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Week 1 – How to sing, rap and beatbox - improvising 
 Learn about the different styles of improvisation including singing, rap and beatboxing. 

 Find out how Stromzy, Sarah Vaughan and Bobby McFerrin use improvisation in their music. 

 Have a go at improvising your own song. 

 
 

Improvisation is creating music on the spot whilst playing an instrument or singing - it has not been 
planned or rehearsed. Usually, this will be responding to the style of music being played, and to 
other performers. 

Performers using the voice will often improvise on existing melodies in a piece of music. Sometimes 
vocalists will decorate a melody by adding extra notes to it or creating a new variation of the tune. 

Freestyle rap 

Improvising in rap is often known as freestyle. This can happen with or without instrumental beats 
and the lyrics don’t have to start with a specific subject or structure. There are two types of 
freestyle: 

 ‘Old-school’ freestyle, which involves rhymes that the rapper has already come up with, but 
doesn’t necessarily relate to any subject. 

 The type of freestyling where the rapper makes up all of their lyrics on the spot, including all 
of the rhyming words and patterns. 

Freestyle can be performed a capella, over beatboxing or over instrumental versions of songs. The 
rhythms and metre are more relaxed than in general rap, so that there is room for improvisation. 

Freestyle battles are a feature of hip-hop culture. They can occur between two artists as they 
contest each other using improvised lyrics. 

 

 

Nashawn Breedlove and Eminem perform a rap battle in the film 8 Mile. 

Listen to these examples of improvising with the voice 

Stormzy’s famous Shut Up freestyle went viral and gained him many new fans. This studio re-
recording keeps in the introduction from the freestyle video and the original backing chants. 



In Sassy's Blues, Sarah Vaughan improvises using random syllables and sounds, making up the 
rhythms and melodies over a chord sequence. 

In Opportunity, Bobby McFerrin skilfully uses body percussion and vocal sounds to accompany his 
own singing. By using his voice in different ways, it sounds like there are several performers, even 
though it's just him. 

Jazz and blues improvising 

Beginning in the 1920s, improvisation in jazz and blues gave a vocalist freedom. Instead of sticking to 
a set melody, the singer could improvise their own tune over the chord progression of the song. 

In blues and jazz music, vocalists often employ scat singing in their improvisations. Scat is when the 
singer improvises using nonsense syllables or no words at all, sometimes using the voice to mimic 
instruments. 

Have a go at improvising your own song 

Getting started with improvising is really quite straightforward - just have a go and start singing! 

Here are some tips to help you get started: 

 Find an existing melody that you can sing well - maybe your favourite song or something 
you’re doing at school. 

 Sing the tune normally first and then sing it again with some changes, adding in decorations 
such as extra notes. Don’t be afraid to just have a go and try things out, even if they don’t 
sound good at first. 

 If you can find a version of your chosen song as a backing track, you will be able to hear if 
your decorations and ornaments work well or not, as you sing along. 

 Have a go at changing the way you sing – hum or scat, by making up new sounds instead of 
words. 

Keywords 

Keyword Definition 

improvisation The art of creating music on the spot, often in response to existing music or other performers. 

decoration Where an existing melody has notes added to it, or the shape of the melody is changed. 

freestyle When a rapper makes up a rap on the spot. 

scat 
When a singer improvises using nonsense syllables, imitating an instrument rather than the 
human voice. 

a capella When a singer or vocalist performs without any instrumental backing. 

 

 



Week 2 – How to sing, rap and beatbox - performing 

 Learn about how the voice can be used in different ways and different styles 
including singing, rap and beatboxing. 

 Listen to the vocal styles of Plan B, Vince Staples and the Soweto Gospel Choir. 

 Find out how to protect and train your voice. 

 

The voice is a personal instrument and no two voices sound the same. Using the voice is an 
important form of communication, both in spoken word and music. 

Throughout the history of music, the voice has been used to communicate a variety of ideas as a 
means of personal expression. Vocal performances are also used to entertain in opera, musicals, 
concerts and many other types of shows. 

Singing 

There are many different styles of singing. Singing in a classical style, like opera, often requires a 
lot of training. 

Pop music singing is different. It uses the middle range of the voice (or chest voice). Popular 
music covers many different music styles, such as jazz, rock and pop. 

