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Habits of Academic Discussion 

1. Phrases to start the discussion

• Having read the article, I think _______ because …
• On the one hand … However, it is also possible to see that …

2. Phrases to build on a classmate’s point

• Building on [classmate’s] point, I think it is important to recognise
that …

• I agree with [classmate’s] point because ..

3. Phrases to disagree with a classmate’s point

• While [classmate] makes some good points, I would like to
disagree that_______ because …

• Having listened to [classmate], I think it important to remember …

4. Phrases to summarise

• In summary, [classmate] raised the point that …
• To summarise both sides of the debate …
• Points in favour of ________ are largely concerned with..
• Points against _________ are largely concerned with..
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Authentic: The artwork comes with a certificate saying that the banana can be replaced. 

Man eats the world’s most expensive banana
Can a piece of fruit stuck on 
a wall be art? At an 
exhibition in Miami, an 
artist duct-tapes a banana 
to a wall and sells it for 
£91,000 — only for another 
artist to come along and 
eat it.

Art Basel is a renowned art fair, with an 
annual show on Miami Beach, Florida. This 
year, the talk of the town was a banana on a 
wall, titled “Comedian”, made by the satirical
Italian sculptor Maurizio Cattelan. 

One of the bananas and, yes, it was 
literally just a banana duct-taped to a wall, 
sold for an incredible £91,000. The 
exorbitant sale caused a lot of publicity and 
the usual outcry of what on Earth has modern 
art come to? 

But there is an even fruitier twist: after 
being sold, the banana was torn down and 
devoured by performance artist David 
Datuna. A director at the gallery said that 
though he may have eaten the fruit, Datuna 
“did not destroy the artwork. The banana is 
the idea”. 

Wait, what? How can a banana be an 
idea? Indeed, how can a banana be a work of 
art in the first place? 

Art has come a long way from just being 
drawings, paintings and sculptures. John 
Berger began his seminal TV show Ways of 
Seeing by seeming to cut the head of Venus 
out of a Botticelli oil painting with a scalpel. 

“I want to question some of the 
assumptions usually made about the 
tradition of European painting,” he said. “That 
tradition which was born about 1400, died 
about 1900.” 

Indeed, since the turn of the 20th 
century, museums have been filled with far 
stranger objects. What counts as art has 
changed.

In 1917, the French artist Marcel 
Duchamp took a urinal out of a men’s 
bathroom and flipped it upside down. 
Exhibiting it proved to be a watershed 
moment. By simply placing something in a 
new environment, someone could make it 
into a work of art. Where the urinal was, 
mattered more than what it looked like. 

Since then, modern art has defined 
itself largely as a reaction to the 
commodification of everyday beauty. 

In the 1960s, while Andy Warhol made 
silkscreen prints of commercial soup cans, 
Piero Manzoni exhibited small tins of his own 
excrement. Banksy memorably made a 
canvas that shredded itself after being sold 
for £1m. 

So, can a piece of fruit stuck on a wall 
be art?

Bananas?

Of course not! The art world today feels like a 
place for rich people to jettison their money. 
A banana on a wall is just a banana. Its price 
tag tells us more about the buyer. If a piece 
looks like it could have been made by a five-
year-old, then it probably doesn’t deserve to 
be in the same category as a Rembrandt or 
the Mona Lisa.

Don’t be so conventional, say others. 
Absurd provocations like “Comedian” 
stimulate a healthy debate. People are still 
engaging with art when they complain about 
how ugly and expensive it is. If art is about 
representing the world in a way that 
challenges us, that makes us think, then 
Cattelan’s banana has done a terrific job. And 
on top of being stark and irreverent, it also 
makes us smile!

Page 1 of 3The Day | Man eats the world’s most expensive banana
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Fat people in Arizona told: ‘Diet or be fined’
Overweight welfare

claimants in the US state of

Arizona face paying fines if

they don't follow diets laid

down by their doctor. Is

that fair?

In this global recession, with everyone cutting
costs, the state of Arizona is proposing a
radical idea.

It wants to impose a $50 (£31) annual
fine for overweight Medicaid recipients who
don't follow a health regime developed with
their doctor.

Medicaid – the programme which
provides healthcare for the poor – is
expensive. It costs the US federal and state
governments $339bn (£209bn) a year, and
this figure is climbing 8% annually.

Something has to be done and Arizona
believes the overweight – who comprise 25%
of the state's population – can help out.

Monica Coury, assistant director at
Arizona's Medicaid programme is clear: 'If
your doctor believes you can do something
about your weight and prescribes a regime for
you and you choose not to follow it, your
treatment – for heart problems in later life,
for example – is costing more and we're
asking you to put something back to the
system.'

In the UK, with our National Health
Service, medical treatment is free whenever
we need it. In the US, however, people need
health insurance to cover the costs. Those
who can't afford insurance rely on Medicaid,
so this move to fine obesity will only affect
the poor.

