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Newsletter 
 

We are approaching the Christmas holidays and the end of our first term as an all-through 

academy: In September we welcomed pupils from Reception to Year 6 to join Years 7 – 11.  

 

Year 5 and 6 pupils have settled in well in our main building and we are hoping to have all pupils 

on the main site by December 2018.  I will let you know how the plans for this develop over the 

coming months, but it is exciting to think all our pupils will be based on this site within 12 months! 

 

We have had a very busy term at Ark Kings and I hope this newsletter gives you a flavour of some 

of the activities that have taken place, both within and beyond the classroom. 

 

We want all of our pupils to value the struggle of hard work and the reward this brings over time, 

with great learning, and progress that ultimately leads to good levels of attainment.  This will 

ensure your children, our pupils, will be able to become successful and have real choices in the 

world of work. 

 

After Christmas, when we return in January we will all, no doubt, be thinking about New Years’ 

Resolutions and how we can improve.  We will be doing this as a school and in January we will be 

concentrating on improving our standards further, whether it be with uniform, bringing equipment 

to school, answering in full sentences, being polite and respectful at all times, to improving the 

quality of work and presentation in books.  Can I ask you to discuss with your children the New 

Years’ Resolutions that will have the most impact on their learning in school, and for them to be 

prepared to talk to their form tutor, explaining why and how it will improve on their learning. 

 

Thank you for your support throughout the school year and I wish you a restful and peaceful 

festive season and look forward to welcoming students back to Ark Kings on Wednesday 10th 

January 2018, to start our spring term. 

 
 
Roger Punton 
Principal 

December  2017 

             

 



 

                                                       Aspire. Expect. Achieve. Together. 

 

Year 11’s ‘Made an Impact’ 

We welcomed Year 11 pupils from our partner school Ark Kings Academy for a ‘Make an Impact’ event. 

Staff volunteers, Vicki Campbell, Lauren Jordan, Gareth Thomas, Helen Cooper, Ryan Bibb and Matt Bridson 

designed and led three workshops to inspire, grow and challenge pupils who will shortly be considering their 

next step in further education and the world of work. 

Vicki and Lauren ran an interactive session on ‘Social Media Presence’, which got the pupils thinking more 

about how the content and images they post online may not always be perceived by the reader in the same 

way.  They also shared the importance of checking privacy settings, and only accepting invitations from people 

they know well.  From Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn to You Tube the pupils got to hear what the channels 

are, and how future employers and colleges may view content that is in the public domain.  

Did you know? 

 

95 million photos or videos are shared on Instagram every day. 

500 million tweets are sent each day. 

Matt and Ryan showcased their acting potential in their Interview Skills session.  They got into character 

and demonstrated what poor interview skills look like, followed by a model answer interview, whilst 

utilising the same information.  This session picked up on the importance of body language, maintaining 

good eye contact, punctuality, attitude and the ability to demonstrate their best self to the interviewer.   

The pupils critiqued the interviews; then practiced amongst themselves with a set of commonly asked 

interview questions, to help prepare for future college applications. 

How would you answer? 

 

“What has been your proudest moment?” 

Helen and Gareth focussed on CV writing, helping the pupils create that all important first impression.  

Templates were provided to the students, and through group conversation they discussed ways their CV 

could stand out from the crowd.  Whilst their work experience will be limited at this stage, they were asked 

to consider any achievements outside of the school setting – leadership potential in sports teams, hobbies 

they are engaged in, volunteering or participation in schemes such as Duke of Edinburgh and Scouting 

organisations which can help demonstrate teamwork and planning skills. 

The event concluded with a wrap-up from myself and Matt on what had been covered across the three 

sessions, followed by three of the pupils personally thanking our staff volunteers on behalf of the school.  A 

lovely touch which certainly ‘made an impact’. 

 

  Report from The Phoenix Group 
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Ark Kings Library Launch  

We are pleased to announce the recent makeo-

ver of our library, which has been named after 

our business partner – The Phoenix Group. The 

designs and furnishings for the Phoenix Li-

brary were created and sourced by The Phoenix 

Group’s very impressive design team – stu-

dents particularly loved the ‘Book Nook’ – a 

cosy corner complete with beanbags; perfect for 

curling up with a good book! CEO Andy Moss 

visited the school to officially open the new li-

brary, along with a group of volunteer reading 

partners. Students who take part in the weekly 

reading programme were invited to the launch 

event and some were even lucky enough to cut 

the ribbon!  

