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Habits of Academic Discussion 

1. Phrases to start the discussion

• Having read the article, I think _______ because …
• On the one hand … However, it is also possible to see that …

2. Phrases to build on a classmate’s point

• Building on [classmate’s] point, I think it is important to recognise
that …

• I agree with [classmate’s] point because ..

3. Phrases to disagree with a classmate’s point

• While [classmate] makes some good points, I would like to
disagree that_______ because …

• Having listened to [classmate], I think it important to remember …

4. Phrases to summarise

• In summary, [classmate] raised the point that …
• To summarise both sides of the debate …
• Points in favour of ________ are largely concerned with..
• Points against _________ are largely concerned with..
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Diamonds are forever: various states held the Koh-i-Noor before it ended up in Britain. © PA

Britain must return ‘stolen’ gem, says India
Dazzling, famous, very

precious: the Koh-i-Noor is

one of Britain’s prize

treasures. Yet this week, the

Indian government signalled

that it wants the diamond

back. Who does it belong

to?

Deep within the Tower of London, set in the
Queen Mother’s crown, sits the Koh-i-Noor.
The dazzling 106-carat diamond is one of the
world’s most famous gems; most visitors stop
and stare in awe. But some just hiss at it, and
move on.

They are tourists from India. For
decades, their country has argued that the
Koh-i-Noor was stolen by the British, and is
rightfully theirs. The dispute escalated this
week, as a rights group approached India’s
Supreme Court with a request: to order the
Indian government to recover the diamond.

Initially, the government refused,
arguing that the Koh-i-Noor had been gifted
to the British. Then, on Tuesday, it performed
a dramatic U-turn: it would now make ‘all
possible efforts’ to bring the gem back to
India. Meanwhile, Britain has shown no
intention of handing it over.

The dispute is rooted in the gem’s
chaotic history. While its origins are shrouded
in mystery, for centuries it was passed
between the kingdoms of South Asia, often

as war loot. By 1849, it had ended up in the
hands of Duleep Singh, the ten-year-old ruler
of the Punjab.

At this point, the British annexed the
region. A treaty was drawn up, which called
for the Koh-i-Noor to be ‘surrendered’ to
Queen Victoria. Singh had little say in the
matter. The diamond, together with Singh
himself, was shipped to Britain, where it has
remained ever since.

The gem is said to be worth £100m,
but its monetary value is not the point. Its
presence in Britain, say Indians, is a reminder
of the nation’s ugly imperialist past.
Returning it would send out a strong message
of apology.

Yet for the British government, this is
precisely the problem. As a former imperial
power, Britain is filled with loot. If it handed
back the Koh-i-Noor, a precedent would be
set for other artefacts. As David Cameron put
it, ‘If you say yes to one [request], you
suddenly find the British Museum would be
empty.’

This is not the first time Britain has
faced calls to return cultural property, and it
will not be the last. What should it do?

The crown jewels

Give back the diamond, say some. For
centuries, India was plundered by Britain. The
damage can never be repaired, but handing
over the Koh-i-Noor would be a strong
symbolic gesture of goodwill. History aside,
let’s also look to the future: India is set to be
an important strategic partner for Britain. We
should not anger it.

Sure, Britain may have taken the
diamond by force, comes the reply – but then
so did the Punjab. It has passed through so
many hands that it belongs to no one. In any
case, returning it would set off an avalanche
of similar requests, and the world’s museums
would become poorer places. The choice is
clear: the diamond stays.

https://theday.co.uk/
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Uncanny valley: In one interview, Sophia said she would “destroy humans”. © Getty

AI is bigger threat than terror, says scientist
Is artificial intelligence the

greatest threat to

humanity? The incoming

president of the British

Science Association believes

that AI is more dangerous

than climate change or

terrorism.

Rising temperatures. Drug-resistant diseases.
Suicide attacks. According to top physicist
Professor Jim Al-Khalili, all of these pale in
comparison to the threat posed by artificial
intelligence (AI).