But is poverty itself part of the
problem? Ziporah Janowski, from Camp
Shane weight loss camp in Arizona believes it
is

'The reason people are obese is complicated
and saying 'eat less' is not enough. People
don't have access to grocery stores that carry
healthy foods, don't have the funds to buy
them and don't have the education to know
what to buy.'

Wes Benedict of the Libertarian Party
has other issues with the scheme, believing
it's just another example of nanny-state
interference.
'If you want to save the state money,' he says,
'which libertarians do, cut Medicaid across

the board, but don't single out overweight
people and smokers.'

But Arizona, with the second-highest
proportion of Medicaid recipients in the US, is
keen to act and will do if it gets the thumbs
up from Washington.

Feeling fine 
The US Center for Disease Control and
Prevention has named obesity as the number
one health risk facing America.

It estimates that obesity – being 30%
over the ideal body weight for your height –
causes 400,000 deaths a year in the US and
costs the economy $123bn (£76bn) per
annum.

Expanding waistlines bring expanding
costs, and with states across the country
facing huge budget cuts, the Arizona
experiment is being closely watched.

Is a 'Fat Fine' the future for America's
poor?

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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Recession:  A period of time in which 

there is a decrease in economic activity 

and many people do not have jobs 

Medicaid: Medicaid in the United 

States is a government program that 

helps with medical costs for some 

people with limited income and 

resources 

Health Regimen: A plan or set of rules 

about food, exercise, etc., to make 

someone become or stay healthy. 

Nanny state: A Government regarded 

as overprotective or as interfering too 

much with personal choice. 

Economy: the process or system by 

which goods and services are 

produced, sold, and bought in a 

country or region 
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Eco-future? Global coal use appears to have peaked, and some think oil could soon decline too.

Global clean energy surges as coal declines
Can we really stop climate

change? Our focus may be

on bad news but good

things are happening and in

many parts of the world

solar power is getting

progressively cheaper and

more effective.

There is little doubt that man-made global
warming is happening, and happening fast. In
total, 16 of the last 17 years have been the
hottest on record. Sea levels are rising at the
fastest rate for thousands of years, with cities
like Shanghai and Miami at risk of
disappearing underwater. Meanwhile, Earth’s
oceans are becoming ever-more acidic —
turning once vibrant coral reefs into desolate
wastelands.

Put all these facts together and the
quest to bring climate change under control
can feel doomed. But recently there have
been breakthroughs which just might bring
hope.

They centre on how we produce energy.
Greenhouse gases come from burning fossil
fuels — whether for generating electricity or
powering cars and planes. The most polluting
fossil fuel is coal.

But coal is in decline. In 2016 the UK
generated more electricity from wind than
coal for the first time ever. And last year it
produced less carbon dioxide emissions than

it did in 1894 (when Queen Victoria was on
the throne and people still travelled in horse
and carts).

Other countries are following suit. An
alliance of 20 nations has promised to end
coal use completely by 2030. Sweden is even
aiming to give up all fossil fuels by 2045.

This reversal could soon hit oil too.
Recently, trillions of dollars of investment has
been pulled out of fossil fuel businesses, with
oil companies hit hard. Some think the world
will reach “peak oil” by 2025, at which point
humanity’s demand for the black stuff will
decrease — just as with coal now.

The reason? Electric cars and
renewable energy, as wind and solar power
are getting cheaper and more effective. China
recently built an enormous grid of solar
panels in the shape of a giant panda — it is so
big it can be seen from space (and also
produces as much energy as burning a
million tonnes of coal).

It is hoped that one day this clean
energy will power fleets of electric vehicles.

And based on how quickly cars overtook the
horse and carriage, some researchers think
most of us will be driving electric cars by
2040.

But can we really stop global warming?

Going Green

We have passed the point of no return, some
argue. Even if we stop pumping out all
greenhouse gases right now, the world would
continue warming up. And despite some
countries cutting down on fossil fuels, global
carbon emissions still increased last year. It
does not look good.

There is much we can do, others say.
Scientists are giving us the tools; we need
politicians to implement the policies — even if
that means going against fossil fuel
companies. And if climate change cannot be
stopped, we can still limit it to manageable
levels, thus avoiding its worst consequences
such as devastating flooding.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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The big question: Is climate change the most important issue of our time? 
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Left to right: From left to right, who respondents believed should be saved first (a baby) to last (a cat).

Driverless cars ponder who should die first
Are some lives worth more

than others? The rapid

development of self-driving

technology is raising

questions about who should

be saved in car crashes,

and bringing up old ethical

dilemmas.

A self-driving car carrying a family of four is
careening towards a brick wall. It can either
stay on course and sacrifice its passengers,
or swerve and hit a pedestrian. What should
it do? Now, imagine the pedestrian is a
violent criminal. Does that change your view?
What if it’s a baby in a pushchair?

