
At home materials 

Reception Weeks 1-3 

Counting procedures within 20 

Reciting number names in order 

Focus 1: To know the number names 10-20 

Focus 2: To be able to count on from zero or 

from one 

Focus 3: To count back from a given number to 

zero 

Focus 4: To be able to count on to 20 from a giv-

en number 

Focus 5: To count back to a given number   

Cardinal number 

Focus 1: To explore different arrangements of 

numbers within 20 

Focus 2: To understand that numbers can be 

grouped in different ways and the total amount 

remains the same 

Ordinality 

Focus 1: To understand that objects can be 

counted in any order 

Focus 2: To understand that objects grouped into 

tens and ones can be counted in tens and ones 

Focus 3: To order numbers on a number track 

Focus 4: To know the order and position of 

numbers on a horizontal number line 

Focus 5: To know the order and position of 

numbers on a vertical number line 

Contents 

Printable resources can be found at the 

back of the pack. 



Using the at home materials 

This pack contains a series of tasks for you to experience with your child. 

Each session has been carefully designed to develop number sense and 

support understanding. Provide lots of opportunities to get children to 

use mathematical vocabulary and explain their reasoning and reveal their 

thinking. 

 

We have purposefully selected these short tasks, which should last around 

15 minutes, so that you can fit them around your daily lives.  

 

Each session begins with a short adult guided input, followed by a 

suggested task to complete and a suggested task to explore, which will 

take their learning deeper. 

Success for all 

We believe all children can achieve success in maths. We 

encourage children to have a belief that effort leads to success 

and that challenges are opportunities to learn. 

Here are a few tips to encourage your children at home with 

maths: 

✓Talk to your children about everyday maths 

✓Play games with them  

✓Value mistakes as learning opportunities 

✓Recognise that there is more than one way to work things out  

✓Praise children for effort over outcome  

✓Avoid saying things like “I’m useless at maths” 

Guidance 

What is ‘Mastery’? 

The ‘mastery approach’ to teaching mathematics is the 

underlying principle of Mathematics Mastery. Instead of learning 

mathematical procedures by rote, we want your child to build a 

deep understanding of concepts which will enable them to apply 

their learning in different situations. To achieve this we aim to 

develop childrens’ Conceptual Understanding, Mathematical 

Thinking and Language and Communication (see diagram). 


