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Newsletter 

We are finishing our spring term today with much to celebrate and reflect upon.  This newsletter is full 
of articles about events which pupils have participated. 

 

Time passes so quickly in school and it is a year since we moved into our brand-new building!  At the 
start of September, we became an all-through school with Year 5 and Year 6 pupils, moving to the 
secondary building.  We are now oversubscribed in Years 7, 8 and 9, along with next years’ Year 7.  I am 
very proud of the continued improvement of Ark Kings and this is down to the continued hard work of 
staff, pupils and support of parents. 

 

During this term I have been especially pleased with the efforts of our Year 6 and Year 11 pupils, 
preparing themselves for their upcoming external SATS and GCSE’s. In the coming weeks hard work is 
vital, not only for those year groups but for all. 

 

Attendance this term has also improved and is above the national average.  As you know, attending 
school every day is a cornerstone to success in school, by making great progress, and achieving success. 

 

At the end of this term we are saying goodbye to Ms Redhead, Mrs Weston and Miss Gabbitas.  We wish 
them well in their new schools and thank them for their work at Kings. Mrs Critchlow will be starting 
her maternity leave from the summer term and will return during the next academic year. 

 

As you know, Ms Gregson joined Ark Kings last year as Acting Head of Primary to support the 
amalgamation of Kings and Rose.  Having successfully transitioned Rose to Kings, in September she will 
be resuming her staff development role as Network Lead for Teaching and Learning in Birmingham.  In 
this post, Ms Gregson will continue to support Ark Kings Primary, building on the progress that the 
school has made over the last year.  I would like to thank Ms Gregson for all the work that she has done 
at Ark Kings and I look forward to continuing to work with her in her new role. 

I am very pleased to let you know that, from September, Mrs Brasenell, will be taking up the role as 
Primary Headteacher at Ark Kings Academy.  Mrs Brasenell is currently the Primary Headteacher at Ark 
Victoria Academy in Small Heath.  Having set up a successful all-through school, Mrs Brasenell will 
bring with her a wealth of experience in embedding an all-through school ethos as well as continuing to 
drive up standards. 

Mrs Brasenell also has in depth experience of school building projects which will be hugely beneficial as 
we continue to develop plans for the new primary building at Ark Kings.  We hope to have more detail 
about this new building during the summer term and will update staff and parents as these plans 
progress 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I wish you a enjoyable Easter break. 
 
 
 
Roger Punton 
Principal 

March 2018 

             

 



 

                                                       Aspire. Expect. Achieve. Together. 

  The Brilliant Club - Scholars Programme 

Since October 2017, 12 students from year 9 and 10 have been working hard to complete the 

scholars programme. Their topic was on politics and had a title of “What’s in a name? Labour 

and the working class”. Together with their university tutor, Luke-John Davies the students 

were taken on a journey through the history of the Labour party and were challenged to par-

ticipate in university style seminars. Through the tutorial sessions, they learnt about public 

speaking, debates, writing skills and writing university style essays. The programme required 

them to complete an essay that would be marked according to university standards about the 

question “Should Labour still be the party of the working class?”.  

8 students successfully completed the programme and submitted a final essay for marking. On 

Saturday 3rd February, 4 students and their parents were able to attend the graduation event 

at the University of Warwick. During their visit they were able to participate in a lecture, take 

a tour of the campus, speak to current students and finally celebrate their achievements by 

attending their own graduation ceremony. I am very proud to be able to share with you the 

results of the 8 students who completed this programme below, together with a photograph of 

the 4 students who were able to attend the graduation celebration.  

 

Olivia Agbe, year 10 - 78%, First Class  

Jamie-Ray Chandler, year 10 - 73% - First Class 

Dean Binuyo, year 10 - 70% - First Class 

Heather Neath-Martin - 67%, year 9 - Upper Sec-

ond Class (2:1)  

Charlie Hockell, year 10 - 63% - Upper Second 

Class (2:1) 

Amal Ibrahim, year 10 - 59% - Lower Second 

Class (2:2) 

Katriana Lightfoot, year 10 - 55% - Lower Second 

Class (2:2) 

Aiden Jones, year 9 - 43% - Third Class 

 

The Brilliant Club has been very successful for all of these students and they have gained a lot 

from participating in the Scholars Programme. Olivia Agbe commented: “Overall being in-

volved with The Brilliant Club has helped me and my peers evaluate our plans for the future. 

