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Welcome 

 

Welcome to your RE information pack. This pack contains all the information 

you need to complete the tasks that have been set for your distance learning 

lessons in summer term 2. At the end of this pack you will find the quizzes that 

you need to complete each week to check your understanding of the 

content that you have learnt. You should complete one quiz each week for 

the rest of the summer term. 
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The Last Days’ of Jesus’ Life 

The Last Supper 

The Last Supper was the final meal Jesus shared with his disciples, the night before his 

crucifixion. During the meal, Jesus predicted that one of his disciples would betray 

him. At the end of the meal, Jesus broke bread and shared it with his disciples, telling 

them to do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19). 

Jesus offered wine to his disciples, saying to them: 

Drink from it, all of you. This is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for 

you.Luke 22:20 

This quote shows that, through the sacrifice Jesus was about to make, a new 

relationship would be formed between God and humanity. The Last Supper holds a 

special significance for Christians as it forms the basis of the Eucharist, a key Christian 

church service. 

The betrayal and arrest 

After the Last Supper, Jesus was talking to some of his disciples in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. Judas (one of Jesus’ disciples) arrived, leading the chief priests 

and their guards to Jesus. Jesus’ disciples wanted to defend their leader, but 

Jesus told them to put their swords away. Peter, Jesus’ closest disciple, cut off the 

ear of the High Priest’s servant. Jesus healed it and ordered that there should be 

no violence. He was led away to the house of the High Priest. 

The trial 

Jesus was put on trial by the Sanhedrin. They considered Jesus’ claims to be the 

son of God blasphemy and found him guilty of this charge. 

The next morning, Jesus was taken to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate 

did not think that Jesus was guilty so he gave the assembled crowd a choice: he 

would release either Jesus or a Jewish freedom fighter, Barabbas. The crowd 

chose Barabbas to be released. This meant Jesus was to be crucified. 

The soldiers mocked Jesus and placed a crown of thorns on his head. The crown 

of thorns represents both Jesus’ suffering and the fact that he was mocked by his 

persecutors 

The crucifixion 

Jesus was crucified on a Friday alongside two robbers, one on each side of him. 

A sign above his head read “King of the Jews”. As he was being crucified, Jesus 

cried out: Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing (Luke 

23:34). 
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One of the robbers confessed to Jesus that he had sinned and said that he and 

the other robber deserved to die for their crimes. The robber also acknowledged 

that Jesus was innocent. Jesus told this robber that they would meet again in 

Paradise. Christians believe that Jesus’ crucifixion was a crucial moment in his life 

as this ac t brought humans salvation from sin. 

The resurrection 

After the crucifixion, Jesus’ body was buried in a tomb guarded by Roman 

soldiers. Early on the Sunday morning, three days after the crucifixion, some of 

Jesus’ female followers went to anoint his body with spices. However, the tomb 

was empty. Two men in gleaming white clothes appeared and told the women 

that Jesus had risen from the dead. The women informed Jesus’ disciples that the 

tomb was empty. 

For most Christians, the resurrection is the most significant event. It is the ultimate 

miracle which proves the divinity of Jesus as well as indicating that death is not 

the end. 

The ascension 

The Gospel of Luke states that 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus told his 

disciples that they must stay in Jerusalem and that they would receive the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Then, Jesus was taken up into a cloud. Two men in white 

appeared and told the disciples that Jesus had gone to Heaven. 

The ascension reminds Christians that Jesus has gone to Heaven to prepare a 

place for them, so they do not need to fear death. As Jesus is no longer 

restricted by time, he is always with them. Christians also believe that because 

Jesus didn't die again before ascending to heaven, the Ascension shows Jesus’ 

divinity.  
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Eschatology (Life after death) 

Eschatology is a term used to describe religious ideas or beliefs about death, 

judgement and the afterlife. While most Christians believe that there is some form 

of life after death, there are various Christian interpretations of this belief. 

Christianity teaches that: 

• Heaven is a perfect place where they will be united with God. 

• Heaven is a place of eternal life. 

• After death, each person will be judged based on their good and bad deeds, 

and the nature of their afterlife will depend on this judgement. 

Catholic beliefs about life after death 

The Catholic Church teaches that after death, people who have been perfectly 

purified will go to Heaven. Catholics who have died with unforgiven sins will go to 

Purgatory. Those whose sins remain unforgiven and who are not remorseful for 

their sinful acts will go to Hell. These are likely to be people who committed 

hideous crimes against humanity and humankind, and whose evil actions had a 

wide-reaching impact. 

Most Catholics believe that all Christians will eventually go to Heaven and that 

the good followers of any religion are able to go to Heaven. 

