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Newsletter Summer Term Edition
May 2021

The Prime Minister has confirmed guidance changes as Coronavirus cases 
continue to drop in England. There are several changes in this guidance, and 
I have outlined the key areas that affect schools, below:

From Monday 17th May, the government guidance is that students no 
longer have to wear face coverings at school, but they may continue to so 
if they wish. Staff will continue to wear them in communal areas where 
social distancing may not be possible.

All other protective measures such as ventilation and social distancing 
remain in place. We will continue with weekly home testing of staff and 
students with those that have consented to control infection rates. Please 
see our Risk Assessment on our website for further information.

Covid-19 Testing
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Students aged 11 and over travelling on public transport must continue to wear a face covering throughout 
their journey to and from school. This face covering will not be provided by school so please ensure your 
child has one of their own for the journey. Our after-school activities will continue by adhering to government 
guidance. This means that clubs are specific to Year group bubbles and will be taking place outdoors. Details of 
clubs on offer will be detailed separately.

We want to continue to keep our school as safe as possible, and there are things we should continue to do to 
help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19, 

Do: 
• Wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds
• Use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available
• Wash your hands as soon as you get home
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze
• Put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards

Let’s all continue to follow the rules and look after our community. If you have any further questions please 
contact us at info@arkkingsacademy.org

Latest Guidance on Covid-19

PCR Tests

 If you report your child’s absence as any of the covid symptoms:

• Temperature
• New persistent cough
• Loss of taste and smell

You will be expected to book PCR for your child and will not be allowed back into school until we have seen evi-
dence of the results. Home test kits are not a substitute for PCR test and cannot be used if you display any of the 
above symptoms. Home test kits are for identifying asymptomatic cases to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
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As you are aware our school is now cashless.  We will shortly be opening our online shop to purchase uniform, 
replacement items such as laptop chargers and also pay for trips.  All students will need an account set up to be 
able to purchase items and take part in trips. This is in addition to the lunch system you currently use for your 
child. 

Please make sure that you have set up your child’s account by the 7th of June if you haven’t already done so. 

Our canteen operates a cashless system called iPayimpact. This system has improved our ability to serve food 
quickly and efficiently, reduced the amount of cash circulating within the academy and made the process of 
getting a school lunch easier for all students, especially those on Free School Meals.  

iPayimpact.co.uk is a simple, easy to use website, offering you a convenient and flexible way to make payments 
online, by debit or credit card, for all school purchases, reducing the need for your child to carry cash to school. 
No more looking for change every morning, funds are loaded directly into the system. Online payments
are quick and easy using debit or credit cards and it lessens the opportunity for bullying or cash being
lost in transit. 

This system allows anonymity for children with free school meals. Faster service at the tills allows your child 
more free time during lunch by removing large queues. Accounts are secure and safe with authentication 
provided by various methods including photo cards, swipe cards, proximity cards, and biometrics solutions.

You will have received a letter containing the Child Account Ref for your child, you can register by following 
these instructions:

iPayimpact

• Go to www.ipayimpact.co.uk and click on Register.
• Enter the Child Account Ref – as provided by the school for one of your children.
• Enter your Username – this is what you will use to log in to your account.
• Enter a valid email address and confirm it.
• Enter a Password that you will remember and confirm it.
• Answer the maths test - to prove you are human!
• Read and agree to the terms and conditions.
• Click on Register
• You will receive an email with an activation link. Click on the link or copy and paste the link into your

browser and this will activate your account.
• You can now log on to www.ipayimpact.co.uk
• When you first log in you will be asked to enter some personal details such as your name and address.

This is to ensure that you don’t have to keep entering these details when making a payment via the
secure site.
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Good News Stories

This is a lovely drawing by Katie in Y9, she has used 
pencil here and worked in the style of artist ‘Jonathon 
Woodward’

Katie has demonstrated accuracy of line and tone to 
create this beautiful drawing. Well done Katie!

Mrs L Critchlow
Teacher in charge of Art and Design

Art
Year 7 have been learning about Responsibility in the 
Community in Learning for Life lessons. This week 
they wrote some messages to the community based on 
the length of a Twitter message. 

The following students’ work is displayed: Gaby, Lisa, 
Holly, Ellaouise, Harley, Warren and Anastasya. Well 
done!

Ms J Tomkinson
Teacher of MFL

English

This week, English 
teachers of Years 9 and 
10 have been blown away 
by how brilliantly these 
year groups have adapted 
to remote learning via 
Teams. Students in Years 
9 and 10 have worked 

Modern & Foreign Languages

English

This week, our Year 11 
students have been completing 
their final exams in the hall, 
contributing towards their 
final GCSE grades. The first 
exam that students sat was 
English on the text Macbeth 
by William Shakespeare.