We can’t wait to get reading!  

Feedback from pupils collected at the event: 

“I’ve learnt a lot from the session today, especially around 
how to improve my interview skills for the future.” 

“The sessions were really helpful.”  

“I’ve picked up some good points for the future.  I’m going  
to go home and check my CV.” 

“Thank you for all your hard work. It was a fantastic       
morning and an extremely worthwhile experience for all of 
our pupils.” Ark Kings Academy  Teacher 

If you would like to get involved in a future event onsite or have 
any transferrable skills you would like to share with Ark Kings  
Academy pupils, please contact cr@thephoenixgroup.com  

mailto:cr@thephoenixgroup.com
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 First time experiences at Ark Kings ……... 

The children in Reception have settled really well since starting at Ark Kings in September. They have en-

joyed learning about their school and exploring with their friends. The children have enjoyed learning 

about the world around them through books and practical experiences.  

We have had lots of practical experiences this term and have learnt so much from them.  

We have also had a lots and lots of fun! 

In October the Reception children were very lucky to have a visit from the local Fire Officers based in 

Kings Norton. The children were very excited! The fire officers taught the children about the importance of 

keeping themselves safe during the bonfire season and answered lots of the children’s questions. The chil-

dren came up with their own questions and showed confidence in asking them independently! Some of the 

things that they wanted to know included  

How do you become a fire officer? 

Is it scary? 

Why do you have a fire engine? 

What special equipment do you use? 

 

We then had a visit from our local police team. The children loved meeting the police officers and finding 

out all about their important job in our community. The children had lots of questions to ask, especially 

about their clothes and equipment! The police officers told us about their job and all about their special 

equipment and we even got to wear their helmet and their jackets! They were very 

heavy! 
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  We then had our very FIRST school trip! 

At the beginning of December we went to West 

Midlands Safari Park for Santa Safari. This was 

our first school trip and for many of our children 

the first trip without their parents, as part of a 

big group and the children were fantastic! They 

listened carefully to the adults, they followed      

instructions and they understood the importance 

of being safe. The children had a lovely time see-

ing the animals in the Safari Park. We especially 

enjoyed seeing the grumpy camel that refused to 

move out of the road and we were all in awe of 

the two rhinos that walked down either side of 

the coach! The children were amazed! We then 

went on to observe the leaf cutting ants in the 

Creepy Crawlies hideaway and listened and 

watched carefully as the penguins were being 

fed. After all the excitement of the day it was 

then time to get ready to meet….SANTA!! We 

went through the North Pole to visit Santa in his 

cottage and after meeting him and telling him 

how good we have been we then went into the 

workshop and got to choose our own gifts! We 

had an amazing time and most of the children 

slept all the way back to school! 

 

The Reception team would like to thank all the 

adults that supported the trip this term and all 

the offers of support that came from our parents.  

The trips are not possible without adult support 

so thank you. 

 

Sarah Wilkin — EYFS 

 



 

                                                       Aspire. Expect. Achieve. Together. 

 

In the morning, the local fire fighters came. This was an exciting 

opportunity to learn about road safety. After the talk, we went back to 

our classrooms to do a ‘Youth Activation Workshop’. Then we got taken 

out of the lesson to start preparing to interview and ask people 

questions. This was really exciting. I was happy that I got pulled out 

the lesson to do something for my elective that I really enjoy. I really 

like my elective because we do really 

interesting things like write interesting 

news reports like writing this. 

 

Ethan S, Y7. 

 Enrichment Day 2017 

We ran a Nerf gun stall for Enrichment Day. You had to shoot ducks but not hit Pudsey. We made 

more than 10 pounds. I went off to other stalls during the day. Year 9 had great fun activities.  

I played Spin fifteen times, kicked foot-

balls, and knocked cups over for sweets. I 

had fun interviewing people on Enrich-

ment Day as part of the Press Team.  

I met new people and found out what their 

favourite lesson of the day were. At break I 

also interviewed a few people that I knew 

which was a lot of fun.         

