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Newsletter 
 
The start of the academic year is always very busy and this year is no exception with us becoming an all-through 
school from Reception to Year 11.  We are still a ‘small school’ but now a ‘bigger family’, with new pupils and new 
members of staff. 
 
We would like to welcome the following new staff to Ark Kings: 
 
  Primary Phase       Secondary Phase 
 
•   Ms. Sutherland- Dodd, Reception Teacher  •   Mr. Smallwood, Student Support Manager 
•   Ms. Wilkin, Reception Teacher   •   Ms. Ali, Data Officer- Attendance and Admissions 
•   Ms. Weston, Year 1 Teacher    •   Mr. Sallis, Teacher of Science 
•   Ms. Gabbitas, Year 2 Teacher    •   Ms. Sanchez, Teacher of Science  
•   Ms. McKenzie Ward, Year 2 Teacher   •   Mr. Sharma, Teacher of Maths 
•   Ms. Clewer, Year 3 Teacher     •   Ms. Lloyd, Teacher of PE 
•   Ms. Beckett, Year 3 Teacher     •   Mr. Weston, Teacher in charge of D and T 
•   Ms. Hadley, Year 4 Teacher    •   Ms. Cole, Teacher of English 
•   Mr. Aslam, Year 5 Teacher     •   Ms. Vainker, Teacher of English 
•   Mr. Blackman, Year 5 Teacher    •   Ms. Leadham, Teacher of English 
•   Ms. Cain, SENCO Assistant    •   Ms. Coton, Teacher of Geography 
•   Ms. Broad, Student Support Manager  •   Ms. Wood, Teacher of History 
•   Ms. Robinson, AHT Inclusion   •   Mr. Dockery, Reprographics 
•   Ms. Ayling, Acting AHT Culture and Ethos 
 
 
We are now full in all year groups in the secondary phase with very few spaces available in the primary phase.  This 

increase in numbers has caused us a few teething problems for example the speed of the queues at lunch and break 

time but we have adapted the systems and things are much more efficient now! 

I am pleased how well the Year 5 & 6 pupils have settled in to life at ‘Big Kings’, and how quickly they have adapted 

to new systems, staff and expectations. 

‘Little Kings’ had a ‘facelift’ over the summer holiday as that it was all newly painted and the Reception outdoor 

learning area has been improved. 

Year 11 pupils have returned with a real maturity to studies and have much hard work this academic year.  

Indeed, regardless of year group, all pupils need to come to school every day, with a positive attitude so they work 

towards our mission of: 

At Ark Kings Academy, every student will make excellent progress, develop outstanding character 

and be successful in life, education and employment. 

I hope you have a good half term break and look forward to pupils returning on Monday 30 October at normal 
time.  The first half term has been good but let’s make the next one even better, together. 

 
Roger Punton 
Principal 

October  2017 
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Ark Kings support World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

On Friday 29 September Ark Kings took part in the World’s Biggest Coffee 

Morning to support Macmillan Cancer Support. The Year 5 children in 

Macmillan Class were superb hosts and the school raised a grand total of 

£253.16. 

A big thank you to all staff and parents that donated cakes and to the year 

5 & 6 parents that came along to school to support this event. 

 
EVENTS & TRIPS  

NHS Careers Fair   

Year 10 and 11 students had the fantastic opportunity 

to explore a range of different careers available in the 

NHS at the NHS Careers Fair. All students behaved 

impeccably and represented the academy in an 

outstanding manner. They engaged well with the 

different exhibitors and got valuable insight into the 

qualifications needed for their desired careers. Well 

done to all who attended. 

 

Mr Hands 

Head of Careers Development 

Ark Kings Academy Apprenticeship   

This Thursday year 11 students had a wonderful 

mentoring meeting with their mentors from different 

businesses in Birmingham. They discussed their future 

aspirations, and set goals for the year ahead, looking at 

how best to balance free time and hobbies with 

studying and exams. It was a superb session, well done 

and thank you to all involved. 

 

 

Mr Hands 

Head of Careers Development 

Mentoring Programme 
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TEDx Youth@Brum 
 

 The Brilliant Club Launch 

On Monday, 16th October 12 students from year 9 and 10 visited the University of Nottingham to attend the 
launch event for the Brilliant Clubs Scholars programme. The students took part in 4 sessions, which included a 
tour of the campus, a study skills session, a session with university students and most importantly, their first 
tutorial with their university tutor. In this session, the pupils were given the topic they will be studying entitled 
“What’s in a name? Labour and the working class”. The students will now have 6 further sessions in school, 
where they will be developing their own knowledge and thoughts on this topic and then will finish the 
programme by writing a 2000 word essay on this.  