As some of the world’s greatest minds
gathered for the British Science Festival this
week, Al-Khalili warned that AI alone has the
power to solve or catastrophically worsen the
“big challenges facing humanity”, including
terrorism, climate change and world poverty.

Others share his fears. Tesla CEO Elon
Musk said AI will be “more dangerous than
nukes”, while the late Stephen Hawking
thought it “could spell the end of the human
race”.

Many of us already interact with AI in
our homes and on our phones through Alexa
and Siri — which employ machine learning to
get better at understanding and predicting
our commands. More widely, the ability of AI
computers to learn from huge amounts of
data could lead to rapid advances in health
care, energy and transport.

Androids could be the next step.
Sophia, a humanoid robot that can converse
with people, has been granted full Saudi
Arabian citizenship.

But Al-Khalili fears advances in AI could
also expose nations to terror.

“If Russian cyber hackers were able to
meddle with the 2016 US elections, then
what is stopping cyber terrorists from hacking
into any future AI controlled power grids [or]
military installations?” he asked.

Another worry is that advancements in
AI technology could leave millions of low-
skilled workers jobless. Supermarket Marks &
Spencer has already replaced most of its call
centre staff with AI.

Hawking feared that AI even could
“supersede” humanity by achieving
intelligence beyond our understanding.

This may already be happening.
Knowing only the basic rules of chess, in a
few hours, the AlphaZero program developed
a level of skill in the game that took humans
1,500 years to gain.

“AI is going to transform our lives in the
coming decades even more than the internet
has,” Al-Khalili concluded. “Let’s make sure
we’re ready for it.”

Is AI really the greatest threat to
humanity?

I, Robot

We should be scared, say some. Beyond
cyber terrorism and mass unemployment, AI
will open a whole new world of dangers we
cannot yet imagine. One day soon, these
computers may become so intelligent that
they will make decisions for us that we
cannot understand or control. Where will that
leave humanity?

AI is our greatest hope, argue others.
Already, intelligent computers are diagnosing
diseases faster, making transport safer and
personalising education. As Al-Khalili says, as
long as we regulate the industry responsibly,
nothing but AI could solve the many crises
faced by humanity. We’re doomed without it.

https://theday.co.uk/
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One way ticket: Europeans were responsible for transporting millions of African slaves. 

Caribbean nations demand slavery compensation
Former colonies are making 
demands for Europe to 
make payments to atone for 
slavery and its legacy. But 
is it right, or even possible, 
to punish present-day 
nations for crimes of the 
past?

They were forceably abducted from their 
homes, marched in chains, crammed into 
unbearably overcrowded ships, and sent 
overseas into new lives of back-breaking 
servitude. And in the Caribbean, where many 
of these African slaves were sent to work, the 
legacy of this brutal trade still reverberates 
over 150 years later.

The 14 leaders of Caricom, the region’s 
collective body, met on Monday to discuss 
legal action against Britain, France and the 
Netherlands over their role in the slave trade. 
They are demanding a formal apology and 
payments of billions, although an exact figure 
has not been released.

Caribbean countries say they still suffer 
from the effects of slavery, which created 
deep social inequalities and hampered 
economic development. Persistent poverty 
and poor literacy levels in the region are 
attributed to colonial neglect. 

Some historians object and argue that 
this claim oversimplifies the issue — while 

European plantation owners did benefit from 
slavery, almost 90% of those shipped to the 
colonies were enslaved by other Africans.

And when Britain abolished its slave 
trade in 1807, the Royal Navy enforced the 
ban by shutting down the slave trade routes 
and seizing slave ships at sea, regardless of 
where the slaves were bound. So while 
Britain’s involvement in the slave trade is 
shameful, latterly the country became a 
champion for change. 

Others say justice demands more 
action now: Britain did pay compensation 
worth an incredible 40% of the Treasury’s 
budget after abolition – but not to the slaves. 
Instead it went to slave owners to reimburse 
them for the loss of their ‘property’.

