
 
 

Secondary Newsletter  

 

13th September 2022 

 

Dear Ark Kings Families, 

We are looking forward to welcoming your children back to Ark Kings after an unusually 

warm and lengthy Summer. The secondary team at Ark Kings Academy have been 

working hard to ensure that we have a smooth return to school after the holidays and we 

have started the term with an intense 7 days of training with our new colleagues 

completing a comprehensive induction.  

Part of our school improvement has been the determination of our school vision and 

values, ensuring that these best reflect our school and its community. After consultation 

our new vision reads as. 

Vision 

At Ark Kings Academy, every individual will develop the character to thrive in 

life, education and employment. 

 Through consultation it was also resolved that our academy values would be: 

Values 

Wisdom. Resilience. Kindness. 

 

These values represent our school's highest priorities and deeply held beliefs. They 

transcend religious and cultural differences and express our common humanity. Our 

values will enable members of our community to do the right thing and do their best 

work, even when no one is looking. 

Sadly, as I write this, the country is in mourning and we are coming to terms with the 

loss of HRH Queen Elizabeth II. As a staff body we reflected today on the virtues that the 

Queen is most associated with, her unerring sense of duty and service. I think that we 

can all also agree that she presented the Ark Kings academy values of ‘Wisdom. 

Resilience and Kindness’, in abundance, she will undoubtedly, be sorely missed. 

As part of our commitment to continuous school improvement the secondary leadership 

team and I completed 2 days of action planning to ensure that we are ready with what 

we need to do this year. As described by Mrs Brasenell in her newsletter earlier this week 

priorities include: behaviour, attendance, SEND, personal development and 

safeguarding. 

As part of this process our Praise, Rewards and behaviour policy has now been written, 

taking into account new guidance from the DfE (September 2022), released in the 

Summer, and also the new academy vision and values. An important feature of the DfE 

guidance is how it describes the need for clear routines that are shared with students and 

how these are important in ensuring that school is a safe and enjoyable place to learn 

and work. Our policy now includes detailed explanations of the routines that we use 

across the academy which include before and after school. Below is an example of one of 
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the routines that we have recently added, please practice this with your child in readiness 

for their return! 

 

 

Another area of the behaviour policy that has been changed are the expectations around 

mobile phones. I must emphasise that mobile phones are extremely detrimental to the 

learning environment, pose a safeguarding risk and are often at the centre of bullying 

and peer to peer disputes. We recognise that a mobile phone is an important feature of a 

pupil’s life and allow them to be carried by pupil’s provided they are turned off and placed 

in their bag or a zipped pocket where they cannot be seen. It is essential that you remind 

your child of these rules as confiscated phones will be stored in our office for return on a 

Friday afternoon. Adults that collect confiscated phones will be expected to read and sign 

our mobile phone policy. I will be presenting the new behaviour policy to parents at a 

forthcoming Kings Counsel (see schedule below) to explain the rationale behind the 

changes we have made. 

Further changes to the way the academy operates include our attendance procedures, 

from the start of term the arrangement is that: 

At 9.30am a first day absence text will be sent to the families of all absent pupils – the 

text will direct parents to call the school or email the secondary absence email account.  

Please note that all parents should now use the central absence email account 

secondary.attendance@arkkingsacademy.org or leave a voicemail on 0121 459 4451 

before 9am when reporting an absence this is to ensure that we can, if necessary, respond 

quickly. 

Like most families the academy is also having to adapt to rising inflation and the increase 

in the cost of living. As an academy we have managed to reduce the impact of this to a 

minimum however we will no longer be able to provide a drink with our ‘meal deal’. We 

will, of course, ensure that there is water available to all our students however we also 

advise that students have a water bottle with them so that they can keep themselves 
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hydrated throughout the day. Fountains are available for students to refill during lunch 

and break times. I would also like to take this opportunity to remind families that the 

academy does not allow drinks that are high in caffeine and sugar. There is considerable 

research that highlights the negative effects that high levels of sugar and caffeine can 

have on a child’s working memory, behaviour and mental health. 

During the holidays Ark Kings welcomed its new Year 7 cohort hosting a successful 

Summer School event. It was great to see our new pupils so enthusiastic about “big 

school”. They were a credit to their families with staff commenting on: how well they 

adapted to the new routines, made new friends and enthusiastically embraced all of the 

activities. Wisdom, resilience and kindness, in plentiful supply!  

Additionally, Mr Mitchell our new KS3 Phase Leader took a group of Year 8 and 9 

students to Norfolk to experience the joy of sailing. I am sure that you will agree after 

seeing the photos below that it looked a wonderful experience that we look forward to 

repeating, next year.  

 

   

 

  



 

Finally, I hope that you have enjoyed the extended break and that your child feels 

refreshed, rejuvenated and ready to continue their learning journey at Ark Kings 

Academy. 

