
Year group Term Topic Nation (tribe/country/states/community) 
Nation (tribe/country/states/community): Concept 

Progression 

Year 1 Autumn 1 Dinosaurs Before countries and nations were established A nation is a group of people living together. 

Year 1 Autumn 2 
Changes Over 

Time 
    

Year 1 Spring 1 Rainforests 
When discussing the location of rainforests on a map, 
begin to discuss the idea of groups of people living in 

the same place. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons. 

Year 1 Spring 2 Brazil 

A nation = people living in the same region of the world 
and having a common history, language, and culture.  A 
country is a nation with its own government.  Begin to 

explore that tribes are nations but not countries. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Year 1 Summer 1 
Kings and 

Queens 

In early history, monarchs (powerful people) began to 
control nations; The United Kingdom is made up 

of Northern Ireland, Wales, 
England and Scotland.  

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. 

Year 1 Summer 2 
City of 

Birmingham 
Introduce the term "nationalities" when referring to a 

multi-cultural city 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. Communities function due 
to shared responsibilities. 

Year 2 Autumn 1 
Significant 
Individuals 

Describe the nationalities of individuals and relate this 
to countries on a map 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. Communities function due 
to shared responsibilities. Nationalities signify citizenship to a 

nation. 

Year 2 Autumn 2 Titanic 

Passenger nationalities: most were British, Irish, and 
Scandinavian immigrants,  other passengers were from 

Central and Eastern Europe, the Levant (primarily 
Lebanon), and Hong Kong 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. Communities function due 
to shared responsibilities. Nationalities signify citizenship to a 

nation.  

Year 2 Spring 1 Australia 
1901 - changed from being 6 separate colonies to one 

nation 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. Communities function due 
to shared responsibilities. Nationalities signify citizenship to a 

nation. Nations can benefit from forming partnerships. 

Year 2 Spring 2 
Great Fire of 

London 
Contrasting modern London with 1666 - introduction 

of national emergency services  

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. Communities function due 



to shared responsibilities, such as national services. 
Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can 

benefit from forming partnerships. 

Year 2 Summer 1 Oceans 
Some countries have coasts by seas/oceans; others are 

landlocked. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture. 

Nations have a recognised leader. Communities function due 
to shared responsibilities, such as national services. 

Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can 
benefit from forming partnerships. Some shared areas of the 

world are not governed by a single nation. 

Year 2 Summer 2 
Seaside 

Changes over 
Time 

    

Year 3 Autumn 1 
Stone Age to 

Iron Age 
Tribes of between 5-80 people (not large enough to be 

considered nations) 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader. Communities function due to shared 

responsibilities, such as national services. Nationalities signify 
citizenship to a nation. Nations can benefit from forming 

partnerships. Some shared areas of the world are not governed 
by a single nation. 

Year 3 Autumn 2 
Ancient 

Egyptians 

Ancient Egyptians were a series of nations before 
becoming the country "Egypt" with an independent 

government and an established border to mark 
territory 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory. Communities 

function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 
services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships. Some shared areas of 

the world are not governed by a single nation. 

Year 3 Spring 1 Earthquakes 
Communities are disrupted due to effects of 

earthquakes; communities remain in earthquake prone 
areas due to ancestral ties, despite the risk. 

  

Year 3 Spring 2 Ancient Maya 

Nations occupied the Yucatán Peninsula, which 
encompasses the modern countries of southeastern 

Mexico, all of Guatemala and Belize, and the western 
portions of Honduras and El Salvador 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory. Communities 

function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 
services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships. Some shared areas of 
the world are not governed by a single nation. Environmental 

changes can disrupt or end a nation. 

Year 3 Summer 1 

The British 
Empire 

(Settlements 
and land use) 

Settlements > communities > nations > potentially 
countries; the Nile is one of the world's major rivers; its 

basin is shared by 11 countries and is home to  300 
million people. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory, which can 



expand to include other nations. Communities function due to 
shared responsibilities, such as national services. Nationalities 

signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can benefit from 
forming partnerships. Some shared areas of the world are not 

governed by a single nation. Environmental changes can 
disrupt or end a nation. 

Year 3 Summer 2 
Ancient 
Greece 

Ancient Greeks were a series of nations before 
becoming modern countries "Greece, Turkey , Cyprus.." 
with independent governments and established borders 

to mark territory 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory, which can 

expand to include other nations. Communities function due to 
shared responsibilities, such as national services. Nationalities 

signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can benefit from 
forming partnerships. Some shared areas of the world are not 

governed by a single nation. Environmental changes can 
disrupt or end a nation. Over time, nations and territories 

have changed. 