We have been able to discuss a topic that is considerably different to what we are taught with-

in our lessons. Through this experience we have been able to grow as individuals who take 

pride in their work and who can realise our potential. Anyone involved with this project has 

an amazing opportunity to learn something new, while also having fun with peers. Our eyes 

have been opened, allowing us to see life beyond Ark Kings Academy and through this we are 

paving the path to a bright future!” 

 

Congratulations to all of the pupils who successfully completed the programme! 

 

Mrs D. Brown 

2i/c science, lead teacher for Brilliant Club 
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  Year 7 Residential Trip to PGL Boreatton Park  

On the 14th February, 92 students from Year 7 boarded 

coaches to take them to PGL Boreatton Park where they 

would brave the cold weather and their own personal fears 

to develop new skills and friendships that will outlast their 

time at Ark Kings Academy.  

 

Students had been looking forward to the trip since the au-

tumn term and it did not disappoint. Based in the middle of 

the beautiful Shropshire countryside, Boreatton Park is 

PGL’s most popular and biggest centre. Spread out over 240 

acres, it can offer more activities than any of the other PGL 

adventure centres in the UK.. 

 

Wrapped up in coats, gloves and scarves our students took 

part in activities ranging from high ropes to canoeing, to the 

giant swing! Students stayed in the same groups for the du-

ration of the three days which allowed them to develop sup-

port systems and friendships that would help them to chal-

lenge and overcome their fears. It was wonderful to see stu-

dents giving their teammate a ‘leg-up’ over the wall on the 

challenge course, or cheering on their teammate when they 

jumped for the trapeze.  

As well as the plentiful daytime activities students took part 

in evening events. On the first night, students attended a 

disco where they had a dance-off with another school, then 

on the second night, they competed to find different maps of 

the world based around the site. 

 

Students seemed to thrive on the activities and fresh air  mak-

ing it a peaceful journey back to school with students catching 

up on sleep after an exciting three days. 

 

Back in normal lessons, students are applying the communi-

cation and teamwork skills they developed on the trip to 

their everyday work. It is fantastic to see students showing 

the same resilience in class that they showed combatting the 

challenge course or aiming for the bullseye on the archery 

range.  
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Reflections on the trip from students in 7 Pankhurst: 

Muhammad: “I have done new activities that I’ve never done before and I’ve really enjoyed them. 

Also, I have made new friends in my dormitory and we got to learn new skills together.” 

Bayleigh: “My favourite thing was the trapeze, because even though it was really slippy and I 

wanted to get down when I was only halfway up, I still got to the top!” 

Syl: “My favourite activity was canoeing because I’ve never done it before. I liked that we worked as 

a team to keep on going down the river.” 

Alfie: “On this trip I’ve made many new friends and it’s also helped me to conquer my fear of 

heights; even though I found the high ropes really hard and scary the first time, I still went on it 

the second time!” 

Holly: “It was an amazing experience doing all of the activities and taking part. Also, the staff at 

the centre made me feel welcome.” 

Dan: “Even though I wasn’t fond of heights, I still managed to do three laps on the high ropes. 

Also, in my dormitory I found I have things in common with people I didn’t know before.” 

 

Girls Netball Fixture at Hall Green School  

A group of year 7 girls participated in Ark Kings’ first netball match of the season. The 

girls made a strong start with some excellent passing from Poppy, Emma and Steph. 

Despite some great defending from Zulekha, Alleigha and Elysia, Ark Kings were trailing 

at half time 2-0.   

The changes at half time saw Alesha take to the court and Willow stepping into a 

shooting role. The girls showed great endeavour throughout the second half, working 

hard to keep possession of the ball and the score moved to 2-2.  

In the final quarter the girls 

were playing some great 

netball and with another two 

excellent shots from Willow, 

the girls won the match 4-2! 

Congratulations to all of the 

girls involved. 

 

Ms H. Lloyd, 
Teacher of Physical Education 
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 City Kitchen Live! Event   

Year 7 and year 8 pupils have enjoyed trips to City Kitchen Live this term. These have taken 

place in Birmingham city centre at the headquarters of CityServe who are our canteen 

providers.  

 

"This is a good trip for Ark Kings because it teaches us how 

much sugar is in our everyday snacks. For example, I didn't 

know shreddies had 9.5 teaspoons of sugar per 30g serving 

which is all of your daily allowance. The friendly chefs showed 

us healthy alternatives to our favourite meals. The year 7 group 

cooked home made turkey burgers and the year 8's made their 

own pizzas.”  