Students will be graded using the university grading system, so that they can have a 
full university experience! The venue for the day was in the great hall of the 
university, which is where the graduation ceremonies take place and the students 
were very impressed by the university, commenting on how large the campus was 
and how good the facilities were! The students are now looking forward to 
completing their work on the topic and attending their graduation ceremony in 
early 2018. 

 

Mrs Brown 
Lead Teacher for the Brilliant Club 

TEDx Youth@Brum: Review 

I loved TEDx Youth@Brum because I got to listen to other people’s inspiring stories about how they conquered 
their fears and how each of them found their bravery and courage to make their dream a reality and be very 
successful in life. Each of their stories are very inspiring. The performances that I really loved were the, “The 
Rogue Play” “Key Infinity” and “Kioko”. These performances helped me gain confidence and courage. 

 This event gave a clear idea of what I want to do in future, 
and how hard I must work to become successful in life. In life, 
there are a lot of things you get to experience and after this 
event, I have a clear vision about my future. You can do 
anything in life. Besides all the different activities and TEDx 
talks there, I really enjoyed the dance. The Kioko 
band sure rocked the house! Got to meet very 
famous people who made the impossible 
possible. In future, I hope I get to 
attend one of these TEDx Youth talks, 
performances and activities again. 

 

By: Abbas Naqvi 

Year 11 Student 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOoNua2_zWAhUB2RQKHQDwDlMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebrilliantclub.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3fQrcCPmqn3fY5GWwd43f0&ust=1508503390235319
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 TEDx Youth@Brum 

I also learnt that people who are in 
worst situations make the best out of 
them. This has shown me that no 
matter how bad you think your life 
has become, there is someone worse 
off in the world. This has inspired me 
to fight through my struggles and I 
would hope that everyone else would. 
Being in horrible situations is part of 
life but we learn a lot from them and 
we cannot let them get in the way of 
our lives and what we want to do.  

To add to this, I also learnt about 
gender stereotypes and what we 
perceive as innocence in fearing the 
mind of the younger generation from 
a very early age, possibly springs 
from the abuse we see every day as 
result of our genders. Boys are made 
to believe that being a boy is an 
excuse but in actuality is far from the 
truth. 

Girls are seen as having a rosier life and 
are kept away from the violence and 
wrong doing of our every day life as they 
are seen as innocent and smaller. These 
stereotypes were established in children 
through simple imagery such as clothes 
and toys and may contribute to 
wrongdoing in later life. 

 These are merely 3 lessons I learnt from 
my experience at TEDx Youth@Brumand 
I learnt so much more. It was a 
memorable experience and worth 
cherishing. I have experienced a lot of 
hardship in my life but this has inspired 
me to ignore those who are trying to 
bring me, and society, collectively down. 
I would recommend attending one of 
these events at least once in your life to 
get a feel of modern social and political 
issues and learn new things in a much 
more interesting fashion. 

By: Jake Smith 
Year 11 Student 

Inspired Poem - “To The Unknown” by Chloe Suzuki 

The Lessons I've learnt from TEDx Youth@Brum 

When I attended the TEDx Youth@Brum event on Wednesday 11th October 2017, I learnt a great many lessons. In 
the writing, I will talk about all of them. The most obvious lesson I’ve learnt is to be myself and not let other 
external elements and people define me and my characteristics. This will allow me to reach my true potential and 
achieve what I want regardless of what other people have to say about it. The most prominent quote I heard at the 
conference was, “There is a fine line between crazy and courageous.” This single quote means so much and has 
inspired me to listen to myself and carry on with what I’m doing regardless of downgrading opinions. 

Dear ‘x’, 
We are much alike, you do not know I am speak-
ing of you at this very moment, but,  
 
Dear ‘x’ 
We went to the same school, where we learnt the 
same subjects, and learnt about our world, how 
Geography taught us its structures. But Geogra-
phy couldn’t teach us how cruel it is. 
 
Dear ‘x’ 
We were both born a cub, raised by the mouth 
and paws of a lioness, out of a pride we called our 
own 
family, they watch us grow with time 
they watch bloom with age, but they can’t see how 
we, but mainly you, are hurting over and over 
again. 
 
