learning/Distance%20Learning/Distance%20Learning%20Summer%202%202020/Year%2010%20Distance%20Learning/English%20two%20pager.docx
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTH541hZHvfNKk9ug2s3rF1pUNVNSRTA0Q0xLVUlQRzQ5VFBXUkdIWkZaMy4u
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8qp9qt/revision/2
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTH541hZHvfNKk9ug2s3rF1pUNUFJQlBCUVZWUEUwVzdOOEdKQ0ZMMThHSi4u
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z347v4j/revision/1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTH541hZHvfNKk9ug2s3rF1pUNFVaR08wSTJXT1FFTTBETktNWTRKSVdWRy4u
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zprysg8
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTH541hZHvfNKk9ug2s3rF1pUODhYR01aREc2RFFONEtDUVNVSkw1RlZLOS4u


5 

w/c 29th June 

 

English Language - Grammar 

o Read through the 

information on the poetry on 

bitesize and/or in your work 

pack 

o Create a mindmap about  

o the different word 

classes 

o sentence types 

o tenses 

o common mistakes 

 

Now complete 

Quiz 5  

 

Do this on 

Microsoft Forms 

or the printed 

copy. 

 

6 

w/c 6th July  

 

English Language – 

Punctuation 

o Read through the 

information on the poetry on 

bitesize and/or in your work 

pack 

o Create a mindmap about  

o the different word types of 

punctuation 

 

Now complete 

Quiz 6  

 

Do this on 

Microsoft Forms 

or the printed 

copy. 

 

Stretch  English Language – Audience, 

purpose and form 

o Read through the 

information on audience, 

purpose and form on bitesize 

o Create a mindmap on the 

differenty types of audience, 

purpose and form 

 

  

Getting Help  

If you are stuck on a piece of work, work through this check-list until you can find a 

solution.   
[EXAMPLES BELOW – INSERT SUBJECT APPROPRIATE CHECKLIST] 

o Google the meaning of any words or key terms you are not sure of. 

o Search for the topic on the BBC Bitesize website.  

o Search for a video on the topic on Youtube with GCSE English in the title. For 

example “GCSE English Macbeth” 

o Look at some popular English teacher youtube channels such as Mr Bruff and 

Stacey Reay    

If you are really stuck, make a note of what your question is, and e-mail your teacher 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx3gr82/revision/1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTH541hZHvfNKk9ug2s3rF1pUNjBINDBMNzdVSUtQTlgxRUcyTFRSNEpQQy4u
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqsyvcw/revision/1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTH541hZHvfNKk9ug2s3rF1pUQkNQWlJCMkNYVUQwTU1aMUVOSkVRTDBCNy4u
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2nr9qt/revision/1


Quiz Questions 

Week 1 

1. Why does Lady Macbeth say “unsex me here”? 

2. How does Lady Macbeth have masculine traits in the play? 

3. What causes Macbeth to go mad? 

4. What does Macbeth mean when he says his mind is ‘fil’d’? 

5. What animal does Macbeth say his mind is full of? 

6. What other events in the play show that Macbeth is going mad? 

7. Why does Lady Macbeth go mad? 

8. What does the blood she sees on her hands symbolise? 

9. What does blood symbolise in the play? 

10. What does sleep symbolise in the play? 

11. What do children symbolise in the play? 

12. How is Macbeth a hero at the start of the play? 

13. What is Macbeth’s ambition? 

14. Give examples of the imagery of terror used in the play 

15. How is Macbeth a loving and submissive husband? 

16. How does Lady Macbeth treat Macbeth at the start of the play? 

17. How is Macbeth mentally unstable? 

18. What is a tyrant? 

19. How is Macbeth tyrannical in the play? 

 

Week 2 

1. Who does Macbeth meet at the start of the play? 

2. What do they tell him? 

3. How does Lady Macbeth feel about the witches’ prophesies to Macbeth and why? 

4. Where does Duncan go to stay at the start of the play? 

5. What does Macbeth do to Duncan and why? 

6. Who becomes King after Duncan’s murder? 

7. Who is Macbeth’s closest friend? 

8. How does Banquo react to Macbeth becoming King and why? 

9. What are the second prophesies that Macbeth receives and how does he react to these? 

10. What is happening in England while Macbeth is ruling Scotland? 

11. Why does Lady Macbeth commit suicide? 

12. What happens to Macbeth at the end of the play? 

 

Week 3 

1. How is Macbeth ambitious? 

2. How is Macbeth brave? 

3. How is Macbeth changeable? 

4. How does Macbeth have a guilty conscience? 

5. How is Lady Macbeth cunning? 

6. How is Lady Macbeth ambitious? 



7. How is Lady Macbeth conscience-stricken? 

8. How is Banquo questioning? 

9. How is Banquo noble? 

10. How is Macduff loyal? 

11. How is Macduff revengeful? 

12. How are the witches supernatural? 

13. How are the witches ambiguous? 

 

Week 4 

Remains 

1. What inspired Armitage to write the poem? 

2. What is the story of the poem Remains? 

3. What does Armitage expose about war in Remains? 

4. What does Armitage demonstrate about the effects of war on individuals in Remains? 

5. How does Armitage hope the reader will feel after reading the poem in Remains? 

6. List 3 structural features that Armitage uses and their effect in Remains 

7. Why is the poem organised into regular quatrains in Remains? 

8. How and why do the pronouns change in the poem Remains? 

9. Give a metaphor that Armitage uses in Remains to highlight the brutality of war and 

explain its effect 

10. Give a metaphor that Armitage uses in Remains to demonstrate the soldier’s feelings 

and explain its effect 

Poppies 

1. What inspired Weir to write the poem Poppies? 

2. What is the story of the poem Poppies? 

3. What does Weir expose about war in Poppies? 

4. What does Weir demonstrate in Poppies about the effects of war on individuals? 

5. List 3 structural features that Weir uses in Poppies and their effect 

6. What is the effect of the metaphor in Poppies “Sellotape bandaged around my hand”? 

7. What is the effect of the metaphor in Poppies “steeled the softening of my face”? 

8. Why might Weir focus on the “gelled blackthorns” of the son’s hair in Poppies? 

9. What is the effect of the simile “the world overflowing like a treasure chest” in Poppies? 

10. What is the effect of the metaphor “released a song bird from its cage” in Poppies? 

War Photographer 

1. What is the story of the poem War Photographer? 

2. What does Duffy expose about war in War Photographer?  

3. What does Duffy criticise in War Photographer? 

4. What does Duffy encourage readers to do in War Photographer and why? 

5. Why does Duffy use a regular rhyme scheme in War Photographer and divide the poem 

into regular quatrains? 

6. Why might Duffy use an irregular meter in War Photographer? 

7. What is the effect of the metaphor “spools of suffering set out in ordered rows” in War 

Photographer? 



8. What imagery does Duffy juxtapose in the poem in War Photographer? 

9. What is the effect of the metaphor “a half-formed ghost” in War Photographer? 

10. What is the effect of the line “blood stained into foreign dust” in War Photographer? 

Bayonet Charge 

1. Which conflict inspired Hughes to write the poem Bayonet Charge? 

2. What story does the poem tell in Bayonet Charge? 

3. What does Hughes expose and highlight about war and its impact on soldiers and nature 

in Bayonet Charge? 

4. What does Hughes criticise and why in Bayonet Charge? 

5. List 2 structural features that Hughes uses and their effect in Bayonet Charge 

6. What is the effect of the metaphor “bullets smacking the belly out of the air” in Bayonet 

Charge? 

7. What is the effect of the simile “the patriotic tear that had brimmed in his eye, sweating 

like molten iron out the centre of his chest” in Bayonet Charge? 

8. What is the effect of the Metaphor “in what cold clockwork of the star and the nations 

was he the hand pointing at that second?” in Bayonet Charge? 

9. Explain Hughes’ use of natural imagery and what it represents in Bayonet Charge 

10. What is the effect of the simile “King, honour, human dignity, etcetera, dropped like 

luxuries in a yelling alarm” in Bayonet Charge?  

Exposure 

1. Which conflict inspired Owen to write the poem Exposure? 

2. What did Owen believe his duty was and why in Exposure? 

3. What story does the poem tell in Exposure? 

4. What does Owen expose about war and its impact on soldiers in Exposure? 

5. What does Owen criticise and why? in Exposure 

6. List 3 structural features that Hughes uses in Exposure and their effect 

7. What is personified in the poem and how in Exposure? 

8. Give an example of a refrain used in the poem in Exposure and explain its effect 

9. Why might Hughes focus on the “sunk fires” in Exposure? 

10. What is the effect of the metaphor in Exposure “on us the doors are closed”? 

Charge of the Light Brigade 

1. Which conflict inspired Tennyson to write the poem Bayonet Charge? 

2. What tone does the poem have in Bayonet Charge and why might this be, linking to 

what you know about Tennyson? 