 

Mr D Richards,  

Secondary Principal 

 

 

Dates for Student Return 

Date Attendees 

Wednesday 14th September Year 7 students only 

Thursday 15th September Year 7 and Year 11 students 

Friday 16th September  All secondary students 

 

Kings Counsel Schedule (Autumn 1 Half Term) 

Friday 23rd September (14:00 to 15:30) 

at the Ark Kings Primary site 

Our Vision 2022-23 

(Mr D Richards & Mr J Taylor) 

Friday 30th September Time and 

location to be confirmed  

Rewards, Praise and Behaviour Policy 

(Mr D Richards & Mr T O’Brien) 

 



 

Secondary Years Uniform 

Year 7 - 11 

 

At Ark Kings Academy we take pride in ourselves – an outward sign of this is our uniform and 

presentation.  

 

Our policy for school uniform is based on the notion that school uniform: 

 

• Promotes a sense of pride in the school  

• Provides a sense of community and belonging  

• Is practical, affordable and smart 

• Identifies the children who attend the school 

 

Uniform: Year 7-11 

 

      

Black blazer 

with purple 

trim and our 

academy logo 

(compulsory) 

Formal white 

collared shirt 

buttoned to 

the neck, long 

or short 

sleeved 

Ark Kings 

Academy grey 

striped tie  

 

Grey fine knit 

V-neck 

jumper with 

purple stripe 

(optional) 

Black trousers or school skirt 
No leggings, jeans or jogging bottoms 

No stretch lycra or tight fitting material 

No external buckles, rivets, zips or logos 

Skirts must be at least knee-length and 

A-line. Leggings or trousers must not be 

worn with skirts 

PE Uniform: Year 7 - 11 

 

 
  

 

 

Purple polo shirt 

with academy 

logo 

Plain black shorts or black jogging 

bottoms 

Plain black or 

white socks 

Plain black or white 

trainers 

 

Footwear Black school shoes 

 

Shoes should be black formal shoes 

(only). 

 
Trainers are not permitted and will not be 

allowed. Sports branded items will not be 

permitted. 

 

Pupils are not permitted to wear boots 

inside the school building (in bad weather 

these can be worn to and from school). 



 

Equipment 

 

Students are expected to come to school daily fully equipped for their learning with the following 

items 

 

 

  

  

 

Ark Kings 

School Bag 

School Planner 

(provided) 

Pencil Case Black Biro 

Pen (x2) 

Red 

Biro 

Pen (x2) 

 

Pencils (x2) 

 

 

 
 

  

Ruler (30 cm) Eraser Scientific 

Calculator 

Water Bottle 

(Refillable) 

  

Accessories 

 

- Plain black or white socks or black tights 

- Only headscarves worn for religious reasons will be permitted – these should be plain black 

- Only a wristwatch, one pair of studded earrings and religious jewellery may be worn 

- Hooped earrings and nose rings are not allowed 

- Hair must be of a natural colour (Long hair should be able to be tied back) 

- Hairstyles must be appropriate e.g. no Mohicans, tramlines, shaven partings or eyebrow 

designs 

- Simple hairbands/clips in academy colours (black, grey, white, purple, gold) may be worn 

- Makeup should be discreet and appear natural 

- False eyelashes, false nails will not be permitted 

- Baseball or snapback caps will not be permitted.  

- Hoodies are not permitted to be worn on site. 

 

Adaptations 

In cold weather, particularly in the winter months, children are expected to wear a smart plain 

jacket or coat and are permitted to wear a hat/ear-muffs, scarf and gloves. These items 

should be removed before entry into the school building. 

 

On hot days, all children are expected to wear full uniform (although not jumpers). Any 

reasonable adjustments for pupils with disabilities should be discussed with school leaders. 

 

Please ensure that all items of uniform are clearly named. 
 

 



 

Uniform Provider: 

Our branded uniform can be purchased from Clive Mark Uniform Shop 

38-40 Poplar Road, Kings Heath, B147AD. 0121 444 7623 or online at  

www.clivemark.co.uk  

 

In addition, high street shops or supermarkets can be used to purchase items as we do not require 

our school logo on many items of uniform. 
 

 

Key Dates – Autumn Term 2022 

 

14th September 2022 - Year 7 First Day 

15th September 2022 - Year 7 and 11 

16th September 2022 - All pupils return 

19th September - 23rd September - Yr7-10 Baseline Assessments 

5th October 2022 - Year 7 & 11 Parents' Meeting with Form Tutors 

5th October 2022 – Laptop distribution 

21st October 2022 - Ark Network Day 

31st October - 11th November 2022 - Year 11 Mock Examinations 

11th November 2022 - Ark Moments: Remembrance Day 

24th November 2022 - Ark Moments: ArkHack 

28th November - 9th December - Yr 7-10 Autumn Assessments 

2nd December 2022 - Teacher Training Day 

12th December - 16th December 2022 - Re-teach week (7-10) 

13th December 2022 - Year 11 Reports and Parents' Evening 

16th December 2022 - Last Day of Term 

19th December 2022 - 2nd - January 2023 - Christmas Holidays 

Secondary Phase:  

Shannon Road, Birmingham, B38 9DE 

Tel: 0121 459 4451 

 

Email: info@arkkingsacademy.org | Website: www.arkkingsacademy.org 

 

 

http://www.clivemark.co.uk/