I apologise for listening to everybody else. For 
what rumours, I didn’t know ripped you from the 
inside. Tore you apart, from what he said, and she 
said, and they said. Now realising it was all lies, 
I’d like to let you know you are brave for, cleaning 
the wounds, we scarred you with, mostly on your 
own. 

Standing up for yourself when there was nobody close to 
you like home 
 
Understanding responsibility was the least I can do, 
 
Because, Dear ‘x’ 
There is a light in you, radiant and free, loved by thee. 
You thought me to be brave even when its dark, even 
when I blew out the match. 
 
I know how to fight back, to tackle the bad that once was 
in me, To make sure people accept defeat, without hav-
ing to bleed, although violence has never been a trait of 
mine. 
My bad habits will never define,  how you, ‘x’ inspire me 
to be divine. 
 
So, to finish off 
Dear ‘x’, I salute everything good you do, 
and admire your strength to what you have went through 
I am still an adolescent, you are a woman. 
You have a sword of steel while mine is still wooden. 
 
Dear ‘x’ 
Know your worth, a fiery lioness inside,  let your spirit 
never die. 
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 TEDx Youth@Brum - Photos 



 

                                                       Aspire. Expect. Achieve. Together. 

 TEDx Youth@Brum - Sketches 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday 20th October 2017  - End of Autumn1 Term  for students 

Monday 23rd October—Friday 27th October 2017 is Autumn half term  

Monday 30th October 2017  - Start of Autumn2 Term for students 

Friday 8th December 2017  - INSET Day (no students in school) 

Friday 22nd December 2017  - End of Autumn2 Term for students 

Monday 25th December—Friday 5th January 2018 is Christmas holidays 

Monday  8th January 2018  - INSET Day (no students in school) 

Tuesday 9th January 2018  - INSET Day (no students in school) 

Wednesday 10th January 2018 - Start of Spring1 Term for students 

Friday 16th February 2018  - End of Spring1 Term for students 

Monday 19th February—Friday 23rd February 2018 is Spring half term 

Monday 24th February 2018  - Start of Spring2 Term for students 

 

Notices 

Band Ambassadors – Open to all year 
groups ( by Audition ) who will then form 
a band that meet weekly  ready to play at 
events in and out of school. 

Phoenix Singers  - Open to all year groups 
to come and sing together regularly after 
school 3.30-4.30pm  

Music Enrichment Activities  
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The school now only operates on a cashless payment 

system so we don’t physically handle any cash. Students 

can bring in their money and add it to the Biometric 

payment system to add credit to their accounts. They can 

add their money at the start of the day, at break time or 

at dinner time. They can then purchase items at break 

time and at dinner time and their account will be debited 

accordingly.  

 

To give you some guidance, all the items sold a break 

time are 50p per item, these range from toast, crumpets, 

bagels, pancakes etc. drinks however are priced 

individually, depending on what the drink is. 

 

For students eligible for free school meals, their free 

school meal allowance of £2.25 for Primary years 5 & 6 

and £2.10 for Secondary years will be added to their 

account after break time allowing them to use the full 

amount for a balanced free school meal at lunch time. If 

your child requires food before school or at break times 

then they will have to bring in additional money from 

home and add it to their account. Alternatively, they can 

bring a snack and drink from home to have at break 

time. They will not be allowed to use the free school meal 

allowance to buy anything at break. 

 

The free school meal allowance does not carry over to 

the next day nor can it be transferred to another 

students account. 

 

We hope this makes things a little clearer but if you have 

any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school 

office. 

Students, parents and staff can rest assured that the 
fingerprint images cannot be used by any other 
source for identification purposes. The system uses 
an image of the finger to create a mathematical 
algorithm and then discards the finger image; only 
the numbers remain and these cannot be 
reinterpreted back into a finger image. 

Why do you need to take my child’s finger 

image? 

 

By taking an image of your child’s finger we can 

turn this information into a digital signature.  

 

 Can finger images be used by any other 

agency? 

 

No, the software we use turns your child’s finger 

image in to a mathematical algorithm. The image of 

the finger is then discarded. The information that is 

stored cannot be used to recreate an image of the 

child’s finger. 

 

What happens when my child leaves the 

School? 

 

When a student leaves school all data can be deleted 

very easily. 

   

How does it work? 

 

When the child places his/her finger on the scanner, 

the software matches their finger   image with the 

unique digital signature held in the database. 