Owen Jagger, Year 8 

 

"I tried lots of food that I haven't tasted before. We tasted pink and 

green bread which had been made out of beetroot and spinach. Once we 

knew it didn't taste any different to normal bread, we used this in our 

dough to make it healthier.” 

 Jac Langford-Dark, Year 8 

 

 

 

"The board room where we got to eat our lunch was amazing, we 

pretended we were directors of the company. After we prepared 

and made our own lunch we went into the training room to 

watch a video of CityServe where we saw staff and students from 

our school.” 

 Jade Jones, Year 8 

 

"The whisking game was the best. We had a race to see who could 

whip up the cream the fastest. We made knickerbocker glories for 

desert, these were made healthy with fresh fruit. We tried fruit 

we had never heard of before such as passionfruit, kiwi, star fruit 

and blueberries.” 

Lucas Wilkie, Year 7 

 

 

 

The pupils are looking forward to working with the chefs at CityServe 

soon. They have requested that their parents can come into school for 

cooking lessons with them too! 
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 CBSO Event At The Symphony Hall 

On Tuesday 30th January 

all of Year 7 went to 

Symphony Hall to 

experience the CBSO 

perform a Schools Concert 

tracing the history of the 

orchestra. All students 

were impressed by the 

venue as we were directed 

to our seats.  

 

The orchestra played a 

selection of music with a 

commentary pointing out 

specific things about the 

music and composer for 

each piece. Everyone 

listened attentively and 

they all enjoyed the 

programme.  

 Elective  - Nature Walks 

When walking to the amazing park, we walked through a long, winding 

canal with fun, little, echoic tunnels, that had a strange aroma of fish! 

I have a funny story to tell you my loves, Gemma, Lucas and I linked 

arms and skipped funnily until Lucas trod in dog waste. Apart from 

that, we had a lot of fun and a lot of laughing matters.  

After approximately 10-15 minutes later, Marshall found a pointy stick 

that looked like a scythe. He carried it everywhere! On our travels, I, 

fortunately found a blue toy monkey! He was a little muddy though so I 

said “Ah well!! I’ll wash him!!”. 

We played capture the flag… forcefully, we pushed it into the thick 

gooey mud. 

Georgia, my friend, is like a monkey except more beautiful. The weather 

on this trip was bitterly cold! I believe you should come although its 

cold.  Wait for my next blog! Goodbye!  

Carla Taylor, Year 7 

Being able to see the whole 

orchestra from where we were 

sat helped the students 

appreciate where each family 

of instruments is placed on 

the stage and what their roles 

are in the music.  

 

A really enjoyable trip once 

again and hopefully some 

Year 7’s will be inspired to go 

and watch another concert at 

the Symphony Hall very soon. 

 

Mr Bull, 
Head of Music 
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Children’s Mental Health Week  

This Children’s Mental Health Week we are highlighting the importance of Being Ourselves and 

inviting everyone - students & staff - to come together & celebrate the unique qualities & 

strengths in themselves and others.  

 

Ms Keil and I have done some group work 

with Year 7s - they were so engaged and 

really got involved with the theme of 

uniqueness and being different. We were also 

interviewed by a school newspaper reporter a 

Year 8 student and Ms Sharp asked Place2be 

some very insightful questions on mental 

health and well being in children.  

 

Thanks to all the staff & students that got 

involved. As Edwin Elliott once said “By being yourself, you put 

something wonderful in the world that was not there before”.  

 

Mrs Shaw, School Project Manager 

 

Table Tennis Trip with the Phoenix Group 

It is not often you meet an Olympic 

athlete, but for ten lucky pupils with 

outstanding attitudes to after school 

sport, they had such an opportunity! 

These pupils have shown excellent 

dedication to their study in PE and 

fine tuning their skills after school!  

 

The session began with pupils 

asking insightful questions into 

Lucy Symonds’ path to Olympic 

stardom. Lucy told pupils of her 

pride in representing Great Britain 

at London 2012, and her immense 

pride at winning a commonwealth 

bronze medal with her mixed 

doubles partner.  

Pupils had an absolutely fantastic 

day and couldn’t wait to show off 

their new skills. Lucy gave specific 

 
feedback to Charlotte Jacques on pushing 

her bodyweight forward when playing her 

shots. Ajay Memory also received feedback 

on playing his forehand drive which 

immediately improved his 

performance.  Pupils who went on the trip 

have shown a real flair and passion for 

table tennis!  

