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Week 1 – Melody 

Intervals 

An interval is the distance between two pitches. 

The combination of intervals in a melody gives it different shapes. These shapes can 
be described in a number of ways: 

 conjunct 

 disjunct 

 chromatic 

  

Scales 

Most of Western Classical music is based on scales. A scale is a set of notes 
ordered by increasing or decreasing pitch. The intervals between these pitches give 
each scale a different characteristic and name. 

 

Melody 

Melodies can be described in different ways: 

 diatonic melodies are mainly based on major or minor scales 

 chromatic melodies include notes outside the key of music 

 atonal melodies are not based on any key or tonal centre 

  

Keys 

When music is based on a major or a minor scale, it is said to be in the key of this scale. The 
key signature is found at the start of the music. It indicates which scale is being used, and the 
sharps and flats used in the scale. 



 

 

Decoration 

A lot of Renaissance instrumental music is decorated with ornaments. These 
include mordents, trills and turns. They appear in a lot of keyboard and lute music 
of the time. A good example is My Lady Nevell’s Ground by Byrd. 

 

A mordent is formed by playing a note, the note above and then returning to the first 
note. 

 

Trill 

A trill is two adjacent notes that are played rapidly one after the other. 

 

Turn 

A turn is a short decoration consisting of the note above the one indicated, the note itself, the 
note below the one indicated, and the note itself again. It is marked by a mirrored S-shape 
lying on its side above the stave. 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 2 – Harmony and Tonality 

Chords   

Two or more notes sounding together are known as a chord. 

 

Triads 

A triad is a chord of three notes. For example, C - E - G is the C major triad. C is the root 
note, E is the third - an interval of a third above the root - and G is the fifth - an interval of 
a fifth above the root. 

 

Dominant and subdominant 

In any major key, the chords built on the first, fourth and fifth degrees of the scale are all 
major. In the key of C, these are the chords of C, F and G. They are also sometimes called I, 
IV and V (for first, fourth and fifth in Roman numerals), or primary triads. 

he chord built on the first note of the scale, I, is called the tonic. The chord built on the 
fourth, IV, is called the subdominant and the V is called the dominant. 

All the chords built on other notes in the scale of C are minor, except chord VII - the notes B 
– D – F, which is diminished. 

 

Sevenths 

When a seventh is added to a chord this is known as a seventh chord. The dominant seventh 
of a V chord can be shown by the symbol V7. 

For example, G7 is made by taking the major triad of G (G - B - D) and adding an F (G - B - 
D - F). 

 

Types of chord 

 A concord is a chord where all the notes seem to 'agree' with each other. It feels at rest and 
complete in itself. 

 A discord is a chord where some notes seem to 'disagree' or clash giving an unsettled feel. 

 Diatonic harmony uses notes that belong to the key. 

 Chromatic harmony uses notes from outside the key to give the chords more 'colour'. 

 

 



Cadences 

A cadence is formed by two chords at the end of a passage of music. 

 Perfect cadences sound as though the music has come to an end. A perfect 
cadence is formed by the chords V - I. 

 Interrupted cadences are 'surprise' cadences. You think you're going to hear a 
perfect cadence, but you get a minor chord instead. 

 Imperfect cadences sound unfinished. They sound as though they want to carry 
on to complete the music properly. An imperfect cadence ends on chord V. 

 Plagal cadences sound finished. Plagal cadences are often used at the end of 
hymns and sung to “Amen”. A plagal cadence is formed by the chords IV - I. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 – Harmony and Tonality 

Structures 

Composers use structure to shape and give balance to their music. Like the other musical 
elements, certain musical structures were used in different musical periods. For example, 
binary form was mainly used in Baroque dances, and sonata form was used mainly in the 
Classical period. 

How to identify the structure of a piece 

When you are trying to identify the structure of a piece of music, you will often find at least 
one of the following features will help you identify the different sections of the music. 

Repeated sections 

You might be able to find sections that are repeated and then be able to work out if there is a 
pattern. 