 

Callum W, Y7. 
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  Children in Need 2017 

It’s been a very busy week across the primary phase. All classes have been participating in 

various activities and it was amazing to see so many children take part in our ‘superhero 

dress up’ day to raise money for ‘Children in Need’. What a great way to end an exciting 

week!  

“I found the transition from Primary to Secondary difficult because I was 

only used to one class, not two dozen! As a result I got lost and I worried 

whether I was in the right place. I also lost all of my friends because I 

spent too much time working and missing out on playing just to make sure 

that I was getting 1s and 2s.”  

ASPIRE FOR GREATNESS AND YOU WILL ACHIEVE 

“I am a boy who aspires for greatness. I want to become a Tax Advisor who 

graduates from Wolverhampton University. I would like to achieve a PhD in 

Mathematics.” Dan Wormald, 7E 

MOVING SCHOOLS IS NOT EASY 

HOBBIES CAN BE PRACTICE, IF YOU WANT TO BE A BUILDER THEN BUILDING WITH LEGO 

CAN BE YOUR PASSION. 

“For Hobbies, I build Lego mainly tanks, cars and planes. In Minecraft I 

am building anything I feel doable in less than a few months.” 

  Transition from Primary to Secondary 
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On Enrichment Day 1 Year 11 visited Moundsley Hall Care Village and took part in activities to 

interact with the residents and staff. Each form group was assigned to one of the Halls and they 

spent their time talking in small groups to the residents, 

playing bingo and working through a quiz. The Music group 

of students visited each 

hall in turn and per-

formed a selection of 

songs along with the 

Band Musicianship 

Staff  to entertain every-

one and some residents 

were able to sing along 

with some of the songs. 

Year 11 were very moved 

by the whole experience and it was great to see them all tak-

ing part in the activities and the residents really enjoyed their 

interaction. Year 11 really enjoyed their Service day in the 

community and have asked to go back to the Care Village 

some time in the near future. Many thanks to the Year 11 Tu-

tors for leading the activities on the day and to Mr Barker for 

organising the event. 

Mr Bull 

Moundsley Hall Care Village Visit 

Road Safety and Children in Need    
On Friday 17 November, Year 7 took part in an Enrichment Day themed around ‘service’ – one of 

the AKA Character Compass key dispositions. In the morning, pupils campaigned for greater road 

safety on Shannon Road and in the afternoon, they ran stalls to raise money for Children in Need. 

Since September, there 

have been two road 

traffic accidents in close 

proximity to the school, 

so in the morning 

students took part in a 

range of exciting 

activities. This included 

hearing from the Kings 

Norton Fire Service Watch 

Commander, writing a 

letter to the local MP, 

Mayor or Council and 

designing posters, signs 

and leaflets.  
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Achievement Evening - Class of 2017 

On Wednesday 6th December, our previous Year 11 family gathered 

together for a final time to celebrate their achievements. This was their 

final rite of passage in addition to completing their exams, leavers 

assembly and prom. It was lovely to hear what everybody was studying 

and where, in the drinks and nibbles reception. Previous Year 11 

students had the opportunity to write a postcard to a current Year 11 

student with words of advice and encouragement. Parents also did the 

same. The class of 2017 summarised their achievements and 

characteristics they were proud of in a sentence, which are now 

displayed in the library.  

The commencement address was delivered by Ms Redhead, who 

encouraged students to show parents/carers appreciation for the 

support they have provided on their child’s journey to success. The 

subject awards were presented by form teachers Mrs Jesmin and Mr 

McElwaine, who also read a sentence out for each student. Each pupil 

got a picture taken with their scroll. Mr Punton then gave a speech, 

followed by Student Presidents Chloe and Wakeem.  

Overall, this was a wonderful evening enjoyed by staff, parents and 

students. We look forward to hosting a similar event for the Class of 

2018. 

 

Ms L. Redhead 

 

NEC Skills Show 

For Enrichment Day 1 Year 10 took 

part in the NEC Skills Show, an 

exciting event hosting over 200 

national and local employers. Also 

attending were a range of sixth form 

colleges, apprenticeship providers and 

local universities.  