When singers sing different notes at the same time, like backing singers do, they are said to be 
singing in harmony. 

Learn how to sing like an opera star with these five top tips. 

Beatboxing 

This is when a voice is used to imitate the sound of a drum machine and percussion sounds. The 
vocalist makes different sounds at different pitches using their mouth, lips, tongue and voice. 
Often a microphone is used to help with the overall effect too. Beatboxing can also be used as a 
backing for rap, and is often associated with hip-hop music. 

Rapping 

This is a vocal style which involves a performer speaking in time with a beat, and often in rhyme. 
It can be performed in a variety of ways, either over beatboxing or a musical accompaniment. 
Rap is often associated with hip-hop music. Its components include: 

Content – what is being said 

Flow – the rhythm and the rhyme 

Delivery – the tone of the speech 

Listen to these examples of vocal performances 

 Listen to Plan B's Live Lounge cover of Tinie Tempah's Pass Out. It opens with a 
beatboxed introduction, with the vocalists making the sound of a drum kit as well as the 
synth hook from the original song. 



 Listen to Vince Staples rap in time to the beat in Big Fish. He varies his flow in this verse 
to add interest to the rap and rhymes at lots of different points. 

 Listen to Amahlati by the Soweto Gospel Choir. This is an African choir with a direct 
sound and blend. Notice how they sing in harmony. 

Your turn 

Using your voice is a personal thing but there is a style of singing for everyone. If you don’t know 
what style you might enjoy, experiment to find out what works for you. Here are some 
suggestions on how to start: 

Pick a style of music you’re interested in. If it requires sheet music, you are likely to find lyrics 
and music on the internet. Listen to some versions of a chosen song and have a go – it doesn’t 
have to be perfect! 

Don’t be put off if it doesn’t sound good at first. Keep practising and try to copy the song styles 
as best as you can. 

Find other people to perform with, whether that’s in your home, at school or in groups with 
friends. It’s much more fun to have a go together. 

Listen to lots of music and performances, both professional and amateur. 

If you want to pursue this further, consider finding experts in the style, for example singing 
teachers, local choirs or online tutorials. 

How to look after your voice 

If you are a vocalist of any kind, it is important that you take some basic steps to look after your 
voice. Here are our key tips: 

Drink plenty of water every day. 

Focus on good posture to avoid tension and strain. 

When you are singing or speaking, try to breathe properly by supporting your voice with deep 
breaths from your chest, which will take the focus off your throat. 

Always warm up and avoid putting strain on your voice by shouting and whispering. 

 

Keywords 

Keyword Definition 

beatboxing The vocal imitation of a drum machine and other percussive sounds. 

rapping A style of music including the spoken word in time with a beat. 

opera A piece of performance music telling a story, using solo singers, chorus and orchestra. 



Keyword Definition 

chest voice 
The lower register of your voice, often used for speaking. It usually has a warmer tone. 
When you put your hand to your chest while using it, you will feel a vibration. 

loop When a musical idea, rhythm or other sound material is repeated. 

choir A group of singers who perform together. 

scatting 
When the voice is used to imitate an instrument, often singing random syllables rather 
than real words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 – Improvising with instruments 

 Find out about improvisation and different styles of music. 

 Learn about how Snarky Puppy, Herbie Hancock and Miles Davis use improvisation in their 
music. 

 Have a go at improvising your own piece of music. 

 

Improvisation is another word for being able to create music on the spot. This is a way of responding 
to other people playing in a group and usually reflects the style of music that is being performed. 
Often a performer will improvise around the melodies that appear in a song or a piece of music, 
perhaps expanding or varying them slightly. 

New musical ideas are created when performers improvise with their instruments. Sometimes 
the chord progressions that form the foundation of a song might be changed, so an improvisation 
might include reharmonisations - different chords harmonising the same melody. 

Just like vocal improvisation, instrumental improvisation comes in different shapes and sizes 
depending on the musical style. Here are a few examples: 

Baroque period (1600-1750) 

Many of Johann Sebastian Bach’s keyboard and organ compositions started off as improvisations. In 
the pieces, there is often room for the performer to add their own ornaments or decorations to the 
music. The musicians would add extra notes and techniques to make the melody lines more 
elaborate. 

