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Newsletter 
As we approach the final few days of term, at the end of the 2016/17 academic year, it is time to look back on the 
year at Ark Kings, and what a year it has been! 
 
In September we welcomed 120 Year 7 pupils to Kings, a full year group, testament to our building reputation in 
the local area and us becoming school of first choice for parents.  The Year 7 joining our family this September are 
oversubscribed, with more pupils applying than we have spaces for! 
 
In October we had a two day inspection by Ofsted which graded our school as ‘Good’.  The inspectors all            
commented on the friendly and polite welcome they received from pupils and staff alike, and acknowledged the 
huge progress we are making at Ark Kings. 
 
At Easter we finally moved into our new building which heralded a new era for Ark Kings.  After 50 years of being 
in the old building, not myself personally, the move to our new home has been a huge lift to pupils, staff and all 
that visit.  It is remarkable how the environment makes such a difference to the school  community. 
 
The final big news of our academic year is Ark Rose becoming part of Ark Kings from 1 September.  We are all   
incredibly excited by the opportunity this gives us in providing an exceptional education for our local community.  
In order to ensure the school and staff are prepared for this next stage of development of Ark Kings, there will be 
additional training at the start of September.  Therefore, pupils will return to school on Monday 18 September at 
8.25am 
 
As well as all of these large developments at ‘my school, your school, our school’, there has been an  improvement 
of standards and increase in expectations throughout the academic year.  We want pupils to do their very best in 
school and this is underpinned by our high expectations, whether that is to do with  behaviour, attendance,     
treating others with respect and decency, or working really hard in lessons and at home, to produce really high 
quality work.  Nothing in life is easy and these values of hard work, honesty and integrity are key to being success-
ful in life.  These are what I expect from my own children and from yours too. 
 
You will see in this Newsletter the wide variety of activities and opportunities we have at Ark Kings and I am proud 
to be leading a school where each individual pupil and member of staff are at the heart of the school.   
 
Finally, we would like to say goodbye and good luck to the following members of staff that will be leaving us at the 
end of term: 
 
Mark Dalton, Senior Vice Principal  -  Mark will be joining St. Albans as Acting Principal. 
Lucy Price, Head of PE - Lucy has secured a post closer to where she lives. 
Ed Colwell, Teacher of English - Ed will be moving to another school closer to where he grew up. 
Anna McKiernan- Anna has secured a post working abroad. 
 
We wish them all the best in the future. In September we will have several new members of staff  joining the Ark 
Kings family and you will be introduced to them in the next newsletter. 
 
Thank you for your continued support this year, have a safe and enjoyable summer holiday, and we will all look 
forward together to the next exciting year at Ark Kings. 
 
Roger Punton 
Principal 

July  2017 
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Year 11 Art Students 
Year Eleven Art students have worked tirelessly for the duration of their GCSE course.  With a starting point of 
‘Great and Small,’ for their ‘Portfolio’ work, students produced a wonderfully wide variety of personal responses, 
with thorough exploration of resources, media and techniques.  Good technical skill has been demonstrated 
through fine pencil work and detailed paintings.  Departures into printmaking and textiles was particularly useful 
and enjoyable for the majority of students.   

Following our Art trip to the Pitt Rivers Collection in Oxford, students began to record observations for their ‘Set 
Task,’ later, making connections to their ultimate intentions within the ten hour assessment.  Students experiment-
ed with the qualities of different processes including drawing, painting, photography, textiles, sculpture and the list 
goes on!  Students wisely worked to their strengths, and were able to present their personal responses, showing  
imagination, insight and above all, a passion for Art! 

I am so proud of each student, they should be really pleased with themselves and deserve to look back at their work 
with a strong feeling of achievement. 

Mrs. L Critchlow, Teacher i/c of Art & Design 
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Year 11—The end of the Ark Kings road…… 

On Friday the 30th of June, our Year 11 family rocked up to the Westmead Hotel, in their best 

suits and dresses, for their leavers prom. It was a truly fantastic night and everybody thoroughly 

enjoyed the night. The theme was masquerade, with the tables named as different gemstones. 

We had a wonderful 3 course dinner, alongside some quizzes for both staff and students, then      

followed by some great dancing especially from Emmanuel who was also awarded funniest   

student! Prom King and Queen were awarded to Ammar and Emma, alongside other awards  

voted for by the audience. Prom was an amazing night and I know it will be something which 

students will remember, from the laughing at the Mr Men and Little Madame awards given by Ms 

Redhead to the crying due to leaving. Prom will never be forgotten. Thanks to everyone who 

made the night fabulous and I know that it will stay with me forever!   

