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Mission Statement 

At Ark Kings Academy every student 

will make excellent progress, develop 

outstanding character and be 

successful in life, 

education and 

employment 

Well, Easter is nearly upon us and it seems fitting that we are moving into our new building.  Easter is an important 

date in the Christian calendar and is a celebration of new beginnings.  Well, this is exactly what we are about to  

embark upon!  The transition to the brand new building is a new opportunity and chapter in the life of the school 

from opening as Primrose Hill Secondary School in 1967, then Kings Norton High School in 1993 and finally       

becoming Ark Kings Academy in 2012. 

What a celebration of 50 years of schooling on this site to open the new school and then for Ark Rose to become 

part of our school later in the year. 

When we return after Easter we will arrange a number of open evenings when parents will be invited to tour our 

new school. The first of these being held on Thursday 27th April from 4.00 pm—6.00 pm.  There will be a short talk 

by myself at 4.15 and 5.15, light refreshments and then a tour around the building led by students.  I do hope you 

are able to join us and see the school where your children will be educated and looked after in the coming years. All 

the staff are incredibly excited about the privilege of working for your children in this  fantastic environment.  

As is befitting of a new building, we will be stepping up expectations of students to ensure every child can reach 

their full potential.  Your children deserve a first class education and now we will have a first class  environment to 

learn together in. 

When students return after Easter they will use the existing student entrance to the school.  If  you need to visit the 

school there will be a temporary visitors entrance which is where the students come into the site. This is temporary 

until the building is demolished, unfortunately there is also no on-site parking for visitors until the building is    

demolished. 

Can I take this opportunity to wish you a restful Easter break and I look forward to seeing the Year 11’s on Tuesday 

25 April at 8.25 a.m. in full school uniform and Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 on Thursday 27 April at 8.25 a.m. when we open 

the doors to our new school. 

 

Roger Punton 

Principal 
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EVENTS & TRIPS  
Ark Kings Safer Internet day 2017 

"At Ark Kings Academy we recognise the                 

importance of developing outstanding character 

online as well as offline. So, at the end of last term  

Ark Kings Academy marked Safer Internet Day 2017, 

joining young people across the UK to 'Be the 

Change' and unite for a better internet today. 

During the course of the day, KS3 students engaged 

in activities at the start of each lesson to explore their 

thinking around dilemmas they are increasingly likely 

to face. The result being students are better able to 

ensure they are acting safely, responsibly and      

positively when using technology."  

Mr Kolawole - Head of computing 

Greener Futures Trip—Solihull College 
 

“This week students from years 9, 10 and 11 travelled to Solihull college and university centre to   
participate in “Greener Futures”; a range of activates based in engineering, design and business 
with a focus on maximising sustainability, providing products and buildings suitable for future 
climates. Ark Kings students excelled working with students of different ages and backgrounds 
to create products and deliver presentations gaining valuable professional experience. Major  
employers from such companies as Ikea, National Rail, Lush and Mott Macdonald were also  
present and were impressed with the interpersonal skills demonstrated by our students, with 
one team coming first in the John Lewis product design challenge and Jaguar Land Rover      
expressing an interest in year 10 student Huzaifa Omran for a potential apprenticeship!” 

Mr Ward — Teacher of Science 
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Year 7 Residential Trip to Kingswood 
On Wednesday 15th February, year 7 embarked on their first residen-
tial trip  since joining Ark Kings Academy. At Ark Kings we strongly 
believe that learning outside the classroom is just as important as 
within, and soft skills are crucial for the success of students. One of 
the purposes of the residential to Kingswood is to allow the year 7  
students to bond with each other as a year group, with their form    
tutors, and other members of staff. The focus was in line with the year 
7 enrichment focus which is key experiences and personal                 
development, allowing pupils to enhance their interpersonal, social, 
teamwork and leadership skills. 

This year we took 116 students to King-
swood (and returned with 116 too). During 
our time at Kingswood we took part in a 
number of activities:  

climbing, zip wire, abseiling, laser tag, aero 
ball, nightline, team challenge, low ropes, 
team building challenge, assault course, 
campfire and disco.  

