
Year 
group 

Term Topic Resources (natural/man-made/abundance/scarcity) 
Resources (natural/man-made/abundance/scarcity): Concept 

Progression 

Year 1 Autumn 1 Dinosaurs     

Year 1 Autumn 2 
Changes Over 

Time 

Toys are made from a range of materials; the 
availability of materials historically dictated the 
materials used to make toys; some materials are 

more expensive than others, meaning that those toys 
will be more expensive and are not universally 

accessible 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others. 

Year 1 Spring 1 Rainforests 

Rain forests have many valuable resources: Industry 
- Rubber, oils, gum, waxes, flavourings, and dyes are 

all found in rain forests; food - Many grains and 
fruits grow in rain forests. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests. 

Year 1 Spring 2 Brazil     

Year 1 Summer 1 Kings and Queens 

Some of the first castles were made from wood 
before they were built from stone. Stone is a longer-
lasting material, and more difficult for attackers to 

break down.  

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers. 
Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them 

useful for humans. 

Year 1 Summer 2 
City of 

Birmingham 

 Natural: located near the coalfields of Northern 
Warwickshire; man-made: canal system built 

between 1768-1772; major city in the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.  

Some resources are man-made. such as canals.  Some people's jobs are to 
look after natural resources and make them useful for humans. 



Year 2 Autumn 1 
Significant 
Individuals 

During the Crimean War, Florence Nightingale 
focused on organising the hospitals to improve 

supplies of food, blankets and beds, as well as the 
general conditions and cleanliness; It was logistically 
difficult to transport medical resources to warzones, 

but the nurses championed the need for higher 
cleanliness standards to reduce the death rate caused 

by diseases. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.  

Some resources are man-made. such as canals.  Some people's jobs are to 
look after natural resources and make them useful for humans.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying. 

Year 2 Autumn 2 Titanic     



Year 2 Spring 1 Australia 

Driest continent > increased pressure on marine 
environments; world's largest exporter of coal (35% 

of international trade), iron ore, lead, diamonds, 
rutile, zinc and zirconium, second largest of gold and 

uranium, and third largest of aluminium; man-
influenced natural resources = livestock, wool and 

food (wheat etc) 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.  

Some resources are man-made. such as canals.  Some people's jobs are to 
look after natural resources and make them useful for humans.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have 

enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 
who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals. 



Year 2 Spring 2 
Great Fire of 

London 

Building with wood and roofing with thatch had been 
prohibited for centuries, but these materials 

continued to be used as they were cheaper than fire-
resistant alternatives; the Thames offered water for 

firefighting and the chance of escape by boat 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals.  
Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them 

useful for humans.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and 
medical supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  
When countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make 

trade agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a 
lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals. 



Year 2 Summer 1 Oceans 

Ocean resources provide jobs, goods and services for 
billions of people around the world and have 

immense economic importance; these resources 
include food, fuel, renewable energy, minerals, sand 

and gravel and tourism; the ocean plays a critical role 
in removing carbon from the atmosphere and 

providing oxygen 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals.  
Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them 

useful for humans.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and 
medical supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  
When countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make 

trade agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a 
lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources. 



Year 2 Summer 2 
Seaside Changes 

over Time 

Before Victorian times, rail transport was very slow 
and expensive, so the creation of high-speed railways 

allowed more people to access the seaside 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, 
trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources 

and make them useful for humans.  Developments in man-made 
resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 

culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources. 



Year 3 Autumn 1 
Stone Age to Iron 

Age 

When people discovered how to get metals out of 
rocks, a metal called bronze replaced stone as the 
best material for making tools. Bronze was made 

using a special process called ‘smelting’. People were 
able to build better farming equipment and they also 
began to make bronze weapons and jewellery; In the 
Iron Age, iron replaced bronze as the main material 

for making tools and weapons. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, 
trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources 

and make them useful for humans.  Developments in man-made 
resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 

culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources. 