 

Pupils represented the academy in 

exemplary fashion, and Lucy was so 

impressed she wants to visit the school 

and may even donate some specialist 

equipment! Watch this space and practice 

your skills and such opportunities may 

come your way.  

Table Tennis is on every Tuesday for KS3/

GCSE pupils and Friday for KS4 pupils. 

Mr A. Marks, 
Head of Physical Education & Healthy Lifestyles 
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STEMettes Event at Millennium Point 

For International Women’s day, we took 10 of our best female scientists and mathematicians to a 

‘STEMettes’ event at Millennium point. STEM is an abbreviation for Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics – and currently women only make up 21% of people working in 

STEM careers! Whilst at Millennium point our year 9 girls took part in various activities using 

STEM, involving competing in virtual reality games and wiring a computer through a banana! 

They also heard stories from inspirational women who have been incredibly successful in their 

careers in STEM. Our own Bethany Jones won a competition for her engagement throughout the 

day. 

Our day was made even better, when our year 9 students met Royalty! HRH Prince Harry and 

his fiancé Meghan Markle visited the event to speak to girls about their love for STEM. Our 

students chatted to the Royals, and 

Heather Neath and Caitlin Tristram 

made the national news! It was a 

fantastic experience that we’ll surely 

always remember! 

Miss Rudge,  

Maths Teacher 
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STEMettes Event at Millennium Point 

When I attended the Stemettes event, I was deeply inspired. There were lots of women there, 

that proved women could just as easily do men’s job. They were inspirational. It was an honour to 

meet Prince Harry and his fiancé, Megan Markle. I was so excited, because it was a once in a 

lifetime opportunity. They were a lot more down to earth than I expected them to be. They 

seemed very interested in what we had to say. They were two genuinely nice people and you 

wouldn’t think that they were Royals speaking to them. It was an honour and privilege to have 

met them. 

Keira Loveridge, Yr. 9 
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Place2Be and Children’s Mental Health Week 2018 

On Tuesday 1st February I went to Place 2 Be with Ms Sharp. We talked about what they do at Place 2 Be with 

Shelly, the Assistant Manager, and Katie, the School Project Manager. 

5-11th February 2018 was Children’s Mental Health Week and the theme for the week was ‘being ourselves’. 

Place 2 B raised awareness through assemblies and encouraging students to think about three positive things 

that makes you ‘You’. During our visit to Place2B, we wrote three words to describe ourselves on bunting, 

which was then hung up with bunting from other students as decoration to raise awareness. 

 

How did you become involved with Place 2 Be?  

Shelly: I trained for three years in counselling and then did various work placements before becoming a coun-

sellor and getting involved with Place 2 Be. 

What do you do at Place 2 Be? 

Shelly: We offer counselling to students and staff if they feel it would be helpful to talk with somebody.  We run 

one-to-one sessions, as well as drop-in sessions and group work. 

What is the most common problem? 

Shelly: Common anxieties are worries about friends, family and exams. 

What can cause mental health problems in young adults? 

Shelly: There can be a range of causes, but complicated relationships, pressure from the internet and social me-

dia, plus worry around exams can impact students. 

Why are we seeing an increase in the number of young people with mental health problems? 

Shelly:  It’s a lot more acceptable to talk about mental health nowadays, so young people feel more able to talk 

about their anxieties. 

Katie: Also, some celebrities and the royal family have helped to raise the profile of mental health. Social media 

has also raised awareness. 

What can help someone who might be feeling worried or stressed? 

Shelly: Talking about your worries with someone you are comfortable with. Also, exercise helps some people 

feel calmer, as does writing down your worries. If anxieties are linked with school work, it can help to be as or-

ganised as possible. 

Place 2 Be runs drop-in sessions for students called ‘Place 2 

Talk’. Students can drop in on Tuesday break times and 

lunch times, as well as Thursday and Friday break times. If 

students would like to make an appointment, they can also 

put a slip in the Place 2 Be post boxes, which can be found 

in the library and in the canteen. 

Thank you Place 2 Be for inviting myself and Ms Sharp to 

come and find out more about your service! 

