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Curriculum Purpose: Why study Art at Kings? 
 
Why do students at Ark Kings need to study Art? 
Pupils in our community do not always have access to a range of different media at home. They are often reluctant to use new media, mainly choosing 
colouring pencils and pens when given the option. By studying Art, pupils will gain confidence in using a variety of media as they will learn how to use them 
successfully in order to create a finished piece of artwork. 
Additionally, pupils in our context sometimes find it difficult to talk about and express their emotions. By studying Art, pupils will learn that artwork has 
often been a means for an artist to express their feelings, overcome challenges and  fight for a cause - pupils will learn this through looking at the historical 
context of art. 
 
What are the aims for the Art curriculum? 
(i.e. What do we want students to be able to know and do by the time they leave Ark Kings Primary?) 
· To recall important pieces of art work and artists as well as comment on their significance 
· To understand that art often encapsulates a time period 
· To gain experience using different media 
· To use art as a tool for overcoming challenges and expressing oneself 
 
 
National Curriculum: 
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 
- produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
- become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 
- evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
- know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 
 
 
What values underpin the curriculum content? 
Creativity: through learning key art skills, pupils have the know how to become truly creative artists and successful in making their visions a reality. 
Appreciation: pupils learn about the history of different artists and artwork and appreciate their symbolism in telling a narrative of that time. 
 
How are British Values taught through Art? 
The Art curriculum delivers British values through having a sense of enjoyment and fascination in  
learning about the world around them and participating pupils actively in artistic and creative  
activities. We promote tolerance through different people’s ideas, creative responses and  
understanding of different cultures and styles within art. Pupils are encouraged to question and explore sensitive and controversial issues, whilst  
maintaining tolerance and respect for the views and beliefs of others. Pupils discuss and work in the style of a wide variety of artists and  designers. British 
art is studied through the curriculum. Pupils have the opportunity to work independently and as a team to build resilience and self-esteem through tasks, 
sharing ideas and resources, peer-assessment and encouraging  
students to support each other. 
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What links to careers can be made within the Art curriculum? 
Animator, Artist Illustrator, Sculptor, Technical illustrator, Blacksmith, Florist, Glass designer, Jewellery designer/maker, Leather craftworker, Picture 
framer, Signwriter, Stonemason, Upholsterer, Visual merchandiser, Curator, Museum director, Art journalist, Auctioneer 
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Curriculum Rationale: Why study Art in this way? 
Why has the specific content/ domain knowledge been selected? 
The threads of art have been selected because they are themes which are relevant to the majority of artwork studies that pupils undertake, which allows 
them to make links between pieces of art work and artists. This then allows pupils to develop a secure understanding of how art is used not only as an outlet 
for creativity, but also as an outlet to convey context and issues pertinent to the time and the artist's circumstances. 
Additionally, the elements of art have been chosen as the core knowledge drivers within our Art curriculum. This is because they can be understood and 
applied in two ways: both in the analysis aspect of art study as well as the practice of art. For example, when  studying Estha Mahlangu, pupils learn that the 
linear, bold lines create rhythm. This then informs their own practice, allowing them to create a piece of artwork that is clearly influenced by the artist, but 
not merely a replica. 
 
Why is it taught in the order that it is?  
The artwork and artist studies have been selected to build a contextual narrative of the key threads which are most relevant to the half termly topic being 
studied. For example, in Year 2, pupils learn about  Australia. Within this context, they look at traditions and cultures with Estha Mahlangu. Even though 
she is not an Australian artist, her work has been chosen as the study focus as it best depicts how artists celebrate and encapsulate traditions and culture - an 
important thread within the Australia topic. In Year 5, pupils learn about Victorians. Within this context, they look at traditions and cultures with L. S. 
Lowri. Pupils are able to make links between two different artists in different time periods by comparing the thread of traditions and culture. 
 
How are Art lessons delivered at Kings? 
Children: 
Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 
Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms 
Class teachers are usually responsible for teaching art and design technology, although there will be times when professional artists/helpers will be involved 
in the teaching of the topic. We take every opportunity to develop links with outside agencies and the secondary phase, in order to enrich our Art and Design 
provision. 
Children study art in the following way: 
1) Analysis of art work (including context and elements of art) 
2) Develop skills using relevant media 
3) Observational recording of artist's work 
4/5) Initial ideas and development in order to create final art work 
 
What is the impact? 
Our children enjoy the self-expression that they experience in both Art and Design Technology. 
They are always keen to learn new skills and work hard to perfect those shown to them. The children’s art is used to help them express feelings and 
emotions, as well as show their knowledge and understanding of other subjects such as history, geography and science. 
Through their art and design, the children are able to reach out into the community, with our pupil’s artwork proudly displayed in school and beyond. 
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Art Curriculum Aims 
What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 
 
Key stage 1 
Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, 

and making links to their own work. 
Key stage 2 
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, 

paint, clay] 
 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