Year 3 Autumn 2 Ancient Egyptians 

The greatest natural resource in Ancient Egypt was 
the Nile River. The river provided fish, 

transportation, and an annual flood that fertilized 
the land for growing good crops. Egypt also had 

other items of natural resources in rocks and metals. 
Different types of rocks and minerals were quarried 
in Ancient Egypt. The Egyptians mined large blocks 

of rock by drilling holes in a line in a rock’s 
surface.  Copper was the main metal used in Ancient 

Egypt . The Egyptians invented a heating process 
called smelting to remove any impurities from the 

copper. Egypt lacked good trees for wood due to the 
dryness of the climate. Cedar wood had to be 

imported from Lebanon to meet the Egyptians’ 
needs.  Another naturally grown crop in Egypt was 

papyrus. It was made into writing material, a 
predecessor to paper. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, 
trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources 

and make them useful for humans.  Developments in man-made 
resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 

culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources. 



Year 3 Spring 1 Earthquakes 
International aid used to provide resources to those 
affected by earthquakes; following an earthquake, 

resources are scarce. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, 
trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources 

and make them useful for humans.  Developments in man-made 
resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 

culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 



Year 3 Spring 2 Ancient Maya 

Many of the natural resources were the crops that the 
Mayans grew. Maize was the most important crop, 
with beans, squash, tomatoes, chili peppers, cacao 

(chocolate), and avocados. For tools, they used bone, 
and many rocks like obsidian and basalt. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, 
trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources 

and make them useful for humans.  Developments in man-made 
resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 

culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 



Year 3 Summer 1 
The British Empire 
(Settlements and 

land use) 

Countries' economies are reliant on local resource; 
countries' professions are dictated to by the 

resources available and how the land is used; 
countries' offerings to the global community are 

affected by the natural resources available (export 
trade); how goods are transported is affected by the 

natural resources. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests and rivers.   
Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural 

resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, 
trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources 

and make them useful for humans.  Developments in man-made 
resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 

culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or 
over water depending on the natural resources and limitations.  Some 
resources are more expensive than others.  Valuable resources include 

minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 
lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 

laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 
of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 

resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 3 Summer 2 Ancient Greece 

Agriculture was the foundation of the Ancient Greek 
economy. Nearly 80% of the population was involved 

in this activity.  During the early part of Greek 
history, diet was based on cereals, mainly 

barley. Greek land was well suited for olive trees, 
which provided olive oil. The growing of olive 
trees dates back to early Greek history. Olive 

plantations are a long-term investment: it takes more 
than twenty years for the tree to provide fruit, and it 

only fruits every other year. Grapes 
also do well in the rocky soil but demand a lot of 
care. These core crops were added to by gardens 

(cabbage, onion, garlic, lentils, chick pea, beans fig, 
almond, apple, and pear trees) and 

herb gardens (sage, mint, thyme, savoury, 
oregano).   Goats and sheep quickly became the most 

common livestock because they are less difficult to 
raise than cows. Goat and sheep also provide meat, 
wool, and milk (usually in the form of cheese). Pork 

and poultry (chicken and geese) were also raised. 
Oxen were rare and 

normally used as a work animal, though they were 
occasionally used as sacrificial animals. Donkeys, 

mules and their mixes were raised as pack animals. 
Horses were raised on the plains 

of Thessaly and Argolis; it was a luxury animal, 
signifying aristocracy.  Natural resources of gold and 
silver were available in the mountains of Thrace in 

northern Greece and on the island of Siphnos, while 
silver was mined from Laurion in Attica. 