To help elucidate the problem,
scientists have analysed more than 40
million responses to scenarios like this with
their “Moral Machine”, an online game which
puts players in the driving seat.

They were “trying to understand the
kinds of moral decisions that driverless cars
might have to resort to,” says researcher
Edmond Awad.

The results reveal that we would prefer
to save a baby above anyone else. A criminal
is considered more valuable than a cat, but
less so than a dog. While “large” people are
less likely to be saved than an average
person, their lives are valued above the
homeless.

And there are cultural differences. In
Western countries like the US, people were
more likely to favour inaction and let the car
stay on course, while those in Latin America
prioritised saving the physically fit or high-
status.

Across the globe, there was a trend
towards saving the young over the old,
females over males, and pedestrians over
passengers.

These issues were first raised by the
trolley problem, a classic ethical dilemma set
out by philosopher Philippa Foot in 1967.

In the problem, a runaway tram is on
course to hit five people who are tied to the
tracks. You are standing next to a lever. If you
pull it, the tram will be redirected on to a side
track, but one person is tied down there.
What do you do?

A person who subscribes to
utilitarianism, which prioritises the outcome
of a situation, would say five lives are worth
more than one and pull the lever. By contrast,

a deontologist would say it is best to do
nothing because it is wrong to actively kill.

While these questions sound
hypothetical, the reality may not be far off.
Germany has already introduced a law stating
that driverless cars must never decide who to
save based on age, gender or health.

Are some lives worth more than others?

SOS

Every life is equally precious, say some. It is
morally wrong to say that someone is less
deserving of life because they are old or
homeless or have a criminal past. If we start
making judgements about who is more
valuable, we may reach a place where the
rich and powerful are saved over the poor.

Don’t be naive, reply others. It is clearly
better for a murderer to die than a doctor
who will go on to save many lives. Surely, too,
it is better for an elderly man who has lived a
rich and full life to die in the place of a baby
who is full of potential. It’s best to admit this.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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The face of war: Which of these celebrated films best portrays the reality of conflict?

Oscar-tipped movie glorifies war, critics say
Clint Eastwood’s new film

American Sniper has

smashed box office records

and been nominated for six

Academy Awards. But does

its portrayal of war amount

to militaristic propaganda?

In an early scene of the new film American
Sniper, the hero’s father tells his son that the
world is divided into three types of people:
sheep, wolves and sheepdogs. In this film
about the Iraq War, as in many other war
films, the heroes are the sheepdogs — the
brave protectors of the vulnerable and weak.
The wolves are unequivocally the baddies.

The film is based on the autobiography
of Chris Kyle, a US Navy SEAL in the Iraq War
who was the most lethal sniper in American
military history. He was awarded several
medals for bravery and nicknamed the ‘Devil
of Rahmadi‘ by Iraqi insurgents.

Clint Eastwood’s film concentrates
mainly on the traumatising nature of Kyle’s
job and his struggles to adapt to normal life
when he returns to the US on leave. And, of
course, there are death-defying set-pieces, as
well as some gruesome killings.

While many have lauded the film, some
have condemned it for presenting a view of
war that is too simplistic, and too glorious.

There is no questioning of whether the Iraq
War was just, and the Iraqis in the film are
uniformly presented as sinister, threatening
villains.

Many war films are intensely patriotic in
nature. The protagonists in films like Saving
Private Ryan and The Great Escape are not
just heroes, but beacons for national pride.
Most cultures profoundly respect and lavishly
commemorate those who die in battle.

This blend of war and patriotism goes
beyond film: hymns like ‘I vow to thee, my
country’ and Alfred Tennyson’s famous poem,
‘The Charge of the Light Brigade‘ show how
tightly British national identity is bound up
with conflict.

However, some feel that war films can
be too narrow and one-sided. A reviewer of
American Sniper for The Guardian chastised
the film for ‘never widening its focus’ beyond
the battlefields. A more original approach, he
said, would be to portray some of the action
from the side of the Iraqis or explore the

effect of the Iraq War on those who stayed at
home.

Dulce et decorum est?

While war is undoubtedly horrific, some say, it
also elicits many selfless and courageous
acts. Failure to honour this heroism would be
an insult to those who fight. It is not for
ordinary soldiers to question the reasons for
a conflict; their task is to risk their lives in
service of their country. What could be more
admirable than that?

Others believe it is dangerous to mix
war and patriotism. There are hardly any wars
through history whose motives are
unquestionably good. Instead of glorifying
wars, which devastates lives, nations should
be prouder of what they do in times of peace.
From great scientific achievements to liberty
and progress, almost anything is more worthy
of national pride than war.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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The face of bravery: Beltrame’s superior officers noted that he would “fight to the end”.

The brave French policeman who ‘died a hero’
Should you give your own

life to save someone else?