Protestant beliefs about life after death 

Protestants do not believe in Purgatory. Article 22 of the 39 Articles of the Church 

of England states that there is no such place. The justification for this is that 

Purgatory is not mentioned in the Bible. Some Protestants also believe there is no 

such place as Hell, only levels of Heaven, and that everyone will eventually 

reach Heaven. 

Some Evangelical Protestants believe in the resurrection of the body and the 

idea that everyone will be raised on the Last Day to be judged by God. 

Liberal Protestants believe that the soul lives on eternally after death in a spirit 

world. They believe that a person’s afterlife will depend on how the person lived 

their life on Earth. 

Biblical teachings 

Corinthians 5:1–10 is a key passage in understanding Christian beliefs about the 

afterlife. It states that Christians will have a non-physical home in Heaven, and it 

also states that because Christians should be aiming for Heaven, they should do 

all they can to please God on Earth. They will be judged by God on the good 

and bad deeds they have done on Earth. 
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For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 

receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

Corinthians 5:1–10 

 

The Problem of Evil and Suffering 

Various types of evil and suffering are evident in the world. This can cause 

problems for many Christians, as they believe in a loving, powerful and all-

knowing God. 

Types of evil and suffering 

There are two types of evil and suffering: 

1. Moral evil and suffering – this is suffering caused by the actions of humans. 

Examples include acts of murder, and war. 

2. Natural evil and suffering – this is suffering that is caused by nature and has 

nothing to do with the actions of humans. Examples include earthquakes, 

floods, tsunamis and diseases. 

How evil and suffering cause problems for religious belief 

The existence of evil and suffering is important because it can cause problems 

for Christians’ belief in God. God is described as all-loving, as stated in Psalms 

103:8: The Lord is compassionate and gracious. Some Christians cannot believe 

that an omnibenevolent God would design a world full of natural evils. They find 

it easier to believe these are random acts of nature. 

Some Christians also find it hard to believe in an omnipotent God. They question 

why God would allow humans to cause so much evil and suffering if he had the 

power to stop them from doing so. 

Another problem relates to the idea that God is omniscient. This means God 

would have known about all the evil and suffering that would come from him 

creating the universe the way he did. Some Christians therefore wonder why he 

did not create the universe without this potential for evil and suffering. 

This suggests that, because evil and suffering clearly exist in the world, either God 

does not exist or he cannot be omnibenevolent, omnipotent and omniscient. 

Some religious people find that when they experience evil and suffering, it can 

present a challenge to their faith. They may reject religion as a result. 
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Responses to the problem of evil 

There are various Christian responses to dealing with the problem of evil and 

suffering. Some Christians believe it is pointless trying to understand why evil and 

suffering exist, as God’s will is beyond human understanding. Others take a 

theoretical approach to tackling the problem and try to make sense of it using 

reason. Some Christians believe the presence of evil is an opportunity to respond 

in a practical and compassionate way. 

Biblical response 

The biblical response suggests that people cannot understand why God allows 

evil and suffering to exist. Suffering is a part of human existence and enables 

Christians to demonstrate their commitment to God. 

The biblical response uses the Book of Job, which is found in the Old Testament. 

Job was a devout and sinless man who led a good life. Satan convinced God 

that the only reason for this was that Job had a pleasant life, suggesting this 

made it easy for Job to be faithful to God. God decided to see whether this was 

the case and allowed Satan to test Job. Satan did this in several ways, for 

example killing Job’s sons and daughters, and making Job sick. Although Job 

began to question God’s goodness, he defended God to his friends, and when 

God heard this he blessed Job. 

Additionally, the Psalms show that suffering is intended to be a part of life and 

that joy and suffering cannot exist without each other. They also show that 

suffering can bring Christians closer to God. 

Theoretical response 

The theoretical response argues that evil and suffering are not God’s fault. Moral 

evil is caused by humans’ misuse of the free will given to them by God. 

Additionally, evil and suffering in this life are part of God’s long-term plan, and 

people who suffer will be rewarded with eternal paradise. This is known as the 

vale of soul-making response. The world exists as a place for humans to develop 

their soul by being tested. 

Practical response 

The practical response is to show compassion to people who are suffering, offer 

those people help and trust that God will deliver an answer to the problem. An 

example of this is intercessionary prayers, which are prayers asking for God’s help 

for people in need. Jesus also taught that evil is something that can be fought, 

for example by feeding the hungry and healing the sick. Christians can therefore 

follow the example of Jesus by working hard to tackle evil and suffering. For 

example, they can do this by setting up food banks, donating money to charity 

and becoming doctors and nurses. 
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