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Counting Procedures Within 20: Cardinal numbers 

Focus 1: To be able to explore different arrangements of numbers within 20 

About the maths  Key words  What you’ll need 

Exploring how numbers within 20 can be 

arranged in different ways develops your 

childs understanding of the conservation of 

number and provides them with a strong 

 Arrange, same, different 

Number names for the number to be focused 

on. 

Number names within 20. 

 A range of countable objects including 

counters, pasta shapes, buttons, Lego bricks 

etc. 

     

Getting started  Task for child  Deepening understanding 

These tasks should be explored by your child 

focusing on a different number within 20 each 

day.  The example for this lesson focuses on 

11. Parents will need to plan and prepare 

opportunities for your child to explore all 

numbers within 20.  

 

Provide  your child with eleven multilink. 

Model how to arrange the multilink as a tower. 

 

Model how to arrange the eleven multilink in a 

different way. 

 

Highlight that the number of multilink has 

remained the same but the arrangement is 

different. 

 Your child  is to explore different 

arrangements for the 11 multilink. 

E.g. 

 Provide your child with a range of materials 

such as counters or buttons. 

Ask your child to explore what patterns they 

can make with 11. 

E.g. 

 

   ● ● ●      

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●   

   ● ● ●      

  ●  ●  ●  ●   

  ● ● ● ● ● ● ●   

           

Highlight that there are 11 cubes 

each time. When no cubes have 

been added or taken away, the 

number of cubes remains the same. 

! 
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Counting Procedures Within 20: Cardinal numbers 

Focus 2: To understand that numbers can be grouped in different ways and the amount remains the same 

About the maths  Key words  What you’ll need 

These tasks that involve grouping introduce   

your child to the concept of place value. 

 group, groups of, remaining  

Number names for the number to be focused 

on. 

Number names within 20. 

 A range of countable objects including 

counters, pasta shapes, buttons, Lego bricks 

etc. 

     

Getting started  Task for child  Deepening understanding 

These tasks should be explored by your child 

focusing on a different number within 20 each 

day. The example for this lesson focuses on 

11. Parents will need to plan and prepare 

opportunities for their child to explore all 

numbers within 20.  

Place 11 counters on the table and tell the 

child that there are 11 counters on the table. 

Model how to place the counters in groups of 

two. 

 

 

Say: “There are 11 counters. There are five 

groups of two. There is one counter 

remaining. There are 11 counters altogether. 

 

 

 

 Give your child eleven counters each.  

Ask them to place the eleven counters into 

groups of 3 then 4, and 5.  

Each time, ask your child to say: 

• how many groups there are 

• how many there are in each group 

• how many there are remaining 

• how many there are altogether. 

 

 Provide your child with aselection of objects 

with eleven in each set. E.g. eleven multilink, 

eleven counters, eleven lollipop sticks.  

Ask your child to place each set of eleven 

objects into groups of ten. 

Each time, ask your child to say: 

• how many groups there are 

• how many there are in each group 

• how many there are remaining 

• how many there are altogether. 

 

Each time, your child should recognise that 

there is one group of ten and one remaining. 

Children should highlight that there are 

eleven altogether. 

Assess whether your child can place 

the counters into groups. 

Does your child recognise that the 

number of objects remain the same? 

! 

Do not remove, add to or change the 

objects. Only rearrange them into 

groups. 
! 