Classical period (1750- circa 1810) 

Concertos were pieces of music for a soloist and orchestra which often featured a cadenza. A 
cadenza is a short section in which the solo instrumentalist would improvise without the orchestra 
to show their technical skill. 

Present day - Jazz 

Perhaps the most popular genre for improvisation is jazz. Jazz covers a breadth of styles, involving 
improvising for all instruments as well as vocalists. 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach would have used improvisation in his compositions. 

Listen to these examples of improvising with instruments 

 In Watermelon Man by Herbie Hancock, the trumpet improvises over the chord progression 
and plays a similar shape to the original melody, but decorates it by adding extra notes. 



 This is Lingus by Snarky Puppy. Cory Henry plays this notable solo from the last decade, 
featuring lots of fast scalic passages - where a player creates a melody by going up and down 
a scale on their instrument. 

 In So What by the Miles Davis Quintet, the trumpet player and band leader Miles Davis 
hands over the improvising to John Coltrane, who plays the tenor saxophone. 

Improvise your own tune 

Improvising is a great instrumental skill to have, but it can require some hard work at the beginning. 
When you are starting out, the first thing to remember is that you shouldn’t worry about making any 
mistakes - some improvisations will sound a little more ‘musical’ than others. Play a few notes on an 
instrument of your choice and take it from there - you don’t need to be an expert. 

One of the best ways into improvisation is the 12-bar blues. This is a well-known, simple chord 
progression which gives you an opportunity to try out some of your ideas. 

If you’re unsure of where to begin, start by improvising with two or three notes - for example the 
bottom three notes ion a Blues in C Scale (C, E♭ and F) or even the top three (G, B♭ and C). Finish 
your improvisation on a C or a G as these are the dominant notes of the scale, so they will make the 
improvisation feel complete. 

Once you are more confident, you can improvise using more notes from the blues scale. 

Keywords 

Keyword Definition 

improvisation The art of making up music on the spot or in the moment. 

melody The main tune in any piece of music. 

chord 
progression 

A sequence of chords played in a certain order. 

reharmonisation 
When the existing chord progression of a melody is changed and different chords are used 
to harmonise the same melody. 

ornamentation 
When melodies are decorated, often with trills or mordents, or sometimes simply with 
passing notes. 

decoration Where an existing melody has notes added to it, or the shape of the melody is changed. 

12-bar blues A well known chord progression of 12 bars using the primary chords. 

blues scale A scale which is often the basis for improvisation, especially in the 12-bar blues. 

 

 



Week 4 – Percussion, drums and beats 

 Find out how a beat is put together on a drum kit. 

 Hear how percussion, drums and beats are used by artists like Georgia, King Sunny Adé and 
Tchaikovsky. 

 Make your own junk percussion. 

 

What is percussion? 

Percussion instruments are hit, scraped or shaken to create a sound with players often using their 
hands or sticks to hit an instrument. There are many types of percussion including: 

 Drum kit - often used for pop and rock music. It is used to play a steady beat that helps 
people tap their feet or dance along to the music. 

 West African drums - in some traditional dance music like West African drum music, all the 
instruments are percussive. 

 Orchestral music - percussion, including drum kits, timpani and glockenspiel, are often used 
by orchestras. 

 Junk percussion - percussion made from anything you like - including a packet of rice, a 
saucepan, or a barrel. 

 

Listen to these examples of performances with percussion 

 Listen to Mo Beru Agba by King Sunny Ade. The musicians play complex rhythms on the 
djembe – traditional African drums. Listen to the variety of sounds the players can produce 
by striking different parts of the drum. 

 Watch Georgia playing the drum kit on Never Let You Go. There is a drum machine as well as 
a drum kit. Listen for the backbeat on the snare on beats two and four in the chorus. 

 Listen to the snare drums and bass drum in the climax of Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture. The 
percussion instruments are used to add to the triumphant feeling of the music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Putting a beat together on a drum kit 

 Here’s how the different parts of the kit work together. 

 

Bass drum 

The bass drum is the lowest sound on the kit. It has a low pitch. 

It is sometimes called the kick drum. It is played by pressing a pedal with your foot. 

It is often played on the first beat of every bar. 

Snare drum 

The snare drum produces a loud ‘crack’ sound with a higher pitch. 

It is often heard on beats two and four. 

A snare drum played on beats two and four is called a backbeat. 