3. What story does the poem tell in Bayonet Charge? 

4. What does Tennsyon expose about war in Bayonet Charge and its impact on soldiers? 

5. What does Tennyson praise in Bayonet Charge and why? 

6. List 2 structural features that Hughes uses in Bayonet Charge and their effect 

7. Give an example of a refrain used in Bayonet Charge and explain its effect 

8. Give an example of anaphora used in Bayonet Charge and explain its effect 

9. Give an example of biblical metaphors used in Bayonet Charge and explain their effect 

10. Why might Tennyson repeat the word “flash’d” in Bayonet Charge? 

11. Give an example of imperative verbs used in Bayonet Charge and explain their effect 

Kamikaze 



1. Which conflict inspired Garland to write the poem? 

2. What story does the poem tell? 

3. What does Garland expose? 

4. What does Garland highlight? 

5. List 3 structural features that Garland uses and their effect 

6. Why might Garland include the “sunrise” and the “samurai sword”? 

7. Explain the effect of the metaphor “a shaven head full of powerful incantations” 

8. Explain the effect of the imagery of the “little fishing boats strung out like bunting” 

9. Explain the effect of the colour imagery “green-blue translucent sea” 

10. Give an example of the quote “we too learned to be silent” 

 

Week 5 

1. What is a noun? 

2. What is an adjective? 

3. What is a verb? 

4. What is an adverb? 

5. What is a preposition? 

6. What is a connective? 

7. What is a sentence? 

8. What is a clause? 

9. What is a question? 

10. What is a simple sentence? 

11. What is a compound sentence? 

12. What is a complex sentence? 

13. What is a subject? 

14. What is an object? 

15. What is meant by tense? 

16. What is the present tense? 

17. What is the past tense? 

18. What is the future tense? 

 

Week 6 

1. What is a full stop? 

2. What are exclamation marks? 

3. What are question marks? 

4. What are commas? 

5. What is comma splicing? 

6. What is a question? 

7. What is an apostrophe? 



8. What are round brackets? 

9. What is an ellipsis? 

10. What is a semi-colon? 

11. How should a list be separated? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 1 - English Lit: GCSE Macbeth – Quotations 

Masculinity - Lady Macbeth 

Lady Macbeth is a woman with masculine traits who wants to have her femininity removed. She 

attacks Macbeth's masculinity at various points in the play. 

 ‘Come you spirits / That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here / And fill me from the crown to the 

toe topfull / Of direst cruelty’ (1,5). 

Lady Macbeth wishes that she could be more masculine and have the qualities that people thought 

belonged to men. These included strength, courage and ruthlessness, as can be seen in this quote. 

She uses many imperative (ordering) verbs here to show she is in command. She orders the spirits to 

‘unsex’ her because she wants to be less feminine. 

‘Pale and green’ (1,7) 

This is one of the ways Lady Macbeth attacks Macbeth’s masculinity when he shows doubts about 

going through with the murder.She asks him if he would rather live in fear than take action for the 

things he wants: ‘Art thou afeared / To be the same in thine own act and valour, / As thou art in 

desire?’ By questioning his bravery, she suggests that he is weak. Men were supposed to be strong. 

'Are you a man?' When Macbeth sees Banquo’s ghost, Lady Macbeth says: 'Are you a man?' 

(3,4).Madness was seen as a disorder that only affected women. 

 ‘Bring forth men-children only, / For thy undaunted mettle should compose / Nothing but males’ 

(1,7). 

When Macbeth says these words to his wife, it reflects the value of bravery at the time. He is saying 

that her bravery – ‘undaunted mettle’ – is so praiseworthy and masculine that the only children she 

will give birth to will be males. 

Again, this suggests that Lady Macbeth has some masculine traits in the play. 

Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth to ‘bring forth men-children only’ (1,7). This reflects the value of 

bravery at the time. He is saying that her bravery – ‘undaunted mettle’ – is so praiseworthy and 

masculine that the only children she will give birth to will be males. 

Madness - Macbeth 

Duncan's murder causes Macbeth to go mad. Many see him as a mad ruler because of his tyrannical 

nature. 

'Fil'd' (3,1) 

After the murder of King Duncan, Macbeth believes he has ‘fil’d’ his mind (defiled it).This means that 

he has harmed his sanity and can’t have peace in his life: 'the gracious Duncan have I murder’d, / Put 

rancours in the vessel of my peace’. Committing the murder has disturbed him. 

‘O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife!’ (3,2) 

This is said by Macbeth to Lady Macbeth. This metaphor suggests that he cannot control his 

thoughts and that he lives under a constant threat. 



‘This is the very painting of your fear; / This is the air-drawn dagger which you said / Led you to 

Duncan. ... 

 ... O’ these flaws and starts, / Impostors to true fear, would well become / A woman’s story at a 

winter’s fire.’ 

When Macbeth sees Banquo’s ghost, Lady Macbeth is angry. With those words, she tells him it is his 

imagination, that he is seeing things that old women talk about in fairy tales. 

‘Some say he’s mad; others that lesser hate him / Do call it valiant fury’ (5,2). 

This is what Caithness says about Macbeth before the English army advances on Dunsinane. Many 

people think Macbeth's mad. His rule has become tyrannical and his supporters are abandoning him. 

He seems to be losing control. Menteth thinks that this is because of Macbeth’s own inner turmoil 

(disorder). Killing King Duncan was so unnatural that he must feel torn inside: ‘Who then shall blame 

/ His pester’d senses to recoil and start / When all that is within does condemn / Itself for being 

there’ (5,2). 

 

Madness – Lady Macbeth 

By Act 5, Lady Macbeth has gone mad and is seen sleepwalking. 

‘Here’s the smell of the blood still; all the perfumes of / Arabia will not sweeten this little hand. O, O, 

O’ (5,1). 

This is an example of how Lady Macbeth’s words when sleepwalking show all the emotions and 

thoughts that she keeps bottled up when she is awake. She is clearly distressed. This is shown by her 

cries of ‘O’. The adjective ‘little’ describing her hand makes her seem childlike and innocent. 

‘My hands are of your colour, but I shame / To wear a heart so white’ and ‘A little water clears us of 

this deed’ (2,2). 

This is what Lady Macbeth says after they commit murder. It is very different from what she says 

when sleepwalking. It’s clear that her subconscious (the part of your mind that notices and 

remembers information when you are not actively trying to do so) thinks that she can never get rid 

of the guilt that she feels from the murder.Lady Macbeth’s words when sleepwalking show all the 

emotions and thoughts that she keeps bottled up when she is awake: 

She is clearly distressed. This is shown by her cries of ‘O’. The adjective ‘little’ describing her hand 

makes her seem childlike and innocent. 

Blood 

Blood symbolises many different things in Macbeth: 

‘Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood / ... Clean from my hand? No: this my hand will rather 

/ The multitudinous seas incarnadine, / Making the green one red’ (2,2). 

These words suggest that Macbeth doesn’t think he will be able to wash the blood from his hands 

after King Duncan’s murder. He thinks the blood is so great that it will stain the ocean red if he tries 

to clean his hands. 



Blood symbolises the size of his crime: he will never be able to clean away the evidence of what he 

has done because it is so horrible. The blood might wash away, but the memory of it, and the threat 

of consequences, will always be there. 

‘Out, damned spot! Out, I say!’ (5,1) 

This is said by Lady Macbeth when she sleepwalks and symbolises that she cannot get rid of the 

blood that she imagines is on her hands. Again, blood represents the crimes that she has committed. 

‘It will have blood they say: blood will have blood’ (3,5). 

This is said by Macbeth to Lady Macbeth. This suggests that murder will lead to other murders and 

consequences. There will be retribution (punishment) if you kill. 

He says: ‘I am in blood / Stepp’d in so far that I should wade no more’. It is impossible for Macbeth to 

go back now. 

‘bloody business’ (2,1) 

This is how Macbeth calls the plot to commit murder. He believes that his visions are a consequence 

of the plot. For example, the dagger that he sees as a vision becomes covered in blood. 

‘smok’d with bloody execution’ (1,2) 

These words are used to describe Macbeth's sword and symbolise his bravery. 

‘the nea’er in blood, / The nearer bloody.’ 

This is how Donalbain warns Malcolm after King Duncan’s body is discovered. Blood here represents 

lineage and that they have the blood of their father in their veins. They are at risk of whoever has 

killed him harming them. 

Women and Children 

Children are lineage: they continue the bloodline after death. A woman’s role was to give birth to 

children and feed them. 

‘Come to my woman’s breasts / And take my milk for gall’. 

A woman’s role was to give birth to children and feed them. It is the first thing that Lady Macbeth 

rejects when she tries to get the power to control her husband. This quote represents how Lady 

Macbeth wishes to lose her femininity to become bitter and evil. 

Lady Macbeth tells Macbeth she would rather brutally murder her own baby than break a promise 

to him. She says this after he says he no longer wants to kill King Duncan: ‘I would, while it was 

smiling in my face, / Have pluck’d my nipple from his boneless gums / And dash’d the brains out, had 

I so sworn / As you have done to this’ (1,7). 

‘wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls / That trace him in his line’ (4,2). 

Two spirits appear to Macbeth as children (4,1). One represents a baby not born of women and one 

represents Malcolm. He is holding the branch of Birnam Wood, even though he is an adult. 

Macbeth then says this quote, meaning that he will destroy Macduff's lineage (4,2). By calling them 

‘babes’, he makes the children sound more vulnerable. 



He plans to end ‘his line’, which is killing off any one who would inherit from Macduff and continue 

his family name. This is done with the murder of Macduff’s son in the next scene. 

‘Macduff was from his mother’s womb / Untimely ripp’d.’ 

This quote about Macduff’s birth becomes the main anagnorisis (realisation) of the play. 

The language and structure here really emphasise the revelation. The line breaks after ‘womb’ to 

create a pause before ‘untimely ripp’d’. 

This verb phrase is savage, just as the moment in the play is horrendous for Macbeth. It means he 

can be killed (5,8). 

Sleep 

Sleep seems to represent innocence. 

