
“ASPIRE. EXPECT. ACHIEVE. TOGETHER.” 1

Newsletter Winter Edition
December 2019 

Fundraisers from Ark Kings Academy enjoyed a successful sleepout on Friday 29th 
November 2019.

We braved the cold (down to -2C) but kept warm with our temporary shelters and many 
layers. We heard the CEO of St Basil’s speak who said that over 4,400 young people 
from Birmingham accessed their services last year. Their sleepout is one of their main 
incomes. If you would like to donate, please follow the link below, or to read more about 
St Basils, there is also a link to their website.

• https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ArkKingsAcademy
• https://stbasils.org.uk/

Mr Brocklebank

Ark Kings at St Basils 
Birmingham Big Sleep Out
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International Volunteer Day
On Thursday 5th December 2019, staff hosted a cake sale and a 
‘Random act of Kindness’ stall as part of Volunteers Day. 

This was well supported by staff and students. The raffle for 
Kevin the Carrot was drawn and the lucky winner was Mandy 
Chetwynd! Mandy has kindly donated Kevin to the SEN room, 
therefore he will be remaining a member of the Kings family 
and staying in school!

A huge thank you for all the donations and support shown
during Volunteers Day. With your help, we have managed to 
raise an amazing total of over £120 which will go towards St 
Basils Charity.

Ms A Rafiq

Meet Our Place to be Counsellors
My name is Sophie and I am studying for a dual 
masters qualification at Newman University to 
become an Integrative Adult and Child Psycho-
therapist. I have worked with children for many 
years in different settings and I’m very much 
looking forward to my role as a Counsellor with 
Place2Be here at Ark Kings.

Sophie | Place2Be Counsellor

Hello, I’m Gemma and I recently started working 
with Place2Be as a counsellor. Life can be tricky to 
navigate at times, and I’m looking forward to sup-
porting students at Ark Kings Academy through any 
obstacles they may be facing. 

My journey so far has taken me from working in 
London and New York as a knitwear designer to 
retraining as a counsellor in Banbury! I look forward 
to meeting those of you who come to Place2Be and 
being a part of your journey. 

Gemma | Place2Be Counsellor

I’m Sarah, Place2Be Counsellor and I’m really looking forward to meeting and supporting students in their journey through 
Ark Kings School.  

My background includes working as a teacher for 14 years in the Midlands and as a counsellor for NSPCC/ChildLine service.  
Previously, I have lived and worked in London where my current role as a counsellor still takes me on a weekly basis. I also 
have a keen interest in Art, The Outdoors and Travelling.   I look forward to meeting new students soon through the Place2Be 
Counselling Service. 

Sarah | Place2Be Counsellor

On Tuesday 17th December we held our Academy Christmas Concert. We had a se-
lection of soloists, choir and band items that were warmly received by a ‘full house’ 
of parents, friends and governors. These performances included many Christmas 
songs and cover versions of popular songs. The wealth of Music talent we have in 
school across all year groups was plain to see and Mr Bull and Mr Collier were re-
ally pleased how the students ‘stepped up’ and produced their best performances for 
the evening. 

It was also lovely to see students working together across year groups in many items.  
Their confidence in performing, the support for one another and their musical 
talent is improving every time they perform. The Christmas Concert is one of our 
special everts of the year and it was a great success once again. 

Christmas Concert
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Events from the Primary Phase

Hello, I’m Gemma and I recently started working 
with Place2Be as a counsellor. Life can be tricky to 
navigate at times, and I’m looking forward to sup-
porting students at Ark Kings Academy through any 
obstacles they may be facing. 

My journey so far has taken me from working in 
London and New York as a knitwear designer to 
retraining as a counsellor in Banbury! I look forward 
to meeting those of you who come to Place2Be and 
being a part of your journey. 

Gemma | Place2Be Counsellor

Year 6 trip to West Midlands 
Fire Service

Flat Stan First Aid Year 5 Buddies Project

BBC Children in Need

Year 5 visited Ark Tindal Primary to meet Dave Gaudner, World’s Strong-
est Man, to launch his Buddies Project. Year 5 enjoyed meeting him and 
learning about his world records and how he helps others to overcome 
their fears with a strong anti-bullying message. Year 5 are looking forward 
to returning next week to work with Year 5 pupils from Tindal. 

On the 25th and 26th of November, pupils from Recep-
tion to Year 6 had the opportunity to learn lifesaving 
skills by taking part in Flat Stan First Aid Workshops. 
Approximately 70,000 Primary age children have already 
benefitted from the Flat Stan First Aid Workshops across 
the UK.

Year 6 had a great day taking part in the Smart Choices programme at 
the Safe Side Village. The programme focuses on helping the children ap-
preciate the hazards and risks in everyday life scenarios and their role in 
making informed choices.
The children took part in activities in 4 zones within the village, each 
focusing on potential risks and consequences and how they could make 
situations safer for themselves and their family and friends.

Thank you for your support. We’ve managed to raise 
£522.95.
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Dates For Your Diary

Monday 23rd December 
2019

- Friday 3rd January 2020 Christmas Holidays (No school for students)

Monday 6th January 2020 - Staff Training day (No school for students)
Tuesday 7th January 2020 - Thursday 13th February 2020 Start of Spring 1 Term for students (Students return to school)
Wednesday 15th January 2020 - Year 7 & Year 8  Parents Evening
Sunday 19th January 2020 -  World Religion Day
Monday 27th January 2020 - Holocaust Memorial Day

Saturday 1st February 2020 -  Saturday 8th February 2020 National Storytelling Week
Tuesday 11th February 2020 Safer Internet Day
Thursday 13th February 2020 -  Enrichment Day
Friday 14th February 2020 Teacher Training Day (No school for students)

Friday 14th February 2020 - Friday 21th February 2020 Spring Half Term (No school for students)
Monday 24th February 2020 - Thursday 2nd April 2020 Start of Spring 2 Term (Students return to school)
Wednesday 26th February 2020 - Year 11 Parents Evening and Reports

Thursday 5th March 2020 - World Book Day
Friday 6th March 2020 - Sunday 15th March 2020 British Science Week
Monday 9th March 2020 - Friday 20th March 2020 Year 7 - 9 Assessment Week
Monday 9th March 2020 - Friday 13th March 2020 Sports Relief
Saturday 14th March 2020 - Pi Day

Below is a list of key dates of up coming events to bear in mind.

Ark Kings Academy is proud to be in partnership with Magic Breakfast, providing healthy 
breakfasts to our pupils so that they are prepared for the day ahead. Research has shown a direct 
link between the breakfast habits of children and their educational attainment.

From 7th of January we will be providing a range of cereals, bagels and juice, free of charge for all 
students in the secondary phase. 

Venue: Kings Secondary Dining Hall
Time: 8:00 am - 8:20 am

Please note the options of a chargable breakfast will no longer be available. 

We hope you can join us.

Coming on the 7th January

Magic Breakfast Club