Students had the opportunity to 

discuss their future and aspirations 

with a wide range of exhibitors and 

 
take part in interactive demonstrations 

such as Virtual Reality, TV production, 

demolition simulation, welding, floristry 

and even an Army climbing wall! 

It was fantastic to see so many students 

engaging with professionals from different 

sectors, having meaningful conversations, 

asking probing questions and picking up 

lots of freebies! 

As students begin to think in detail about 

life post-Kings our first Enrichment Day 

has gone some way to widening their 

horizons around the huge wealth of 

training opportunities and professions in 

the real world.  

Mr Iliff 
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St Basil’s Sleep Out  

On Friday 24th November 6 members of staff from Ark Kings Academy braved the cold and com-

pleted the St Basil’s Sleep Out in St Phillip’s Cathedral Square in Birmingham city centre. St 

Basil’s is a charity that supports young people affected by homelessness. It was a very successful 

event as around 1000 people slept out and we attended a talk in the cathe-

dral from some of the past and present service users. We 

were given a large card- board box and a sheet of tar-

paulin and we created a make-shift shelter for the 

evening. Although cosy, it was not comforta-

ble and it made us feel empathy for anyone 

that has had to sleep on the streets.  

Year 9 have also demonstrated service re-

cently by collecting and creating packages for 

the homeless. Mr Smith and the rest of the team were 

 

amazed at how much was collected and I know this will go a long way to helping those less fortu-

nate than ourselves over Christmas. 

At present, we have raised over £700 for St Basil’s. If you 

would like to donate please visit https://

www.justgiving.com/companyteams/ArkKingsSleepout.  

 

Many thanks and Merry Christmas  

 

Mr Brocklebank  

https://www.justgiving.com/companyteams/ArkKingsSleepout
https://www.justgiving.com/companyteams/ArkKingsSleepout
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 Year 10 Science Group Visit Warwick University 

On the 5th December, 13 pupils from year 1 visited the 

University of Warwick to watch the GCSE science in 

action show. The students saw talks from 5 renowned 

scientists, including Helen Pilcher and Professor Robert 

Winston.  

The students first talk was about de-extinction and how 

it was becoming possible that we may be able to bring 

back some species that were previously extinct. The students 

were fascinated by this and learnt that although we can’t bring 

back the dinosaur, we might be able to bring back animals such 

as the dodo or the woolly mammoth! In their second talk Robert 

Winston amazed us with incredible videos showing the start of 

life! Following this came a talk from Sheila Kanani, who 

amazed us with her knowledge of the planet Saturn! This was 

many of our students favourite talk, who were enthralled by 

the information found by the Cassini-Huygens probe! The final 

2 sessions were very interactive and saw Ibrahima Jabbi on 

stage being extremely brave holding the paper to be broken by 

the whip crack!  

The students thoroughly enjoyed their day and are hopeful 

for a future return visit to learn more about the different 

topics they can study in later careers! Thanks to Mrs Hulme 

for stepping in at the last minute and driving the minibus 

on this trip! 

 

Mrs D Brown 

2i/c science 
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 Christmas Concert 

Ark Kings once again put on a great show 

for parents and friends at the Christmas 

Concert. Over 90 students took part in the 

concert with a varied programme of bands, 

soloists, choir and dance items that 

covered a range of musical genres as well 

as many Christmas themed songs.  

The students have been working on their 

performances this term and the standard 

of work they have produced has once again 

gone up. 

There were many memorable performances and my thanks must go to the Band Musicianship 

Team for preparing the students so well. Not only were the students confident performers but 

they were responsible for lighting and sound for the event and there was a great ‘team effort’ 

made by all.  Everyone left with a smile on their face and we can now start to think about  

Christmas as we approach the last few days of the term. 

 

Paul Bull 
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 BOOK REVIEW 

 

Title: The Daydreamer 
Author: Ian McEwan 
Reviewed by: Year 7 student 
Date: 20/11/2017 
 

In Chapter 1, we know that Peter loves to be alone maybe in his      
bedroom or maybe even at his local park.  While Peter is either bored or 
alone he likes to day dream as this helps him express himself or even 
get over fears.  We also know that recently Peter has had his 10th birth-
day, so now his Dad and Mum have allowed Peter to take his  little 
sister to school alone.  I have only read Chapter 1 but in my opinion 
this book is good so far.    
                                                     
Characters:  
Peter Fortune (son) 
Thomas Fortune (Dad) 
Kate Fortune (sister) 
Viola Fortune (Mum) 

Book of the Month

Northern Lights/The 

Golden Compass

By Philip Pullman

Lyra's friend Roger 

disappears, and she 

is determined to find 

him.