‘A heavy summons lies like lead upon me, / ... And yet I would not sleep; merciful powers, / Restrain 

in me the cursed thoughts that nature / Gives way to in repose’ (2,1) 

This quote suggest that Banquo cannot sleep because he has nightmares after seeing the witches. 

Banquo suffers just because he listens to the witches and because he wants the prophecy about him 

to come true. His lack of sleep could show that he is not innocent from supernatural influence 

anymore. 

‘Methought I heard a voice cry, ‘Sleep no more: / ... ... Macbeth does murder sleep’, the innocent 

sleep, / Sleep that knits up the ravell’d sleeve of care, / The death of each day’s life, sore labour’s 

bath, / Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course, / Chief nourisher in life’s feast’ (2,2). 

These words mean that, after King Duncan’s murder, Macbeth believes he has murdered sleep. 

The list of sleep’s qualities shows how valuable sleep is in life – it heals, nourishes and allows us to 

get rid of the stresses of the day before. Macbeth killed King Duncan in his sleep. This becomes 

symbolic of Macbeth killing his own peace. He will never rest soundly again. 

‘Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and sleep / In the affliction of these terrible dreams / That shake us 

nightly’ (3,2). 

This quote represents how Macbeth seems to struggle to sleep after the murder of King Duncan. 

After seeing Banquo’s ghost, Lady Macbeth tells him: ‘You lack the season of all natures, sleep’ (3,5). 

This suggests that lack of sleep has made him see things and act in an irrational (not reasonable) 

way. 

‘Unnatural deeds / Do breed unnatural troubles; infected minds / ...... To their deaf pillows will 

discharge their secrets. / More needs she the divine than the physician’ (5,1). 

This is what the Doctor says about Lady Macbeth when she begins to sleepwalk. Sleepwalking is a 

sign that she is possessed by evil spirits. The audience might see it is a symptom of her disturbed 

mind. The doctor believes she needs God’s forgiveness – there is nothing that a doctor can do to 

cure her. Her sleepwalking is punishment. 

Again, her lack of sleep could suggest that she has lost her innocence and her goodness, and so is 

not rewarded with healing sleep. 



Macbeth the Hero 

At the start of the play, Macbeth is a hero. 

'For brave Macbeth (well he deserves that name)' 

Macbeth has bravely fought in a battle on the side of his ruler, King Duncan, risking his own life. The 

Captain, who is telling King Duncan about the battle, is clearly impressed by Macbeth's bravery. By 

using brackets here, Shakespeare is emphasising that Macbeth deserves to be called brave and that 

his bravery stands out. Macbeth obviously lives by the heroic code (tells you how a noble person 

should act). 

 ‘We will proceed no further in this business’. 

Macbeth tells his wife that he does not want to kill King Duncan anymore. Macbeth really struggles 

with the decision to go ahead with the plot. Macbeth does not want to go against his friend, his king 

or God (removing the rightful king from the throne was a sin against God). Lady Macbeth 

manipulates Macbeth to go ahead with the murder – she calls him a coward, accuses him of lying to 

his wife, implies that he is less than a man, etc. 

‘He unseam'd him from the nave to th' chaps, / And fix'd his head upon our battlements’. 

N.B. chaps is spelt 'chops' in some versions. 

Macbeth's violent side is present from the start. He is thought to be a hero because of his violent 

nature – but, he uses this violence to kill people for the king. When fighting the Norwegian enemies, 

Macbeth attacked a man he had never met before and slit him open from his belly to his jaw, and 

then cut off his head and placed it on the battlements. 

Macbeth - Ambitious, but Torn 

Macbeth meets the three witches while returning from the battle. They greet him as Thane of 

Glamis (which he is), Thane of Cawdor (which the audience knows he is, but Macbeth does not), and 

tell him he shall be king. 

'Two truths are told / As happy prologues to the swelling act / Of the imperial theme' (1,3). 

When Macbeth finds out that he is in fact Thane of Cawdor, as the witches have told him, his mind 

leaps to the possibility of becoming king. But he is immediately not sure if what he has been told is 

for the best. 

'If good, why do I yield to that suggestion / Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair, / ...... And make 

my seated heart knock at my ribs, / Against the use of nature?' (1,3) 

Macbeth`s mind jumps to the death of King Duncan - the only way of becoming king. The imagery of 

terror that Shakespeare uses in this quote suggests that Macbeth is already thinking about murder. 

The possibility of power has moved him from a loyal subject to the worst kind of traitor. 

‘Stars, hide your fires, / Let not light see my black and deep desires’. (1,4) 

In an aside, Macbeth says that Malcolm is now an obstacle for him and says those words, admiting 

that he wants the crown, even though it is disloyal to want it. 

‘I have no spur / to prick the sides of my intent, but only / ... ...Vaulting ambition which o’erleaps 

itself / And falls on th’other’. (1,7) 



Macbeth says this in his soliloquy at the start of the scene. Macbeth is struggling to take action. He 

realises the only thing making him want to kill King Duncan is ambition. He says ambition makes 

people do stupid things and leads to disaster. 

Imagery of Terror 

When Macbeth finds out that he is Thane of Cawdor, his mind leaps to the possibility of become 

king. Shakespeare uses imagery of terror to show that Macbeth is already thinking about murder 

(i.e. murdering Duncan). For example: 

'Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair' 

'Make my seated heart knock at my ribs' 

Fate and Macbeth's Ambition 

As Macbeth becomes more ambitious, his acceptance of fate changes: 

'Without my stir' 

'If chance will have me king, why then chance may crown me, / Without my stir' (1,3) 

Towards the beginning of the play, Macbeth decides that if fate has said he will be king, then that 

will happen without him interfering. 

'What's he / That was not born of woman? Such a one / Am I to fear or none.' (5,7) 

Macbeth is still thinking about the prophecies, even when trapped in the castle. Macbeth thinks he 

can't be harmed by anyone that a woman gave birth to. Siward's son is the first to fight Macbeth, 

but he loses. Macbeth believes that the prophecy is protecting him. He does not fear anyone: 'But 

swords I smile at, weapons laugh to scorn, / Brandished by man that's of a woman born.' 

Macbeth - Loving and Submissive Husband 

In Macbeth and Lady Macbeth's relationship, Macbeth seems kinder and more caring, whereas Lady 

Macbeth appears to have more control. 

'My dearest love' (1,5) 

Macbeth uses loving language towards his wife, when they are first together on the stage. Macbeth 

writes to his wife and tells her about the witches. Many men would not talk such things with their 

wives. He seems to treat her more equally, maybe because he cares about her, or he values her 

opinion. Perhaps she has helped him with decisions in the past? It might give the audience a clue 

about why he lets her influence him in the way that she does at the start of the play. 

'Great Glamis, worthy Cawdor' (1,5) 

Instead of loving language, Lady Macbeth greets her husband by flattering his status. Lady Macbeth 

dominates the conversation. Macbeth hardly speaks. He seems the more caring of the two here. 

Lady Macbeth decides the plan for them. Macbeth tells her they will speak more later, but Lady 

Macbeth seems to interrupt him. This makes us question things about his character – is he 

desperately in love with her and keen to please? Or is he really weak mentally? Does Macbeth kill 

King Duncan to please his wife? 

‘We will speak further—’ (1,5) 



Macbeth doesn’t speak much in this scene. Lady Macbeth seems to have power over him. He tries to 

put her off with those words but the dash shows that she interrupts him. She tells him to worry 

about how he comes across and that she will sort everything out. She is immediately shown to be a 

manipulative character, almost overpowering her husband. 

Lady Macbeth's Treatment of Macbeth 

Lady Macbeth seems to view Macbeth as weak and controls him accordingly. 

'I fear thy nature, / It is too full o' th' milk of human kindness / To catch the nearest way' (1,5). 

Shakespeare uses this metaphor to suggest that Macbeth is a good man. But milk, a substance that 

mothers make to feed to their young, might also suggest that Lady Macbeth sees his kindness as 

weakness. In this way, as is the case with many Shakespearian plays, the male character seems to 

have more stereotypically feminine traits (i.e. Macbeth seems kinder and more caring). 

'But screw your courage to the sticking-place, / And we'll not fail' (1,7). 

This is what Lady Macbeth says when her husband asks what would happen if they fail on their plan 

to kill the king. Macbeth is very torn about whether he should kill the king. He decides not to go on 

because he does not think ambition alone is a good enough reason to want the crown. He seems to 

fear people retaliating, but his wife quickly persuades him to continue with the plan. This suggests 

that she has power over her husband. 

'Are you a man?' (3,4). This is what Lady Macbeth asks when Macbeth sees Banquo's ghost. This 

suggests that a lack of courage makes him less of a man. People often saw mental disturbances as a 

female problem. 

Macbeth's Changing Relationship 

Macbeth seems to become more distant from his wife as the play progresses. 

'Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck' (3,2) 

Macbeth says this to his wife. Lady Macbeth was the key motivator behind the murder of King 

Duncan. But Macbeth doesn't even discuss his plan to kill Banquo. Perhaps he wants to save her the 

suffering that he feels: 'O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife!' (3,2). 

It seems he has taken control and there has been a power shift in their relationship. Macbeth is 

almost shown to be paranoid here. 

‘We have scorch’d the snake, not killed it.’ 

This is what Macbeth responds when Lady Macbeth worries he is thinking a lot of bad thoughts 

about killing King Duncan and says: ‘what’s done, is done’. 

