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Curriculum Purpose: Why study Reading at Kings? 
 
Why do students at Ark Kings need to study Reading? 
Many pupils in our community are affected by the 30 Million Word Gap. Upon entering school, they have heard a lot less vocabulary than their peers 
nationally and have not encountered reading role models, nor a pleasure and love of reading. By studying Reading at Kings, pupils will develop a love for 
reading and will be able to articulate the books, authors and genres they enjoy. They will be able to make recommendations about books because they will 
have been exposed to a variety of texts that perhaps they otherwise would not have encountered. They will read key classic literature appropriate for their 
age, giving them the cultural capital they require as they move into adolesence. Ultimately, pupils at Kings learn to read in order to be able to access all 
aspects of the school curriculum. 
 
What are the aims for the Reading curriculum? 
(i.e. What do we want students to be able to know and do by the time they leave Ark Kings Primary?) 
· To read in line with age related expectations 
· To talk passionately and excitedly about the books they have read 
· To make recommendations about books and authors 
· To name classic and modern literature and talk about their key themes 
 
 
National Curriculum: 
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: 
- word reading 
- comprehension (both listening and reading). 
It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 
Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of 
familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics 
should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school. 
Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills 
develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-
fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which 
they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ 
vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-
house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 
It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming 
secondary education. 
 
 
What values underpin the curriculum content? 
Empathy: through reading a range of texts, of fiction and non fiction, set in real world and fantasy settings, pupils learn to empathise with different 
characters. 
Enthusiasm: through reading a wide range of texts, going to the library, sharing class novels, contacting authors and celebrating World Book Day, pupils 
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develop an enthusiasm and love for books. 
 
What links to careers can be made within the Reading curriculum? 
Author, Book or magazine editor, Copywriter, Digital copywriter, Editorial assistant, Journalist, Lexicographer, Newspaper editor, Proofreader, Publishing 
editor, Technical writer 
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Curriculum Rationale: Why study Reading in this way? 
Why has the specific content/ domain knowledge been selected? 
Texts have been chosen to ensure children read a wide range of genres from different authors. Texts range from classics to modern literature. When learning 
Phonics, pupils read texts from within the phase they are learning. From Year 2 onwards, age appropriate texts are chosen for children to read. Around a 
text being studied, pupils also read supplementary texts to enable them to put the text into a wider context and develop a vocabulary base around the 
content. For example, when reading Goodnight Mister Tom in Year 6, pupils also read the Unicef Rights of a Child to understand how the protagonist's 
narrative may have been different in more modern times. This approach enables pupils to read a variety of texts closely related to a topic, build a strong 
vocabulary base in a topic, unpick the core themes in narrative with non-fiction evidence, make links between texts and place themselve firmly in the centre 
of what they are reading. 
 
Why is it taught in the order that it is?  
Teachers choose when to study different texts with their children based on the topics they are studying. When selecting specific texts, teachers decide if 
supplementary texts are required to come before reading the core text in order to give children a contextual background to what they are reading. 
 
How are Reading lessons delivered at Kings? 
Reading is not only celebrated in classrooms at Ark Kings - around school you will find displays which celebrate authors, children’s favourite books and 
reading reward schemes.  In addition, throughout the school year the importance of reading is enhanced through World Book Day, author and poet visits, 
parent reading workshops and a range of trips and visits which enrich and complement children’s learning. 
 
What is the impact? 
When you speak to both staff and children, they are able to talk confidently about their favourite authors, books and genres. They can make 
recommendations as well as links between books they have read. Pupils do not just have a knowledge of texts related to their topic, but also of classic and 
modern literature. 
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Reading Curriculum Aims 
What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 
 
During year 1, teachers should build on work from the Early Years Foundation Stage, making sure that pupils can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words 
quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. Teachers should also ensure that pupils continue to learn new 
grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and revise and consolidate those learnt earlier. The understanding that the letter(s) on the page represent the 
sounds in spoken words should underpin pupils’ reading and spelling of all words. This includes common words containing unusual GPCs. The term 
‘common exception words’ is used throughout the programmes of study for such words. 
Alongside this knowledge of GPCs, pupils need to develop the skill of blending the sounds into words for reading and establish the habit of applying this skill 
whenever they encounter new words. This will be supported by practice in reading books consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and skill and 
their knowledge of common exception words. At the same time they will need to hear, share and discuss a wide range of high-quality books to develop a love 
of reading and broaden their vocabulary. 
Pupils should be helped to read words without overt sounding and blending after a few encounters. Those who are slow to develop this skill should have 
extra practice. 
By the beginning of year 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes. They should be able to read unfamiliar words containing these graphemes, 
accurately and without undue hesitation, by sounding them out in books that are matched closely to each pupil’s level of word reading knowledge. They 
should also be able to read many common words containing GPCs taught so far [for example, shout, hand, stop, or dream], without needing to blend the 
sounds out loud first. Pupils’ reading of common exception words [for example, you, could, many, or people], should be secure. Pupils will increase their 
fluency by being able to read these words easily and automatically. Finally, pupils should be able to retell some familiar stories that have been read to and 
discussed with them or that they have acted out during year 1. 
During year 2, teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate and speedy word reading skills. They should also make sure that pupils 
listen to and discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and information books; this should include whole books. The sooner that pupils can read well and 
do so frequently, the sooner they will be able to increase their vocabulary, comprehension and their knowledge across the wider curriculum. 
For pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and skills they need for year 2, teachers should use the year 1 programmes of study for word reading and 
spelling so that pupils’ word reading skills catch up. However, teachers should use the year 2 programme of study for comprehension so that these pupils 
hear and talk about new books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the rest of the class. 
By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age-appropriate interest level. They should be able to read them accurately and 
at a speed that is sufficient for them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. They should be able to decode 
most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation. As their decoding skills become increasingly 
secure, teaching should be directed more towards developing their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they become 
independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, 
poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide 
range of subjects. They should be learning to justify their views about what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and increasingly independently 
by the end of year 4. 
By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy 
and at a reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with 
increasing automaticity. If the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they should ask for help in determining both the meaning of the word and how to 
pronounce it correctly. 
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They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding, and should be able to summarise and present a familiar 
story in their own words. They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information. They should be able to 
read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read. 
By the end of year 6, pupils’ reading and writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them to manage the general demands of the curriculum in 
year 7, across all subjects and not just in English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to learn subject-specific vocabulary.  Pupils should 
understand nuances in vocabulary choice and age-appropriate, academic vocabulary. This involves consolidation, practice and discussion of language. 
 

 

 

 

 