                                                Harriet Verona — Head Girl 

‘ 
 
 
I'd just like to say a little thank you to the staff at Ark Kings for helping the Year 11 family. The past year has definitely been 
tough on both staff and students.  
 
The students of 11A would like to say thank you to Mrs Jesmin for being their form tutor for the past couple of years. 
 
11B students would also like to say thank you to Mr McElwaine for  helping them through GCSE's and stress.  
 
As a whole family we wouldn't have made it through the year without Ms Redhead. All three teachers gave us students the tenacity 
to push through the stressful and demanding times. Without question, we also have to thank our subject teachers who worked their 
hardest to help push us to the best of our ability. Thank you all for aiding our futures and shaping us into amazing school leavers as 
we head onto great things. 
 
I also believe that we owe credit to the non-teaching support staff members, for supporting us. They should be recognised for 
their understanding and kindness by making students' rainy days better.  
 
One person, for the Year 11 family year after year, without a doubt, is Mrs Varley, her unconditional love and support must be   
recognised, as we emphasise how thankful, as a year, we are.’                                                   
                                                                                                                                                          Morgan  Rudd-Haymes 

Year 11 has been a very emotional 

roller coaster. There has been up's 

and there has been down's but Year 

11 has helped me grow in confidence, 

especially public speaking. For      

example the Application process of 

Head Boy to the time where I had to 

fill in for someone on the day of the 

expositions. These skills will help me 

when I pursue a career in the military 

police or the armed response unit as 

there will be a lot of speaking in front 

of people you know and if you mess 

up ..... embarrassing! Like I have said 

it has been a emotional roller coaster 

but it will be worth it on exam results 

day, 24th August 2017. 

Josh Kendall 
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‘My School, Your School, 

 

Student Newsletter Team  

                    ‘My School, Your School, Our Page!’ 

 Our Five tops tips for students! 

‘Be organised and always 

do your homework’       

                Sky Kirk 

‘Talk at the appropriate time 

and  listen to others’                  

              Grace Brosnan 

‘Attend school everyday and arrive to school and lessons on time’ 

Kianna Venables 

‘Make sure your uniform is perfect!’ 

Megan Greening 

‘Focus and concentrate on your 

work and always try your best’ 

Elliemae Beeson 

A message for the new year 6’s joining us in  September…….. 

Welcome to OUR school! 
 
Well, it’s YOUR school 
now, too. 
 
OUR school isn’t just a 
school, it is a society, a 
community of striving 
learners, who always 
have a positive attitude to 
their peers and those 
around them. 
 
Have fun learning! 
 
Omarrion Robinson-
Cunningham — 7A 

 

Ingredients 

100g Margarine 
100g Sugar 

1x Egg 
200g Plain Flour 

  1 tsp Vanilla Essence 
Extras: 

      100g Chocolate Chips 
     1 tsp Cinnamon & 50g 

Raisins 
Decoration: 

100g Icing Sugar 

Method 

* Grease Baking Trays. Preheat Oven To 180 oC. 
* Put Butter in Bowl. Mix in Sugar Until Fluffy Mixture. 
* Add Egg & Mix. 
* Sieve in Flour. Mix , then knead dough into ball. Refrigerate for 15 mins. 
* Flour Surface. Roll Dough (Not Too Thin). Use Cutters to Cut Shapes.        
* Place on Baking Tray. 
* Bake For 10mins. Leave to Cool On Wire Rack. Decorate & Enjoy! 

 
Recipe by Elliemae Beeson — 7A 

   Have a go at these and see how you get on. (Answers on back page) 

   Q: What has hands but cannot clap? 

  Q: What starts with the letter “t”, is filled with “t” and ends in “t”? 

    Q: What gets wetter and wetter the more it dries? 

   Q: Name four days of the week that start with the letter “t”? 

   Q: A cowboy rides into town on Friday, stays for three days, then  

        leaves on Friday. How did he do it? 
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 BOOK REVIEW 

 

The book is about a boy 
whose summer doesn’t go to 
plan!  