Macbeth - Mentally Unstable 

Macbeth's response to murdering Duncan, and the fact he sees supernatural visions, suggest he is 

mentally unstable. His obsession with murdering others reinforces this. 

'art thou but / A dagger of the mind, a false creation, / Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?' 

(2,1). 

 



 

Throughout the play, Macbeth sees supernatural things, such as a floating dagger, Banquo's ghost 

and the spirits that are shown to him by the witches. This quote reflects that it is unclear whether 

these visions are real or his hallucinations (ghostly images). 

'murdered sleep' (2,2) 

After Macbeth has killed King Duncan, he believes he has 'murdered sleep' (2,2). He seems ashamed 

of the blood on his hands, calling it a 'sorry sight'. This suggests that he already feels regret over the 

murder. It is the last time, until the final act, that we see Macbeth kill anyone with his own hands. 

Murder seems to have disturbed him. 

Macbeth - Protecting the Crown 

After Macbeth is crowned, he continues murdering people to protect his position. He seems to think 

the crown has cost him greatly, so he really doesn’t want to lose it. 

'To be thus is nothing, / But to be safely thus.' (3,1) 

This is part of Macbeth`s soliloquy (speech to himself). He talks about why he must murder Banquo 

to keep his crown safe. 

He does not want Banquo's sons to inherit the crown because Macbeth has damned himself to get it 

from King Duncan and his heirs – he has worked hard to murder King Duncan and gain the crown, 

and does not want to give it up: 'For Banquo's issue have I filed my mind; / For them, the gracious 

Duncan have I murdered, / Put rancours in the vessel of my peace / Only for them, and mine eternal 

jewel / Given to the common enemy of man' (3,1). 

This speech shows that Macbeth is struggling mentally after the murder and cannot find peace. 

Shakespeare hints at his lack of sleep many times throughout the play. This might be to explain why 

he acts in violent ways. The metaphor, 'eternal jewel' refers to his immortal soul. He has given his 

soul to the 'common enemy of man'. 

This means that he believes Satan will now possess his soul after death and he is damned 

(condemned) to being tortured in Hell. 

‘I am cabin’d, cribb’d, confin’d, bound in / To saucy doubts and fears’ (3,4) 

This quote represents that Macbeth feels scared again, after hearing that Banquo is dead but 

Fleance escaped, because he has not eliminated the threat to his crown. 

Mine eternal Jewel / Given to the common enemy of man' 

This quote is from Macbeth's soliloquy in Act 3. The metaphor, 'eternal jewel' refers to his immortal 

soul. He has given his soul to the 'common enemy of man'. This means that he believes Satan will 

now possess his soul after death and he is damned (condemned) to being tortured in Hell. 

 

Macbeth the Tyrant 

When Macbeth visits the witches in Act 4, Scene 1, they refer to him as 'something wicked'. This 

highlights his shift to being an evil character. 

‘black' and 'devilish' (4,3) 



The audience learns from the conversations between different thanes (including Macduff's meeting 

with Malcolm in England) that Macbeth is a tyrannical (oppressive and controlling) king and Scotland 

is suffering under his rule. They call Macbeth ‘black' and 'devilish'. This shows that they think of him 

as evil. 

 ‘Doth unfix my hair / And make my seated heart knock at my ribs / Against the use of nature’. 

Macbeth says this in an aside. Macbeth feels afraid because something would have to happen to 

King Duncan for him to become king. He might even have to harm King Duncan. At this point, he 

does not want to harm King Duncan, as he recognises the Divine Right of Kings, knowing that King 

Duncan was chosen by God to rule Scotland. He also feels a sense of loyalty to his friend. 

‘Glamis, and Thane of Cawdor: / The greatest is behind’. 

Macbeth speaks to himself (and the audience). His use of ‘greatest’ shows that the thing he places 

the most value on (the possibility of being king) is still yet to come – his path to it is behind closed 

doors and not yet revealed, but he feels that it could actually become a reality. 

‘So fair and foul a day I have not seen’ 

Macbeth enters the stage for the first time in this scene. This is his first line of the play. This is 

important because it shows he knows about the trouble in nature. Things are mixed up and strange. 

This foreshadows (indicates something in the future) the conflict that will soon happen. This could 

also show how Macbeth’s personality and feelings are mixed, and that the play will show his true 

nature. 

Macbeth, Act 5, Scenes 3 

In his castle, Macbeth isn't interested in the reports he's hearing about the army. He still believes in 

what the spirits said. 

'Till Birnam Wood remove to Dunsinane, / I cannot taint with fear' 

This is what Macbeth tells his advisors. This moment contrasts to Macbeth’s first meeting with the 

witches, where he did not believe them because he felt that witchcraft was evil. Here, Macbeth is 

living his life based on the prophecies from the witches and ignores warnings. 

'I'll fight, till from my bones my flesh be hacked' 

This is what Macbeth says after being told that the army is coming. He finally decides to put on his 

armour. The doctor tells Macbeth that Lady Macbeth is troubled. He says she can't sleep properly. 

Macbeth asks him to cure her: 'Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased, / Pluck from the memory 

a rooted sorrow'. Macbeth knows that the thanes are abandoning him. He wishes that the doctor 

could cure Scotland too. 

‘A tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing’. (5,5) 

Macbeth is shocked after finding out that Lady Macbeth is dead. He realises he has lost everything. 

This shows how the loss of his wife, and his increased power, have completely changed Macbeth. He 

feels there is no point to life anymore. 

 

 



Week 2 – Macbeth Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. While returning from a battle victory, Macbeth, a powerful lord, meets three Witches who 

predict that he will become King of Scotland. 

2. Macbeth tells his wife of the Witches' predictions and she encourages him to murder the 

current king, Duncan, who is staying with them as a guest. 

3. After Macduff discovers the murder, Duncan's sons flee the country, leaving the way clear 

for Macbeth to become king. 

4. Banquo, Macbeth's best friend, becomes suspicious of what his friend has done so Macbeth 

has him murdered too. 

5. Macbeth pays a second visit to the Witches and receives more predictions. 

6. In England, Malcolm (Duncan's elder son) and his chief supporter, Macduff, plan to invade 

Scotland to win back the throne. An enraged Macbeth has Macduff's wife and children 

killed; Macduff swears revenge. 



7. Lady Macbeth suffers from guilt for what she has done and eventually commits suicide. 

8. Malcolm's invasion is successful and Macduff kills Macbeth. Malcolm becomes the new King 

of Scotland and the country counts the cost of Macbeth's short but bloody reign. 

Detailed plot summary 

A fateful meeting 

Macbeth, the powerful Thane of Glamis, has led the Scottish army of King Duncan to victory against 

an invading force and has personally fought bravely. As he returns from the battle with his best 

friend, Banquo, they meet three Witches. They predict that Macbeth will be made Thane of Cawdor 

(a more powerful position than that he currently holds) and eventually become King of Scotland. 

They also tell Banquo that although he will never be king, his descendants will; the Witches then 

vanish. Almost immediately, Macbeth receives the news that in gratitude for leading his troops to 

victory Duncan is making him Thane of Cawdor. Macbeth begins to wonder whether this means the 

other predictions will come true as well. 

Murder! 

Duncan is due to stay with the Macbeths as a house guest. When Lady Macbeth receives Macbeth's 

news in a letter, she resolves to make the most of the situation. Macbeth and his wife plan and carry 

out Duncan's murder. When Macbeth hesitates, his wife encourages him; she even takes part in the 

action. They try to cover up their deed by making it seem as if the King's servants are responsible. 

The following morning, Macduff, the Thane of Fife, discovers the King's body. In the confusion that 

follows, Macbeth kills Duncan's innocent guards so that they cannot talk. Malcolm and Donalbain, 

the king's sons, flee the country and the way is left clear for Macbeth to seize the throne. 

A guilty conscience 

Despite being King, Macbeth does not feel secure, especially when he thinks about the Witches' 

prediction that Banquo's descendants and not his own will be kings in the future. Banquo is 

suspicious of Macbeth's part in Duncan's death so Macbeth arranges for some hired murderers to 

kill Banquo and his son Fleance. They murder Banquo but Fleance escapes. Macbeth is furious but 

can do nothing. Later, at a banquet, Banquo's blood-stained ghost appears to Macbeth. Only he can 

see the ghost and the rest of the court begin to wonder whether Macbeth is going mad. 

More predictions 

Macbeth decides to consult the Witches again. They show him visions which tell Macbeth: 

• to beware of Macduff 

• that he cannot be harmed by anyone born of a woman 

• that he is safe until Birnam Wood moves to Dunsinane Hill 

As the second and third predictions are logically and physically impossible, Macbeth feels relatively 

safe. However, he learns that Macduff has gone to join Malcolm in England. Angered by what he 

sees as Macduff's treachery, he orders Macduff's castle to be seized and the Macduff family to be 

slaughtered. A devastated Macduff swears revenge on Macbeth and vows to support Malcolm in 

regaining the Scottish throne. 

Consequences 



Ever since Duncan's death, Lady Macbeth's conscience has been troubling her. She has taken to 

sleepwalking and tries to wash her hands clean of imaginary blood. She eventually dies; it is 

suggested by Malcolm later that she kills herself, but Macbeth seems almost too preoccupied to 

notice. 

Malcolm and Macduff's invasion begins; Macbeth still thinks he is protected by the Witches' 

predictions but he is wrong. When the invading army cut down the trees in Birnam Wood to use as 

camouflage, as they move to Macbeth's castle in Dunsinane, it seems as though the trees 

themselves are moving. 