Supporters of the Caribbean bid for 
compensation also point out that the UK 
recently paid £20m to apologise for the 
brutal suppression of the Mau Mau uprising 
in Kenya in the 1950s, but in that case, the 
money went to living survivors and their 

families. It is much harder to know who 
deserves to be paid for slavery over a 
hundred years ago. 

Slaves to history?

Some argue that while slavery remains a 
deplorable stain on Europe’s history, we 
cannot punish present generations for past 
actions which were taken according to an 
entirely different moral code. If countries start 
paying reparations for historic crimes, where 
do we stop? Could Britain sue Denmark for 
Viking attacks? Slaves were treated 
appallingly, but Britain’s working classes also 
lived in terrible conditions during the 
industrial revolution; should they be 
compensated as well?

Others reply that much of Europe’s 
prosperity was built by exploiting slaves — it is 
only right to repay their ancestors today. 
There is no expiry date on such a crime. 
Europe should both apologise and 
redistribute some of its wealth.

Page 1 of 2The Day | Caribbean nations demand slavery compensation
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Having a ball: Partiers take to the streets of New Orleans during Mardi Gras.

Feasts, fasts and a Pancake Day warning
It’s that time again: a day

of indulgence before the

fast. But how long can the

tradition last in this secular

age when every day in rich

countries is a feast? And is

it worth fighting for?

Today, six weeks before Easter Sunday,
celebrations break out across the world. In
the UK, drooling families tuck into stacks of
pancakes. Carnival fever grips Mediterranean
cities. The citizens of New Orleans take to the
streets in masks and costumes as the Mardi
Gras parade unfolds.

What is the meaning of all these
festivities? The historical answer is clear
enough: they are a last gasp of extravagance
before Lent sets in, which runs up to Easter.
In Christian tradition Lent commemorates the
40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert,
and people mark it by cutting down on food or
certain luxuries.

Today is the day before Lent begins.
Known as Shrove Tuesday (shriven which
means absolved from sins gives us shrove) or
Pancake Day in some countries, including the
UK, it is supposed to be a chance to have
some fun before the fast. Now is the time to
use up supplies of dairy and eggs, which are
forbidden during Lent – hence the pancakes.

This year, as ever, people are donning
their costumes or taking out their frying pans.
And, as ever, some are lamenting that the
original meaning of Shrove Tuesday has been
lost amid all the fun and games. Our societies
are not as religious as they were; fasting for
Lent is not an obligation anymore, and so we
no longer ‘earn’ our party on the day before.

It is the same with Christmas: every
year, sceptics bemoan the commercialisation
of the holiday, arguing that the stress of
having to buy presents runs counter to the
festive spirit of joy and harmony. So too at
Halloween: what used to be a festival of
solemn respect for the dead has become a
superficial celebration of all things ‘creepy’.

Which brings us back to the original
question. In this secular age, what is the
meaning of festivals that have their basis in
religious tradition? Do they still have a place
in our society?

Losing our religion

These festivals do more harm than good, say
some. They used to be rooted in material
necessity and religious conviction. Stripped of
this significance, they have just become
excuses for self-indulgence. The result?
People get anxious at Christmas, eat too
much on Shrove Tuesday, and hardly bother
with Lent anymore. We should either be truer
to their original purpose, or ditch them.

What killjoys, comes the reply. We love
mass celebrations – it’s human nature. And
they are more important than ever. As our
lives get busier and lonelier, we need the
occasional pretext to get together with the
people we love. Besides, people invest these
old festivals with new meanings: see how
Australians have turned Mardi Gras into a
celebration of LGBT culture. These festivals
are flexible institutions – let them be.

https://theday.co.uk/
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Economists fear ageing population time bomb
As human beings live longer

and continue to work for

longer than ever before,

experts warn that young

people may struggle to find

decent jobs. How worried

should the youth of today

be?

