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Curriculum Purpose: Why study MFL at Kings? 
 
Why do students at Ark Kings need to study MFL? 
Some pupils in our community have not had the chance to meet people of a variety of cultures and have not been abroad. Through studying Modern Foreign 
Languages at Kings, pupils will develop an understanding of different cultures around the world as well as tolerance and acceptance of these cultures. 
Additionally, pupils in our community sometimes lack perserverance when communicating with others is difficult or there is a barrier. By studying Modern 
Foreign Languages, pupil will develop the resilience and skills to communicate with others. They will see language learning skills not just as the ability to 
speak a different language, but as the ability to communicate with people who may be deaf or blind. 
 
What are the aims for the MFL curriculum? 
(i.e. What do we want students to be able to know and do by the time they leave Ark Kings Primary?) 
· Understand that foreign language learning is learning the art of communicating 
· Understand that even if they do not know everything they can see or hear, they are still able to respond and communicate 
· Understand the value of learning an additional language 
· Understand how cultures differ but can all co-exist harmoniously 
· Develop confidence in an additional language and respond to written and spoken language 
· Recall grammatical structures in different tenses and make links to the English equivalents 
· Write at increasing length in an additional language 
 
National Curriculum: 
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 
- understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 
- speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and 
asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 
- can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 
- discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 
 
What values underpin the curriculum content? 
Tolerance: pupils learn about different languages and cultures, gaining an understanding of how we are all different but can live harmoniously together. 
Respect: pupils learn respectful ways of communicating with different people without showing ignorance and arrogance towards other languages and 
cultures. 
 
How are British Values taught through MFL? 
The MFL curriculum actively promotes British Values (the key values of  
mutual respect, diversity and plurality) as there is  
a strong emphasis on promoting cultural values and traditions of other countries and global  
citizenship.  By gaining an appreciation of the countries where the language the students are  
studying is spoken, they are encouraged to reflect on other cultures and ways of life and embrace  
socio-cultural and economic differences and contexts. This ensures that they remain open to the  
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world around them and have a better grasp of the links and connections between countries and  
societies. This in turn, emphasises the need for tolerance and justice, and through their studies, 
our pupils come to value the rule of law and democratic systems that European countries and  
countries further afield enjoy despite the varied customs, festivals and national characteristics that  
makes every society so unique. 
 
What links to careers can be made within the MFL curriculum? 
Diplomat, Immigration officer, International aid/development worker, Interpreter, Journalist, Language specialist (MI5), Marketing executive, Sales 
executive, Translator 
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Curriculum Rationale: Why study MFL in this way? 
Why has the specific content/ domain knowledge been selected? 
We teach French as our modern foreign language across Kings Primary. This is to ensure pupils have a solid foundation in the subject before moving into the 
Secondary phase. Pupils are taught vocabulary (starting as words then building to phrases and sentences) across a range of topics that gives them a 
grounding in the language. Topics include: school, food, clothes, home, holidays. The topics have been chosen as they are relevant to our pupils' lives, 
allowing them to engage in language learning that is of interest and pertinence to them. 
 
Why is it taught in the order that it is?  
Pupils are taught to talk about themselves, others and objects in the present tense, before developing their knowledge of grammatical structures to talk in 
the past and future tenses. Pupils also learn to express likes and positive actions before then learning how to express negation. 
 
How are MFL lessons delivered at Kings? 
 
What is the impact? 
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MFL Curriculum Aims 
What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 
 
Key stage 2: Foreign language 
Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one language. The teaching 
should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. It 
should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their 
knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication. If an ancient language is chosen the focus will be to provide a linguistic 
foundation for reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying ancient languages may take part in simple oral 
exchanges, while discussion of what they read will be conducted in English. A linguistic foundation in ancient languages may support the study of modern 
languages at key stage 3. 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 
 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 
 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 
 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 
 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 
 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 

dictionary 
 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 
 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 
 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 

conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ 
from or are similar to English. 
The starred (*) content above will not be applicable to ancient languages. 
 
 

 

 

 

 


