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On Friday 4th October all Ark Kings teaching Staff travelled to London to meet in the 
Methodist Central Hall in Westminster. It was an opportunity for the 1600+ teachers 
in the Ark Network to meet together and celebrate the success across all 37 schools.

Ark Kings were pleased to be awarded the Best Creative School in the Network. The 
work we do daily was recognised from African Djembe Drumming welcoming students 
into the building in the morning, musical performances in daily assemblies, the Band 
Musicianship programme where everyone in Years 7-9 has the opportunity to learn a 
musical instrument and play in a band, to experience a different genre of music each 
week in our Music Appreciation slides and music in the dining areas, our excellent GCSE 
Music results each year and the musical enrichment activities offered by the Music team.
 
Mr Paul Bull, our Head of Music, was shocked and surprised to win but was very proud 
to receive the award on behalf of the school. He was also very proud of what our students 
achieve each week and felt it was fantastic for this to be recognised across the network. 
Music is a huge part of what we do at Ark Kings building the character of students, 
building their cultural capital and it offers a sense of enjoyment for both staff and 
students to learn to perform and compose music and have a chance to express yourself in 
a really positive way. Well done to everyone and the award will be displayed prominently 
in reception.

Ark Kings crowned, “Best 
Creative School” in the Network
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It is likely that the Progress 8 score will also 
be higher, at 0. This indicates that students 
have made good progress across a range 
of subjects since they started secondary 
school in Y7.

There were strong performances across a 
wide range of subjects, and below are some 
of the highlights:
• 78% of students achieved grade 4 or 

higher in English Literature
• 95% of students achieved grade 4 or 

higher in Music
• 24% of students achieved grade 7 or 

above in Religious Education
• There were also a number of students 

who achieved a grade 9 - the highest 
possible grade, awarded to the top 1% 
of students. Grade 9s were achieved in 
the following subjects:

• Science, English Literature, Religious 
Education, PE, Spanish, Maths, 
Italian, History

We are incredibly proud of all of our 
students, and we know that they will go on 
to be successful in the next stage of their 
education and training. Not only has this 
cohort achieved well academically, but 

they have also shown excellent character 
through their outstanding attitude to 
learning and attendance throughout their 
time at Ark Kings. They have set a high 
standard for the class of 2020 to meet! 
It would be impossible to celebrate the 
success of each student individually, but 
below are a number of students who have 
achieved an set of excellent results.

The following students achieved high 
grades across all of their subjects, including 
the top grades 9 – 7, which would be the 
equivalent of A* - A on the old GCSE 
grading system.

Jamie:  9, 9, 9, 9, 9, 8, 8, 8, 6
Sheima:  8, 8, 7, 7, 7, 7, 6, 6, 4,
Ruben:  9, 9, 9, 6, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5
Charlie S: 8, 8, 7, 7, 7, 7, 7, 6, 6
Olivia:  8, 8, 8, 8, 7, 6, 6, 5, 4
Ayshah:  9, 8, 7, 7, 6, 6, 5, 5, 4
Amy:  8, 7, 6, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5, 5
Nathan:  8, 7, 6, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5, 4
Efe:  9, 7, 6, 6, 6, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5
Jaabir:  7, 7, 7, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5, 4
Kat:  9, 7, 6, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5, 5,
Mackenzie: 8, 7, 6, 6, 6, 5, 5, 5, 5

Students at Ark Kings are celebrating the highest ever results in Maths and English, 
with 64% of students achieving a grade 4 in both English and Maths and 36% 
achieving a grade 5. This is a significant increase when compared to the grades 
achieved last year (9-4 58%, 9-5 28%).

Record GCSE performance 
at Ark Kings!

“I am absolutely over the moon. The best part 
of today was opening up my results and the 
sense of relief after the long wait over sum-
mer and all of the hard work I had put into my 
exams.” - Kat

“This is great. I was expecting to get good 
grades, but I was starting to have doubts over 
the summer - I’d been having nightmares 
about failing science, but I got a grade 8-7 so 
I’m really happy!” - Charlie 

“I’m really pleased with my grades in Spanish, 
English literature and History – I got a grade 
8 in all three! I’m now going to Kings Norton 
Girls School to study these subjects at A-Level.” 
- Olivia

“I expected to get good results because I felt 
confident in all of the exams after paying at-
tention in lessons.” - Efe

The following students had some of the highest progress scores in the whole year 
group. A progress score of +1 means that the student achieved on average one whole 
grade higher than other students nationally who had the same KS2 SATs score. We are 
really proud of these students because their grades show how much they have worked 
throughout their time at secondary school to improve their school results.

Darcie +1.66 Gawahir  +1.32 Will B +1.23 Laura  +1.13 Adam  +1.12 
Evan        +1.12 Elise     +1.02 Gabija +1.00 Ibrahima  +0.87 
Caitlin H +0.82

Adam: “I’m ecstatic! I got a 7 in English Language and was only expecting a 5, and I got 
a 5 in Maths, which I found really difficult. Overall I’ve got what I need to go and study 
mechanical engineering at level 3."