If you want 

your book to be 

book of the 

month, take a 

quiz and rate it!

Book of the month is voted for by you!

Mental Health Exposition 

Mental health is when your mind makes you think things that aren’t true.  

Depression causes you to constantly feel down, like you aren’t good enough, like you 

are nothing. It is like you can’t escape your dark thoughts and you are forever 

trapped in your mind.  

Mental Health Advice Column 

Some common mental health issues included depression, anxiety, bereavement/loss 

and eating disorders such as: anorexia, bulimia and binge eating. Most mental  ill-

nesses can cause you to self-harm.  

Depression can cause you to constantly feel like you are nothing or you are not good 

enough and it feels as if you are forever trapped in your own mind with dark 

thoughts and there is no way of escaping them. 

Anxiety can cause you to constantly feel worried or scared about everything, a lot of 

people with anxiety tend to have anxiety attacks when put in public situations. A 

difference between depression and anxiety is the depression is where you don’t 

really care about anything but anxiety is when you care too much, and having both is 

like hell.  

You can seek support by talking to someone you trust, such as: family, friends, 

teachers, student support manager, HOYL (Head of Year Learning). Here at Ark Kings    

Academy, we have an organisation called Place2Be, who are specialised in helping us 

with any problems we may have, so I would recommend dropping in for a visit at 

Place2Be because they are very good at helping young children and teenagers like 

us.  

I hope that if you are going through a rough time that you speak to someone about 

it, if you want to talk to someone closer to your age, I am always here to help and 

give advice on what may help or even if you just want someone to talk to.  

If you are in year 7 (or any other year for that matter) and don’t want to talk to 

someone, here are a few strategies you can use to help yourself cope: stop and 

breathe and count to 10, have some alone time, focus on your strengths rather than 

your weaknesses and set your own targets, most of all: just take the time you need.      

Written by Catherine Heath—Year 10 
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Christmas   Card   Competition  

The students  from the secondary phase were asked to design a Christmas card and the 

winners were Neneh Barry, 11A  and Lois Brookes, 11A.  

 

These cards will be sent out to all other Ark Schools, local schools in our community and other 

stake holders. 

This year Ark Kings have supported 

a local appeal to brighten the lives 

of people who find themselves alone 

this Christmas. Christmas is about 

spending time with those we cherish 

however this is not always possible 

and the Send - a- card appeal aims 

to spread a bit of happiness to those 

who do not have friends/family nearby 

or those who are living with 

Dementia. The Send -a-card appeal 

started in December 2016 and requests 

adults and children alike to make a card 

'for someone special'.  The children have 

worked really hard on their cards and 

we have had cards from our youngest 

children in Reception all the way through to our children in secondary! The messages that came 

from our secondary children were especially inspiring and heartfelt.  

Designed by: Lois Brookes, 11A Designed by: Neneh Barry, 11A 

Students will be presented with 

their prize during the whole 

school Achievement Assembly 

on the last day of term 
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Notices 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 22nd December 2017         End of Autumn2 Term for students ̶ 

Monday 25th December Friday 5th January 2018 is Christmas holidays ̶ 

Monday  8th January 2018 INSET Day (no students in school) ̶ 

Tuesday 9th January 2018 INSET Day (no students in school) ̶ 

Wednesday 10th January 2018 Start of Spring1 Term for students ̶ 

Friday 16th February 2018     End of Spring1 Term for students ̶ 

Monday 19th February Friday 23rd February 2018 is Spring half term ̶ 

Monday 24th February 2018  Start of Spring2 Term for students ̶ 

Wanted – Materials for use in Design and Technology lessons. Off cuts of wood, 

metal and plastic needed for use in the new Big Kings school workshop. Every-

thing welcome and much appreciated. Let Mr Weston know by emailing him at 

j.weston@arkkingsacademy.org or call the school on 0121 459 4451. 

mailto:j.weston@arkkingsacademy.org
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