Report from Jamie, Year 8 
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Elective Review: This Girl Can 

Friday’s end with fun at Ark Kings Academy. For the final lesson of the day students attend an 

‘elective’ where they can develop new skills, mix with students from other years and try some-

thing new. Students attend a new elective each term and throughout the year will participate in 

one creative elective, one analytical elective and one physical elective. 

For this newsletter, Amelia (Year 8), Kacey (Year 8) and Kyle (Year 7), decided to review 

‘This Girl Can’. 

 

Teacher Overview: 

What is ‘This Girl Can’? Miss Lloyd: ‘This Girl Can’ is a sports lesson 

just for girls. Each week the girls take part in a different sport and we try 

to cover a really wide variety of sports, from trampolining to basketball, 

and from dance to boxing. 

Why do you run ‘This Girl Can’? Miss LIoyd: I run ‘This Girl Can’ 

because it’s good for girls to have opportunities to participate in sports. 

Some girls have less chance to take part in sports than boys, and some 

have less choice of sport than boys. This elective allows girls to take part in a range of sports with-

out feeling judged, and it also helps them to develop leadership and show excellence. 

 

Student Review: 

What do you think of ‘This Girl Can’?  

Alliyah (Year 7): I enjoy ‘This Girl Can’ because I get to learn brand news skills. I would recom-

mend this elective to other girls. Rating: 8/10. 

Grace (Year 8): I feel like can express myself in ‘This Girl Can’ as there are no boys watching 

and I don’t feel like I’m being judged. The only thing I worry about is the Year 7s looking up to me 

and copying me if I accidentally do something wrong! Rating: 9/10. 

 

Extended World Book Day Celebrations: Potter and Pizza afternoon 

On Thursday 15th March, forty-five students from Years 7-9 enjoyed a ‘Potter and Pizza’ 

afternoon in the Ark Kings Academy main hall. Having received a ‘golden ticket’ on World Book 

Day, the students were invited to attend the celebratory event in recognition of having the top 

attitude to learning scores in their year groups. 

 

Held as part of the academy’s extended World Book 

Day celebrations, the event saw the main hall 

transformed into a cinema where students enjoyed 

seeing the magic of J.K Rowling’s ‘Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone’ brought to life. As a special treat, 

students were also treated to pizza which disappeared 

faster than you can say ‘Professor McGonagall’! 
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World Book Day At the Primary 

Today was World Book Day, where we celebrated books and authors. We did loads of activities: 

• Investigating whether villains are innocent 

• Making comic strips of Little Red Riding Hood 

• We debated for things to be treated equally and  

• We made treasure maps.  

 

Then in the afternoon, all the children and some parents came together to 

enjoy cookies and a lovely, warm hot chocolate. It was an amazing day and 

everyone got to show off their book character costumes to each other, and 

we can’t wait for next year! 
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World Book Day At the Secondary  
The Ark Kings Academy Secondary Phase was transformed into a series of ‘Living Books’ for 

World Book Day on Thursday 1st March.  

As a school family, we are passionate about reading and make literacy a part of 

everything we do. We believe wholeheartedly in the power of books to change 

students’ lives and academic progress, within school, and beyond. On World Book 

Day, students and staff harnessed this belief as we celebrated the importance of 

books. In the lead-up to the big day, each form had chosen a book to bring to life 

either through acting, a series of freeze-frames, interviewing characters or news 

reports. Then, on the Thursday morning, students got ready for the judges’ arrival 

by putting the finishing touches to their classroom decorations, rehearsing lines and 

practising their freeze-frames.  

Head judges, Ms Jones, Director of English & 

Literacy and Mr Werner, Acting Assistant 

Principal had a very difficult time deciding on 

the best ‘Living Book’, but named 8B the overall 

winners for their presentation of ‘Sherlock 

Holmes and the Scandal in Bohemia’.  

The judges were particularly impressed with 

8B’s teamwork, drama and commitment. As a 

prize, 8B were treated to a special afternoon tea. Celebrations 

continued throughout the day, as instalments of our very own 

‘Ark Kings Academy’ mystery – written by Ms Vainker – were 

read out to students each lesson. Every period, students heard 

a chapter of ‘The Case of the Missing Tibia’ and only in Period 

6 did they find out the culprit! 

Alongside this, staff and students alike dressed as characters 

from their favourite books, with Mr Hands winning the ‘best 

dressed teacher’ award for his brilliant impression of Miss 

Trunchball from Roald Dahl’s ‘Matilda’. Additionally, forty-

five hardworking students from Years 7-9 received ‘golden 

tickets’ in recognition of their excellent attitude to learning; the tickets entitling them to attend a 

‘Potter and Pizza’ afternoon the following week.  