Hi-hats 

The hi-hats are a pair of metal cymbals placed on top of each other. 

They have a pedal so you can have them closed or open. 

If you press the pedal the hi-hats are held together closed. 

 A closed hi-hat makes a short sharp sound. 

 An open hi-hat produces a more open, sustained sound. 

Toms 

A typical drum kit will have two or three tom drums. They can be called tom-toms. They will produce 
different pitched sounds. 

 

 



Cymbals 

A drum kit will often have a ride or crash cymbal. They make high sounds that decay or fade away, 
over a long period of time. 

 

Drum pattern grids 

Drum patterns can be written on grids like the one above. 

Grids like this are often used on drum machines and music software. 

A drum machine is an electronic instrument that produces beats. It can be used to make complex 
repeated rhythms. 

Make your own beat 

You don't need a drum kit to start performing with percussion - you can make a drum kit out of 
anything - even rubbish! 

Using junk percussion can sound really great. A few good objects include: 

 Cylindrical barrels or water bottles to create a bass sound 

 Plastic or metal bins to create a snare sound 

 Pots and pans to recreate hi-hats or cymbals 

 Plastic pipes to create the sound of toms 

 Plastic bottles filled with rice to create a shaker 

Once you have created two or three instruments, you can build a drum beat using the bass drum 
sound on beat 1, snare drum sound on beats 2 and 4, as well as more complex patterns with the hi-
hat or cymbal sounds you have created. 

 

A street performer plays a drum kit made from buckets and pans. 

 

 

 

 



Keywords 

Keyword Definition 

percussion Any instruments played by hitting, scraping or shaking. 

drum kit A set of drums and cymbals, played by a musician using drumsticks. 

decay The ‘fading away’ of a sound. 

pitch How high or low a note is. 

rhythm The pattern of notes in music. 

backbeat A repeated pattern that uses the snare drum on beats 2 and 4. 

drum machine An electronic instrument that produces drum beats. 

junk percussion Percussion instruments made from everyday objects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 5 – Playing together as a band 

 Learn about what will make a great group performance. 

 Find out about how Stormzy, Nirvana and Clean Bandit create performances in groups. 

 Understand how to make your own group performance.What is the pulse 

 

One of the most enjoyable parts of making music is playing and performing with other people. 

A group is any combination of two or more musicians. Whatever your instrument, you will be able to 
play with others or form your own group. 

Playing together isn’t about all playing at the same time. Different skills are required depending on 
your role or the instrument that you play. There are many opportunities to learn from each other. 

In a musical group, some instruments might play the main tune or melody and some might play 
the accompaniment. These roles can be passed between the players too. 

Skills for performing in a group 

Your own performance 

Practise often so that you are able to play or sing your part in the group with confidence. Fitting your 
part in with other people can be challenging, so it will help if you know your part really well. 

Listening, responding and communicating 

It is really important that you listen to the other people in your group while you are playing. You will 
then be able to fit your parts together and play in time. Think about how to respond and 
communicate by changing the dynamics (or variation in volume) and phrasing (or how the notes are 
sequenced in 'phrases' throughout the piece) to get the right balance. Notice how the individual 
parts blend together in a musical way. Players often look at each other to help bring the 
performance to life. 

 Watch The 1975's live performance of Give Yourself a Try from The 1975’s set at the BBC 
Radio 1 Big Weekend, 

 The drummer, guitarist, bassist and vocalist all work together to create a good group 
performance. The guitarist plays a catchy riff, whilst the bassist plays a bass riff. After getting 
the crowd going, the vocalist begins to sing. All of the performers’ roles are different but 
essential. 

Listen to these examples of great group performances 

 Listen to Stormzy's Big for Your Boots. After hyping the Live Lounge listeners up, he performs 
a new arrangement of his popular grime track. This swaps the produced beat of the studio 
recording for a backing band with live drums, electric guitars and synthesisers. 

 Listen to Nirvana's stripped-back version of their loud and heavy song About a Girl. They use 
two acoustic guitars, an acoustic bass and a drum kit, which is played with brushes to sound 
softer. 



 Listen to Clean Bandit's Rather Be. Notice how they fuse classical and pop instruments 
together and switch between elements of both genres. Listen for the solo violin part after 
the chorus. 