We had great food for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner as well as hot chocolate before bed. 
It was great to see  students relaxed and 
having fun, and being pushed out of their 
comfort zones. As staff we were absolutely 
shattered when we got back and hearing 
from the students they all felt the same and 
had a well-earned rest during the half term 
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Year 7 Residential Trip to Kingswood 

Overall I felt it was an absolutely fantastic trip with its ups and downs, 
lack of sleep, but ultimately really helped us to get to know the pupils 
and vice versa and we hope to see the interpersonal skills and resilience 
that we built during the trip resonate in school too.  

Well done year 7!! 

Mr A Rajani — Head of Year 7 

 

UKMT Region Team Challenge 

On Tuesday 7th March 2017, Ark Kings Academy 
entered a team into the UKMT Regional Team 
Challenge. The UKMT Team Challenge promotes  

mathematical dexterity, teamwork and communication 

skills. Altogether 26 schools entered their best 
mathematicians to compete in the challenge. Our 
representatives were CJ Fox & Aidan Jones (year 8) 
and Charlie Smith & Ruben Raybold-Bould (year 
9). The day comprised of 4 rounds, the first of 
which was the group challenge where the teams 
were presented with 10 questions and an hour to 
complete them. The second challenge was a cross 
number puzzle which challenged the pupils critical 
thinking and logical deductions as well as         
communication skills. The pupils then took part in 
the shuttle round and finally the relay in which 
pupils had to take turns to answer questions in 
pairs and then race across the room to get the   
answers checked by a member of staff. Overall a 
very entertaining day. Our pupils did extremely 
well finishing the highest we have ever done, and 
in the top half of schools. A massive achievement. 
Well done team. Further information about the 
challenge and types of questions can be found at 
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/team-challenges/.  

 

Mr A Rajani — Teacher of Maths 

 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/team-challenges/
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Tree Planting with the Heart of England Forest 

A group of 15 year 7’s attended a reward trip on 2nd March 2017. The pupils were chosen due to their outstanding  
attitude to learning and contribution to Ark Kings Academy. This trip gave them an opportunity to learn about   
conservation of forests and to actually plant trees, which in a few years will grow to be part of a Heart of England 
Forest in the West Midlands. The day began with a demonstration, after which pupils dug straight in. We learnt 
that when planting a tree you need to keep a bamboo stick adjacent to the tree to support and help it grow straight 
and a plastic tube to surround the tree to prevent the deer eating the tree. In a couple of hours we managed to plant 
150 trees which really impressed the organiser. In 20 years the trees will be fully grown and part of a bustling forest 
providing oxygen for our world. After lunch we had a tour of the forest and the tree nursery and learnt lots of inter-
esting facts about the Heart of England Forest and how they aim to plant 300,000 acres over the next few years. A 
massive thank you to our host Gary Kirkpatrick from the Heart of England Forest and The Phoenix Group for 
providing this opportunity to our pupils who had an amazing time. 

Mr A.  Rajani - Head of Year 7 

 

 
‘Hope’ The UK’s most performed Anti Bullying Performance!  Now celebrating it’s 10th year. 

"Hope" is the story of a beautiful and successful pop star returning to the town where she grew up for the first 
time in years.  A chance encounter between her and an old school acquaintance brings back painful memories 
of her childhood and the systematic abuse and bullying she suffered at the hands of a classmate.  It is a story of 
courage, self-empowerment and redemption. 

On 14th March students from year 6 at Ark Rose and years 7 & 8 at Ark 
Kings had the opportunity to watch this wonderful performance which 
was delivered by professional actors with the perfect balance of       
humour and education. 

Students learned about what it’s like for people being bullied, not only 
from the victims point of view but the life the bully had to live as well. 
They were exposed to real life issues that young people face on a daily 
basis. It was a great production and the engagement from the students 
was excellent, the expressions on their faces showed that the story  
really hit home and they understood the impact bullying may have on 
others.                                                                    

Miss J Cartwright— Student Support Manager for Year 7 
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Ark Kings celebrate World Book Day 2017 
 

World Book Day 2017 

This world book day we saw many amazing costumes and living 

classrooms. It was a real fun day for both the teachers and the    

students. 

For the students we also had a DNA pack for the start of each     

lesson. This pack included planning out a story and then writing one. 

At the end of the day we handed our booklets into our form tutors 

and then all the other teachers would read our stories and pick the 

best one. Once they chose one, the person who won would get a 

prize. 