It is the plot of a thousand horror films: a
centuries-old vampire must feed off blood to
stay alive. Yet a new study from the University
of California suggests that there is some fact
in this fiction as consuming young blood may
slow the ageing process.

Researchers took 18-month-old mice
and injected them with the blood of three-
month-old mice. The older mice then
performed better at learning and memory
tasks. Some experts hope that this research
could help stretch human lifespans and
improve the quality of life for older
generations.

Yet while good health is to be
welcomed, humans already live longer than
ever before. Almost half the over-65s who
have ever lived are alive today, and the global
population is set to become older still:
according to the UN, in the next 20 years the
number of over-65s will double to an
incredible 1.1bn people.

Some economists worry that providing
pensions for all these people will cause a

huge strain on government budgets. The
population is ageing, but the birth rate is
simultaneously falling, meaning there are
fewer people paying tax to support these
pensions. This will be most severely felt in
Japan, which it is estimated will have 69 old
people for every 100 people of working age.
Their pension bill could swallow vast sums
that would otherwise be spent on services
such as education and health.

Yet other analysts think the real
problem is not retirement but working for
longer. Increasingly, older, well-educated and
skilled people remain employed in positions
that would otherwise have given younger
people valuable experience. A decade ago,
only a quarter of Germans in their early 60s
worked, whereas nearly half do today. If this
trend continues, the result will be a well-paid
elderly minority and a huge number of
younger people unable to find work.

Both outlooks are bleak for the youth of
today as the old take their blood, at least

figuratively if not literally. Should we be
worried?

Golden oldies

Some say the ageing population will be
disastrous for society. Government policies
already tend to favour the elderly because
they are more likely to vote, and the situation
will only become worse as they become a
larger proportion of the population.
Governments will be crippled by paying
pensions and young people will be jobless.

Others say that the future is uncertain
and there is no point in worrying. Innovations
can create whole new job markets for young
people for which older folks have no aptitude
or experience. Mark Zuckerberg founded
Facebook when he was 23, and the most
exciting start-ups are run by young,
enterprising people. The future will provide
work for everyone in industries we can barely
imagine today.

https://theday.co.uk/
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The Big Five: The top tech companies had a combined value of over $3 trillion last year. 

Apple empire wavers as iPhone sales slow
Are we reaching the end of 
the Apple age? And if so, 
should we mourn it? This 
week, CEO Tim Cook warned 
investors that the 
company’s latest revenues 
will be lower than expected.

“Today, Apple is going to reinvent the phone,” 
said Steve Jobs. The audience erupted in 
cheers. It was January 2007, and the Apple 
founder was launching the first ever iPhone. 
It was a legendary moment in Apple’s rise to 
glory. 

Jobs’s declaration 11 years ago was 
true. Two thirds of the world’s adults are 
predicted to own a smartphone this year. 
There are over one billion Apple products in 
use around the world. Last year, the company 
briefly became the first ever to be valued at 
$1 trillion, cementing Apple’s place leading 
the “Big Five” technology companies. 

But on Wednesday, Apple’s current 
CEO, Tim Cook, warned investors that its 
revenue for the last three months of 2018 
would be around $5 billion less than Apple 
originally thought. 

Cook blamed China’s slowing economy, 
Trump’s trade war and customers holding 
onto their smartphones for longer. Its share 
prices dropped by almost 10% yesterday as a 
result. 

The Big Five — Apple, Google (under its 
parent company Alphabet), Facebook, 
Amazon and Microsoft — dominate the 
technology world. Like the vast empires of the 
past, their wealth and influence stretch 
around the globe.

They “came along at a perfect time,” 
explains the business professor Geoffrey G. 
Parker. Between them, the Big Five control 
almost everything about the way people use 
computers, from the devices themselves to 
the sites they visit.

And yet each has its own distinct 
character and expertise: Apple’s commitment 
to beautiful design and game-changing ideas 
is matched only by its tight grip on security. 
Meanwhile, Amazon’s convenient delivery 
and cheap products have transformed 
shopping, while its cloud service hosts some 
of the internet’s most popular websites. 
Facebook’s social networks have changed 
how people communicate. 