Group performance 

Everyone’s role in a group will be different. Some players will be responsible for the melody or tune, 
some for the chords or harmony, and some for the bass line or the rhythm. 

Some tips: 

 Make sure you can all play your parts confidently. 

 If there is a score, refer to it to make sure you are playing at the right time. 

 Think about your role and how your part fits into the piece. 

 

Keywords 

Keyword Definition 

melody 
The main tune in a piece of music. Often players will take turns playing the melody in a 
group performance. 

accompaniment 
This is the music which supports the melody. It is sometimes a chordal instrument (like a 
piano) or it can be multiple different ones. 

dynamics The variations in the volume (loudness or quietness) of the music. 

phrasing 
A phrase is a sequence of notes, like a musical sentence. You can shape phrases by placing 
more emphasis on some notes than on others, or changing the dynamics between them. 

balance How the dynamics change so that the individual parts blend together in a musical way. 

chord Two or more notes sounding at one time. 

bass line 
The lowest line of a piece of music. It is usually played on a bass instrument, like the double 
bass or bass guitar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 6 – Musicals and musical theatre 

 Learn about the key characteristics of musical theatre. 

 Explore how musicals such as Mama Mia and Oliver! are put together. 

 Discover the different roles in musical theatre. 

 

Musical theatre, also known as a musical, is a show combining songs, spoken dialogue, acting and 
dancing. 

Musicals usually tell a story covering a range of emotions, from humour and love to anger and 
sadness. 

A musical involves lots of different roles, including performers, musicians, lighting and sound 
engineers, choreographers, directors and producers. 

Performers usually need to be able to act, sing and dance. 

Many musicals have been turned into films and have become popular all over the world. 

What is a musical? 

Musical plays have been around for hundreds of years. 

Operas - musical plays performed with orchestras - began to be written and performed in the 16th 
century. They were often written and performed for royalty. 

Musicals started to become popular in the 19th century. There were two main types of musical: 

 Book musical – driven by a clear plot and original songs (e.g. Les Miserables). 

 Jukebox musical – more focused on songs by one band or artist, linked by a plot (e.g. We 
Will Rock You and Mamma Mia). 

Mamma Mia is a jukebox musical based on the music of ABBA. 

Performing roles 

 Lead roles - solo songs and a lot of lines. 

 Chorus - a group of singers and dancers. Some of this group might perform smaller roles as 
well as being in the chorus. 

Types of songs or numbers 

 Solo songs - usually about how a character feels about the action going on at the time. 

 Chorus/Ensemble numbers - for larger groups of performers. It is often a commentary on 
the action or plot and helps set the mood. 

 Listen to All I Ask of You from Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical Phantom of the Opera. This 
musical is based on a book of the same name by Gaston Leroux. 

 

 



Spoken word 

Between the big numbers, musicals often include dialogue between the characters, as 
in Oliver!, Guys and Dolls and Anything Goes. But some musicals are sung-through, which means 
there is no spoken word - as in Les Miserables, Cats and Hamilton. 

 Listen to Consider Yourself from Lionel Bart's musical Oliver! This musical is based on the 
book Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. 

Get started with musicals 

Find out if there are any musicals at your school or with local organisations and see if you can take 
part. 

Singing and acting 

If you like singing or acting, find a song from a musical which you enjoy singing. Look up backing 
tracks online and practise singing along. Practise this and you could use it for an audition. 

You can also sing with friends and have a go at some duets or chorus numbers. 

Playing an instrument 

If you play an instrument, you might want to see if there are spaces in the band or orchestra. 

Get involved 

You could also help with costume design, sound and lighting. 

 

Keywords 

Keyword Definition 

producer 
This person oversees all of the production, from what goes on stage, to back stage crew, 
marketing etc. 

director This person is in charge of the drama, dialogue and movement on the stage. 

choreographer Where there are dance numbers, the choreographer is in charge of routines and movement. 

number An item in a music production, be it a solo song, dance or chorus. 

jukebox 
musical 

A musical based on a collection of songs by an artist or band. 

book musical A musical that focuses on a clear plot. 