The world is mourning

Arnaud Beltrame, a French

policeman who died after

saving a complete stranger

during a terrorist attack on

Friday.

At 11am on Friday in the quiet town of
Trèbes, France, a man named Redouane
Lakdim stormed into a supermarket armed
with a handgun and a knife.

He proclaimed himself a soldier of
Islamic State and immediately shot two
people dead, before ordering the other
people in the shop to lie on the ground.

Within minutes, hundreds of police
arrived to a hostage situation. Lakdim was
using a woman as a human shield. Police
brought in his mother and two sisters to
negotiate, but to no avail.

Then Arnaud Beltrame, a 44-year-old
gendarme, stepped forth. Police had
negotiated with Lakdim to release all but one
of the hostages, and Beltrame offered
himself in place of the last one remaining.

Inside the shop, Beltrame tried to
negotiate with Lakdim. He left his phone on a
table to allow the authorities to listen in.

After three hours, Lakdim shot
Beltrame. Police stormed in, killing Lakdim.
Beltrame died of his wounds over the

weekend. He married his partner on his
deathbed.

A week before Easter Sunday, this story
of 21st-century sacrifice has touched the
world. President Emmanuel Macron declared
that Beltrame had “fallen a hero”.

“France will never forget his heroism,
his bravery, his sacrifice,” tweeted France’s
Interior Minister Gérard Collomb.

The theme of sacrifice is at the heart of
Christianity. Jesus was “delivered over to
death for our sins”. Selflessness is also vital
to Buddhism. According to the Dalai Lama:
“The more we care for the happiness of
others, the greater our own sense of well-
being becomes.”

Modern history is full of martyrs too:
during Hurricane Sandy Officer Artur
Kasprzak drowned while saving people from
rising floodwaters. And when planes hit the
World Trade Centre in the 9/11 terror
attacks, the New York firefighters who died
rescuing trapped workers were met with
sober admiration from across the globe.

Many people can imagine risking their
lives to save a loved one. But Beltrame’s
death represents a rarer form of altruism.
Should you give your own life to save a
stranger?

The ultimate sacrifice

Yes, say some. It’s morally wrong to let
someone die if you think you could save
them. Self-sacrifice makes social and
biological sense too: it contributes to trust in
society, and encourages others to help those
around them. As Martin Luther King Jr once
said: “If a man has not discovered something
that he will die for, he isn’t fit to live.”

Your first priority should always be
yourself, reply others. You can never be sure
that someone will be as selfless as you. It’s
all very well being called a hero, but not if
you’re not around to enjoy it. Life is the most
precious thing in the world, so there is
nothing wrong with doing whatever it takes to
survive.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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Dividing lines: Police brutality and social unrest are under the spotlight in Brazil © PA

Rio rocked by riots in run-up to World Cup
The world’s greatest football

event is fewer than 50 days

away, yet in the past week

Brazil has experienced

serious social unrest. Will

the World Cup bring any

benefits to ordinary people?

It will be the ‘cup of all cups’ according to
Brazil’s president, Dilma Rousseff, as the
country gears up to host football’s 2014
World Cup.

But in the past two weeks, excitement
over the beautiful game has been tainted by
some ugly scenes. Gunfights, protests and
even killings are escalating, just weeks before
the tournament is due to kick-off on 12th
June.

Last week, one favela near the world
famous Copacabana beach erupted in
violence, and protests have been raging ever
since.

Residents accused police of killing a
popular television dancer and actor, 26-year-
old Douglas Rafael da Silva, after they
mistook him for a gang member. ‘I want
everyone coming to the World Cup to know
the truth about our police. They hunt and they
kill,’ said Maria da Silva, his distraught
mother.

Tensions are running high in a country
known both for its love of football, but also its

gang violence and deep social inequality. In
Rio de Janeiro, where the England team will
be based, crime has spiked in recent months,
and reported street robberies have increased
by almost a third since last year, from 4,700
to 6,700.

In the run-up to the World Cup, Brazil is
desperately trying to clean up its image and
ensure that it will be safe for visitors. Earlier
this month more than 1,400 police officers
and Brazilian marines rolled into slums near
Rio de Janeiro’s airport in an effort to rid
impoverished areas of heavily armed drug
gangs that rule Rio’s shanty towns.

Brazil’s government had promised that
the World Cup would generate 3.6m jobs and
produce other gains for ordinary people, but
many Brazilians are sceptical – 49% of
Brazilians now believe the Cup will do more
harm than good.

They complain that the police are just
as violent as the gangs, and that the
tournament will cost too much. Any changes

are simply cosmetic: ‘para inglês ver’ or ‘for
the English to see’, as the locals complain.

Has the World Cup already come at too
high a price for Brazil?

Fever pitch

Yes, argue some. The extraordinary wave of
protests that has hit Brazil since last year
show that the World Cup ignores the plight of
ordinary citizens. While the government
spends lavish sums on new stadia, poor
Brazilians are enraged that they still lack
adequate hospitals and schools.