Supplies of iron ores were also available on the 
mainland and in the Aegean islands. Wood was 

exploited, primarily for domestic use, as homes and 
wagons were made of wood. The Greek 

forests located in the highlands were destroyed for 
goat and charcoal production.  Water is scarce in 
Greece because there are very few rivers that flow 

year-round and few lakes, ponds, and springs. 
Therefore, irrigation on a large scale was not 

possible; farming depended on the limited annual 
rainfall. Drought was a constant and dreaded threat. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, trees, rivers 
and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built around 

rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  Some 
resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some people's 

jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for humans.  
Developments in man-made resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries 

have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where there is a lack of 
resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are more at risk of 
catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have enough, or any, 

of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries who produce it.  
When countries have a lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to 

share these with other countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can 
happen by air, over land or over water depending on the natural resources 

and limitations.  Some resources are more expensive than others.  
Countries with valuable resources, historically for gaining or maintaining 
power and in modern times related to monetary value, are more powerful 
and influential.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  
Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 

owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 



Year 4 Autumn 1 Roman Empire 

Mining was controlled by the state. Iron ore was used 
to make weapons for the army, and gold, silver, and 

bronze were all used in the coinage.  Clay was used to 
make pottery at an unprecedented scale and quality. 

Regular people had standardized sets of dishware 
that could be easily stacked, stored, and replaced 
when they broke. Hydro-power was used to mill 

wheat, and the famous aqueducts transported water 
to urban areas.  To the Romans people in the form of 
slaves were a natural resource. During the conquest 
period, up to about 50 CE, slaves were taken from 

conquered enemies. Thereafter, Romans traded with 
people beyond the frontier for new slaves. At other 
times, soldiers enslaved people from communities 

that rebelled against Roman rule. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, trees, rivers 
and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built around 

rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  Some 
resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some people's 

jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for humans.  
Developments in man-made resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries 

have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where there is a lack of 
resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are more at risk of 
catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have enough, or any, 

of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries who produce it.  
When countries have a lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to 

share these with other countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can 
happen by air, over land or over water depending on the natural resources 

and limitations.  Some resources are more expensive than others.  
Countries with valuable resources, historically for gaining or maintaining 
power and in modern times related to monetary value, are more powerful 
and influential.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  
Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 

owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 



Year 4 Autumn 2 Volcanoes 

Research into the potential for geothermal energy 
started in 1977, following the oil crisis > Larderello is 

a volcanically active area, renowned for its 
geothermal productivity. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, trees, rivers 
and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built around 

rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  Some 
resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some people's 

jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for humans.  
Developments in man-made resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries 

have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where there is a lack of 
resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are more at risk of 
catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have enough, or any, 

of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries who produce it.  
When countries have a lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to 

share these with other countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can 
happen by air, over land or over water depending on the natural resources 

and limitations.  Some resources are more expensive than others.  
Countries with valuable resources, historically for gaining or maintaining 
power and in modern times related to monetary value, are more powerful 
and influential.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  
Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 

owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 



Year 4 Spring 1 
Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings 

 Anglo-Saxons didn’t like the stone houses and 
streets left by the Romans > they looked for land 

which had lots of natural resources like food, water 
and wood to build and heat their homes > hence 

British forest and more rural settlers. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, food, trees, 
rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built 
around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  
Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some 

people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for 
humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, customs and 

tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made resources over the 
2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have 

enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 
who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or over water depending on 
the natural resources and limitations.  Some resources are more 

expensive than others.  Countries with valuable resources, historically for 
gaining or maintaining power and in modern times related to monetary 

value, are more powerful and influential.  Valuable resources include 
minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 

lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 
laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 

of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 
resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 4 Spring 2 Trade Links 
Different areas of the world grow different crops due 

to their environment - this defines what a country 
can export. E.g. oil rich nations vs. crop nations. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, food, trees, 
rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built 
around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  
Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some 

people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for 
humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, customs and 

tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made resources over the 
2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have 

enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 
who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or over water depending on 
the natural resources and limitations.  Some resources are more 

expensive than others.  Countries with valuable resources, historically for 
gaining or maintaining power and in modern times related to monetary 

value, are more powerful and influential.  Valuable resources include 
minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 

lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 
laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 

of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 
resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 4 Summer 1 Tudors 