Double bars 

You might see a double bar line (sometimes with a repeat) at the end of a section. This can 
help you identify the starts and ends of sections. 

Keys and cadences 

Conventionally, some structures modulate to specific keys at certain points in the music. 
There are likely to be clear cadences at the end of sections, mainly to indicate a change of 
key. 

Melodies 

Depending on the period of the music, some sections have distinctive melodies. 

Textures 

Some music may change texture between sections, or create significant textures at the 
beginning or end of sections. 

Words 

Repeated text, such as a refrain or a chorus, can be used to give a piece of music structure. 

We often label different sections in music with letters, such as A, B or C. This makes it clear 
when a section is repeated. For example, ABA has three sections, where the second section A 
is the same as or very similar to the first section A. 

 

 



Binary form - AB 

Binary form has two sections. It was commonly used by Baroque composers - 
especially in dances. Binary form also followed some conventions in terms of 
tonality: 

 Section A - begins in the tonic key, ends in the dominant key and is usually 
repeated. 

 Section B - begins in the dominant key and returns to the tonic key. 

Ternary form - ABA 

Ternary form is made up of three sections. It was commonly found in the minuet and 
trio in Baroque dances. It then evolved into a movement within the Classical 
symphony. The repeat of section A is not always exact, but is very close to the 
opening section. 

Sonata form 

Sonata form was a new structure that evolved from the Baroque forms of the 
Classical period. It was usually the form of the first movement of sonatas, 
symphonies and concertos. 

Sonata form has three main sections - exposition, development and recapitulation. 
Most of the musical ideas come from two main themes known as 
the first and second subject. 

In the exposition the material is 'exposed' - or presented for the first time. There are 
two main melodies known as the first and second subject. 

 The first subject is in the tonic key. The second subject is in a different key, 
usually the dominant or the relative minor, and has a different character. The 
two subjects are connected by a transition or bridge passage. 

 In the development section the material from the exposition is transformed. The 
music goes through several modulations, or key changes. 

 In the recapitulation the material from the exposition is recapped-repeated in a 
slightly different and shorter form. The first and second subjects are now both 
heard in the tonic key. 

Rondo Form - ABACA 

Rondo form evolved from the Baroque ritornello form and was often found as the 
final movement in a symphony, sonata or concerto. Section A returns in related keys. 

Popular music 

12-bar blues 

This form was popular in rock ’n’ roll, and was originally the basis of blues music. 



Phrase 1 C (tonic) C (tonic) C (tonic) C (tonic) 

Phrase 2 F (subdominant) F (subdominant) C (tonic) C (tonic) 

Phrase 3 G (dominant) F (subdominant) or G (dominant) C (tonic) C (tonic) 

Verse-chorus structure 

The structure of verse-chorus became the foundation for 20th century popular music. 
A chorus was the section that was repeated and had the same music and words. 
Verses had the same music but different lyrics. Within this structure, songwriters also 
included intros and outros, the middle 8, instrumental breaks and bridges between 
verses and choruses. 

ndian raga 

Indian ragas are based on the rag - an Indian scale - and are quite different from 
Western styles. A typical raga has the following structure: 

 Alap - slow and unmetred. An unaccompanied sitar explores and improvises on 
the notes of the raga. 

 Gat 1 - a fixed composition that is heavily ornamented. 

 Gat 2 - the tempo becomes faster with more improvisation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 4 – Tempo Metre and Rhythm 

Metre and rhythm 

Speed or tempo 

The tempo of a piece of music is the speed of the underlying beat. Like a heartbeat, it can 
also be thought of as the ‘pulse’ of the music. 

Tempo is measured in BPM, or beats per minute. One beat every second is 60 
BPM. Sometimes the tempo is written at the beginning of the music and is called a 
metronome marking. Tempo and stylistic feel are often indicated in classical music 
by Italian terminology. 