 

First he ends up losing one of his closest 
friends. However, at the end they become 
friends again. He gets a dog but the dog  
messes up the whole house. Then he camps out 
by a video game store to beat the line but in 
the morning, when they look if there is a line, 
there isn’t so there was no point in camping for 
the whole night!  

 

I liked this book because it was funny and I 
would recommend it to kids, teens and adults 
too. 

 

Review by Kyra Johns — 7A 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
(Dogs days!) 

Millionaire’s Club  

 

- Article on Year 7 transition 
The Guardian published a piece about year 7 students and advice on the transition to secondary 
school.  Two students from Ark schools took part in the interviews 

Tyrell Cobo-Brown, Ark Kings 

academy, Birmingham 

“Always be yourself. You will make friends, 

even if you don’t come up with many people 

from primary school. I came up with only a few 

friends and now I have lots . Also, if there is a 

deadline, always get your work done before 

that day, because if you leave it you might not 

finish it. And make sure you keep your study 

notes because it will help you to understand 

everything across the whole year for summer 

tests. Don’t see school as a bad thing: it helps you to get a job and it 

helps every day.” 

‘Been there, got the uniform’  Year 7 advice Moving on and nothing can stop 

them. 
They will miss their mates and are fretful about taking the 

train. We talk to year 6s starting big school after the sum-

mer and year 7s who say there’s no need to fear. 

By Liz Lightfoot and Rebecca Ratcliffe 

‘The older students were really helpful’  Year 6 worries 

Adam Qureshi is leaving Ark Franklin primary      

academy in Kensal Green, west London, for            

Westminster academy 

“My mum went to see Westminster academy and thought it was a good 

school and after I got picked I went to see it and I really liked it. I liked 

the way the headteacher was confident and seemed nice, just like our 

headteacher. I’m not worried about going to a bigger school because 

when I visited, the older students were really helpful. And they showed 

me how to use the laptops. I love maths and I’m looking forward to  

doing more of that but I’ll miss the outdoor learning here, growing 

plants and using the climbing equipment. I feel confident about moving 

but I’ll miss this school.” 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Tyrell for a great interview! 
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Getting to know our new members of staff….. 
 

What do you think about our new school and how are you liking your new job?  

Students are very privileged to  have such a good learning environment and facilities.  So far I am loving my 

new job and the students at Ark Kings are polite and respectful and have made me feel very welcome. 

What does a Student Support Manager do? 

A Student Support Manager looks after welfare and pastoral care of students. They also address any behav-

iour and attendance issues there may be. 

 

If  you weren’t doing this job what other career would you have liked? 

A midwife. 

 

What was your favourite subject when you were at school and why? 

My favourite subject was maths because I was good at maths. I enjoyed cooking too as that was fun and I   

also found history very interesting as I enjoyed learning about different kings and queens.  

 

Do you have any hidden talents? 

I can tap dance.  I used to be part of a dance school.  

What do you do in the school holiday and what is your favourite sort of holiday?  

During the school holidays I like to catch up with friends and chill out and go for lunch.  Most of my friends 

are teachers so that works really well as they are normally off too. I also like to travel and enjoy a very chilled 

out holiday. 

 

What is your favourite T.V. program and why? 

I like all cooking programs but I especially love Bake Off as you see a process and how hard people work to 

achieve great results. I learn a lot from it too.  

 

What couldn’t you live without? 

I couldn’t live without my family and friends. 

     What is your job at our school and do you enjoy it? 

     My job here at Ark Kings is as Careers Advisor. I absolutely love it as I really enjoy working with young people. 

  

 

    Where did you work and what did you do before this job as Careers Advisor? 

    I have had various  jobs over my working career, the last job before this one was an Employment Training        

   Officer. 

 

 

    When you were my age, were you particularly good at anything at school and what did you enjoy doing most? 

     I was fairly good at Art and History but I enjoyed English the most! 

 

 

     When you were growing up what career did you want? 

                                                               I really had no idea what I wanted to be at that age, although my parents were dead set on me becoming  

                                                              A  nurse or midwife.  I didn’t but my sister did so I suppose that made up for it. 

  

 

     What is your favourite season and why? 

     Autumn I think because schools are  very busy and very excited as Christmas is just around the corner. 

 

 

    What one item would you take on a desert  island with you and why? 

     That would have to be my tablet  as I would have all the films and music I enjoy downloaded on it.  If I couldn’t     

     take my tablet , it would have to be Maya Angelou’s autobiographical sequence, (5 books) beginning with ‘ I   

     know why caged birds sing’ which is my favourite! 