Darcie: “I’m pleased with most of my results – for example my English grade. Even the 
couple of results that I’m a bit disappointed with, I know I can go on to study at college 
and work hard to keep improving.”
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On Thursday 19th September, the Ark Kings Hawks played 
their first football game of the season in a ‘friendly match’ 
versus Ark Victoria. On our grassroots pitch, the boys started 
the season strong dominating possession in the early exchanges. 
However, it was Victoria who struck first with a well-hit shot, 
the boys rallied and got a goal back coming from Abuzahr. The 
boys continued their domination of possession and added a 
second through Diego and a third (his second) from Abuzahr. 
The game finished with Victoria grabbing a late goal but Kings 
finishing victorious winning 3-2.

Sport News

Ark Kings Hawks 3-2 Victory 
Over Ark Victoria

On Thursday 26th September, we saw Ark Kings Hawks 
Netball team playing their first fixture of the year. The girls 
went 2-0 down against an Ark Victoria’s team composed 
of mainly boys however, once the girls had settled into the 
game they fought back to win the game 5-2.

Ark Kings Hawks 5-2 Victory 
against Ark Victoria

The Team:
Emily, Amelia, Aleena, Caitlin, Imogen, Nadia, Vicky,
Chloe (Player of the match)

Year 9 Hawks victory over St John Wall Catholic School
It is my great pleasure to inform you that the year 9 Hawks were victorious over a strong St John Wall side! The boys started well 
with captain Kai, leading from the front with a calmly finished effort. St John Wall snuck one back with an opportunistic effort. 
The rest of the game was dominated by the Hawks! Striking back with a superbly hit penalty from Ewan, I think their keeper is still 
picking it out of the net! The boys made chance after chance but struggled to convert as St John Wall defended desperately. The 
boys gave everything! They showed outstanding character proving that there is no substitute for hard work and playing for each 
other!
 
Year 9 Hawks are:
Shay, Teon, Mackenzie , Kai, Ashon, Elijah, Syl, Kai, Jaden, Ewan, Kanye, Kyle, Muhammad

On 17th - 21st October 2019, Rohan entered the ICO World Championships where he competed in 4 categories and won 2 
golds and 2 silvers medals.

Rohan at ICO World Championships

Rohan will compete at the ICO World Championships every year until he is 18. He is hopeful to 
continue and compete at regional, national, European and finally world level for Team England. 

Ark Kings Academy would like to congratulate 
Rohan on his achievements at the ICO World 
Championship.

“Like any person who excels in any particular 
thing I have belief in my own ability to reach the 
top one day.” - Rohan, Yr9
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Dates For Your Diary

28th October 2019 - 1st November 2019 Autumn Half Term Break (No school for students)
04th November 2019 - Start of Autumn 2 Term for students
02 November 2019 - 08 November 2019 National Parliament Week
04 November 2019 - 08 November 2019 Year 11 English & Maths mocks
11 November 2019 -  Remembrance Day
11 November 2019 - 15 November 2019 Anti-bullying Week
18 November 2019 -  Skills Show NEC (Year 10 trip)
19 November 2019 -  Compass Conference
20 December 2019 -  Year 11 Parents Evening (Reports)
22 November 2019 -  Photo Day for students (AM primary, PM Secondary)
29 November 2019 -  Teacher Training Day (No school for students)
02 December 2019 - 13 December 2019 Year 7 - 10 Assessment Week
05 December 2019 - International Volunteer Day
10 December 2019 - Human Rights Day
11 December 2020 - 13 December 2020 London Trip (Year 10)
17 December 2019 -  Christmas Concert
18 December 2019 -  Year 8 & Year 10 Parents Evening
20 December 2019 -  Student Reports (year 7 - 10)
20 December 2019 - Achievement Assembly

Below is a list of key dates of up coming events to bear in mind.

“Being is Believing”
Place2Be Event

I want to thank all who were involved and all 
who supported ‘Being is Believing’. 

What is ‘Being is Believing’? 

‘Being is Believing’ is a showcase for Place2Be, 
and we asked Ark Kings to be involved be-
cause of our longstanding relationship with the 
school. It was also a celebration of our shared 
values which recognises the commitment of  Mr 
Punton and his Staff through their support of 
the Mental Health and Wellbeing of the pupils. 

We had a variety of speakers from Miss Jacques 
(Student Support Manager), Mr Punton, Cath-
erine Roche (CEO Place2Be),  Patrick Johnstone 
(Director of Learning, Place2Be) and Mrs Shaw 
(School Project Manager, Place2Be). We were 
supported by amazing musical performances by 
a variety of pupils who indeed became a talking 
point after the event for their passion and ability 
and finally, we were very fortunate to hear from 
some pupils who had used Place2Be. 

‘Being is Believing’ is a showcase that Place2Be 
use to promote the charity to other schools and 
current and potential donors. We use ‘Being 
is Believing’ to strengthen relationships with 
the school but also with local, national and 
international business. We had representa-
tives from Deloitte (auditors), Pinsent Mason 
(lawyers), CET, The Phoenix Group (insurers) 
and Spurgeons. We hope to work with some of 
these companies shortly to open up a possible 
partnership with the school to benefit the pupils. 
I know some of the attendees were very touched 
by the performances and the speeches by the 
young people involved. 
As the West Midlands Cluster Manager for 
Place2Be, I feel very proud that we are at Ark 
Kings and would like to thank again the school 
and especially the pupils who did such a fantas-
tic job! 

Neil Harrison 
Cluster Manager West Midlands | Place2Be

Catherine Roche
Chief Executive Officer | Place2Be


