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Ark Kings Primary at Young 
Voices Concert 

For the first time Ark Kings attended the Young Voices 

Concert at the Genting Arena to join the world’s largest choir. 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and we are so proud of 

your children for taking part and their exemplary 

behaviour. An amazing experience and one never to be 

forgotten!  

The Young Voices mission is to provide a musical experience 

for children that will inspire a love of music that they will 

remember for the rest of their lives. 

 

Young Voices select guest artists to take part in our concerts. 

Each artist is the top of their field and someone who reflects 

the values of Young Voices. 
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 Geography Club  

 

This term, a fantastic group of Year 7 pupils have enjoyed taking part in a weekly, after school 

Geography club. Pupils have extended their learning beyond the classroom and utilised their 

creativity, by creating miniature rainforests in shoeboxes! There are many more fun activities 

planned for future weeks! 

 Year 7 & 8 Indoor Athletics Competition  

 

For the first time this year our young Hawks focused their Hawk eyes on indoor athletics. Strong 

teams of Girls and Boys from years 7 and 8 were selected and could not have put in any more effort! 

All gave 100%, and competed valiantly against 3 strong schools, in a variety of indoor athletic 

events. 

I am delighted to announce the following results: 

• Year 7 boys finished second 

• Year 7 girls finished second  

• Year 8 boys finished third  

• Year 8 girls finished first and advance to the next round of the Birmingham Games! 

 

Congratulation to all pupils as they represented Ark Kings valiantly and gave everything for the 

Hawks!  
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Enrichment Day 2 saw students developing their compass characteristics in new and lively ways.   

Year 7 went on a trip to Conkers to learn bushcraft skills. This allowed them to show leadership 

and endeavour while building shelters and lighting fires. They showed great bravery in attempting 

all of the activities even when some of them were outside of their comfort zone.  

 

Year 8 survived a zombie apocalypse by using their STEM 

skills and vision to create the resources required to cook food 

(solar heaters) and detect attack (pressure pads). They also 

showed excellence in learning about nature’s real zombies.  

 

Year 9 began their preparations for the expedition later in the 

year by learning how to put up tents and cook on Trangias. 

This was linked to their Hunger Games Day where they 

showed endeavour and excellence while practising the Hunger 

Games sports and developed essential life skills with basic 

first aid and CPR.  

 

Year 10 developed their understanding of their place in the community and how Birmingham as a 

city has developed when they took the train into the city 

centre and completed their treasure hunt trail. This 

allowed them to develop their leadership skills by 

working in teams and their vision, by looking forward to 

the future.  

 

 

 

Year 11 used the time productively to continue working 

on their Option subjects with students completing GCSE 

Music recordings, GCSE PE or DT controlled assessment 

and GCSE Art projects in preparation for the final 

exams in the summer.  

 

It has been great to see our students actively expressing our compass characteristics and becoming 

excellent citizens of the future. It will be interesting to see how they can take these skills further in 

our next Compass Conference on 15th March.  

Enrichment Day 2 
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On Wednesday afternoon, as part of STEM Careers Week, Year 10 students visited Cadbury 

College to take part in some taster sessions for STEM subjects in order to learn more about STEM 

and what it is like to study STEM at A-Level. They took part in Maths, Computing and Science 

taster sessions. Behaviour on the trip was exemplary and as always Year 10 proved themselves to 

be a fantastic year group with great attitudes and work ethic. Well done to all involved! 

STEM Careers Week 

 
Ark Kings Academy was worthily represented by a strong team comprising of Aleena A, Jayden B, 

Aidan J and Reece A at the annual University of Birmingham Maths Big Quiz which took place on 

Wednesday, 13th February 2019 at the university. They actively engaged in an interactive Maths 

Workshop on the importance of Maths in Biology and successfully competed against 35 schools and 

over 400 Year 10 students from schools in and around Birmingham. The team made us very proud. 

University of Birmingham Big Quiz  
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On Thursday 17th January all of Year 7 went to Symphony Hall to experience the CBSO 

performance of a Schools Concert tracing the history of the Orchestra. All the students were 

impressed by the venue as we were directed to our seats. The Orchestra played a selection of 

music with commentary pointing out specific things about the music and composer for each piece. 

Everyone listened attentively and they all enjoyed the programme.  

 

Being able to see the whole 

Orchestra from where we were 

sat helped the students 

appreciate where each family of 

instruments is placed on the 

stage and what their roles are in 

the music. A really enjoyable trip 

once again and hopefully some 

Year 7’s will be inspired to go and 

watch another concert in the 

Symphony Hall very soon. The 

highlight for most students was 

the Orchestra playing the music 

from ‘Star Wars’ near the end of 

the concert. 