Macduff comes face-to-face with Macbeth in battle. Macbeth boasts that Macduff cannot harm him 

but Macduff declares that he was not born naturally (but by Caesarean section). The two men fight 

and Macduff kills and then beheads Macbeth. Malcolm is declared the new king of Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 – Macbeth characters 

Macbeth - Character overview 

The cast of characters in Macbeth is not particularly large but each has an important part to play in 

the unfolding drama. Many of the characters are from the Scottish ruling class. Other characters are 

servants or soldiers and even supernatural beings. The central characters, the Macbeths, have a 

strong influence over the lives of the other characters. And they in their turn, are influenced by the 

words and actions of others. 

 

Main characters 

• Macbeth 

• Lady Macbeth 

• Secondary characters 

• Banquo 

• Macduff 

• The Witches 

• Minor characters 

• Duncan 

• Malcolm 

• Donalbain 

• Fleance 

• Seyton 

• Lady Macduff 

• The porter 

• Hecate 

Macbeth 

Macbeth is a complex character who changes throughout the course of the play. He is clearly a brave 

warrior and leader at the start of the drama but he falls victim to the Witches' predictions. It is 

unclear whether they plant ideas in his mind or whether they simply highlight thoughts that he has 

already had. In a series of soliloquies he repeatedly questions himself about his motives for killing 

the King but is eventually persuaded to continue by his forceful wife. 

Having committed murder he finds himself caught in a spiral of evil from which he can see no 

escape. His actions become less heroic and more cowardly as he continues to murder and terrorise 

others in order to hold on to his power. Towards the end of the play, when he realises that he is 

doomed, he briefly returns to his old heroic self. 

 
How is Macbeth like 

this? 
Evidence Analysis 

Ambitious 

At the start of the play, 
Macbeth is Thane of 
Glamis. He quickly 
becomes the more 
powerful Thane of 

The prince of Cumberland: 
That is a step / On which I 
must fall down, or else o'er-
leap, / For in my way it lies. 
Stars, hide your fires; / Let 

Macbeth is clearly 
worried by the strength 
of his own ambition 
which he refers to 
as black and deep 



Cawdor and 
then murders his way to 
become and remain King 
of Scotland. The Witches' 
predictions seem to 
waken the ambition 
already in him and he is 
spurred on by his wife. 

not light see my black and 
deep desires, / The eye wink 
at the hand. Yet let that be, / 
Which the eye fears, when it 
is done, to see. (Act 1 Scene 
4) 

desires. He knows there 
will be obstacles in his 
way but is determined 
to get round them. He 
just hopes that nobody 
will see what he is up to 
which is why he wants 
the stars to stop 
shining. 

Brave 

At the start of the play, 
Macbeth shows that he 
is a mighty warrior when 
he leads the Scottish 
troops to victory over an 
invading force. Duncan, 
the King, rewards him by 
making him Thane of 
Cawdor. At the end of the 
play, when he knows he 
is about to die, Macbeth 
regains some of his old 
bravery, as he faces 
Macduff in single combat. 

For brave Macbeth-- well he 
deserves that name -- / 
Disdaining fortune, with his 
brandished steel, / Which 
smoked with bloody 
execution, / Like Valour's 
minion carved out his 
passage / Till he faced the 
slave, Which ne'er shook 
hands, nor bade farewell to 
him, / Till he unseamed him 
from the nave to th'chaps, / 
And fixed his head upon our 
battlements. (Act 1 Scene 2) 

The Captain describes 
Macbeth's actions on 
the battlefield 
particularly when he 
seeks out and kills the 
traitor Macdonwald. 
The Captain uses a 
number of strong verbs 
and adjectives to show 
how brave Macbeth has 
been: 'brandished', 
'smoked', 'carved', 
'unseamed', 'fixed'. 

Changeable 

Macbeth keeps changing 
his mind about whether 
to murder Duncan or 
not. This is particularily so 
in the early part of the 
play. His ambition 
conflicts with his sense of 
loyalty and morality. Lady 
Macbeth is key to 
persuading him and 
keeping him determined. 

We will proceed no further in 
this business. / He hath 
honoured me of late, and I 
have bought / Golden 
opinions from all sorts of 
people, / Which would be 
worn now in their newest 
gloss, / Not cast aside so 
soon. I am settled and bend 
up / Each corporeal agent to 
this terrible feat. (Act 1 
Scene 7) 

Macbeth has just spent 
a difficult time 
convincing himself that 
killing the King is wrong. 
He tells Lady Macbeth 
that he will not carry 
out the deed. Within 
the space of a couple of 
minutes she argues the 
case for Duncan’s death 
and Macbeth is, once 
again, set on murder. 

Guilty 
conscience 

Throughout the 
play, Macbeth is 
tormented by thoughts 
of the evil things he has 
done. However, he is 
caught in a spiral of 
evil and does not seem 
able to stop himself. 

(seeing the GHOST) Avaunt, 
and quit my sight! Let the 
earth hide thee! / Thy bones 
are marrowless, thy blood is 
cold; / Thou hast no 
speculation in those eyes / 
Which thou dost glare 
with. (Act 3 Scene 4) 

Banquo's ghost appears 
to Macbeth alone, 
showing his overactive 
imagination triggered 
by a guilty conscience. 
Although he is now a 
king, Macbeth cannot 
command his own 
emotions and feels 
irrevocably set on this 
course of action. The 



court thinks he is going 
mad. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social and historical context 

A king in Shakespeare's time was thought to rule by 'divine right'. This meant that God had chosen 

that person directly to rule over others. The killing of a king (known as regicide) was therefore 

considered to be just about the worst crime that anyone could commit. That is why Macbeth's 

decision to murder Duncan seemed so horrific to an audience of the time and why the murderer has 

such a guilty conscience. The new King on the throne of England, James I (also known as James VI of 

Scotland), was paranoid about assassination attempts. This was unsurprising, since the infamous 

Gunpowder Plot to blow up the King and Parliament had taken place just months before Macbeth 

was first performed. 

 

Lady Macbeth 

Lady Macbeth is even more ambitious and ruthless than her husband. As soon as an opportunity to 

gain power presents itself, she has a plan in mind. She uses her influence to persuade Macbeth that 

they are taking the right course of action and even takes part in the crime herself. 

For a while she is able to suppress her actions but eventually she becomes unable to deal with the 

guilt of what she has done. She becomes unable to sleep, and mentally unstable, eventually dying in 

tragic circumstances. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How is Lady Macbeth 

like this? 
Evidence Analysis 

Ambitious 

Lady Macbeth is, 
perhaps, even more 
determined than her 
husband. She can only 
be Queen if he 
becomes King so when 
he hesitates she 
displays enough 
ambition for both of 
them. Once she has 
worked out a plan, 
nothing will turn her 
from that course until 
her ambition is 
fulfilled. 

Glamis thou art, 
and Cawdor, and 
shalt be / What 
thou art 
promised; yet do 
I fear thy nature, 
/ It is too full 
o'th'milk of 
human kindness 
/ To catch the 
nearest way. 
Thou wouldst be 
great, / Art not 
without 
ambition, but 
without / The 
illness should 
attend it. (Act 1 
Scene 5) 

Lady Macbeth's determination 
to succeed is clear here. She is 
insistent that Macbeth will 
become King ('shalt be what 
thou art promised') However, 
she recognises that he is 'too 
full o'th'milk of human 
kindness' and that this could 
stand in their way. It is 
interesting that she describes 
the necessary ruthless streak as 
an 'illness'. This suggests that 
even at this stage she knows 
what she is doing is wrong. 

Cunning 

To the outside world, 
Lady Macbeth seems 
like the ideal 
supportive wife but 
this is part of her 
ability to be 
deceptive. When 
Macbeth expresses 

All our service, / 
In every point 
twice done and 
then done 
double, / Were 
poor and single 
business to 
contend / 

Lady Macbeth welcomes 
Duncan to her home and 
flatters him so that he will not 
suspect a thing. She almost 
overdoes it when 
she exaggerates 'In every point 
twice done and then done 
double'. The word 'double' also 



doubts, she uses every 
trick she can think of to 
make sure he carries 
out their plan to 
murder Duncan. When 
he hesitates, she is 
there to urge Macbeth 
on. 

Against those 
honours deep 
and broad 
wherewith / Your 
majesty loads 
our house. (Act 1 
Scene 6) 

links Lady Macbeth to the evil 
of the witches - they use the 
word repeatedly in one of their 
spells. 

Conscience-
stricken 

Lady Macbeth seems 
to go from being 
someone with no 
conscience at all to 
someone who is 
overwhelmed by 
feelings of guilt. She 
cannot bear to think of 
what she has done and 
eventually dies alone 
and unmourned even 
by her husband. 

Out, damned 
spot! Out, I say! 
One, two. Why 
then 'tis time to 
do't. Hell is 
murky. Fie, my 
lord, fie, a 
soldier, and 
afeard? What 
need we fear? 
Who knows it, 
when none can 
call our power to 
account? Yet 
who would have 
thought the old 
man to have had 
so much blood in 
him? (Act 5 
Scene 1) 

As the guilt-stricken Lady 
Macbeth sleepwalks, she 
remembers all the evil things 
she and her husband have done 
and tries to wash imaginary 
blood from her hands (Out, 
damned spot: out, I say!). In 
particular, she recalls the night 
of Duncan's murder and the 
part she played in persuading 
her husband to act. She is also 
aware that she will be going to 
hell for her sins. 