Microsoft, once the leader of the pack, 
is still used by millions of offices around the 
world. And Google is using its enormous 

search data and artificial intelligence to 
expand into everything from self-driving cars 
to living longer. 

And yet history has shown us that all 
empires fall eventually. At the end of last 
year, many tech giants (including Apple) 
began to see their market value fall. If Apple’s 
time is coming, should we be sad to see it 
go?

Decline and fall

Good riddance, say some. Apple’s flashy 
designs mask the fact that its products are 
vastly overpriced. And the company is far too 
controlling — even its screws have a unique 
design to prevent tampering from outsiders.

Apple has earned its place, say others. 
Since the iPod’s launch in 2003, the 
company has been an amazing trendsetter; 
smartphones and tablets have changed our 
lives, and Apple’s sleek designs really are 
beautiful. We would miss them if they were 
gone.
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Poor maths means shoppers pay more, study finds
Shoppers are making basic

maths errors that are

costing them money,

researchers have found.

Successful retailers are

experts at exploiting our

natural inability to think

properly about price.

Imagine two boxes of detergent. Both are the
same size. Both are on special offer. In one
case, shoppers are getting 20% off. In the
other, they are getting 25% extra, free. Which
box would you buy?

According to a newly published study in
the Journal of Marketing, customers show a
significant preference for the box with 25%
extra free. But, as mathematicians will
already have worked out, a 20% discount and
a 25% bonus are in fact exactly the same.

Say detergent costs a pound for each
100 grams. Take a 500g box selling at five
pounds. Cut 20% off the price. You end up
with a 500g box for four pounds.

Then take a 400g box selling for four
pounds and add 25% – a quarter – to the
contents. A quarter of 400g is 100g. Add
them together and you end up, once again,
with a 500g box for four pounds.

This sort of maths may look boring, but
it is important. Small differences add up, and
manufacturers have made millions from

people who thought that 25% extra free was
the same as 25% off the price.

And that is hardly the only trick sellers
use to squeeze more money out of unwary
shoppers. It is well known, for example, that
customers who avoid something at £4 may
buy it for £3.99. Less obvious, but just as
effective, is to offer one expensive product to
make all the others look cheap. A shop selling
food processors at £50 might add a premium
model for £200. No one will buy the
premium, but the newly cheap-looking one
will fly off the shelves.

Then there are the shops that offer big
products like TVs at very good prices but then
offer a lot of small but overpriced extras after
the customer has closed the deal. Some
electronics chains make all their profit not
from the goods themselves but by selling
worthless product insurance at the till.

This is the sort of thing that gives old-
fashioned economists nightmares. In the
perfect world of economic theory, customers

are rational buyers with a good idea of how
much things are worth. That means
companies have to sell products at a fair
price.

But a growing body of academic
evidence shows that the reality is rather
different. In fact, facing the cunning tactics of
the retail giants, shoppers are surprisingly
easy to fool.

Tricks of the trade

Some commentators find all this
psychological manipulation and
mathematical trickery rather shocking.
Shoppers need protection, they say, from the
shady behaviour of unscrupulous stores.

No one is forcing anyone to buy
anything, others point out. Shopping is a
contest, in which buyers and sellers compete
to get the best deals out of each other. If
buyers are fooled – too bad for them. It’s all
in the game.
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Beatlemania: The band has more number one albums than any other artist in Britain.

Imagine there’s no Beatles. It’s easy if you try.
How would the world have

looked without the Fab

Four? That is the question

posed by Richard Curtis’s

new film, Yesterday. Pop,

protest and the sexual

revolution might have been

very different.

When you hear Beatles, you immediately
think insects. Oasis is just “an isolated area
of vegetation in a desert”. Meanwhile,
Coldplay’s Fix You is considered one of the
greatest songs ever written. And cigarettes?
Never heard of them.