 

 

 



Weekly Quizzes to test your knowledge: 

Year 7 - Week 1 - How to sing, rap 
and beatbox 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvdqhyc/articles/zn2ht39 

1. What does improvisation mean? 

Create music from the past 

Create music on the spot 

Create music that is planned 

 

Create music than is the same as before 

2. What is freestyle? 

Improvising in Jazz 

Improvising in classical 

Improvising in rap 

improvising from music of the past 

 

3. What does a capella mean? 

Voices only 

Instruments only 

With a backing 

With another version of the piece 

 

 



4. When did improvising in Jazz start to happen? 

1930's 

1940's 

1920's 

1950's 

 

5. What does scat mean? 

Cool music 

Old school music 

Improvising using nonsense syllables 

Rapping with cool words 

 

6. What is a melody? 

The main backing part 

The drum beat 

The tune 

The timing of the piece 

 

7. What does lyrics mean? 

The beat 

The words 

The singers 

The players 

 

 



8. What does genre mean? 

Speed of the music 

Beat of the music 

Style of the music 

Instruments of the music 

 

9. Who is a famous rapper? 

Windy 

Stormzy 

Breezy 

Chilly 

 

10. What does ornaments mean? 

Adding notes to the melody 

Adding beats to the rhythm 

Adding chords to the backing 

Adding notes to the bass line 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 - Week 2 - How to sing, rap 
and beatbox - Performing 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvdqhyc/articles/z6cwd6f 

1. Where can vocal performances take place? 

Concerts 

Musicals 

Operas 

All of them 

 

2. What is a chest voice? 

Lower range of the voice 

Upper range of the voice 

Middle range of the voice 

All ranges of the voice 

 

3. What does harmony mean? 

Melody line 

Bass line 

All the parts together 

Solo part 

 

 

 

 



4. When the voice imitates the sound of a drum machine it is? 

Lower pitched 

Higher pitched 

Improvising 

Beatboxing 

 

5. What is rapping? 

A vocal style where the performer sings in time with a beat 

A vocal style where the performer speaks in time with a beat 

A vocal style where the performer sings in their own timing 

A vocal style where the performer speaks in their own timing 

 

6. What does flow mean? 

The bass and the chords 

The bass and the lyrics 

The rhythm and the rhyme 

The chords and the lyrics 

 

7. What does delivery mean? 

The speed of the piece 

The dynamics of the piece 

The tone of the speech 

The speed of the speech 

 

 



8. What is a loop? 

A musical idea that is heard once 

A musical idea that repeats 

A musical chord 

A musical bass line 

 

9. What is a choir? 

A group of guitarists 

A group of drummers 

A group of instruments 

A group of singers 

 

10. What does dynamics mean? 

The music stays the same 

The music gets faster 

The music slows down 

The music changes in volume 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 - Week 3 - Improvising with 
instruments 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvdqhyc/articles/z7nb382  

1. What does reharmonisation mean? 

Different chords harmoinising the same melody 

Different melodies harmonising the same chords 

Different bass-lines for chords 

Different bass-lines for melodies 

 

2. What period of music did Bach compose in? 

Romantic 

Classical 

Baroque 

20th Century 

 

3. Herbie Hancock plays which instrument? 

Piano 

Clarinet 

Guitar 

Trumpet 

 

 

 

 



4. What is a scale? 

A series of beats 

A series of notes played one after the other 

A set of chords 

A set of beats 

 

5. What are the dates of the Classical period of music? 

1750-1800 

1750-1790 

1750-1810 

1750-1820 

 

6. What are the dates of the Baroque period of music? 

1600-1750 

1610-1750 

1610-1740 

1600-1690 

 

7. How many repeated bars in a typical Blues piece? 

10 

8 

4 

12 

 

 



8. What is a chord progression? 

A sequence of chords played in a certain order 

A sequence of chords played randomly 

A sequence of chords played quickly 

A sequence of chords played slowly 

 

9. What is the blues scale? 

A scale which is often jazzy 

A scale which is played slowly 

A scale which is oftern the basis for improvisation 

A scale which is played quickly 

 

10. What is a sequence? 

A set pattern of notes 

A set pattern of beats 

A set pattern of phrases 

All 3 of the above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 - Week 4 - Percussion, drums 
and beats 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvdqhyc/articles/z4msnrd 

1. What is percussion? 

Stringed instruments 

Brass instruments 

Woodwind instruments 

Scraped, hit and shaken instruments 

 

2. What style of music is the drum-kit often used for? 

Drum and bass 

Rock and Pop 

Rock and Garage 

Hip Hop and Pop 

 

