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Welcome 

 

Welcome to your RE information pack. This pack contains all the information 

you need to complete the tasks that have been set for your distance learning 

lessons in summer term 2. At the end of this pack you will find the quizzes that 

you need to complete each week to check your understanding of the 

content that you have learnt. You should complete one quiz each week for 

the rest of the summer term. 
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Creation 

Genesis is the first book of the Bible. It is divided into three parts. Genesis 1 

describes the creation of Heaven and Earth. Genesis 2 focuses on the creation 

of the first humans, Adam and Eve. In Genesis 3, Christians learn how Adam and 

Eve disobeyed God and brought sin into the world. 

Genesis 1 explains how: 

• God is the only creator. 

• God existed before he created the world. 

• The world was well planned and is sustained by God. 

• God blessed creation, which means that all creation is holy. 

• God created everything in Heaven and on Earth in six days. 

• On the seventh day, God rested. 

 

Stewardship and dominion 

Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.' (Genesis 1:26) 

Many Christians see this part of Genesis as evidence that humans have 

dominion, or power, over God’s creation. However, this does not mean that 

humanity should exploit the Earth’s resources. Most Christians believe that 

humanity’s purpose is to look after the world that God has created like 

caretakers (or stewards), because creation belongs to God, not people. This is 

known as stewardship. 
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The Trinity 

The Trinity refers to the idea that God is one, but can be experienced in three 

different Persons. The word ‘trinity’ comes from the word ‘tri’ meaning ‘three’ 

and ‘unity’ meaning ‘one’. 

Christians believe that there are three distinct Persons to this one God and that 

these three Persons form a unity. This belief is called the doctrine of the Trinity: 

• God the Father - the creator and sustainer of all things 

• God the Son - the incarnation of God as a human being, Jesus Christ, on Earth 

• God the Holy Spirit - the power of God which is active in the world, drawing 

people towards God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God the Father 

Christians refer to God as the Father. God the Father is the creator of all things. 

He is the creator ex nihlio. This means that God created the universe and all 

things in it out of nothing. This belief was explained and explored by St Augustine, 

a prominent theologian and philosopher in the early Christian Church, in his 

Confession XII, 7; …create something, and that out of nothing. The belief is that 

before the universe there was nothing and everything in it is dependent on God. 

God is also viewed as a loving father. This means that he cares and loves 

humanity, as a father loves his son. This is shown in the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son. (Luke 15:11-32)  

In the parable, despite the son having squandered his early inheritance, the 

father still welcomes him home with open arms and a celebration. In the same 
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way, God welcomes back those who have sinned and now seek to be 

reconciled with him.  

God the Son 

God the Son refers to Jesus Christ, the Son of God. For Catholics, this is Jesus as 

God in human form, who was sent to save humanity. He was sacrificed for the 

sins of humankind, which allows them to be reunited with God after death. Jesus 

Christ is the incarnation of God on Earth - The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us (John 1:14). 

Christians believe that the Son was present at the creation of the universe, but 

wasn’t in his human form at this stage. God chose to reveal himself as a human 

being in order to spread his teaching, to show how life should be lived, and to 

represent humanity for their salvation. 

Jesus Christ was both fully divine and fully human. This means he was fully God, 

as well as fully human. 

God the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is the power of God at work on the Earth. In the scriptures, it is 

often depicted as wind, fire or in the form of a dove. It is through the power and 

workings of the Holy Spirit that God is known today and how God teaches 

Christians what to do. The Holy Spirit is connected with life and the soul. When 

Adam was created, God breathed life into him. 
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Jesus  

According to the Bible, the Virgin Mary was visited by the Angel Gabriel, who 

told her that she was to have a son and that he would be named Jesus. He 

would be a divine baby. 

The gospels teach that Jesus had a human birth, the story of which is referred to 

as the nativity. Many Christians celebrate at Christmas to remember that God 

the Son was born in the person of Jesus. 

The incarnation 

When Jesus was born, God became present on earth as a human and as the 

second part of the Trinity - the Son. This is referred to as the incarnation of Jesus, 

as it was when God took on human form, becoming fully God and fully human 

at the same time. Jesus is referred to as Christ or Messiah and he showed 

Christians how they should live. 

Jesus grew up in a Jewish family and community in Nazareth. He was a 

carpenter like his human step-father, Joseph. 

Jesus’ Baptism 

At the age of 30, Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist and began teaching 

and performing miracles, such as healing a blind man. This is known as his 

ministry. He also recruited his disciples and together they taught God’s message 

to many people. 

Jesus demonstrated God’s love and gave guidance and teachings throughout 

his life. The Sermon on the Mount contained some of his most important 

messages. One of his key teachings was the Parable of the Good Samaritan, 

which teaches Christians to love thy neighbour (Luke 10:30-37). 
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The Temptation 

Summary 

The spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the Devil. After forty days 

and nights without food, Jesus was hungry. The Devil tempted Jesus to turn 

stones into bread, to which he replied, “Human beings cannot live on bread 

alone, but need every word God speaks.” The second temptation was for Jesus 

to throw himself from the highest point of the temple and order angels to catch 

him. Jesus replied, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” Finally, the Devil 

offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in return for worshipping him. Jesus 

replied, “Worship the Lord your God and serve only him!” 

The Devil left Jesus and angels came and helped him. 

The three temptations which Matthew records give an insight into the issues that 

Jesus was wrestling with during his forty days in the wilderness: 

1. “Tell these stones to become bread” – The first dilemma which Jesus faced was 

how to use his miraculous power, whether to use it for selfish reasons or to help 

others. Jesus denied himself the opportunity to satisfy his hunger, even though 

he had been fasting for forty days and nights. This shows that he is not 

concerned with material things but with spiritual food given by God. 

2. “Throw yourself down” – Jesus was told to throw himself from the highest point of 

the temple. On this one occasion the Devil himself quoted scripture. Again, the 

challenge to Jesus was to misuse his power. But it also asked Jesus to prove that 

he was the Messiah and that God really cared for him. This question was an 

important one for Jesus to deal with because he would be faced with it again 

and again as people questioned his identity and authority.  

3. “Bow down and worship me” – This temptation tested Jesus’ devotion to God 

and also his desire for political power. However, Jesus showed that his idea of a 

Messiah was not one who had political power but one who put God’s kingdom 

first.  

Jesus responds to each temptation with a quotation from the Old Testament 

book of Deuteronomy. This shows that when Jesus is tempted and feels he is in a 

difficult situation, he looks to God’s word for guidance.  

As a result of the temptations, Jesus was stronger and more prepared for his 

ministry because he had rejected three false ways of doing his task: 

• providing only for people’s material needs 

• using his power to do miraculous tricks and win popularity  

• giving in to evil in order to gain political power  
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