This is the alternate universe imagined
in the new film Yesterday, out in cinemas
today. It is about a British songwriter called
Jack Malik who wakes up and realises that he
is the only person who remembers the
1960s’ Liverpool band, The Beatles.

So, naturally, Jack steals their songs
and becomes an international pop sensation
— with a little help from his friend Ed
Sheeran, who advises Jack: “Song title: Hey
Dude.”

The film is written by Richard Curtis (of
Notting Hill and Love Actually fame), and
directed by Danny Boyle (the man behind
Slumdog Millionaire and both Trainspotting
films).

But, music aside, the fictional world of
Yesterday is not so different from our own.
Curtis says he preferred to focus on a love

story, rather than on how The Beatles
“probably changed our whole culture”.

Would history really have been the
same without the world’s biggest boy band?

Certainly, pop music would have
sounded different. “Their albums tied
together the various strands of 60s’ pop,”
writes The Guardian’s music critic Alexis
Petridis. Bob Dylan’s lyricism; pop
psychedelics; African-American rock ’n’ roll:
these styles would have remained disparate
and scattered, rather than coalescing into a
“world-shaking force”.

Music journalist Peter Doggett suggests
that music would not have played such a big
role in teenage rebellions in later decades.
Instead of punk or rap music, he imagines a
world where “the real rebellions are
elsewhere – in fashion, art, folk music and
poetry – and none of them impinge on pop”.

In 1968, The Beatles travelled to India
and took up yoga and meditation. Without the
group’s interest in these Eastern practices,
they may never have crossed over into
mainstream Western culture.

Lady Gaga has even credited The
Beatles with “the birth of the sexual
revolution”. Would millions of young women
have thrown off old ideas about sex had they
not been so captivated by four, handsome
lads from Liverpool?

Times of trouble?

The real question is: can one person (or four
people) change the course of history? It was
certainly magical when two of the world’s
greatest songwriters collaborated: John
Lennon’s out-of-the-box creativity coupled
with Paul McCartney’s focus on detail
produced music that was unique and
unequalled.

But history is long and winding, and all
of us play a part in building culture. The anti-
war movement, the sexual revolution, the
influence of psychedelic drugs: all these
events shaped the 1960s — and the decades
that followed — with or without The Beatles.
They just happened to sound a little different.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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Peace of mind: Buddhist monks have always practised mindfulness as a means to enlightenment. 

Meditation therapy ‘as effective as drugs’
A new study suggests that 
the Buddhist-inspired 
practice of mindfulness is 
as effective as medication 
in treating depression. Do 
religious ideas have a place 
in modern medicine?

Five years ago, few people would have heard 
of the word ‘mindfulness’. Now it has its own 
industry, with mobile apps, yoga classes and 
even adult colouring books which aim to help 
people connect to the technique. Although 
the practice has its roots in ancient Buddhist
meditation, doctors have found that 
mindfulness-based cognitive therapy (MBCT) 
is as effective as medication when it comes 
to treating depression. 

Nigel Reed, who participated in the 
study, said that MBCT had allowed him to 
‘take control’ of his future and to spot when 
he was ‘at risk’ of relapsing before it was too 
late. In total, 44% of the patients who were 
trained in mindfulness experienced a relapse, 
as opposed to 47% of those who stayed on 
medication. For patients with traumatic 
events such as child abuse in their past, it 
may even be more effective, as it provides 
skills which address the ‘underlying 
mechanisms’ of relapses into depression. 

This is not the first scientific study 
which shows the positive effects of 
meditation and mindfulness. MRI scans have 
shown that regular practice can reduce the 
size of the ‘stress’ area of the brain, while 
strengthening the pre-frontal cortex which is 
associated with concentration and 
awareness. There is also promising evidence 
that it does not only benefit those with 
depression, but can also be used to treat 
other conditions such as anxiety, addiction, 
and even physical disorders such as chronic 
pain. 