  

Overall, World Book Day 2018 was a brilliant success and it was wonderful to see the Ark Kings 

Academy community coming together to celebrate the power of books.  
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Year 7 Race for the Line Competition  

On 8th February all of year 7 participated in their enrichment day activities. On this day the main 

event was racing their groups foam rocket car. During science, technology and computer science 

lessons between December and the race day, students were challenged to design a car out of a 

block of foam, within certain criteria that would be raced in the first round against all of the other 

teams within the year group. The day was a huge success, with every team clocking a time for 

their car! The winning team was Shania Burgess, Tyra Domingos and Alliyah Walsh, who will 

now go on to the regional competition to race their design against other schools at RAF Cosford 

later this year. Other sessions, included building a spaghetti tower to hold a marshmallow and 

design a parachute to allow an egg to drop safely to the floor! 

Well done year 7 and good look to the winning team in the next round! 

Mrs D Brown, 
2i/c of Science 

AKA Staff vs Phoenix Group XI  Football  
Ark Kings Academy staff had their first school fixture last Friday against a very competitive 

Phoenix group XI They came away with a comprehensive 3-1 victory.  

Upon arrival, many of the AKA staff where a little nervous about playing in their first full size 11 

a side match, especially as it was a derby! Great commitment was show by Mr Hands and Ms 

Redhead who travelled back from International duty for the fixture! Mr Barker had some tough 

selections to make, with a 4 4 1 1 formation put in place, with Mr Holtom deployed in “the hole” 

and Mr Smith and Smallwood giving plenty of overlapping runs down the wings. Mr Brocklebank 

was deployed as the midfield destroyer and Mr Werner as the anchor of defence!  

In the opening minutes the Phoenix group began on top, putting the Ark Kings rear guard under 

severe pressure. It appeared that experienced player Mr Bagley was not taking the game too seri-

ously, but this was soon rectified with some stern words from his skipper Mr Barker! 

Ark Kings created a beautiful goal, with Ms Redhead producing an excellent delivery into the box 

which was finished with aplomb by box to box midfielder Mr Barker.  

With ten minutes to go, manager Mr Rajani pulled a tactical masterstroke. Realising older play-

ers such as Mr Holtom and R Barker would need a rest for the second half, swapped them with 

young hopefuls Ms Lloyd and Mr Hands. The spring chickens of the group added some much 

needed energy and impetus to the AKA attack.  

With Mr Bali running a long furore up front alone, it appeared AKA would end the half with a 

slender advantage. However, right on the stroke of halftime some excellence and endeavour from 

Mr Kolawole unlocked the defence of the Phoenix group. An incisive pass set Mr Barker free to 

finish for his second of the day.  

A fortuitous refereeing decision saved AKA from facing a penalty, when Mr Smallwood hauled 

down a Phoenix forward with a Mr Smith-esque rugby tackle!  

In the closing moments, and with Mr Smith complaining of cramp, Mr Kolawole showed great en-

deavour to slot home into the onion bag after a strong solo run! 

A very enjoyable afternoon with the Phoenix keen for a second leg in the near future!  

 

Mr. A Marks, 
Head of Physical Education & Healthy Lifestyles 
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Sport Relief 2018  

Year 10 Handball Tournament  
Ark Kings Handball team competed in their first ever Handball competition at the Birmingham 

Winter Games. Pupils played schools from all over Birmingham, but unfortunately rivals Ark 

Boulton were drawn in the opposing group. Pupils represented the academy with fantastic resili-

ence and continually improved from their first to last game. With a very high standard of Hand-

ball played Ark Kings slipped to three narrow defeats and but then drew in their final game (with 

one less player due to injury), to the school who went on to win the competition. All pupils who 

attended have returned back to Ark Kings better players and I have no doubt next year we will be 

victorious.  

Mr C. Smith 

On Thursday 22nd of March saw Ark Kings pupils turn their attention to helping others less fortu-

nate with a variety of fundraising activities organised by the PE department. 40 pupils from years 

7-10 took on the Ark Kings Step Challenge, to see if they could collectively 

do the 185,000 steps from Ark Kings to London, by tracking their steps 

throughout the day. With participation from staff they collectively walked 

a staggering 393,322 steps more than double the target. A few notable 

mentions were Joshua and Ethan Scrivens and Peter Hands who raised 

over £20 each. 