We also had the living book competition which meant that the judges 

would have to look around all of the decorated form rooms and 

chose the best one for each year and then an overall winner. The  

winners were 9B, Mr Ward, with The Hungry Caterpillar and 11A, Ms 

Jesmin, they did a magical forest. This was a very fun way for     

students and teachers to get involved with world book day. This was 

also a way for students to do something hands on, where they could 

enjoy doing something with other students. Some other good form 

rooms were 10A, Mrs Lewis, who did Pirates of the  Caribbean, also 

8C, Mrs Critchlow, who did The Lorax. 

As well as all that, we had a costume competition. This was when the 

students and the teachers would dress up as there favourite book 

character. The teachers that won this were Ms Chalk who was 

dressed as Mrs Trunchbull and Mr Bull who was a gangster. The 

students who won were Kelsea Browne in year 10 who was dressed 

as a pirate and Demi Browne who was dressed up as the Mad    

Hatter. This was an amazing experience for both students and  

teachers to get out of their uniform for a day and to have fun and 

enjoy showing off their costumes. 

Overall, we had an amazing 2017 World Book Day. Everyone     

enjoyed doing the DNA's and writing their own stories, dressing u as 

their favourite characters and decorating their form room with help 

from their form tutors. Reading is very important because it helps us 

develop our brains and helps us update our literacy skills. It  will  also 

help us when we leave school and we start writing up our college 

applications. I can't wait until next years World Book Day! 

  Written by Beth Jones — 8B 
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    BOOK REVIEW 

Want to tell us 

about a book 

you’ve  read? 

Please speak to  

your English 

teacher and we 

will publish 

your review. 

Matilda 

Matilda is based around an intelligent, adventurous little girl that all she wants to do is read and 
go to school! 

The Wormwoods! 

The Wormwoods were Matilda’s parents, her dad was a car seller who sold cars for unfair prices 
and her mom was unemployed but went to bingo every day. She also had a brother, Mike, he went 
to school for the whole day! That meant Matilda was left alone …. That was the way she liked it! 

Her mom would always put something out for her to eat but she would never touch the revolting 
and putrid food. One night Matilda asked he parents for a book, they laughed horrendously as 
they sat pinned up to the TV eating their readymade meals. The next day Matilda was at home 
alone, as usual, she looked at a map and found the nearest library. A few days later Matilda was 
ready and set to start school “Crunchem Hall Primary” was the name. The schools name itself   
didn’t sound that intriguing, not one little bit! The children froze in shock? Frozen in horror?    
Frozen in disgust? Who knew, well for certain the Head Master didn’t seem the nicest. 

“Miss Trunchbull” One child screeched at the top of its lungs. “Ahhhh fresh meat…” said          
the  despicable woman darting bulging eyes at the innocent little girl.  

Written by Beatrice Derekson —  7B 
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Year 9 London Treasures Tour 

We took 78 Year 9 students to London for a three-day residential trip to   

discover some of the most famous London treasures!  

On Monday students were armed with a map of central London and followed 

a walking tour taking in sights such as St James Park, Trafalgar Square, The 

Mall, Houses of Parliament and Westminster Abbey. Two groups saw the 

Changing of the Guard and two groups were treated to a surprise viewing of 

The Queen and Prince Phillip leaving Buckingham Palace! As the sun started 

to set we went on a river boat cruise up the Thames and then joined the 

queue for the London Eye. All students took a ride of the London Eye - the 

perfect opportunity for selfies galore to the stunning backdrop of central 

London! 

Tuesday saw Year 9 students explore the Natural History Museum in small 

groups where students were particularly keen to discover the dinosaurs and 

mammals exhibitions. After a short walk through Hyde Park we arrived for 

our tour of Kensington Palace to experience what life would have been like 

for our historical royals. A highlight was certainly the new exhibition of Diana, 

Princess of Wales’ dresses housed in her former home. Back at the hostel 

students were treated to pizza, chilli and chips followed by group games and 

reflections of the day!  

Our final day started with dorm checks before we checked-out of the hostel 

and made our way into central London. Again, in small groups, students 

spent the morning exploring the Tate Modern gallery, home to world-famous 

works by Warhol, Monet, Rothko and Gormley, to name but a few.  Some 

students then sat by the Thames basking in the beautiful sunshine whilst  

taking in the skyline. The centrepiece of our London Treasures tour was a 

performance of ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ at Shakespeare’s Globe theatre. 