Dissolution of the Monasteries > huge amounts of 
land, and expensive goods such as gold and 

paintings, which Henry seized and sold off; mining of 
coal, tin, and lead flourished. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, food, trees, 
rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built 
around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  
Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some 

people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for 
humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, customs and 

tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made resources over the 
2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have 

enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 
who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or over water depending on 
the natural resources and limitations.  Some resources are more 

expensive than others.  Countries with valuable resources, historically for 
gaining or maintaining power and in modern times related to monetary 

value, are more powerful and influential.  Valuable resources include 
minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 

lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 
laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 

of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 
resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 4 Summer 2 Victorians 
During the 19th century Britain used to have many 

coal and iron mines and had the natural resources to 
make textiles, steel and ships. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, food, trees, 
rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built 
around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  
Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some 

people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for 
humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, customs and 

tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made resources over the 
2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have 

enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 
who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or over water depending on 
the natural resources and limitations.  Some resources are more 

expensive than others.  Countries with valuable resources, historically for 
gaining or maintaining power and in modern times related to monetary 

value, are more powerful and influential.  Valuable resources include 
minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 

lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 
laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 

of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 
resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Rebellion     



Year 5 Autumn 2 
Discrimination in 

STEM 
    

Year 5 Spring 1 Governance 

One ongoing debate concerns the extent to which 
environmental abundance or scarcity contributes to 
underlying causes of conflict. Throughout history, 

countries have battled over natural resources.  

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, food, trees, 
rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many cities are built 
around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource for settlers.  
Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and cars.  Some 

people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make them useful for 
humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, customs and 

tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made resources over the 
2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where 

there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are 
more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When countries do not have 

enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 
who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or over water depending on 
the natural resources and limitations.  Some resources are more 

expensive than others.  Countries with valuable resources, historically for 
gaining or maintaining power and in modern times related to monetary 

value, are more powerful and influential.  Conflict and wars between 
nations can often be linked to resources, either physically territory or 

valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable resources include 
minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 

lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 
laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 

of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 
resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 5 Spring 2 Mountains 

Using mountains, a resource: geothermal energy and 
mineral extraction. Mountains are important 

economically: mining, quarrying, timber and tourism 
provide a living for local people. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, mountains, 

food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many 
cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource 

for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and 
cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make 
them useful for humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, 
customs and tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made 

resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 
culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 
supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or 
over water depending on the natural resources and limitations.  Some 

resources are more expensive than others.  Countries with valuable 
resources, historically for gaining or maintaining power and in modern 

times related to monetary value, are more powerful and influential.  
Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to resources, either 

physically territory or valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable 
resources include minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many 
resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific 
country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected 
and prevent over-use of natural resources.  International organisations 

help those who lack resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 5 Summer 1 
The Great War: 
Cause & Initial 

Response 

In 1914, Britain imported over 60% of its total food 
supply, and 80% of its wheat. Crucially, that 

imported food was consumed disproportionally by 
the poorer people. Four-fifths of wheat eaten in 

Britain came from abroad (only one loaf in five was 
made from British wheat), almost all the sugar, four 
fifths of lard, three quarters of cheese, two thirds of 
the bacon and half of the condensed milk. British 

meat and fresh milk were expensive and more likely 
to be consumed by the wealthier classes. Cheap cuts 
of meat brought in chilled from South America and 
Australasia were much cheaper than home raised 
meat but vulnerable to blockades and submarine 

attacks. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, mountains, 

food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many 
cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource 

for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and 
cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make 
them useful for humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, 
customs and tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made 

resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 
culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 

supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  If 
resources such as food are limited, leaders can impose limitations on 

trade and consumption to avoid starvation.  When countries do not have 
enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade agreements with countries 

who produce it.  When countries have a lot of one resource, they make 
trade agreements to share these with other countries, in exchange for 

money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or over water depending on 
the natural resources and limitations.  Some resources are more 

expensive than others.  Countries with valuable resources, historically for 
gaining or maintaining power and in modern times related to monetary 

value, are more powerful and influential.  Conflict and wars between 
nations can often be linked to resources, either physically territory or 

valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable resources include 
minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many resources, which can 

lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific country.  There are 
laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected and prevent over-use 

of natural resources.  International organisations help those who lack 
resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 5 Summer 2 
The Great War: 

Warfare & 
Aftermath 

The 'Ploughing Up' campaign of 1917 saw an extra 
2.5 million acres of land used for growing cereals.  By 
the end of the war, an extra 915,000 tonnes of oats, 
1.7million tonnes of potatoes and 830,000 tonnes of 

wheat were grown.  