The fundraising did not end there though, as well as the step challenge, 

pupils in years 7, 8 and 9 completed a mile walk and giant ‘Cha Cha Slide’ 

in their PE lessons. The PE department also ran break and lunch time 

sporting activities, with the ‘Challenge Brocklebank’ table tennis being a 

particular hit. 

Overall pupils and staff have raised £124.54 to help Sport Relief continue 

their life-changing work in the UK and Africa.  

 
Mr C. Smith,  
Teacher of Physical Education 
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Year 7’s Trip to Jamie's farm   
Day 1 

We arrived and had a great introduction around the kitchen table. All pupils showed 

amazing listening skills and using one voice at a time which is what they've been work-

ing on in SULP. They introduced each other and the staff said they got a real sense of 

the family ethos we have at Ark Kings Academy. 

In the afternoon we had a tour of the farm and went for a hike to watch the sunset and 

play capture the flag (which was led by Lucas).  

After shower time, home cooked spaghetti bolognaise is for dinner. We then have a 

meeting where each pupil checks in and gives shout outs to someone. After the meeting 

there will be star gazing, followed by story time and bed. 

 

Day 2 

Before we had our own (2 course) breakfast we had to feed the animals. Taylor, Ryan 

and Georgia cooked breakfast for everyone. Then we split up to do jobs around the 

farm such as wood chopping, herding sheep, lambing , gardening and horses whilst 

Carla and Lucas cooked macaroni cheese and homemade bread for lunch.   

This afternoon we have done more jobs with Lucas, Marshall and Georgia picking up 

some wood from Monmouth international recording studios where many famous 

bands have recorded albums .  

Chelsea Ryan and Tyler have cooked chicken for  dinner which we are looking for-

ward to after our hike .  

 

Day 3:  

This morning there were chickens , calves , baby lambs and horses to feed 

before we had breakfast. Carla, Marshall and Chelsea cooked breakfast. 

Ryan and Olivia took the horses out to the stream and pride rock. Geor-

gia Lucas and Tyler took the sheep out to the field with their baby lambs 

for the first time.  

After lasagne for lunch we went out in the land rovers to summit the 

Skyvin. This was a physically demanding hike and everyone worked to-

gether to get to the top. Whilst we were gone a new calf was born. 

 

Day 4:  

This afternoon we had our celebration meeting where we celebrated the strengths each pupil has shown 

over the week and discussed how these positive characteristics can be brought back to school. This evening 

we found out that lamb 21; whom Olivia and Ryan had rescued from the field on Monday and the pupils had 

taken it in turns to feed hourly over the week sadly didn't make it.  

Despite all of these mixed emotions we had a heart-warming campfire where everyone gave impromptu 

speeches telling their highlights of the week. This was quite an upsetting time for some but pupils showed 

real compassion and empathy for each other. 

Ms L. Redhead & Mr S. Hands 
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Year 3’s Trip to Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery   
Year three had a fun filled and informative day at Birmingham 

Museum and Art Gallery on the 15th March. They had the 

chance to look around the gallery and see amazing artefacts and 

works of art. They saw The Staffordshire Hoard, items from 

Birmingham's rich history, as well as stunning art installations.  

In the afternoon, they became "Egyptian Explorers" and got to 

study artefacts that are thousands of years old. Then the 

highlight of the day was to recreate an Egyptian 

mummification. Pulling out the brains was the favourite part of 

the day for a lot of us! 

 

Ms A. Clewer 

Reception Class: Healthy Eating With Tesco  
On Wednesday 24th January our Reception class were visited by Gillian and Claire from 

Tesco's healthy eating project. Gillian and Claire talked to the children about the 

importance of eating healthy foods and explained how they should be eating lots of fruits 

and vegetables to help them to grow.  

Gillian and Claire introduced the children to lots of different fruits 

and linked these to the colours of the rainbow. The children really 

enjoyed tasting the different fruits and talking about which ones they 

liked the best. Blueberries were a real hit with many of the children 

and strawberries were a real hit with many of the grown ups!  

The children enjoyed the experience and they sang  a song at the end 

to say thank you to Gillian and Claire.  

Thank you to Gillian and Claire and Tesco for providing this learning 

experience for our youngest children. 