 

 

    What makes you happy and what makes you sad? 

     My family make me very happy and unfortunately all the bad things that are going on in the world at the  

     moment such as bullying and terrorism make me sad. 

      

 

                                                             If you had the choice to go anywhere in the world where would you choose? 

                                                             That would definitely by Canada. 

  

Mrs. F. Higgins 

School Careers  

Advisor 

 

Interviewed by: 

Sky Kirk—7D & 

Grace Brosnan—7D  

 

Ms. L. Wardley 

Student Support 

Manager—Year 10 

 

Interviewed by: 

Megan Greening—7 C 

& 

Kianna Venables—7 
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Our new library is now open  

Our New Library 

 

Since moving into the new build, staff and students 
have been so excited about one thing in particular – 
our brand new library! The new library space is        
spacious, open and bright, and the perfect environ-
ment for reading and quiet study. We have been very 
fortunate to also receive funding from The Phoenix 
Group, who have provided us with new books and 
equipment to support reading at Ark Kings. 

 

Mrs Trombley and her trusty team of Student           
Librarians have worked hard to make the space spick 
and span and ready for our new readers. They have 
arranged the books, created new labels and now even 
have a programme of events on each lunch time to  
provide fun opportunities for pupils. You can also pop 
in at break, lunch or after school to take an accelerated 
reader quiz and score some points on your way to the 
millionaire’s club. 

 

The library is full of exciting new books for students to 
read. Why not pop in and take one out? Remember, 
you should have a book with you at all times as part of 
your equipment. Happy reading Ark Kings! 

 

Miss C. Jones,  

Director of English and Literacy 
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EVENTS & TRIPS  
Holiday at Home Event at Phoenix Group 

50 old aged pensioners from the local community were invited to take part in different activities during 
the day and the choir were asked to provide some musical entertainment in the afternoon. They          
performed a selection of well-known songs that many in the audience recognised as well as some       
contemporary songs as well. Mr Bull also played the piano for a sing-along before the choir started. The 
choir sounded fantastic and their confidence levels have grown since their last performance at Phoenix at 
Christmas. They all enjoyed the visit and will look forward to returning very soon. Thanks also to Mr 
Sankersingh who played the guitar and piano along with Mr Bull and Mr Portlock who led the singers for 
the performance. 

Textiles Workshop at BCU 
 

On Thursday 22nd June     

21 singers from Year 7-10 

visited the Phoenix Group 

HQ in Wythall to sing in 

their ‘Holiday at Home’ 

event.  

A group of Y10 Art students visited BCU to take 

part in a really exciting Textiles Workshop and 

to view the South Area Network Art Exhibition, 
plus a sneak peek at the Degree Show! 

Ark Kings students created numerous beautiful 

designs with an ink transfer process using a 

heat press.  It was a real privilege to be able to 

work in the textiles studio with such specialist 

equipment.   This is the fourth year we have 
taken part in these workshops at BCU and 

once again, we had a wonderful time and can’t 

wait to be invited back in the future!  We would 

like to extend a big thank you to Miss Hulme 

for driving us through Birmingham.   

Mrs Critchlow, Teacher i/c o Art & Design 

I personally really enjoyed 
the workshop because it 
was really fun making the 
designs and transferring 
them to fabric using the 
heat press.  I was        
fascinated by how the 
colours became so much 
brighter from the paper 
to the fabric. 

Samantha Hill 

I enjoyed the textiles workshop because I had fun and I learnt how to make interesting      
effects using the heat press.  We painted designs on paper and heat pressed them onto       
fabric.  Overall I had fun experimenting with new techniques.      

Chloe Davies 

Today I went to Birmingham School of Art  at BCU where I had a look 
at the exhibition.  It was inspiring to see everybody’s different styles of 
work.  Then, we spent time creating abstract art using heat to transfer 
our designs to fabric.  Abstract art is out of my comfort zone, however, 
I feel that my design turned out great and I enjoyed using the heat press 
and ink as a new medium.   