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, mountains, 

food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many 
cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource 

for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and 
cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make 
them useful for humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, 
customs and tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made 

resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 
culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 

supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  If 
resources such as food are limited, leaders can impose limitations on 

trade and consumption, or encourage more growth to avoid starvation.  
When countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make 

trade agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a 
lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 
countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or 

over water depending on the natural resources and limitations.  Some 
resources are more expensive than others.  Countries with valuable 

resources, historically for gaining or maintaining power and in modern 
times related to monetary value, are more powerful and influential.  

Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to resources, either 
physically territory or valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable 

resources include minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many 
resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific 
country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected 
and prevent over-use of natural resources.  International organisations 

help those who lack resources, sometimes due to natural disasters. 



Year 6 Autumn 1 
World War 2: 
British Focus 

To make the British weak, the Germans tried to cut 
off supplies of food and other goods. German 

submarines attacked many of the ships that brought 
food to Britain. 

 
 
 

Before the war, Britain imported 55 million tons of 
food, a month after the war had started this figure 

had dropped to 12 million. 
 
 
 

The Ration Book became the key to survival for 
nearly every household in Britain. Every member of 

the public was issued with a ration book. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, mountains, 

food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many 
cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource 

for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and 
cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make 
them useful for humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, 
customs and tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made 

resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 
culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 

supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  If 
resources such as food are limited such as in times of war, leaders can 

impose limitations on trade and consumption, or encourage more growth 
to avoid starvation.  When countries do not have enough, or any, of a 
resource, they make trade agreements with countries who produce it.  

When countries have a lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to 
share these with other countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can 

happen by air, over land or over water depending on the natural resources 
and limitations.  Some resources are more expensive than others.  

Countries with valuable resources, historically for gaining or maintaining 
power and in modern times related to monetary value, are more powerful 
and influential.  Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to 

resources, either physically territory or valuable resources within a 
territory.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 

Year 6 Autumn 2 
World War 2: 
Jewish Focus 

    



Year 6 Spring 1 Apartheid 

Lack of clean water; United Nations Convention on 
Climate Change in South Africa in 2000, "the water 
around Africa is unevenly distributed, meaning that 
60% of the water is situated in only 20% of the land. 
Less than 10% of Southern Africa's surface water is 

accessible" 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural, such as rainforests, mountains, 

food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater is not potable.   Many 
cities are built around rivers, as these were an invaluable natural resource 

for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. such as canals, trains and 
cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after natural resources and make 
them useful for humans.  Availability of resources define the culture, 
customs and tradition of civilisations.  Developments in man-made 

resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries have led to dramatic change in 
culture.  Where there is a lack of resources, such as food and medical 

supplies, people are more at risk of catching diseases or dying.  If 
resources such as food are limited such as in times of war, leaders can 

impose limitations on trade and consumption, or encourage more growth 
to avoid starvation.  When countries do not have enough, or any, of a 
resource, they make trade agreements with countries who produce it.  

When countries have a lot of one resource, they make trade agreements to 
share these with other countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can 

happen by air, over land or over water depending on the natural resources 
and limitations.  Some resources are more expensive than others.  

Countries with valuable resources, historically for gaining or maintaining 
power and in modern times related to monetary value, are more powerful 
and influential.  Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to 

resources, either physically territory or valuable resources within a 
territory.  Valuable resources include minerals and precious metals.  

Oceans contain many resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not 
owned by a specific country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to 
resources are protected and prevent over-use of natural resources.  

International organisations help those who lack resources, sometimes due 
to natural disasters. 



