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Curriculum Purpose: Why study Music at Kings? 
 
Why do students at Ark Kings need to study Music? 
Not all pupils  in our community have not had the opportunity to handle and play different instruments. They also have not had the opportunity to see live 
performances and show an appreciation for the arts. By studying Music at Kings, pupils will have the opportunity to sing and play a range of instruments, as 
well as learn how to create ensembles that are performed to others. They will develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose and listen 
with discrimination to a range of musical genres and artists. 
 
What are the aims for the Music curriculum? 
(i.e. What do we want students to be able to know and do by the time they leave Ark Kings Primary?) 
· Perform, appreciate and evaluate a range of music and make links to time periods and events in history 
· Sing and use their voices in solo and ensemble pieces 
· Understand how music is produced and the role of musicians and the music industry in narrating societal issues and voicing opinions 
 
National Curriculum: 
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 
- perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great 
composers and musicians 
- learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, 
use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 
- understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
 
 
What values underpin the curriculum content? 
Appreciation: pupils learn to appeciate musical compositions and make recommendations and constructive evaluations to others. 
Respect: through enrichment, pupils learn theatre etiquette. 
 
How are British Values taught through Music? 
The curriculum promotes tolerance and understanding of other cultures by incorporating music  
from many parts of the world (North America, South America, Africa and India as well as from other  
cultures closer to home in Europe and the United Kingdom). Freedom of expression is a regular feature in listening work as we distinguish between  
opinion and fact when discussing different music and encourage pupils to support their  
differing opinions with factual references. The discussions surrounding music from different cultures allow teachers to challenge the  
use of stereotypical cultural references and discuss how it can lead to discriminatory and  
prejudicial behaviour with the pupils 
 
What links to careers can be made within the Music curriculum? 
Music director, Producer/engineer (music), Production manager, Recording industry producer, Sound engineer, Sound technician, Studio manager, Band 
member, Classical musician, Community musician, Composer, Conductor, Lyricist, Performer, Soloist, Song writer 
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Curriculum Rationale: Why study Music in this way? 
Why has the specific content/ domain knowledge been selected? 
Pupils at Kings Primary are exposed to a variety of musical genres in order to broaden their cultural capital. Pupils learn how to comment on and compare 
musical pieces in order to evaluate their own preferences. Pupils learn musical notation in Key Stage 2 
 
Why is it taught in the order that it is?  
Children in Key Stage 1 learn fundamental music skills such as rhythm and volume. They do this through singing and non-tuned percussion lessons. In Key 
Stage 2, pupils start learning musical instruments (Year 3: recorder, Year 4: djembe drums, Year 5/6 ukuleles) 
 
How are Music lessons delivered at Kings? 
 
What is the impact? 
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Music Curriculum Aims 
What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 
 
Key stage 1 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Key stage 2 
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, 
organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
 use and understand staff and other musical notations 
 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