Music Term Meaning 

Largo Slowly and broadly 

Andante Fairly slow - at walking pace 

Moderato At moderate speed 

Allegro Fast 

Vivace Lively 

Presto Very quick 

Accelerando Gradually speeding up 

Rallentando Gradually slowing down 

Ritenuto Immediately slower 

Allargando Getting slower and broadening 

Rubato 
Literally 'robbed time', where rhythms are played freely for expressive 
effect 

 

Time signatures 

Time signatures contain two numbers: 



 the top number indicates the number of beats in each bar 

 the bottom number is a symbol to indicate the type of beat 

Symbols for the bottom number are: 

 4 = crotchet beats 

 8 = quaver beats 

 2 = minim beats 

 

Rhythmic devices 

 Syncopation is when notes are held over beats, not only offbeats. 

 Cross rhythm is the effect produced when two conflicting rhythms are heard together. 

 Polyrhythm is when two or more rhythms with different pulses are heard together, eg 
where one is playing in triple time and another is playing in quadruple time - three against 
four. 

 Triplets are three notes played in the time of two. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 5 – Dynamics  

Dynamics 

Dynamics are used to show how loudly to play a piece of music. 

Articulation is used to show how a note should be played or sung - eg staccato or slur. 

Dynamic marking Meaning 

< Crescendo: getting louder 

> Diminuendo: getting quieter 

pp Pianissimo: very quiet 

p Piano: quiet 

ff Fortissimo: very loud 

f Forte: loud 

mf Mezzo forte: fairly loud 

mp Mezzo piano: fairly quiet 

sf Sforzando: sudden accent 

> (marked near note head) Accent: emphasis on a particular note 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Articulation shows how smoothly something is played. 

Legato is Italian for 'linked together'. It means that notes should be played smoothly. 
Notes are joined by curved lines. 

Staccato is Italian for 'detached'. It means that notes should be played short and 
sharp. It is indicated by short vertical strokes or dots above or below the note. 

 

 

Term Meaning 

Legato Notes should be played smoothly 

Staccato Notes are shortened 

Tenuto A note to be played for its duration 

Sforzando A note should be given sudden emphasis, similar to an accent 

Marcato 
This is a type of accent associated with string playing. Pressure needs to be 
placed on the bow and then released quickly and explosively. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 6 – Texture  

Texture describes how layers of sound within a piece of music interact. 

Imagine that a piece of spaghetti is a melody line. One strand of spaghetti by itself is 
a single melody, as in a monophonic texture. Many of these strands interweaving 
with one another (like spaghetti on a plate) is a polyphonic texture. If all of these 
strands were placed directly on top of each other and all lined up (like spaghetti in a 
packet), they could move together in chords. This would be similar to 
a homophonic texture. 

A unison texture is when all voices or instruments are singing or playing the same 
melodic line, so there is no harmony. It doesn’t matter which octave the melody is in 
- it is still a unison texture. An excellent example of unison texture is when everyone 
in a room (adults and children) sing Happy Birthday. Children and adults with higher 
voices will generally choose a higher octave than men with lower voices, but they are 
all singing the same melody. 

Monophonic 

Monophonic means there is only one line of music - one instrument or singer. There 
is no accompaniment or secondary melody. The term monophonic can be used for 
single lines - this could be solo, unison or octave doubling. 

Gregorian chant is monophonic - all the monks sing the same melody together. 

Homophonic texture 

This literally means ”sounding together”. Homophonic music is played in block chords. 
Homophonic music is also sometimes called chordal music. 

An example can be found at the end of “And the Glory of the Lord” from Handel’s Messiah. 

Within a homophonic texture, other devices can be used - such as a walking bass, pedal notes 
or drones. Homophonic textures are all based around chords moving together at the same 
speed. 

Polyphony 

Polyphony means “different sounds or voices”. Polyphonic music has parts that weave in and 
out of each other. Polyphonic music is also sometimes called contrapuntal music. Polyphonic 
music may contain an element of imitation , where one voice or instrument copies what has 
just been played by another (think of a “round” like London's Burning.) 