Year 7 Trip to the Symphony Hall  

 
 

The week commencing 4th February was 

Children’s Mental Health Week and the theme 

this year was Healthy: Inside and Out. 

Place2Be and Ark Kings Academy encouraged 

everyone to think about the link between our 

bodies and our minds and the impact it has on 

our wellbeing. It was a really fruitful week 

with a range of activities for all year groups!  

 

Place2Be ran psycho-educational groups for all of Year 11 exploring how making healthy choices 

has a positive effect on our mental health as well as our physical wellbeing. We focused on the 

importance of good sleep and the impact of screen time and technology on our sleep. The students 

discovered that light from screens tells our brains not to release melatonin – a chemical that helps 

us sleep! Our students were highly engaged and reflected on their own sleep habits. They 

discovered ways to improve their sleep and minimise the impact of technology on their emotional 

health. 

Children Mental Health Week 
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 Place 2 Be: Meet our Counsellors 

 

 

 Birmingham’s Big Sleep Out 

On Friday 30th November, a group of teachers took 

part in Birmingham’s Big Sleep Out to raise money 

for St Basils. St Basils is a charity which supports 

young people who may be affected by homelessness. 

Over 900 people took part in the sleep out in the 

grounds of St Phillip’s Cathedral in Birmingham 

where participants were given cardboard boxes to 

sleep on or to make shelters out of. We also had an 

inspiring talk from the CEO of St Basils who spoke 

of the ever-growing challenge homelessness is posing to people in Birmingham.  

 

We have raised £465 for St Basils and I have been very grateful to both pupils and staff at Ark 

Kings who have sponsored us. We have been discussing the issues of homelessness with pupils at 

the school and I have been very impressed with the maturity of conversation.  

 

If you would like to contribute to our fundraising page, please visit: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?pageId=993236 

 

Mr Brocklebank 

“Hi, I am Lindy. I recently became 

the new Assistant School Project 

Manager. I am not new to the school, 

as I have already been here for a 

year as part of the secondary 

counselling team. My new role allows 

me to get to know the primary 

school community too. I would like 

to say a big thanks to everyone for 

making me so welcome. If you see 

me around school, please smile or 

say hello!” 

Lindy Michaelson-Yeates 

Place2Be Assistant School 

Project Manager 

“Hi, I’m Emily and I’ve recently 

joined the Place 2 Be team here in 

school. I’ve always liked the idea of 

helping people, and young people in 

particular, so being a counsellor is a 

great fit! I’ve worked in different 

schools and settings, but I’m really 

looking forward to getting to know 

the students here, and working with 

you if it’s needed.” 

Emily Jones 

Place2Be Counsellor 

Jonathan Brittain 

Place2Be Counsellor 

I’m Jonathan Brittain and I’m a new 

counsellor in Place2Be. I’m a London-

er living in Banbury who now visits 

Birmingham! My passions are the 

periodic table of elements, Charles 

Dickens and swimming. I have two 

grown-up children and two kittens 

named after Barney and Betty in the 

Flintstones. I used to sell things to 

fire fighters all over the world before 

re-training as a counsellor. I feel 

privileged to be counselling young 

people at Ark Kings Academy, sup-

porting you to become the person you 

really are. 
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 After School Enrichment Options 

 

Dates For Your Diary 

Monday 18 February  ̶ Spring Half Term (No school for students) 

Monday 25 February  2019 ̶ Start of Spring Term 2 for students 

Monday 25 February 2019 ̶ Year 11 Mock Exams  

Tuesday 5th March 2019  ̶ Shrove Tuesday Events 

Thursday 7th March 2019  ̶ World Book Day 

Monday 11th March 2019  ̶ Staff Training Day (no students in school) 

Friday 15th March 2019  ̶ Compass Conference - Comic Relief 

Wednesday 27th March 2019  ̶ Year 11 Parents Evening 

Friday 12 April 2019 ̶ End of Spring Term 2 for students 

Monday 15 April 2019 ̶ Easter Holidays (No school for students) 

Monday 29 April 2019 ̶ Staff Training Day (no students in school) 

Tuesday  30 April 2019 ̶ Start of Summer Term 1 for students 

Monday 6 May 2019 ̶ May Day Bank Holiday  

Friday 24 May 2019 ̶ End of Summer  Term 1  for students 