 

Social and historical context 

In both Shakespeare's time and in the time when the play takes place, women had a much lower 

status than would be the case today. Wives were little more than the property of their husbands and 

had no legal rights. Their main purpose was to have children and support their menfolk. Lady 

Macbeth appears to be a much more feisty character with ambitions and desires of her own; these 

are characteristics that could imply a lack of femininity. It is worth remembering that in the original 

performances of the play the part of Lady Macbeth would have been played by a man and this 

would have helped to emphasise the character's masculine qualities. 

Banquo in Macbeth 

Banquo is another general in King Duncan's army and Macbeth's best friend. While both men have 

ambitious thoughts, Banquo is more cautious and does not resort to murder to get what he wants. 

 



Banquo is aware that the Witches' predictions may be tricking Macbeth into evil actions and is the 

first to suspect Macbeth of murder. He dies while protecting his son, Fleance, and comes back as a 

ghost to haunt Macbeth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How is Banquo like 
this? 

Evidence Analysis 

Noble 

Banquo is in many ways 
Macbeth's opposite. He 
is kind and caring, loyal 
and trustworthy. Like 
Macbeth he fights 
bravely for King Duncan 
but does not involve 
himself with the murder 
plot. When he and 
Fleance are attacked his 
first thought is to keep 
his son safe. Banquo 
displays all the character 
traits that go to make up 
someone who would be 
regarded as a truly 
noble person. 

Our fears in Banquo / 
Stick deep, and in his 
royalty of nature / 
Reigns that which would 
be feared. 'Tis much he 
dares, / And to that 
dauntless temper of his 
mind, / He hath a 
wisdom that doth guide 
his valour / To act in 
safety. There is none but 
he / Whose being I do 
fear. (Act 3 Scene 1) 

Macbeth considers 
what it is about 
Banquo that gives him 
cause for concern. He 
states that Banquo 
has a 'royalty of 
nature' or nobility 
about him which 
actually makes 
Macbeth afraid of 
him. He also 
acknowledges that 
Banquo has 'valour' 
(bravery) and 
'wisdom' without 
feeling the need to 
take unnecessary 
risks. 

Questioning 

Banquo seems far less 
ready to believe the 
Witches than Macbeth 
and is suspicious of their 

That, trusted home, / 
Might yet enkindle you 
unto the crown, / 
Besides the Thane of 

Having listened to the 
Witches' predictions, 
Banquo recognises 
that Macbeth has 



motives. He realises that 
the things they 
predict/suggest may 
cause his friend to come 
to harm. Although, like 
Macbeth, he is 
ambitious, he thinks 
more carefully about 
the consequences of 
any action. 

Cawdor. But 'tis strange, 
/ And oftentimes, to win 
us to our harm, / The 
instruments of darkness 
tell us truths; / Win us 
with honest trifles, to 
betray's / In deepest 
consequence. (Act 1 
Scene 3) 

been given the spark 
that will have lit up his 
ambitious streak 
('enkindle'). He also 
realises that the 
predictions are 
temptations which 
only reveal part of the 
truth ('honest trifles'). 
This is in order to set 
a trap for something 
of greater significance 
('to betray's in 
deepest 
consequence'). 

 

Macduff in Macbeth 

Macduff, the Thane of Fife, is Macbeth's deadly enemy. He discovers Duncan's body and 
becomes Malcolm's chief supporter, following him to England to support him in raising an 
army against Macbeth. When he learns of the murders of his wife and family, Macduff feels 
guilty about leaving them and driven by a need for revenge. 

According to the Witches' prediction, Macduff is the only one who can stop Macbeth. The 
two men meet face-to-face on the battlefield and Macduff kills Macbeth. 

 How is Macduff like this? Evidence Analysis 

Loyal 

Macduff's first loyalty is 
to his king and country. It 
is he who discovers 
Duncan's body and 
reveals the full horror of 
the murder. He follows 
Malcolm (the rightful 
king) to England and 
becomes his right-hand 
man supporting him in his 
bid to regain the throne. 

Macduff, this noble 
passion, / Child of 
>integrity, hath from 
my soul / Wiped the 
black scruples, 
reconciled my thoughts 
/ To thy good truth and 
honour. Devilish 
Macbeth / By many of 
these trains hath 
sought to win me / 
Into his power, and 
modest wisdom plucks 
me / From over-
credulous haste; but 
God above / Deal 
between thee and me, 

Malcolm tests 
Macduff's loyalty by 
pretending to be a 
worse human being 
than Macbeth himself. 
Macduff refuses to give 
up his loyalty to the 
Scottish royal family. 
Malcolm reveals his 
deception and 
contrasts the 'integrity' 
and 'good truth and 
honour' of Macduff 
with that of 'Devilish 
Macbeth'. He finishes 
by saying that he 
completely trusts 



 How is Macduff like this? Evidence Analysis 

for even now / I put 
myself to thy 
direction (Act 4 Scene 
3) 

Macduff - 'I put myself 
to thy direction'. 

Revengeful 

Macduff wants to rid his 
country of the tyrant 
Macbeth and vows to 
help Malcolm achieve 
this. When he learns of 
the murder of his family 
he becomes even 
more determined to take 
revenge. He and Macbeth 
come face-to-face on the 
battlefield and Macduff is 
victorious. 

O, I could play the 
woman with mine eyes 
/ And braggart with 
my tongue! But gentle 
heavens, / Cut short all 
intermission. Front to 
front / Bring thou this 
fiend of Scotland and 
myself; / Within my 
sword's length set him; 
if he scape, / Heaven 
forgive him too. (Act 4 
Scene 3) 

Macduff is actually a 
man of few words 
preferring to get on 
with things. He could 
sit around crying about 
his loss ('I could play 
the woman with mine 
eyes') or making great 
speeches about his 
intentions ('braggart 
with my tongue'). 
Instead he cannot wait 
for the moment ('cut 
short all intermission') 
when he and Macbeth 
come face-to-face and 
he can be avenged. 

 

The Witches in Macbeth 

Although there is clearly more than one of them, the Witches may be seen as seem as a single 

character; they are often referred to as "The Weird Sisters". 

Their predictions drive matters forward though they never actually suggest direct action. Rather, 

they plant ideas in Macbeth's mind and let his ambition do the rest. Many of their predictions 

are ambiguous. 

 
How are the Witches 

like this? 
Evidence Analysis 

Supernatural 

The Witches are 

clearly unlike any 

other characters in 

the play. Their 

physical appearance, 

their style of speech, 

their actions and 

their apparent ability 

Round about the cauldron go; 

/ In, the poisoned entrails 

throw. / Toad, that under cold 

stone / Days and nights hast 

thirty-one / Sweltered venom 

sleeping got, / Boil thou first 

i'th'charmèd pot. / Double, 

double, toil and trouble; / Fire 

The Witches meet around 

one of the most well-

known symbols of 

witchcraft - a cauldron. 

Into this they throw all 

manner of foul and evil 

objects ('poisoned 

entrails') and cast a spell. 



 
How are the Witches 

like this? 
Evidence Analysis 

to predict the future 

sets them apart from 

the humans they 

seek to control. 

burn, and cauldron 

bubble. (Act 4 Scene 1) 

Although it is not clear 

what the spell is for, it is 

obvious they are up to no 

good. The Witches' chant 

is in a different rhythm to 

the way the other 

characters speak - this 

also suggests their 

supernatural nature. 

Ambiguous 

When the Witches 

make their 

predictions, they 

only say what will 

happen and 

not how it will 

happen. Macbeth 

falls into their trap 

and believes that he 

is safer than he 

actually is. 

THIRD APPARITION: Be lion-

mettled, proud, and take no 

care / Who chafes, who frets, 

or where conspirers are. / 

Great Birnam Wood to high 

Dunsinane hill / Shall come 

against him. MACBETH: That 

will never be. (Act 4 Scene 1) 

The Witches have 

conjured up three ghostly 

visions that make 

ambiguous predictions. 

Macbeth is told that he 

need not fear anything 

('take no care who chafes, 

who frets, or where 

conspirers are') until a 

forest of trees uproots 

itself and moves. As this 

seems to be a physical 

impossibility Macbeth 

instantly dismisses it ever 

happening ('That will 

never be'). The prediction 

will come true - but not 

quite in the way Macbeth 

expects. 
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Week 5 – English Language 

Grammar 

Word classes 

Words can be grouped according to their function, or what they ‘do’, in a sentence. Words are 

grouped into the following main classes: 

• nouns 

• adjectives 

• verbs 

• adverbs 

• prepositions 

• connectives 

Nouns and pronouns 

Nouns are by far the largest category of words in English. They signify all kinds of physical things 

both living and inanimate. They also signify imagined things like ‘a ghost’; and ideas or concepts, 

such as ‘love’, ‘guilt’ or ‘fate’. 

They are divided into three main groups: 

• concrete nouns 

• abstract nouns 

• proper nouns 

Concrete nouns signify things, either in the real or imagined world. If a word signifies something that 

can be detected with the senses, then it is a concrete noun, eg: 

• table 

• football 

• candle 

• car 

• building 

• phone 

Examples in full sentences: 

The football lay discarded on the pitch. 

The candle glowed in the darkness. 

The crowd cheered in excitement. 

Abstract nouns refer to concepts and exist as ideas, rather than objects you can touch, eg: 



• love 

• hope 

• intelligence 

• hate 

• courage 

Examples in full sentences: 

There was hope in his eyes as he looked up. 