Year 4 Autumn 1 
Roman 
Empire 

Due to the Roman Empire's vast extent and long 
endurance, the institutions and culture of Rome had a 
profound and lasting influence on the development of 
language, religion, architecture, philosophy, law, and 

forms of government in the territory it governed, 
particularly Europe. The Latin language of the Romans 

evolved into the Romance languages of the medieval 
and modern world, while Medieval Greek became the 

language of the Eastern Roman Empire. Its adoption of 
Christianity led to the formation of Christendom during 
the Middle Ages. Greek and Roman art had a profound 
impact on the late medieval Italian Renaissance, while 
Rome's republican institutions influenced the political 

development of later republics such as the United 
States and France. The corpus of Roman law has its 

descendants in many legal systems of the world today, 
such as the Napoleonic Code. Rome's architectural 

tradition served as the basis for Neoclassical 
architecture. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory, which can 

expand to include other nations. Communities function due to 
shared responsibilities, such as national services. Nationalities 

signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can benefit from 
forming partnerships. Some shared areas of the world are not 

governed by a single nation. Environmental changes can 
disrupt or end a nation. Over time, nations and territories 

have changed, leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 4 Autumn 2 Volcanoes     

Year 4 Spring 1 
Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings 

Germanic tribes who migrated to the island from 
continental Europe; the early settlers kept to small 

tribal groups, forming kingdoms and sub-kingdoms > 
by the ninth century, the country was divided into four 

kingdoms - Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia and 
Wessex; the Anglo-Saxon community in England was 

rural one, where primarily all classes of society lived on 
the land.  

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory, which can 

expand to include other nations. Communities function due to 
shared responsibilities, such as national services. Nationalities 

signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can benefit from 
forming partnerships. Some shared areas of the world are not 



governed by a single nation. Environmental and human 
changes (settlers) can disrupt or end a nation. Over time, 
nations and territories have changed, leaving physical and 

historical legacies. 

Year 4 Spring 2 Trade Links EU and trade agreements. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader and an established territory, which can 

expand to include other nations. Communities function due to 
shared responsibilities, such as national services. Nationalities 

signify citizenship to a nation. Nations can benefit from 
forming partnerships or organisations to co-exist on a global 
scale. Some shared areas of the world are not governed by a 
single nation. Environmental and human changes (settlers) 

can disrupt or end a nation. Over time, nations and territories 
have changed, leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 4 Summer 1 Tudors 

The Wars of the Roses > English civil wars for control 
of the throne of England fought between supporters of 
two rival branches of the royal House of Plantagenet: 

the House of Lancaster, associated with a red rose, and 
the House of York, whose symbol was a white rose.  

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, and an established 

territory, which can expand to include other nations. 
Communities function due to shared responsibilities, such as 
national services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. 

Nations can benefit from forming partnerships or 
organisations to co-exist on a global scale. Some shared areas 

of the world are not governed by a single nation. 
Environmental and human changes (settlers/warfare) can 
disrupt or end a nation. Over time, nations and territories 

have changed, leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 4 Summer 2 Victorians 

During the Victorian age, Britain was the world's most 
powerful nation.  The Industrial revolution powered 
Britain to global pre-eminence and initiated social 

reform. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, and an established 

territory, which can expand to include other nations. 
Communities function due to shared responsibilities, such as 
national services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. 

Nations can benefit from forming partnerships or 
organisations to co-exist on a global scale, supported by 

conventions. Some shared areas of the world are not governed 
by a single nation. Environmental and human changes 

(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 
Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 

physical and historical legacies. 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Rebellion   
A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 

reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 



initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, and an established 

territory, which can expand to include other nations. 
Communities function due to shared responsibilities, such as 
national services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. 

Nations can benefit from forming partnerships or 
organisations to co-exist on a global scale, supported by 

conventions. Some shared areas of the world are not governed 
by a single nation. Environmental and human changes 

(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 
Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 

physical and historical legacies. 

Year 5 Autumn 2 
Discrimination 

in STEM 
    

Year 5 Spring 1 Governance   

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory, which can expand to include other nations. 

Communities function due to shared responsibilities, such as 
national services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. 

Nations can benefit from forming partnerships or 
organisations to co-exist on a global scale, supported by 

conventions. Some shared areas of the world are not governed 
by a single nation. Environmental and human changes 

(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 
Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 

physical and historical legacies. 

Year 5 Spring 2 Mountains 

Mountains act as phyiscal boundaries between 
countries and aid the classification of terriroty; From a 

legal standpoint, Tibet has to this day not lost its 
statehood. It is an independent state under illegal 

occupation;  

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships or organisations to co-

exist on a global scale, supported by conventions. Some shared 
areas of the world are not governed by a single nation. 

Environmental and human changes 
(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 

Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 
physical and historical legacies. 