Chloe Suzuki 
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Ark Schools Massed Choir Rehearsal 

On Friday 23rd June a small group of singers from Years 8-10 accompanied by Mr Bull attended the Ark 
Schools Massed Choir Rehearsal at Cecil Sharp House, Camden in London. They were practising with the  
other Ark   Secondary Schools the programme for the  Music Gala to be held on Friday 30th June in the     
Barbican Centre in London. They learnt a varied  selection of genres of music including an African Song, A 
Michael Jackson Medley and some opera music. The rehearsal gave our students an opportunity to sing with 
others across the Ark Network in 3 part harmony in sectional rehearsals as well as in a full run-through with 
an Ark Schools Student Orchestra. All our students worked very hard for the day and they enjoyed singing 
together. We now look forward to the gala on the 30th June in front of a very large audience. For many this 
will be the biggest audience they have ever sung in front of and what a  venue to perform. 

Ark Schools Music Gala in the Barbican Centre 
 

On Friday 30th June 13 students went to London to practice and perform in the Ark Schools Music Gala 
in the Barbican Centre. They travelled by coach with students from Ark Boulton and Ark St Albans and 
spent the afternoon practising as part of the 600 singers in the Massed Choir. For some It was the first 
chance to sing in a big Concert Hall in front of so many people in the audience and they all enjoyed it    
immensely. It was a long day with all the travelling but for many they will remember the event for years 
to come and feel proud of their achievements.  

Thank you to Mr Bull, Mr Portlock, Mr Sankersingh and Miss Marsh for accompanying our choir to the 
event. 
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Reading on the Lawn and Nature Walk 

 

Reading on the Lawn with The Phoenix Group 

 

The sun was shining on Wednesday 5th July as ten Ark Kings Academy         
students joined the Phoenix Group Reading Partners for a morning of ‘Reading 
on the Lawn’ at their Birmingham headquarters in Wythall. It was a fantastic 

opportunity for our pupils to practise their reading; something which we’re 
passionate about as an academy. Students then completed a nature walk in the 
Wythall grounds and were very excited to be presented with gift bags and  

either a revision guide or a new book to read over the summer holidays. Our 
pupils enjoyed the morning so much that before they left, they asked the 

Reading Partners whether they could return again in September!  

Thank you to our Reading Partners and The Phoenix Group for creating such a 

memorable morning of reading for our students. 

 

Miss V.  Sharp ,  Teacher of English 
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'On the 5th of July, four students from KS3 had the privilege of going to one of the most           
prestigious universities of the country, University College London, for the Super Science Challenge 
Day. Along with students from other Ark Schools, our students took part in a range of activities 
and watched an explosive Science Show led by one of the professors of UCL. 

Our students team working and communication skills were challenged as they had to work with   
other students from other schools to complete lab based challenges producing sulfur and          
separating substances with minimum intervention and help from adults in the lab. Our students 
were not threatened by this, they used their problem solving skills to come up with solutions to 
successfully complete the task.  

 

Keeley in Year 7 said 'This was a fascinating day which has inspired me to 
take part in more Science activities!'  

Summer in Year 7 said 'It was an exciting day where my thinking skills were   
challenged!' 

Our students were excellent ambassadors of Ark Kings Academy.' 

 

Mrs Jesmin, Teacher of  science 

 

Ark Super Science Challenge Day 
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 Activities during Assessment Week 

 

Year 10 GCSE Geography Trip to Carding Mill Valley 

Our students impressed us yet again during 
assessment week with their focused approach 
to study and their excellent  conduct in assess-
ments. We look forward to celebrating their 
achievements in the end of year achievement 
assembly! We were pleased to see so many 
students taking advantage of the range of   
activities that staff led during the extended 

lunch break.  

It's so important to take breaks from revision 
and work, and the many activities such as   
yoga, scrabble and chess really helped us all 

to relax and recharge!         

Ms K. Marshall, Assistant Principal  

(Curriculum & Assessment)                                                                 

On Thursday 13th July 2017, 17 Year 10 GCSE Geography students 
descended on Carding Mill Valley, Church Stretton, Shropshire to 
spend the day in the sunshine conducting their physical geography 
fieldwork. The aim was to collect data to support and test hypothe-
ses set in class, ready to then come back and analyse the data    
collected. This trip forms part of the compulsory fieldwork that all 
GCSE Geography students must undertake. The students were 
split into two groups to maximise the data collected and worked 
efficiently together to conduct their investigations. All the students 
enjoyed the opportunity to actually get into the river and use a  
variety of fieldwork techniques taught to them beforehand in 
school. It was a real pleasure watching them working so well in 
their groups as they went about organising how they were going to 
collect their data. All in all it was a very successful day had by all 
and we look forward to now analysing the data and seeing if their 
hypotheses turn  out to be true. 