 

 

 

 



Quizzes 

Year 10 Lesson One - Melody 
. 

1.What is an interval in a melody? 

How loud a note is played. 

How long the note is. 

The gap between different pitched notes. 

Several notes played at the same time 

 

2. If a melody is conjunct it: 

Moves in step (one note next to the next) 

Moves in leap (notes with big gaps between them) 

 

3. If a melody is disjunct it: 

Moves in step (one note next to the next) 

Moves in leap (notes with big gaps between them) 

 

4. What is a chromatic melody? 

A melody that uses several notes. 

A melody that is disjunct 

A melody that is conjunct 

A melody that uses all the notes next to each other 

 

 



5. What is a scale? 

Notes played at the same time. 

a set of notes ordered by ascending and decreasing pitch. 

All the notes played by ascending and descending pitch. 

The notes of a chord played separately 

 

6. What does a diatonic melody mean? 

A melody based on the major and minor scales. 

A melody that includes notes that aren't in a key. 

Melodies that are not based around any key. 

 

7. What does a chromatic melody mean? 

A melody based on the major and minor scales. 

A melody that includes notes that aren't in a key. 

Melodies that are not based around any key. 

 

8. What does a atonal melody mean? 

A melody based on the major and minor scales. 

a melody that includes notes that aren't in a key. 

Melodies that are not based around any key. 

 

9. Name a melodic decoration: 

 

10. What is a motif?  

 



Year 10 Lesson 2 - Chords and 
Harmony 
1.What is a chord? 

A single note. 

More than one note played at the same time. 

 

2. What is a triad? 

1 note. 

2 notes played together. 

3 notes played together. 

 

3. Which notes are in the chord of C? 

CEG 

CGC 

CDE 

CBA 

 

4. We use intervals to make chords. What combination of intervals makes the 
chord of C? 

Root, 4th, 6th 

Root, 3rd, 5th 

Root, 4th, 5th 

Root, 3rd, 6th 

 



5. What is a seventh chord? 

When we add the 7th note with the rest of the triad. 

When we add the 7th note but take out the other notes in the triad. 

Its the same as a triad. 

One note on its own. 

 

6. What is a concord? 

When the notes belong to the key. 

When a chord seems to disagree or clash. 

A chord where all the notes agree with each other and feel complete. 

Using notes from outside the key to give character to the chord. 

 

7. What is discord? 

A chord where all the notes seem to agree with each other and feel complete 

When a chord seems to disagree or clash. 

When the notes belong to the key. 

Using notes from outside the key to give character to the chord. 

 

8. What is a cadence? 

Two chords played at the end of a passage of music 

Staying on one chord for the piece. 

Using chords that do not fit together. 

 

 

 

 



9. What is a perfect cadence? 

Moving from chord 4 to 1 

Moving from chord 5 to 6 

Moving from chord 4 to chord 5 

Moving from chord 5 to 1 

 

10. What is a plagal cadence?  

Sounds finished, often used in religious music. 

Sound finished as the the music has come home. 

Sound unfinished as though more is about to come. 

Sound surprising, like the music is moving somewhere different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 Lesson 3 - Structure 
1.What is structure? 

Bass, chords, drums, and vocals. 

The order of sections in a piece of music and their purpose to the composition. 

How long the music is. 

How thick or thin the music is. 

 

2. Which of these is not a structural device: 

intro 

Chorus 

Bass line 

Verse  

 

3. In popular music what is the purpose of the verse? 

Tells the story of the song, usually quieter and the lyrics vary. 

The loud part of the song that is catchy and repetitive. 

The ending of the song. 

The beginning of the song. 

 

4. What is Binary form? 

It has 2 sections: A and then B 

It has multiple sections: A B C D. 

 

 

 



5. What is Ternary form? 

Intro, Verse, Chorus, Guitar solo, Outro 

A beginning section (A), that then changes (B), before the first A section returns. 

An A section and then a B section. 