But others say that major sporting
events are capable of regenerating poor
areas, creating jobs and boosting business.
They argue that gang violence would occur
with or without the World Cup, and many
Brazilians have welcomed the greater police
presence in the favelas and a crackdown on
crime. Besides, Brazil’s passion for football is
unmatched, and when the time comes, the
nation will unite behind its great sporting
spectacle.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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Robo-doc: Xiao Yi, a robot built in China, recently passed the country’s national medical exam. 

Happy Birthday NHS! Now bring on the robots
Will technology save the 
NHS? The National Health 
Service turns 70 today, but 
tight budgets and surging 
demand have put its future 
in doubt. Here are five ways 
futuristic tech could help.

1/ Robot doctors. Last year an android 
doctor (pictured) “mastered” all the skills 
needed to pass China’s national medical 
exams. US researchers are also working on 
autonomous surgical robots — which some 
hope will complete operations without human 
oversight. Meanwhile, a report released in 
June claimed “carebots” could take on 
significant amounts of work currently done by 
doctors and nurses, saving the NHS almost 
£13 billion a year. 

2/ Artificial intelligence. This year 
Theresa May claimed that using AI in the 
health service could prevent 22,000 deaths a 
year by 2033. AI is already being used to spot 
early signs of skin cancer, heart disease and 
eye disorders. And some hope it can analyse 
the NHS’s vast patient records to predict 
illnesses sooner than traditional diagnoses — 
saving billions of pounds and thousands of 
lives. 

3/ DNA sequencing. This is the 
process by which scientists decipher each 
person’s unique genetic code. Its implications 

for health care are massive; allowing doctors 
to administer “precision medicine” (each 
person’s genes reveal how they would react 
to certain drugs, or their likelihood of 
developing certain conditions). As sequencing 
methods become cheaper, efficient 
treatment becomes available to more people. 

4/ 3D printing. A patient needing a 
kidney transplant on the NHS will wait for an 
average of 2-3 years for their operation. With 
3D printing, torturous delays could soon be 
history. Scientists have successfully printed 
artificial “organoids” — layers of tissue which 
could one day replace failed organs. The 
technology can also make custom prosthetic 
limbs and artificial skin for burn victims. 

5/ Smartphones. At 9.22 minutes, the 
average NHS GP consultation is shorter than 
in many other developed nations, and many 
patients wait over a week just to see their 
doctor. A new way could soon be at our 
fingertips. Tech startup Babylon Health is 
developing a smartphone app that uses AI to 
diagnose conditions as users input their 

symptoms — bypassing face-to-face 
consultations altogether. 

Will technology save the NHS? 

Revived

Absolutely, some argue. Antibiotics, X-rays, 
MRI machines: look into the history of 
medicine, and technological advances are 
the greatest force for positive change. 
Politicised debates about funding and 
privatisation are a sideshow. As long as we 
invest in research and open up to new ideas, 
the health service will thrive.

Not necessarily, others respond. The 
best care comes from human interactions — 
we put foolish hope in digital technologies 
which are blunt and insensitive. Furthermore, 
no silver bullet exists to resolve the vast 
economic issues of an ageing population and 
chronic underfunding which is pushing the 
NHS to breaking point.
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Conversation starter: The average person spends 135 minutes on social media per day (Statista).

Facebook is ‘ripping apart the social fabric’
Is Facebook destroying

society? A former executive

has revealed he feels

“tremendous guilt” for

helping to build the site —

he claims it is “eroding the

core foundations” of how

we behave.

Facebook’s official mission statement is to
“bring the world closer together”. But now
some of its very builders suggest it does the
opposite.

Chamath Palihapitiya, former Facebook
vice president of user growth, slammed the
site for “ripping apart the social fabric of how
society works”. He claimed that the way users
are encouraged to compete for “likes” is
creating a society with “no civil discourse, no
cooperation; [but] misinformation, mistruth”.

He added that Facebook users are
“programmed” to present their lives as
unrealistically perfect and to make posts that
gain “fake” popularity. But this only makes
them feel “vacant and empty”.

Palihapitiya himself has stopped using
the network and has even banned his
children too.

Other former insiders are also critical.
Sean Parker, Facebook’s founding president,
claims the social network was intentionally
designed to exploit “vulnerability” in human
psychology, and to “consume” as much of its
users’ attention as possible.

Soon Facebook may have to deal with
more than just criticism. Today a UK
watchdog advised the British government
that social media companies which fail to
remove racist, extremist, or sexual abuse
content should be fined or prosecuted.

This proposal would cast Facebook as a
publisher rather than a platform — requiring it
to take responsibility for all content posted on
the site.

This new threat adds to other
controversies which have rocked the
company this year. In October it admitted that
126 million American users were exposed to
Russian propaganda interfering with the US
election.