 

Mr M Hunt, Director of Humanities 
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Last week 50 year 8 pupils embarked on a two-night residential trip to France. We set off at 6am and 

travelled to Boulogne in the North of France via coach and ferry. It was an amazing trip and pupils 

experienced a range of different activities. We visited Boulogne’s World War I Commonwealth     

Cemetery and looked around the old town, including the cathedral and the city walls. Pupils got a 

chance to practise their French in shops and cafés and had a great time on the beach and in the sea. 

There were also visits to Nausicaa aquarium and a local chocolate factory where pupils learnt about chocolate          

production and  sampled some of the delicious chocolate! The staff were very impressed by the maturity of the pupils 

and it was lovely to eat together in our 2-star hotel. For many pupils, it was their first time out of the UK and therefore 

a fantastic opportunity to experience and learn about a new culture whilst broadening their horizons. Thank you to 

Miss McKiernan, Mr Hands, Mr Bali, Mr Iliff and Miss Busby for all their help and support. Thanks also to parents and   

carers for their help in preparing pupils for the trip.  

Mr Brocklebank, Head of Modern Foreign Languages  

Year 8 visit Boulogne-Sur-Mer             

 

Kings visit to World Para Athletic  Championships      

On 16th July, 13 pupils from key stage 3 were chosen to 
attend the World Para Athletic Championships at Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park in London. The pupils selected had            
consistently showed high levels of effort, engagement and 
resilience in PE lessons. 

We arrived at the Olympic stadium to a variety of events 
already underway. Pupils behaviour was impeccable and 
they were a credit to the school and themselves. The      
maturity they showed when asking questions about the 
different barriers the athletes had to participating in     
physical activity was superb. The quality of athletics on 
show was excellent, we saw 3 world records broken and 
several new championship records set. A particular      
highlight for the pupils was the men's T44 discus (athletes 
with one  below knee amputation or similar performance 
difficulties) and men's T11 long jump (athletes who are 
blind or have severe visual impairment).  

Mr C. Smith, Teacher of PE 

 

Jamie Howell "I didn't think they would throw the discus 
as far as they did".  

Summer Hasker "I was amazed at what the athletes could 
do and felt bad for some of the athletes who made a       
mistake and were disqualified".  
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Parent Forum Summer BBQ 
On Friday 14th July the Parent Forum hosted the first ever BBQ for our Ark Kings family. This was a fantastic event, and 
one of the best attended events at Ark Kings to date. Due to the success of the BBQ we hope to put on more events to  
enable parents, pupils and staff come together in a positive atmosphere. If you attended the event, the Parent Forum 
would really appreciate your feedback,. Please use this link to answer a short questionnaire: goo.gl/oH6dhg. 

The story behind the Parent Forum BBQ 

When the Parent Forum first met in December, we set a goal to hold a positive event for parents to enjoy with their    
children. The purpose behind this was to give all parents the opportunity to meet the friendly staff at our school in a 
more relaxed atmosphere than a parents evening or information event. The Parent Forum hoped that this would show-
case the committed staff that really care about your children and go above and beyond for them every day.  

The Parent Forum meet each half term, it is vital that as many parents/carers join us in September as possible to         
improve the impact we have. The first meeting will be Tuesday 26th September at 4pm. 

The dedicated BBQ planning team first met back in April, this included Helen from the Phoenix Group and Wayne and 
Claire from Cityserve, who are the catering service for the school. The Phoenix group kindly donated money for the     
family day out vouchers which were won in the prize draw on the day by: Thomas Poole, Ben Tarpey, Nazia Ayub and 
Jack Yardley. Cityserve brought their professional BBQ unit, and put on a menu of: Chicken Rice and Peas, Vegetarian 
Chilli and Nachos, Hotdogs, Homemade Burgers and Ice Cream. They also trained up 13 students who applied to be chefs 
for the day by letter of application and interview process.  