Year 6 Spring 2 
Climate Zones and 

Climate Change 

Scarcity of water due to changing weather patterns; 
change in ocean temperature and chemistry 

negatively impacts fishing 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural and are linked to climate, such 

as rainforests, mountains, food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater 
is not potable.   Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an 

invaluable natural resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. 
such as canals, trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after 
natural resources and make them useful for humans.  Availability of 
resources define the culture, customs and tradition of civilisations.  

Developments in man-made resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries 
have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where there is a lack of 

resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are more at risk of 
catching diseases or dying.  If resources such as food are limited such as 

in times of war, leaders can impose limitations on trade and 
consumption, or encourage more growth to avoid starvation.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or 
over water depending on the natural resources and limitations.  Some 

resources are more expensive than others.  Countries with valuable 
resources, historically for gaining or maintaining power and in modern 

times related to monetary value, are more powerful and influential.  
Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to resources, either 

physically territory or valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable 
resources include minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many 
resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific 
country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected 
and prevent over-use of natural resources.  International organisations 

help those who lack resources, sometimes due to natural disasters.   



Year 6 Summer 1 Civil Rights 
Resources segregated into black and white 

supermarkets 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural and are linked to climate, such 

as rainforests, mountains, food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater 
is not potable.   Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an 

invaluable natural resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. 
such as canals, trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after 
natural resources and make them useful for humans.  Availability of 

resources define the culture, customs and tradition of civilisations, and 
can be limited for minorities due to oppression and discrimination. 

Developments in man-made resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries 
have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where there is a lack of 

resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are more at risk of 
catching diseases or dying.  If resources such as food are limited such as 

in times of war, leaders can impose limitations on trade and 
consumption, or encourage more growth to avoid starvation.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or 
over water depending on the natural resources and limitations.  Some 

resources are more expensive than others.  Countries with valuable 
resources, historically for gaining or maintaining power and in modern 

times related to monetary value, are more powerful and influential.  
Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to resources, either 

physically territory or valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable 
resources include minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many 
resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific 
country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected 
and prevent over-use of natural resources.  International organisations 

help those who lack resources, sometimes due to natural disasters.   



Year 6 Summer 2 Refugees 
Competition with host communities for natural 
resources is a major source of conflict for many 

refugees, and a barrier to feeling safe and welcome. 

Resources are a supply of materials.  Some resources are more expensive 
than others.  Some resources are natural and are linked to climate, such 

as rainforests, mountains, food, trees, rivers and oceans, though saltwater 
is not potable.   Many cities are built around rivers, as these were an 

invaluable natural resource for settlers.  Some resources are man-made. 
such as canals, trains and cars.  Some people's jobs are to look after 
natural resources and make them useful for humans.  Availability of 

resources define the culture, customs and tradition of civilisations, and 
can be limited for minorities due to oppression and discrimination. 

Developments in man-made resources over the 2oth and 21st centuries 
have led to dramatic change in culture.  Where there is a lack of 

resources, such as food and medical supplies, people are more at risk of 
catching diseases or dying.  If resources such as food are limited such as 

in times of war, leaders can impose limitations on trade and 
consumption, or encourage more growth to avoid starvation.  When 
countries do not have enough, or any, of a resource, they make trade 

agreements with countries who produce it.  When countries have a lot of 
one resource, they make trade agreements to share these with other 

countries, in exchange for money.  Trade can happen by air, over land or 
over water depending on the natural resources and limitations.  Some 

resources are more expensive than others.  Countries with valuable 
resources, historically for gaining or maintaining power and in modern 

times related to monetary value, are more powerful and influential.  
Conflict and wars between nations can often be linked to resources, either 

physically territory or valuable resources within a territory.  Valuable 
resources include minerals and precious metals.  Oceans contain many 
resources, which can lead to conflict as they are not owned by a specific 
country.  There are laws to ensure that rights to resources are protected 
and prevent over-use of natural resources.  International organisations 

help those who lack resources, sometimes due to natural disasters.   

 