This is part of a wider problem of social
networks spreading fake news — an issue
some think Facebook has not done enough to
tackle.

In spite of all this Facebook continues
grow. It has been valued at more than $500
billion and by September this year it had
connected more than two billion users across
the globe.

But is Facebook really ripping society
apart?

Anti-social network

Of course, say some. The constant pressure
to gain “likes” and virtual popularity stops
people forming genuine personal
relationships in the real world. What is more,
the pressure to conform with peers online
pushes users into echo chambers where any
difference of opinion is ruthlessly shut down
or simply ignored — this is no sign of a healthy
society.

What nonsense, others respond. We
must not forget the basic good that Facebook
does. It brings people together from across
the world who would otherwise never meet. It
reconnects old friends who have lost touch.
And it lets people band together for common
causes. It cannot be destroying society when
its fundamental use is to create social
connections where they did not previously
exist.

https://theday.co.uk/
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Mind-boggling: Danny Dyer is better known for his appearances on EastEnders.

You are part of the royal family. Probably.
A leading geneticist has

calculated that almost every

Briton is directly descended

from Edward III. But many

find facts like this scarcely

believable. Why are we so

bad at probability?

When British actor Danny Dyer was told that
he was descended from King Edward III
(1327-1377) on the BBC programme Who Do
You Think You Are, this was his response:

“I need to get this in my nut […] My
blood is his blood, I can’t compute this in my
brain.”

Now, in his new show, Danny Dyer’s
Right Royal Family, he immerses himself in
the lives of his royal ancestors (with amusing
results).

As it turns out, Dyer is not alone in his
royal relations. Geneticist Adam Rutherford
has worked out the probability of a British
person born in the 1970s being directly
descended from Edward. “Not being
descended from him was 0.01 to the power
of 27,” he found. So almost everyone is.

Edward III lived around 25 generations
ago and had nine children. So think of their
children, and then their children and so on,
and it all makes sense.

But Edward is nothing compared to
Genghis Khan. The Mongol ruler is said to be
the ancestor of one in every 200 people alive

today. According to Rutherford, every person
alive today could be traced back to a
common ancestor in the 14th century BC,
while “literally every European” is descended
from Charlemagne.

A similar idea is “six degrees of
separation”. It states that all the world’s 7.5
billion people are, at most, six steps away
from each other via a series of “friend of a
friend”.

How about this? There are more ways
of arranging a pack of 52 cards than there
are atoms in the universe. Every time you
shuffle a pack, they will almost certainly end
up in an order never seen before.

And if there are 20 billion Earth-like
planets in our galaxy, each with a one in
10,000 chance of actually supporting life,
that means the chances of there being life on
at least one of those planets is
99.9999995%.

But many still instinctively doubt these
statistics. One book, The Enigma of Reason,
attempts to answer why facts do not change
our minds.

It argues that when our ancestors lived
as hunter-gatherers, clear reasoning had few
advantages for them. In contrast, winning
arguments helped to bolster their social
standing.

Should we worry about our ineptitude at
probability?

Do the maths

It is no big deal, say some. We were built this
way for a reason. Our imperfect brains
increase our sense of wonder at these
unbelievable statistics. And our
misconceptions can easily be overcome by
education and rational thought. You can work
these things out for yourselves.

This is an evolutionary oddity that we
need to grow out of, reply others. Decision-
making is largely about weighing up
probabilities, making it by far the most
important branch of maths. In fact, we should
all live our lives by maths, carefully working
out the most likely outcome of all our actions.

https://theday.co.uk/
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King of pop: Michael Jackson launched his solo career in 1971 aged 13.

‘Time to stop listening to Michael Jackson’
In a new documentary, two

men allege that they were

abused as children by

Michael Jackson. They are

not the first to speak out

against the star. Should we

stop listening to his music?

Wade Robson was five years old when he met
his hero Michael Jackson after winning a
dance competition. Two years later, the
Robson family visited Neverland, Jackson’s
remote ranch and adventure park. According
to Robson, this is was the start of years of
sexual abuse by the singer.

James Safechuck appeared in a Pepsi
advert with Jackson when he was 10 years
old. Safechuck says that he was abused by
Jackson for the next four years.

Now, both men are speaking out in
Leaving Neverland, a documentary from
director Dan Reed that will be broadcast on
Channel 4 tomorrow.

According to Safechuck’s parents,
Jackson used his fame and wealth to gain
unsupervised access to young boys.

“He flies you first class, he has a limo
waiting at the airport, amazing!” recalls
Safechuck’s mother, Stephanie.

“The abuse didn’t feel strange because
it was being done by this man that was like a
god to me,” says Robson in the film.

Michael Jackson, known as the king of
pop, was one of the most successful artists in
music history. Thriller is the best selling
album of all time. In the US, Jackson had 14
number one singles — more than any other
solo artist.