Mindfulness is one of the key aspects 
of Buddhist meditation, which aims to train 
the mind to focus on the present moment 
instead of becoming fixated on the past or 
the future. In this way, Buddhists hope to 
‘free’ the mind from thoughts of desire, 
judgement and self-image in order to find 
peace.

Meditation is found at the core of many 
of the world’s religions. It was practised by 

early Christian monks and it is a key part of 
Hindu tradition. The prophet Muhammad 
would often go to the mountains to meditate.

Mind, body and soul

Anything which helps people to cope with the 
symptoms of mental illness is great, say more 
sceptical psychiatrists; but the brain is a 
physical structure — the nervous system’s 
central organ — which runs on chemicals, 
hormones and electricity. If we want to find 
real cures, we will find them in conventional 
medicine.

Mental illness is not like physical 
illness, proponents of mindfulness respond, 
and it can’t always be approached in the 
same way. For centuries the mind has been 
seen as something separate from the body, 
although the two are obviously linked. It is 
narrow-minded to dismiss older, more 
traditional approaches to mental health.
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Scorched: Female koala, Anwen, recovering from burns at the Koala Hospital in Australia. © Getty

500 million animals dead in Australian fires
Is the crisis in Australia due

to climate change? Some

claim the bushfires are part

of natural cycles that have

occurred for millennia;

others say they are caused

by man-made global

warming.

The sky was orange with smoke when the
town of Mallacoota, Victoria, woke up on New
Year’s Eve.

For them, it wasn’t a festive day.
Instead, they had to take refuge on the beach
as bushfires swept the region.

By 9:30am, the fire was so close that
the smoke had blotted out the sun.

“There was this real feeling of
apocalyptic dread,” said Raphael Korman, a
camper from Melbourne. He and his wife
sheltered in his car from the toxic smoke.

“We could hear the fire roaring,” said a
resident. “We were all terrified for our lives.”

Since September, around six million
hectares of Australia have been destroyed,
exacerbated by temperatures of over 40ºC
and strong winds.

In the hardest-hit state of New South
Wales (NSW), an area twice the size of
Belgium, is scorched — four times bigger than
the worst of the fire damage in the Amazon
during last year.

So far, over 1,300 houses have been
destroyed and at least 24 people have died in
Australia. In the past week, thousands of
residents have been evacuated.

“We’re in uncharted territory,” the NSW
state Premier said.

Professor Chris Dickman, an ecologist
from Sydney University, calculated that even
using “deliberately conservative estimates”,
half a billion animals have died since
September. The true number may be much
higher.

Among the most affected are koalas,
that are highly flammable and slow-moving. It
is believed that over 8,000 of them – a third
of NSW’s koala population – have died in
under four months. Up to 30% of their habitat
is gone.

Australian bushfires have occurred for
thousands of years and are well-studied, with
four large events in the past century.
However, research has also shown that global
warming has made the situation worse.

Both scientists and politicians have
criticised the Australian government’s
inaction.

So far, Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison has been unwilling to discuss the
causes of the fires, saying “blame doesn’t
help anybody”.

“What is happening is a wake up call
for our governments to start making effective

contributions,” said Sydney’s lord mayor.
So, is the crisis in Australia chiefly due

to climate change?

A new normal?

Some say no. They argue that Australia has
always had bushfires, and this year’s event
isn’t that unnatural. Earth has gone through
many climate crises, including extreme
warming and cooling. Furthermore, weather
and climate patterns are complex, so it is
hard to say that the latest fires are chiefly
down to human activity. Australia’s wildlife
has survived fires before and will recover and
adapt once the burning stops.

But there are others who are convinced
that the man-made climate crisis is the key to
the severity of this year’s fires. The evidence
from independent ecologists shows that
bushfire conditions are now far more
dangerous than before, with longer fire
seasons, drought, drier fuels, drier soil and
record-breaking heat. These conditions are
caused to a greater or lesser extent by
human activity over the past century. We
can’t escape the fact that we are to blame.

https://theday.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
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