 The students worked 

extremely hard in their exam and conducted 
themselves with maturity and determination.
 
All of the Year 11 English teachers are exceptionally 
proud of them. Well done! 

Ms Jones
Director of English & Literacy (SLT Secondment)

hard while studying online, learning about topics 
such as Jacobean attitudes to the supernatural and 
metaphorical journeys in poetry. A huge shout out 
to teachers and students who have all worked so 
hard on their English this week! 

Ms Jones
Director of English & Literacy (SLT Secondment)
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At Ark Kings Academy, we feel strongly about activities outside of the classroom that can support students in 
their applications for post-16 education. This year we are offering all the students in year 9 the opportunity 
to participate in an overnight walking and camping experience.  If your child would like to participate in the 
Bronze D of E Program this will also count as their training and practice expedition. The dates for the trip are  
Thursday 15th- Friday 16th July 2021.

The trip will require the students to walk from school to our campsite at Pikes Pool near Bromsgrove, camp 
overnight and then return to school by an alternative route on the second day. Students will be following a 
pre-planned route under supervision of a member of staff on both days. Further information available from 
Ms L Adshead or Mr R Sallis. 

As part of the new Department of Education statutory guidance on Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
we have updated our Learning for Life curriculum to ensure that it is compliant. This has required an update 
to the RSE Policy to incorporate the new curriculum.  The updated policy can be located here https://ark-
kingsacademy.org/page-strips/our-policies-18. 

If you have any questions or comments on the new policy you can email them to Mrs R Chalk: Assistant 
Principal – Personal Development (r.chalk@arkkingsacademy.org) by Wednesday 9th June.

Year 9 Adventure Camp

New RSE Policy

Improving attendance is a whole academy initiative. Helping to create a pattern of regular attendance is 
everybody’s responsibility including parents, pupils and all members of academy staff. Attendance data is 
monitored from the beginning of each academic year and also from the beginning of each half term. By 
tracking the attendance data in this way, the academy is able to monitor and reward improvements and to take 
swift action if a pupil’s attendance is below the targeted level. Attendance is also monitored at different levels: 
individual pupils, form group/class, year group and whole school.

The diagram below highlights the whole academy approach to attendance monitoring and intervention:

97 - 100% 95 - 96.9% 93 - 94.9% 90 - 92.9% 0 - 89.9%

Outstanding!
You have missed less 
than one week over 
the academic year.

You are setting 
yourself up for the 

best chance of great 
results!

Time to change:
You have missed two 
weeks over the aca-

demic year – that’s 60 
lessons!

Make sure you start 
catching up on your 

work now!

Risk of under-
achievement:

You have missed 
three weeks over the 

academic year – that’s 
90 lessons!

If this continues your 
progress and attain-

ment will likely suffer.

Severe risk of under-
achievement:

You have missed a 
whole month of school 

this year – that’s 120 
lessons!

If this continues your 
attainment will drop.

Extreme concern:
You have missed 

more than a month of 
school this year.

If this continues it will 
be extremely difficult 

for you to catch up 
and achieve ARE and 

your full potential.

Attendance Matters

In order to promote high levels of attendance and to recognise individual and collective high percentage 
attendance or improvement, the academy uses a range of rewards and positive reinforcement strategies. 
Displayed pupil attendance data is ‘reset’ to 100% each half term, in order to promote pupils’ aspirations towards 
attendance and give every child the opportunity to participate in the ‘100% club’.

Our Reward scheme has restarted for the final term of the academic year. Who will win the 100% Attendance 
Awards in July?
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Learning for Life Curriculum Overview 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

KS3 

Year 
7 

Welcome to Ark 
Kings How am I changing? My Future and Where Am I Going? My Place in the Community 

An introduction to the 
systems and processes 
at Ark Kings.  

This topic will include 
bullying and the traits 
of strong relationships 

How we can look after 
ourselves (including 
controlling emotions, the 
link between physical and 
mental health, dental health 
and personal hygiene during 
puberty.) 

An introduction to the careers program in school. 

Getting students to identify a range of careers that could 
be possible and the variety of routes that are available to 
reach these careers.  

The roles of public institutions and voluntary 
groups in society and the ways in which citizens 
can work together to improve the community.  

This will also include the safe use of IT including 
managing their data and how it is stored and how 
to use privacy filters.  

What to do if they encounter harmful content 
online.  

Year 
8 Diversity in Society My Place in Society My Health & Happiness 

Developing students understanding of prejudice and 
how this can link to abuse. The effect of social media 
on prejudice, stereotypes and discrimination. How 
stereotypes can cause damage or normalise non-
consensual behaviour. 