Intelligence can be measured in several ways. 

He was full of courage as he walked towards the battlefield. 

Love is all around but hate hides in the shadows. 

Proper nouns are also called naming nouns. They refer to the actual name of an individual example 

of a common noun. Names of people, places, companies, institutions, rivers (and more) are all 

proper nouns. Proper nouns begin with a capital letter. 

Example in a sentence: 

Ryan had never been to London before that Saturday. 

Common noun Proper noun 

girl Jessica 

river the River Taff 

country Egypt 

boy Alex 

waterfall Niagara Falls 

ocean Atlantic Ocean 

Pronouns 

Pronouns take the place of proper nouns in a sentence. 

• I 

• he 

• she 

• it 

Examples: 



Sarah was tired. = She was tired. 

Dev bought a new bike. = He bought a new bike. 

The coffee was expensive. = It was expensive. 

Adjectives 

An adjective is a describing word that adds qualities to a noun or pronoun. An adjective normally 

comes before a noun, eg: 

• The greedy man counted each shiny coin in his money pile; he rubbed his grubby hands 

excitedly. 

An adjective can also come after a noun or pronoun: 

• He was extremely greedy. 

• My mother seemed to be uncertain. 

Adjective phrases are describing phrases. For example: 

• The exceedingly tasty pie sat on the table. 

• The incredibly high price of tickets put her off the festival. 

• She was intelligent but extremely arrogant. 

Verbs 

A verb lies at the heart of a sentence. It describes the action or state of the subject. It is the ‘doing’ 

or ‘being’ part of the sentence. 

• Abigail ran through the field. 

• Jane tore off the wrapping paper. 

Some verbs can also link extra information about their subject to an adjective: 

• The cake was delicious. 

• Noah appeared unwell. 

Word classes - continued 

Adverbs 

Adverbs give extra detail about other words. They can add detail to a verb, to an adjective or even to 

a whole sentence. Like adjectives, they can be single words or phrases. An adverb 

describes how, when or where something happens (and they often end in ‘–ly’): 

• The dog growled menacingly. 

• There were several seagulls squawking nearby. 

• The seagulls suddenly pounced on the family’s picnic. 

• The family could hardly move. 

• It was a very nice day. 



Prepositions 

Prepositions are short words and phrases that give information about place, time and manner, eg: 

on, under, near, below, by, at, in 

Examples: 

• She first put it on the table but then hid it under her bed. 

• He’s coming at 6pm. 

A preposition can also be used at the start and end of a sentence, eg: 

• After ten o’clock, no shops were open in the town. 

• At the stroke of six, he walked away. 

Connectives 

You can join sentences, clauses and phrases together using connectives, or joining words. Some 

common connectives include ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘so’ and ‘then’. Using these can make your writing flow. 

Examples: 

• He was seventeen years old. He lived in Edinburgh. = He was seventeen years old and he 

lived in Edinburgh. 

• She was cold. She didn’t put her jacket on. = She was cold but she didn’t put her jacket on. 

Be adventurous with connectives and aim to use some of the following: 

• whilst 

• beforehand 

• afterwards 

• firstly 

• finally 

• although 

• moreover 

• since 

• despite 

• consequently 

• because 

• instead 

• when 

• nevertheless 

• furthermore 



Sentences 

A sentence: 

• is basically built from a subject and a verb 

• contains at least one main idea 

• sounds complete 

• starts with a capital letter 

• ends with a full stop or equivalent 

Subjects and verbs 

In a sentence, the verb describes the main action or state of the subject. Different types of verbs 

have different functions: 

• to show action, eg run, play, skip, discuss 

• to show state, eg think, consider, wish 

• to help out the main verb (auxiliary verbs), eg do, have, is 

• to show likelihood or possibility (modal verbs), eg might, could, would, should 

Verbs also show the time frame of the action (past, present, future): 

• past, eg the game finished at 4 o’clock 

• present, eg he runs to work or he is eating his breakfast 

• future, eg the Johnsons will celebrate Christmas in style 

In most sentences, the verb comes after its subject. The subject is usually a noun (a person, place or 

thing), for example: 

• he ran 

• their pet Siamese cat mewed 

• the day was long 

Words and phrases 

A sentence is built up from words. Sometimes words are grouped together in phrases. 

A phrase acts as a single unit of meaning – for example ‘their pet Siamese cat’, ‘the fast-paced 

Hollywood film’. 

A phrase can be replaced by a single word, eg the phrase ‘pet Siamese cat’ would be replaced by the 

single word ‘cat’ and still have the same basic meaning. We use phrases to add more deta 

Clauses 

 



A main clause contains a verb and has one main idea. It can form a complete sentence. This is called 

a main clause. 

Examples: 

• the cat mewed 

• his car broke down at the station 

• the girl laughed loudly 

Other clauses do not have verbs and therefore do not function as independent sentences. These 

are subordinate clauses and add extra information to a sentence. A sentence that includes both 

a main and a subordinate clause is known as a complex sentence. For example: 

• the cat, which was balanced on the fence, mewed 

• his car, described by his girlfriend as a ‘rust-bucket’, broke down at the station 

• the girl, whose name he could never remember, laughed loudly 

Notice how the subordinate clause makes no sense on its own. It depends on the main clause to 

make sense. 

Also notice that the subordinate clause is separated by commas. 

Question 

Identify the main and subordinate clauses in the following sentences: 

The cat ate the food, which had been left for it. 

Bex took a step towards the cliff, even though it scared her. 

Johnston, who was only fifteen years old, was already a brilliant footballer. 

Sentence types 

Simple sentences 

These are sentences built from just one major clause. These have one main verb attached to the 

subject. The subject can be one word or a phrase. 

Example 1 - Spiders spin webs. 

Example 2 - The shaggy-haired Siberian Wolfhound sat outside. 

Compound sentences 

A compound sentence joins more than one major clause with a conjunction (such as ‘and’, ‘but’, 

‘or’). 

For example: 

It was raining and Sher had forgotten his coat. 

Sophie had seen a parrot before but she had never seen an owl. 

Zeb could go to school or he could go to the library. 



Complex sentences 

A complex sentence includes a major clause and at least one subordinate clause. The term ‘complex’ 

here can be confusing. It does not mean the same as complicated. In fact some ‘complex’ sentences 

are very short and simple in meaning, eg ‘The cat mewed, until it was let in.’, whereas a simple 

sentence can be long and complicated in appearance, eg ‘The wild, ferocious Siberian Wolfhound 

from London’s Regent Park zoo escaped six weeks ago.’ 

In the following examples, the clauses are in bold. Notice how the major clause works without the 

subordinate clause: 

The girl, who had long blonde hair, stood at the window. 

While he does his homework, Jack listens to the radio. 

Subject and object 

Many verbs use an object as well as a subject. 

For example: 

• Ajay plays the piano 

• Mr North drank three coffees that day 

Like the subject, the object is usually a noun (‘the piano’) or a noun phrase, (‘the big, black piano’). 

Verbs that take objects describe some kind of action rather than a state of being. 

For example: 

• Ajay plays the big, black piano. 

• Teagan watches television. 

Some verbs do not need an object to make sense, eg: 

• Connor screamed. 

• Jaydon laughed. 

• Saresh ran. 

Rules to follow 

For a sentence to be complete, there are certain rules that you can use as a guide. 

Capital letters and full stops 

Ensure that every sentence starts with a capital letter and ends with a full stop. If a sentence 

expresses surprise or shock, you can end it with an exclamation mark. Interrogative sentences that 

ask questions, should finish with a question mark. 

Tense 

Verbs are the active part of the sentence. They can also show time scale, letting the reader know 

whether something is meant to take place in the past, present or future. This is known as the ‘tense’ 

of a verb. For example: 



Present tense – something that is happening now: 

• The fire burns brightly. 

• The car runs well. 

• The mobile phone is ringing. 

• The girl is dancing. 

Past tense – something that has already happened: 

• The fire burned and billowed clouds of smoke. 

• She wrote in the book before she left the house. 

• After his exams had finished, Stan rushed out of school, shouting ‘Freedom!’ 

Future tense – something that hasn’t happened yet: 

• The fire will burn well, once lit. 

• The car will run well when it has been fixed. 

• The exam starts next Wednesday. 

• The exam season is starting next month. 

Using tenses in your writing 

If you are writing a story, the past tense can be easier to manage. It allows you to refer to events and 

add detailed descriptions, whereas present tense requires much more skill. 

Example: 

The scene was a plain, bare, monotonous vault of a school-room, and the speaker’s square 

forefinger emphasised his observations by underscoring every sentence with a line on the 

schoolmaster’s sleeve. The emphasis was helped by the speaker’s square wall of a forehead, which 

had his eyebrows for its base, while his eyes found commodious cellarage in two dark caves, 

overshadowed by the wall. The emphasis was helped by the speaker’s mouth, which was wide, thin, 

and hard set. The emphasis was helped by the speaker’s voice, which was inflexible, dry, and 

dictatorial. 

Hard Times, Charles Dickens 

Novelists such as Suzanne Collins use present tense to create fast-paced and lively narratives. For 

example, her novel The Hunger Games is written entirely in the present tense: 

When I wake up, the other side of the bed is cold. My fingers stretch out, seeking Prim's warmth but 

finding only the rough canvas cover of the mattress. She must have had bad dreams and climbed in 

with our mother. Of course, she did. This is the day of the reaping. 