But for years rumours swirled about his
strange private life. Jackson admitted to
sharing bedrooms with young boys at
Neverland but denied abusing them.
Jackson’s family continue to insist on his
innocence.

In 1993, Evan Chandler accused
Jackson of abusing his 13-year-old son. The
case settled out of court. Eight years later,
Jackson was charged with abusing a teenage
cancer survivor. At the trial, Robson — then
aged 22 — testified that he had never been
abused. Jackson was acquitted.

Robson says that the birth of his son
persuaded him to finally speak out.

When Jackson died in 2009, there was
a global outpouring of grief. With the release
of Leaving Neverland, it is time to reckon with
his legacy.

“I don’t care what people do in relation
to Michael Jackson and his music,” says
Robson. “Michael Jackson was incredibly
talented, there’s no questioning that. But just
because someone is talented doesn’t mean
they’re not a predator.”

Time’s up

Should we stop listening to Michael Jackson’s
music? If we disavow Jackson, must we then
stop appreciating the work of all the writers,
artists and thinkers throughout history who
may have been bad people? So much culture
would be erased. Can you admire someone
as an artist while condemning them as a
person?

But what message does listening to his
music send? That enjoying some songs is
more important than his alleged victims’
trauma and suffering? For music writer Oliver
Keens, this is an opportunity to send a
message to abusers: if an artist does wrong,
“the scene will shun you. Period.”

https://theday.co.uk/
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End of the road: The combustion engine shaped the 20th century, but will not survive the 21st. 

France and Volvo herald era of electric cars
France will ban sales of 
petrol and diesel cars by 
2040 and Volvo has said all 
its models will be electric by 
2019. The electric era is 
coming, but do we need the 
state to make it happen?

It was an invention that changed the world. 
When the Dutch scientist Christian Huygens 
first experimented with a gunpowder engine 
in 1678, he could not have known how useful 
and ubiquitous its descendants would 
become. 

Now there is an internal combustion 
engine in almost every car, bus and lorry you 
see.

But that is about to change. Yesterday, 
France became the first country to announce 
a ban on selling petrol or diesel powered cars 
by 2040. Other countries, including Norway, 
the Netherlands, Germany and India, are 
considering following suit.

A day earlier, Volvo became the first 
traditional car manufacturer to announce that 
all new models would be either electric or 
hybrid in two years time. 

Meanwhile, Tesla, Elon Musk’s cutting 
edge electric car company, will launch its new 
Model 3 later this month. The 
battery-powered car is designed to be more 
affordable than previous models and will be 
the first that the company aims to mass 

produce. That the name rhymes with another 
era-defining car is surely no coincidence. 

The Ford Model T was introduced in the 
USA in 1908. It was the first car to be mass 
produced on assembly lines, making it the 
first to be affordable to ordinary people. By 
1927, 15m had rolled out of Ford’s factories. 

Uptake of the motor car stalled in the 
1930s due to the Great Depression, and 
manufacturers ceased civilian production 
entirely in 1942 in order to produce military 
vehicles for the second world war.

In the 1950s demand bounced back 
and by 1970, almost 50% of households in 
the UK owned a car.

But they came with a cost. In 2014, 
over 25% of UK carbon emissions came from 
transport. It is now estimated that 40,000
deaths per year are linked to air pollution in 
the UK, much of it from personal vehicles. 

However, particularly after the diesel 
emissions scandal in 2014, consumers seem 
increasingly willing to pay extra for greener 
cars. 

Commenting on its decision to go 
electric, Volvo cited higher-than-expected 
sales of more expensive hybrid models, while 
Tesla have succeeded despite high prices.

With consumers already driving the 
electric car revolution, do we really need 
governments to step in and ban them?

Round the bend

No, say some. The market is clearly headed in 
that direction as consumers become more 
aware of emissions and the technology 
needed for electric cars comes down in price. 
But there is no need for the government to 
ban sales of petrol cars altogether. People 
should have a choice.

There is an urgent need, say others. It 
is called climate change. If we do not bring 
down carbon emissions very quickly, the 
effects will be catastrophic. The market might 
not move quickly enough, so government 
should intervene to make sure.
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Disgraceful: England defender Tobias Mings (left) faces racist Bulgaria fans. © Getty 

‘Football family must wage war on racists’
Should England have walked 
off the field? Despite high-
profile resignations and 
UEFA charges over the 
Bulgarian fans’ racism, 
some say things will not 
change until teams refuse 
to play on.

“England made a powerful statement in Sofia
as they delivered the most eloquent response 
in disgraceful, dispiriting circumstances of 
racism,” wrote Phil McNulty, the BBC’s chief 
football writer. 

England put on a virtuoso display in 
their Euro 2020 qualifier on Monday, beating 
their Bulgarian hosts 6-0 in a game marred
by the home fans’ racism. 