Looking at the UK political system and how we are 
affected by the voting system. The role of free press and 
civil liberties.  

The idea of a personal “brand” and how to protect this in 
society with clear links to social media.  

Considering the link between mental and 
physical health and what it means to be happy. 
The impact of social media on self-image.  

This will also consider the role of immunisation 
and vaccines and the use of legal and illegal 
substances 

Year 
9 Law in Society Health and Self-care Consenting relationships 

The nature of the rules and laws in society and the role 
of the police and courts in the justice system. 

Assess and manage risks in relation to financial 
decisions they may face and the issues and impacts of 
gambling. 

 Developing the links between mental and physical health 
by looking at triggers for self-harm and eating disorders 
and the impact of sleep. How to control the triggers (e.g. 
mindfulness)  

Considering the role of mutual respect, regardless of 
differences.  

Basic first aid including CPR 

What is meant by an intimate relationship, 
different levels of intimacy, the right to delay 
intimacy and the consequences of intimate 
relationships.  

What is meant by harassment and stalking, the 
laws around intimate relationships and the 
importance of consent. The impact of viewing 
harmful content online and creating unrealistic 
expectations on relationships.  

The legal status of marriage and the importance 
of long-term relationships.  

Considering the impact of making and sharing 
explicit or illegal images 
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Learning for Life Curriculum Overview 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

KS4 

Year 
10 My Place in the wider community Safe and Healthy Relationships Health and Wellbeing 

Building on the work in year 8 about UK politics to 
consider the UK constitution and parliamentary 
workings. The relationship of the UK with the EU, 
Commonwealth and UN.  

Recognise and manage financial decisions and where 
to access financial guidance, as well as how their data 
is stored and the impact of GDPR. 

Building on work from year 9 on intimate relationships by 
looking at STI’s, contraception and pregnancy. Including 
miscarriage and the choices once pregnant. Looking at 
the role of parents in child rearing and that marriage/ 
long term relationships should be entered freely and 
without coercion.  

Looking at the long- and short-term consequences of 
substance use and how this links to sexual behavior. The 
impact of sexual harassment and how to seek assistance, 
as well as the legality of sharing intimate images and the 
impact of pornography.  

 Developing the knowledge of mental health 
further by looking at common mental health 
issues and how to promote emotional wellbeing. 
Considering the difference between helpful and 
unhelpful criticism and how to deal with both. 

How to access the NHS without the need for an 
adult and how to self-examine for breast and 
testicular cancers.  

Year 
11 

What happens 
when I leave Ark 

Kings 

My rights and 
responsibilities Wellbeing during Exams 

Assistance on 
completing and 
submitting college 
applications and a 
reminder on the 
different pathways that 
are suitable post-16  

Looking in depth at the legal 
system in the UK can deal 
with complex problems and 
the legal rights and 
responsibilities around 
equality. The impact of 
human rights and 
international law and how 
to stay safe abroad. How 
they can contribute to their 
wider community.  

Combining all the work completed in year 7 -10 around 
mental and physical health and being able to apply this to 
their own physical and mental wellbeing during the mock 
examinations and in preparation for the summer 
assessment window.  

Health & Wellbeing 

e.g. Physical, mental & dental
health

Relationships 

e.g. families, friendships, bullying,
intimate relationships and being a parent

Living in the Wider World 

e.g. Careers Guidance, online safety,
financial guidance and British Values.
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Dates For Your Diary

28th May 2021 - 4th June 2021 Summer 1 Half Term Break (No school for students)

7th June 2021 - Staff Training Day (Home Learning for students)

8th June 2021 - Start of Summer Term 2

2nd July 2021 - Staff Training Day (Home Learning for students)

21st July 2021 End of Summer Term

22nd July 2021 - 1st September 2021 Summer Holidays 

2nd September 2021 - 3rd September 2021 Staff Training Day (Home Learning for students)

6th September 2021 - Start of Autumn Term 1

Below is a list of key dates of up coming events to bear in mind.

Staff Farewell

We say farewell to Mrs Suddery (SSM Year 7) who leaves us today to join a new school closer to home. We send 
our best wishes to her for the future.

Staff Welcome

We would like to congratulate and welcome Mr Mitchell to the Ark Kings family. He has joined us as Head of 
Geography. Also a warm welcome back to Mrs Stevenson Assistant Principal, who is back from maternity leave. 
We also welcome Mr Beardmore as our new Year 7 Student Support Manager. Mr Beardmore has previously 
been working in the Primary Phase.

Welcome to you all!

Half Term Holiday

We would like to wish all of our pupils and families a very happy and restful half term holiday. See you all back 
in school on Tuesday 8th June. 

Don’t forget Monday 7th June is Staff Training day, home learning for students.

Stay Safe!