Year 5 Summer 1 

The Great 
War: Cause & 

Initial 
Response 

Alliances were made in Europe between 1882 and 1914 
to create peace through strength to deter attacks and 
ensure that allies respond to invasions. Some of these 
were informal alliances such as Italy, Autria, Hungary 
and Germany and some were entrenched by treaties 
such as Britain with Russia and France. Just before 

WW1, the great powers of Europe split into two main 
teams: the triple alliance (Austria, Hungary, Germany 
and Italy) and the triple entente (Britain, France and 

Russia)  

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale, supported by conventions. Some shared areas of 
the world are not governed by a single nation. Environmental 

and human changes (settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt 
or end a nation. Over time, nations and territories have 

changed, leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 5 Summer 2 
The Great 

War: Warfare 
& Aftermath 

Following the end of WW1, in order to ensure that 
Germany would not be able to rally enough power to 

dominate Europe, a number of peace treaties ended the 
state of war between Germany and the allied powers. 
The most important of these peace treaties was the 

Treaty of Versailles, which was negotiated by the allied 
nations with little participation by Germany. The main 
purpose of the Treaty of Versailles was to limit power in 

Germany, re-assign boundaries, provide reparations 
and assent to full blame for the war. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale, supported by conventions. Some shared areas of 
the world are not governed by a single nation. Environmental 

and human changes (settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt 
or end a nation. Over time, nations and territories have 

changed, leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 6 Autumn 1 
World War 2: 
British Focus 

Nations during World War 2 benefited from forming 
alliances to support and defend: Great Britain, France, 

US, China, Soviet Union. Few nations remained 
neutral. Some nations formed alliances in an attempt to 

gain more power: Germany, Italy, Japan. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale. Some shared areas of the world are not governed 

by a single nation. Environmental and human changes 



(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 
Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 

physical and historical legacies. 

Year 6 Autumn 2 
World War 2: 
Jewish Focus 

Countries prosecuted by global justice system; after 
World War II, both West Germany and East Germany 

were obliged to pay war reparations to the Allied 
governments, according to the Potsdam Conference. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale, supported by conventions. Nations, or individuals 

representing nations, can be held to account and prosecuted 
by a global justice system. Some shared areas of the world are 
not governed by a single nation. Environmental and human 
changes (settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a 

nation. Over time, nations and territories have changed, 
leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 6 Spring 1 Apartheid   

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale, supported by conventions. Nations, or individuals 

representing nations, can be held to account and prosecuted 
by a global justice system or the boycotting of trade links. 

Some shared areas of the world are not governed by a single 
nation. Environmental and human changes 

(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 
Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 

physical and historical legacies. 

Year 6 Spring 2 
Climate Zones 
and Climate 

Change 

Solutions to global issues generally require cooperation 
among nations. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 



territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale, supported by conventions, though nations are 

fundamentally autonomous. Nations, or individuals 
representing nations, can be held to account and prosecuted 

by a global justice system or the boycotting of trade links. 
Some shared areas of the world are not governed by a single 

nation. Environmental and human changes 
(settlers/warfare/revolutions) can disrupt or end a nation. 

Over time, nations and territories have changed, leaving 
physical and historical legacies. 

Year 6 Summer 1 Civil Rights 
Civil unrest produced crisis situations and productive 

dialogues between activists and government 
authorities. 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation. Nations 
can benefit from forming partnerships, alliances or 

organisations to co-exist, support or defend each other on a 
global scale, supported by conventions, though nations are 

fundamentally autonomous. Nations, or individuals 
representing nations, can be held to account and prosecuted 

by a global justice system or the boycotting of trade links. 
Some shared areas of the world are not governed by a single 

nation. Environmental and human changes 
(settlers/warfare/revolutions/civil unrest) can disrupt or end 

a nation. Over time, nations and territories have changed, 
leaving physical and historical legacies. 

Year 6 Summer 2 Refugees 
Integrating refugees into host countries; definition of 

what makes a modern nation 

A nation is a group of similar people living together for shared 
reasons, who have a common history, language and culture, 

initially formed due to survival needs. Nations have a 
recognised leader, often with great power, theoretically 

supported by a council or governing body and an established 
territory marked by physical or non-physical boundaries, 
which can expand to include other nations. Communities 
function due to shared responsibilities, such as national 

services. Nationalities signify citizenship to a nation.  
Nationalities are finite and cannot be altered through choice 



or necessity.  Nations can benefit from forming partnerships, 
alliances or organisations to co-exist, support or defend each 

other on a global scale, supported by conventions, though 
nations are fundamentally autonomous. Nations, or 

individuals representing nations, can be held to account and 
prosecuted by a global justice system or the boycotting of trade 

links. Some shared areas of the world are not governed by a 
single nation. Environmental and human changes 

(settlers/warfare/revolutions/civil unrest) can disrupt or end 
a nation. Over time, nations and territories have changed, 

leaving physical and historical legacies. 

 