A section then B then A then C then A then D 

 

6. What is Ritornello Form? 

A then B 

A then B then A then B then A then B 

A then B then A then C then A 

A then A then B then B 

 

7. What are the three main sections in Sonata Form? 

 

8. Which style of music uses the 12 bar blues structure? 

Rock 'n' Roll 

Romantic 

Pop Ballad 

Raga 

 

9. Which three chords are used in the 12 bar blues? 

10. In Indian music, what is the opening section called?  

Gat 

Alap 

Raga 



 

Year 10 - Lesson 4 - Tempo, Metre 
and Rhythm  
1.What is Tempo? 

The size of each note. 

The speed of the music 

How loud music is. 

How high or low it is. 

 

2. What is metre? 

The speed of the music 

How the music is measured 

The order music comes in 

How loud the music is 

 

3. What is rhythm? 

The beat or pulse of the music. 

The speed of the music. 

How the music is measured 

Notes of different length places in a pattern 

 

 

 

 

 



4. What does largo mean? 

Fast 

Moderate 

Slow 

 

5. What does Moderato mean? 

Fast 

Moderate 

Slow 

 

6. What does Allegro mean? 

Fast 

Moderate 

Slow 

 

7. We measure metre in bars. How can we tell how many beats are in a bar? 

By using the BPM 

Counting how many bars are in the first section. 

Using the time signature 

Count the notes 

 

 

 

 

 



8. If we were listening to music with 4 beats in the bar, how would we write 
this? *BE SPECIFIC* 

 

 

9. What is syncopation? 

Complex rhythm with emphasis on weak beats. 

Simple rhythm that 

 links with the beats in the bar. 

Combination of both 

 

10. What is polyrhythm?  

One rhythm being played 

Several rhythms being performed at the same time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 - Lesson 5 - Dynamics  
1.What are dynamics? 

The speed of the music 

How we measure the music 

The order of the sections 

How loud the music is 

 

2. Which word means quiet? 

Forte 

Crescendo 

Piano 

Diminuendo 

 

3. Which word means loud? 

Forte 

Crescendo 

Piano 

Diminuendo 

 

4. Which word means getting louder? 

Forte 

Crescendo 

Piano 

Diminuendo 



5. Which word means getting quieter? 

Forte 

Crescendo 

Piano 

Diminuendo 

 

6. What does articulation mean? 

How the music is played: Accents, smooth, short etc 

How clear the music is. 

How long the music is 

 

7. Which word means played smoothly. 

Legato 

Staccato 

 

8. Which word means played short and sharp 

Legato 

Staccato 

 

9. What is an accent? 

A quieter note that blends in the background. 

A note played with greater emphasis of weight. 

 

10 .Describe what the term 'Rubato' means?  

 



Year 10 - Lesson 6 - Texture  
1.What is texture? 

Describes how many layers of music are being played. 

How the music is structured. 

The order of sections. 

The type of instruments used. 

 

2. Monophonic music means: 

Many melodies being performed at the same time. 

One melody on its own. 

Chords with a melody. 

 

3. Homophonic music means: 

Many melodies being performed at the same time. 

One melody on its own. 

Chords with a melody. 

 

4. Polyphonic music means: 

Many melodies being performed at the same time. 

One melody on its own. 

Chords with a melody. 

 

 

 

 



5. Unison means: 

All instruments playing something different 

One instrument on its own. 

Lots of instruments playing the same thing. 

 

6. Imagine one singer, singing alone. What texture would this be? 

Monophonic 

Polyphonic 

homophonic 

Unison 

 

7. Imagine a rock band performing chords on the guitar with a singer. What 
texture would this be? 

Monophonic 

Polyphonic 

homophonic 

Unison 

 

8. Imagine an orchestra where all the instruments are performing an individual 
melody. What texture would this be? 

Monophonic 

Polyphonic 

homophonic 

Unison 

 



9. Imagine a orchestra and choir performing the same thing at the same time 
all together. 

Monophonic 

Polyphonic 

homophonic 

Unison 

 

10. In a piece of music texture can never change.  

True 

False 

 