The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins 

For short pieces of descriptive writing, present tense can be a good choice. You can draw the reader 

into an experience. For example: 



The morning is still cold and dark when we walk out to the vehicle. It’s Central Australia’s way of 

telling us we shouldn’t be outside yet. But Nigel’s pick-up splutters to life and the headlight beams 

reveal that the outback bushland is still there, spinifex grass being tousled by the pre-dawn wind. He 

begins driving, and within ten minutes we’ve parked up at the foot of Kings Canyon. 

An Alternative to Uluru, Ben Lerwill 

Common mistakes 

Aim to be clear and precise in your writing and avoid writing in the way you would speak to friends. 

If possible, read your work aloud to check for sense, tense and appropriate tone. 

Common mistake Put it right 

They was good friends They were good friends 

Should of/could of/would of/might of Should have/could have/would have/might have 

Gonna/woulda/coulda Going to/would’ve/could’ve 

And I said to him no way José! I said to him, “No way, José!” 

Question 

How does the text need to change in this example to make the grammar and spelling appropriate for 

a written piece? 

I knew it were gonna be sunny that day. The clouds might of been on holiday themselves as it was so 

hot. And the beach is so crowded. So I buy alot of ice cream and sit down on the pebbles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 6 – English Language 

Punctuation 

Punctuating sentences 

Sentences should begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop, an exclamation mark or a 

question mark. 

Full stops 

Full stops are essential to separate sentences. Here is an example of a piece of writing where the full 

stops are missing. When you read it out loud, you will notice that it doesn’t quite make sense. You 

might find that, to make it easier to read, you naturally insert pauses where full stops should be: 

This is an old city there are buildings that were constructed many hundreds of years ago one, hidden 

down behind the steps in the main square, was built in the 11th century it is hard to imagine how 

many feet have walked across its floors, how many hands have opened its doors from its rooftops, 

ugly gargoyles snarl at passers-by the building is theirs, they seem to say we are all newcomers here 

Here it is again with full stops added: 

This is an old city. There are buildings that were constructed many hundreds of years ago. One, 

hidden down behind the steps in the main square, was built in the 11th century. It is hard to imagine 

how many feet have walked across its floors, how many hands have opened its doors. From its 

rooftops, ugly gargoyles snarl at passers-by. The building is theirs, they seem to say. We are all 

newcomers here. 

 

Notice how the piece has more shape with the full-stops included. It is easier to read and 

understand. 

 

Exclamation marks 

Sentences can also finish with exclamation marks. These change the tone of a sentence, adding 

emphasis, suggesting that it is shouted, or that the statement itself is outrageous. For example: He 

ran up the hill. It was enormous! 

 

She couldn’t believe what she was hearing. He was seven hundred years old! 

 

‘Wait!’ he said. ‘Please.’ 

 

Use exclamation marks sparingly (and avoid the temptation to add more than one to the end of a 

sentence.) 

 

Question marks 



An interrogative sentence is one that asks a question. This sort of sentence is indicated by a question 

mark. 

 

For example: 

 

Where do you live? 

What is the square root of 49? 

Having read the manifestos of all the political parties, which way will you vote? 

Commas 

 

Commas are used to separate words in a list and clauses in a sentence. 

Here are some examples of commas in lists: 

Her bag contained climbing shoes, rope, karabiners, chalk and a map. 

He had walked through the mountains in Wales, Scotland, Norway, Turkey and Greece. 

She loved dancing, paragliding, reading, yoga and singing. 

Note that if you use a list of adjectives to describe something, the last one does not use a comma. 

For example: 

He was a grumpy, old, small-minded man. 

It was a blue-skied, beautiful, wide-open day. 

In a complex sentence, use commas to separate the main and subordinate clauses. 

For example: 

• Jones runs the bakery, which is on Main Street. 

• Sam Haskins, who broke his leg in a car accident, still managed to pass all his exams. 

Sentence separation and comma splicing 

A common mistake in writing is to place a comma where in fact a full stop is needed. This misuse of 

the comma creates what is called a 'comma splice'. Aim to avoid comma splices in your writing. 

Proofread your work carefully and make sure you have put a full stop instead of a comma at the end 

of each sentence. 

For example: 

The room filled with smoke, I froze in panic. 

This is an example of a comma splice. The comma in the middle should not be there because each 

half is a complete sentence in its own right. 



So in fact the writer should have used two full sentences, each ending with a full stop. This would 

make for two short, lively sentences. 

The room filled with smoke. I froze in panic. 

Alternatively - a connective could connect these two sentences: 

The room filled with smoke and I froze in panic. 

OR – as these two sentences are closely linked, a semi-colon would also work: 

The room filled with smoke; I froze in panic. 

Question 

Identify the comma splices in the following piece of writing. As you find each comma, think about 

what would happen if it were replaced with a full stop. Remember that the two sentences each side 

of a full stop must be meaningful and complete. 

I hadn’t been to Mo’s house before, he lived at the end of the street, next to the playing fields. His 

front door was a faded blue, the paint peeled from the windowsills. The door was unlocked, or rather, 

couldn’t lock because where the lock should have been there was instead a hole. A piece of string 

hung limply from it and when we arrived Mo smiled shyly, he wasn’t embarrassed, I don’t think, this 

was, after all, his home. 

Apostrophes 

Apostrophes are used to signal two things to a reader: 

1. possession (apostrophe + ‘s’) 

2. omission (replaces a letter or letters in a word or words) 

Possession 

This is when one thing belongs to another. The apostrophe + ‘s’ shows ownership. 

For example: 

Example 1 – The boy’s shoes were left outside the door. 

Example 2 – The dog’s paws were dirty. 

If the possessive noun is plural and ends in an ‘s’ already, then an apostrophe is placed at the end of 

the word, but there is no need for the extra ‘s’: 

For example: 

Example 1- The boys’ (not boys’s) shoes were outside the door. 

Example 2 - The dogs’ (not dogs’s) paws were dirty. 

Work out where to put the apostrophe by thinking about what belongs to whom. The boy’s shoes 

were left outside the door. (The shoes belonging to the boy were left outside the door.) The boys’ 

shoes were left outside the door. (The shoes belonging to the boys were left outside the door.) 

With singular nouns that end in an ‘s’, you can either add an apostrophe alone to show possession, 

or you can add an apostrophe + ‘s’. Both are correct, but you should be consistent. 



For example: 

Example 1 – Mr Jones’s clock has stopped. Or - Mr Jones’ clock has stopped. 

Example 2 – The class’s homework was due. Or - The class’ homework was due. 

Omission 

This is when we miss out letters from words to shorten them, forming a 'contraction'. 

For example: 

Example 1 - do not becomes don’t. 

Example 2 - could not becomes couldn’t. 

Example 3 - cannot becomes can’t. 

Example 4 - will not is irregular and becomes won’t. 

Its and it's 

Its (without an apostrophe) shows a relationship of possession, eg 

• Its fur is smooth and shiny. 

• The sun has got its hat on. 

• The dog chased its tail. 

It's uses an apostrophe to show contraction. It's is short for 'it is' (or sometimes 'it has'). 

For example: 

• It’s almost home time! = It is almost home time! 

• It's got a lot of errors in it. = It has got a lot of errors in it. 

 

Round brackets 

These are used to add extra information: 

Charles (never Charlie or Chad) was a serious young man. 

Sandy’s pet dog (she detested cats) was fifteen years old. 

If you are using brackets towards the end of a sentence, the full stop to complete the sentence 

goes outside of the brackets: 

Neharika wore the blue shoes (her sister, Amrita, had already chosen the red ones). 

Sophisticated punctuation 

Ellipsis 

Three dots in a row are called ellipsis and can be used to signify that part of a sentence is missing. It 

is mainly useful in dialogue. For example: 

"I wonder…" said Harry. 



The ellipsis suggests that Harry is thinking of something else. 

Ellipsis can be used in the main body of your writing, where it also signifies an unfinished sentence. 

For example: 

He wondered when the train would arrive. He had to be in Basingstoke by 4pm or else… 

In this example, the ellipsis leaves the reader to imagine the consequences. Like exclamation marks, 

ellipses should be used sparingly. In general it is better to finish your sentences as this makes for 

more coherent writing. 

Colon 

A colon is used to introduce an item or a list of items. 

For example: 

Gemma has two favourite friends: Chloe and Zak. 

There was only one mountain left for her to tackle: Everest. 

Semi-colon 

Linking related clauses 

Use the semi-colon to link two independent clauses that are connected in meaning. For example: 

I can’t go out tonight; I have lots of homework. 

This could equally be written as: 

I can’t go out tonight. I have lots of homework. 

or 

I can’t go out tonight because I have lots of homework. 

The semi-colon can be used because the two clauses are closely related. 

Here are a few more examples: 

Bath is a beautiful city; the architecture is stunning and the shops are diverse. 

Separating a list 

Where a list consists of a series of phrases, a semi-colon helps the reader to group information. 

For example: 

The guests arrived at the party: Mr Jones, from Cardiff; Asha Ali, from Manchester; Ms Cohen, from 

Hull. 

In order to make a cake you’ll need: a large mixing bowl; finely milled flour; softened butter; caster 

sugar and eggs; a good strong arm to stir it all together. 

Things to remember 

• Take special care over using commas. Check whether a full-stop or semi-colon would be 

more effective. 



• Avoid excessive use of exclamation marks. 

• Be ambitious – practise using sophisticated punctuation such as semi-colons and colons. 

• Proofread your work carefully. 

 

 