3. What is a glockenspiel? 

A wooden box with metal keys hit with a beater 

Part of the drum-kit 

A wooden box with wooden keys hit with a beater 

A key to tune the drum-kit 

 

 

 

 



4. What part of the drum-kit is the kick drum? 

Floor Tom 

Hi-hat 

Bass drum 

Right Tom 

 

5. What beats does the snare drum usually play on ? 

2 and 3 

1 and 3 

2 and 4 

3 and 4 

 

6. What is a back beat? 

A snare drum played on beats 1 and 2 

A snare drum played on beats 2 and 4 

A snare drum played on beats 3 and 4 

A snare drum played on beats 1 and 3 

 

7. How do you make a more open, sustained sound on the hi-hat? 

Hit it harder 

Hit it softer 

Open it with the pedal and hit it 

Close it with the pedal and hit it 

 

 



8. How many toms does a typical drum-kit have? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

 

9. Drum patterns can be written on? 

Paper 

Grids 

The floor 

With a stick 

 

10. What is pitch? 

Lower notes 

Higher notes 

How high a note is 

How high or low a note is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 - Week 5 - Playing together as 
a band 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvdqhyc/articles/zjrd8xs 

1. A group performance is a performance by? 

An orchestra 

A rock band 

2 or more people 

4 or more people 

 

2. What is dynamics in music? 

Variation of voluime in music 

Type of chords used 

Type of song 

Style of the music 

 

2. What is dynamics in music? 

Variation of voluime in music 

Type of chords used 

Type of song 

Style of the music 

 

 

 

 



3. What role does the bass player usually play in a group performance? 

Plays the chords 

Plays the melody 

Plays the lowest part 

Plays in their own way 

 

4. What is meant by the term accompaniment? 

The melody 

The bass line 

The backing instruments 

The type of song 

 

5. Which is the most important skill to have when it comes to ensemble 
playing? 

Playing the right notes 

Listening to each other 

Keeping in time 

All of the above 

 

6. What is a phrase? 

A set of instruments 

A sequence of notes 

A collection of songs 

A set of chords 

 



7. What does balance mean? 

Using the same number of instruments 

Using the same chords 

How fast or slow the piece is 

How the parts blend together in a musical way 

 

8. What is a chord? 

The lowest note 

The highest note 

2 or more notes played together 

3 or more notes played together 

 

9. What is a bass line? 

Lowest part of the piece 

Highest part of the piece 

The fastest part of the piece 

The slowest part of the piece 

 

10. What is the pulse? 

A feel for the music 

The type of piece 

The steady beat to keep everyone in time 

The number of beats in a piece 

 

 



Year 7 - Week 6 - Musicals and 
musical theatre 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zbhqjhv 

1. What is a musical? 
A production that combines singing and dancing 

A production that combines songs, spoken dialogue, acting and dancing 

A production that combines songs and acting 

A production that combines, acting, dancing and singing 

 

2. How long have musicals been around? 
50 years 

25 years 

Hundreds of years 

40 years 

 

3. What is a book musical? 
Well-known songs added to the story 

A clear plot and original songs 

A clear plot with well-known songs 

Well-known songs added to a well-known script 

 

4. What is a jukebox musical? 
A story of the life of a band 

A story of the life of an artists 

More focussed on songs by one band or artist, linked by a plot 

More focussed on new songs written for the show 

 

 

 

 



5. What is the chorus? 
The people behind the scenes 

The technical crew 

The group of singers and dancers 

The assistants to the director 

 

6. What is an ensemble number? 
A commentary on the action or plot and helps set the mood 

The programme notes and lucky number 

The number of scenes in the show for the backing singers 

The order the ensemble come onto the stage 

 

7. Complete the musical title: Guys and ? 
Girls 

Friends 

Dolls 

Mates 

 

8. Lionel Bart wrote the musical 'Oliver!' based on a book by which author? 
William Shakespeare 

Thomas Hardy 

Michael Morepurgo 

Charles Dickens 

 

9. What is a choreographer? 
Organises the refreshments 

Sells the programmes 

Creates the dance routines and movement on stage 

Assists the producer 

 

 

 



10. What is a number in a musical? 
Song 

Dance 

Chorus 

All 3 above 

 