 

Year 10: Sumaya, Salma, Neneh, Chloe Suzuki, Tarnin, Jon Barry 

Year 9:  Adam Williams, Josh Dyke, Mackenzie Mullings 

Year 8: Deacon Singleton, Kyle Allen, Bradley Kent Reagan Hawkins 

Each form put on a stall or activity to keep the guests entertained. These included ‘Welly Wanging’, ‘The Unrideable bike’, 
‘I’m an Ark Kings Student get me out of here’, Origami, ‘Positive Change’, ‘Hook a fish’ , ‘Beat the Goalie’ and CPR training. 
Winners of the stalls were announced on the day and won medals. We also had Karaoke hosted with great talent by Ark 
Kings Ambassador Reece Chance. The Air Ambulance stall was very popular with guest learning about what their charity 
does. Local colleges also had stands for parents to enquire about options for their child’s future. The Year 7 Band          
Musicianship showcase took place in the hall, where each pupil performed in a very professional manner.  

Overall the BBQ was a huge success, we hope to see you at a family event hosted by the Parent Forum in the near future. 
A special thanks in particular goes to parents Michelle Ellis, Leanne O’Donnell and Amanda Williams for their dedication 
to the BBQ planning and preparation.  

Laura Redhead, Parental Engagement Lead 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday 21st July 2017   - End of Summer 2Term  at 12.15 

Monday 24th July—Friday 15th September 2017 is Summer holidays 

Monday  18th September 2017 - Start of Autumn1 Term for students 

Wednesday 20th September 2017  -  Open Evening for Prospective Parents  

                                                                              (5.00—7.00 pm) 

Wednesday 18th October 2017 - Open Evening for Prospective Parents  

                                                                              (5.00—7.00 pm) 

Friday 20th October 2017  - End of Autumn1 Term  for students 

Monday 23rd October—Friday 27th October 2017 is Autumn half term  

Monday 30th October 2017  - Start of Autumn2 Term for students 

Friday 8th December 2017  - INSET Day (no students in school) 

Friday 22nd December 2017  - End of Autumn2 Term for students 

Monday 25th December—Friday 5th January 2018 is Christmas holidays 

 

Notices 

SnapMaps: the new app within Snapchat  

It seems like each week there is another app raising a safeguarding 
concern. Last week Snapchat, used regularly by many children and 
young people, launched a new feature called SnapMaps which allows 
users to see the exact location of their contacts. This feature also    
allows others to accurately pinpoint where you are.  

Although safeguarding staff don't use these apps on a regular basis, if 
we are to protect children, we need to have at least a working 
knowledge of the risks and you may also want to bring the risks to the 
attention of your pupils, parents & staff.  

There are three possible privacy settings:  

• Ghost mode, where only you can see your position; 

• My Friends mode, where any contact can see your location; and 

      Select Friends mode, just those who you choose can see you 

Snapchat released the update saying ‘We’ve built a whole new 
way to explore the world! See what’s happening, find your 
friends, and get inspired to go on an adventure!’ You will be 
able to see exactly where your Snapchat friends are hanging 
out and what they are doing there if they have shared it as a 
story. If you pinch the screen, your location will be shown.’  

Whilst this sounds an exciting enhancement it does allow   
people to track you and this means that anyone that you are 
linked to on Snapchat could locate exactly where you are, 
which building you are in and exact whereabouts within the 
building. Whilst this has some use it can also be misused,   
especially as young people may not be as discerning about 
which friends they allow access.  

Childnet have produced a fact sheet that may help that is  
available at  

http://www.childnet.com/blog/introducing-snap-maps-the-new-location-
sharing-feature-in-snapchat  

   

   ANSWERS 

A: A clock 

A: A teapot 

A: A Towel 

A: Tuesday, Thursday, today, and 

tomorrow. 

A: His horse’s name was Friday. 

Reading over the summer  

take part in our Big Holiday 

We’ve teamed up with Scholastic 
Book Clubs to create our Big Holiday 
Read - a sponsored read for children 
to take part in by themselves over 
the summer holidays 

You don't need to do  
anything - just let pupils 
and parents know about 
www.bigholidayread.org. 

They sign up directly and all the    
money is raised via Just Giving.       
Pupils read what they want - from 
comics to classics, books to blogs. 
There's lots of inspiration at          
Scholastic Book Clubs - where you 
can earn free books for your school 
too! 

By taking part in our individual 

sponsored read, kids will be raising 

money to send much-needed books 

and storytellers to children spend-

ing their summer holidays stuck in 

hospital - click here to see a video 

about how the money makes a   

difference. Plus each child who 

takes part will be entered into a 

draw to win your school a visit 

from top author and Tom 

Gates creator Liz Pichon! 

If you have any queries, please call 
us on 01453 839005.  

in partnership with  
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