 

Ms S. Wilkin 
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Reception Class: Out of this World Gallery   
The children in Reception created some fantastic artwork before the half term and we put on our 

own little ‘Art Gallery’. The children created some fantastic paintings of aliens linked to our termly 

topic ‘Space’ after reading the book ‘Aliens Love Underpants’. The children enjoyed creating their 

own aliens using their own ideas. We also held  a ‘Rocket Competition’ and the children made 

some fantastic rockets at home with their families. There were so many fantastic rockets that it 

was really difficult to choose just 3!  

Our winners were : 

1st Prize – Mason Davis-Kelly  

2nd Prize – Isabelle Hayward 

3rd Prize – Lilly Joy 

The children also started to learn about a very 

famous artist Vincent Van Gogh and created their 

own versions of the famous paintings ‘Sunflowers’ 

and ‘Starry Night’ to place in our ‘Art Gallery’. 

Ms S. Wilkin 

Reception Class: Living Things and How They Grow   
This term we have started our topic ‘Living things and how they grow’. We have started to 

learn about plants and trees and what they need to grow. We have also had some egg-

citing visitors. On Monday 19th March we had 10 eggs arrive in Reception! We had to 

learn how to look after them! We kept them in an incubator which kept them warm and 

then on Wednesday they started to hatch! After 24 hours they went into a Brooding box so 

that they could eat and drink.  

Unfortunately only 6 eggs hatched but the 6 fluffy yellow chicks have kept us all busy and 

entertained and we have loved watching them grow! 

 

Ms S. Wilkin 
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 BOOK REVIEW 

 

Title: The Recruit 
Author: Robert Much more 
Reviewed by: Michael Thompson  
Date: 06/02/2018 
 
James Clark is a 14 year old boy and is the main character of the story. 
A terrorist doesn’t let strangers in her flat because they might be under-
cover police or intelligence agents, but her children bring their mates 
home and they run all over the place. The terrorist doesn't know that one 
of the kids has bugged every room in her house, made copies of all her 
computer files and stolen her address book. 
 
I would recommend this book to everyone due to its fantastic piece of 
writing and a perfect story. 
 
I rate this book 5 Stars! 

Just be You 

By Kaine Bravington 

You are who you are inside,  And that is something you shouldn’t 

hide, You should be who you are with pride. 
 

Other people may not agree,  And it doesn’t matter if you are he 

or she,  The only thing that matters is that you’re happy.  

It doesn’t matter if you’re gay or straight, Don’t get upset on the 

people that hate.  

 

And remember whatever you do, make sure you stay you,  

Well I’m coming to the end of this rhyme,  But remember being 

who you are isn’t a crime!  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday 29th March 2018     ̶ End of Spring 2 Term for students 

Friday 30th March 2018 ̶ Wednesday 18th April 2018 is Easter half term 

Monday 16th April 2018  ̶ Inset Day (no students in school) 

Tuesday 17th April 2018 ̶ Inset Day (no students in school) 

Wednesday 18th April 2018 ̶ School re-open for students 

Wednesday 25th April 2018 ̶ Year 8 Parents' Evening 16:00-18:30 

Wednesday 2nd May 2018 ̶ Year 9 Parents’ Evening 16:00-18:30 

Thursday 3rd May 2018 ̶ Polling Day (No students from Reception to Year 4 

in Primary School) 

Monday 7th May 2018 ̶ May Day Bank holiday (No School) 

Wednesday 9th May 2018 ̶ Year 10 Parents' Evening 16:00-18:30 

Wednesday 16th May 2018 ̶ Year 7 Parents' Evening 16:00-18:30 

Friday 25th May 2018 ̶ End of Summer 1 Term for students 

60 seconds with Mr Rajani 

Q: What job would you have if you weren’t a teacher?  

A: I would be a racing car driver. 

Q: What is your favourite food?  

A: Lasagne. 

Q: What is your favourite colour?  

A: Blue. 

Q: If you could be anyone in the world, who would you be?  

A: My son, so I can be young again. 

Q: What’s your favourite Ark Kings Academy memory?  

A: My favourite memory is the trip to Kingswood – it was fun and 

definitely one of the best times I’ve had at the school. 

Q: What’s your favourite class to teach?  

A: One of my favourite classes to teach is 8.4, because of the range of characters in the class. 

Q: Tell us something we don’t know about you.  

A: I got 14 A*s at school. 

Interview by: Efua and Morgan in Year 8 

 

Mr Rajani 

Head of Year 8,  

Teacher of Mathematics 