Play was halted twice in response to 
the behaviour of hooded Bulgaria fans, who 
performed Nazi salutes and shouted monkey 
chants at black players including defender 
Tyrone Mings, who was making his England 
debut.

In the run-up to the match, new 
England recruit Tammy Abraham had 
suggested that England would walk off the 
pitch if they faced racist abuse from fans. 

“If it happens to one of us, it happens 
to all of us,” said the 22-year-old rising star 
last week. “We don’t stand for it and we want 
the world to see that.”

But, after a half-time discussion, the 
England players decided to play on, 
responding to the night’s difficulties with two 
further second-half goals. 

“Who put a ball in the racists’ net? 
Raheem Stirling,” chanted the English fans. 

Before the game, manager Gareth 
Southgate agreed to abide by UEFA’s three-
step protocol to deal with crowd racism. 

First, there are tannoy announcements 
in the stadium, then the match may be 
stopped for five to 10 minutes. If that fails, 
the referee may stop the game. 

Racist incidents at football matches 
have soared by 43% since the 2017-2018 
season. It is the seventh year running that 
reported incidents have climbed, as racism 
returns to levels not seen in the sport since 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

In the wake of Monday’s events, 
Bulgaria’s chief of football, Borislav 
Mahiaylov, resigned from his post under 
pressure from the country’s prime minister. 

The Bulgarian football union was 
charged by UEFA over the behaviour of its 
fans. Aleksander Ceferin, UEFA president, 
said last night that the “football family” must 
“wage war on racists”. 

But these measures aren’t enough for 
Henry Winter, a renowned sports writer, who 
says that England would have delivered “an 

even bigger message” had they walked off as 
soon as the racist chanting began. 

“It would [have made] an arresting 
image, a message reverberating around the 
world, front-page splashes, representatives of 
the oldest footballing nation in the world 
calling time on the recidivists,” he wrote in 
The Times. 

Should England have walked off the 
pitch? 

End of the line

No, says former England goalkeeper David 
James, who has himself faced plenty of racist 
abuse. The best approach is to play on. 
“Providing there is no physical danger to 
players, the best way they can answer abuse 
is by playing the best they can, winning the 
game, walking off the pitch at the end of 90 
minutes and putting in a complaint.”

Yes, says Henry Winter. “Listening to 
Tammy Abraham talking so lucidly [last 
week], it was very clear that the players had 
had enough, that they did not trust match 
officials to react strongly and swiftly enough, 
that they believe the authorities do not 
confront the bigots with the required vigour. 
Enough is enough.”
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Lent is for fasting. So just like the celebrities?
Today marks the start of an 
ancient Christian season. 
Practiced in churches since 
the 4th century, it calls for 
40 days of abstinence. But 
why bother?

What do you think about fasting? Perhaps in 
the end, you simply have to choose between 
Archbishop Nichols and Victoria Beckham.

Lent is the period of 40 days which 
comes before Easter in the Christian 
calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, it's a 
season of reflection and preparation before 
the celebrations of Easter.

By observing the season, Christians 
remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the 
desert, where he ate nothing and prepared 
for the work ahead. Lent is therefore now 
marked by fasting – whether it's from food, 
alcohol, sex, TV, computer games or meat.

Of course, the principle of fasting is in many 
different religions and spiritual paths. For 
Muslims, Ramadan is a month of obligatory 
fasting, which begins at dawn and ends at 
sunset. 

It's a time when Muslims should see 
nothing that displeases Allah, speak no evil, 

see no evil, do no evil and look to Allah in fear 
and hope.

While the Hindu leader Gandhi used 
fasting to bring political change to his 
country, and gain independence from the 
British Empire.

Victoria Beckham denies herself food 
for other reasons. Formerly of 'The Spice 
Girls' and now in the world of fashion, her diet 
is said to comprise primarily of lettuce, 
strawberries, edamame soy beans and 
peppermint tea.

She deprives herself of food to look thin 
in the clothes she wears, but for the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Nichols Lent speaks of 
something different.

On Radio 5 Live, he acknowledged that 
the increased pace of life has left less time 
for spiritual practices, but said that self-denial 
and reflection could actually help people 
cope with stressful lives.

He asked people to give up meat on 
Fridays until Easter, or some other favourite 

food. He said he was giving up alcohol, which 
'essentially a spiritual exercise', but there 
could be other benefits too – like him losing 
weight.

Why abstain?
Why do we abstain from things we like? Some 
abstain from sex outside marriage, for 
instance. They say it makes sense as the only 
form of birth control that's 100% effective, 
and protects from Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases. 

Others believe there's more to fasting 
than that. They say it activates a spiritual 
connection to whatever god or ideals the 
person fasts in the name of. When we discard 
a habit, new space is created in us for a new 
consciousness, fresh spirit.

Others, like Posh Spice, see fasting as a 
means to an end – an unhealthily thin body; 
or for IRA member Bobby Sands, a martyr's 
death.
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