The cast really bought Shakespeare alive in a very energetic and fun          

performance dealing with many current issues including gender equality.  

We were hugely impressed at the way in which students worked closely   

together, supported each other away from home and represented Ark Kings              

outside of school.                                                       Mr D. Iliff—Teacher of MFL 
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Students’ visit to The Big Bang Fair at the NEC 

On Thursday 16th March, 36 Ark Kings Academy stu-
dents attended the Big Bang UK Scientists & Engineers 
Fair, the largest celebration of science, technology,          
engineering and maths (STEM) for young people in the 
UK. 

Over the course of three hours, students experienced 
an award-winning combination of exciting theatre 
shows, interactive workshops and exhibits and careers         
information from STEM professionals at the NEC. 

Not only did students see the exciting and rewarding  
opportunities out there for them with the right         
experience and qualifications, but a group of year 9 
students went one step further by winning the JCB 
competition, which involved assembling a disassem-
bled model in under 7 seconds! This was the best time 
in their age category (under 14’s). 

Mr M Kolawole — Head of Computing 
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Historians & Computer Scientists visit Bletchley Park 
 

On Monday 20th March 2017, Historians and Computer Scientists from Ark Kings Academy visited the home of 

Computing. Bletchley Park (Milton Keynes) is where Alan Turing and his colleagues undertook efforts during 

WWII to decipher the secret messages sent by the Nazis in order to win the war and save millions of lives.  

The day begun with an immersive workshop, students became code breakers themselves as they learned about the 

Enigma machine, which was designed by the Germans, but cracked by the Bletchley Park code breakers to learn 

what the Germans were signalling to each other and their allies. 

A self-guided tour saw our students visit the ‘huts’ a humble name given to the small bungalows where so much 

important work took place which defined the course of history. 

Ark Kings Academy would like to thank Bletchley Park and the all volunteers who help to provide a fantastic 

learning experience. 

 

Mr M Kolawole—Head of Computing 
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 Ark Great Debate National Competition 

On 28th March, 5 students were invited to attend the Ark Great Debate national competition, held in London at the 
English Speaking Union Headquarters. Ellie Joy, Herbie Stiles, Charlie Hockell, Hani Hamed and Tauseef Hussain 
battled through three rounds with other students who had come from Ark Academies across the country. The     
motions ranged from 'celebrities are bad role models' to 'police officers should carry weapons', and there was even a 
surprise round arguing for the funding of Britain's space programme! 

The final was clinched by students from Evelyn Grace Academy, but Ark Kings Academy didn't walk away empty 
handed. Charlie Hockell received a highly commended award for most improved speaker from round 1 to round 3. 
Ellie Joy also demonstrated real bravery and participated as part of a swing team, with students she had never met 
before. She won some chocolate treats too! 

If you would like to get involved in the debating club, look out for more information in next terms elective sign up.  

Mr E Colwell—Teacher of English 

Wasps Rugby 
 

Fit To Study 

 

 

 

 

We have had a group of year 8 and 9 boys     

attending a Wasps run after school club. The club 

takes place at Camphill RFC on a Thursday and 

the boys seemed to have really enjoy it so far. 

The boys have to work with pupils from different 

schools and have already made excellent progress. 

Not only has their rugby improved they have 

been fantastic ambassadors for the school,       

representing Ark Kings with pride. The sessions 

will continue after Easter and we hope to send 

even more pupils. The programme will build   

towards the boys playing in a tournament and 

will gain Wasps’ tickets and other goodies as a 

result of taking part.  

 

Ark Kings is taking part in an exciting new scientific 
research project called ‘Fit To Study’.  

 

Physical education has been shown to have positive   
effects on the brain and to improve cognitive                 
performance. A very exciting opportunity has presented 
itself to Ark Kings, and particularly the current year 7 
pupils, to be participants in exciting educational research 
within their PE lessons. The University of Oxford is   
carrying out research into the impact physical education 
has on fitness, wellbeing, cognitive function and          
academic attainment. The intervention is designed to fit 
around current PE lessons with pupils completing short 
focused tasks at the beginning of PE lessons designed to 
improve cognitive ability.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpbs.twimg.com%2Fprofile_images%2F820990332330541061%2F9vrfAYkK.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FFit_to_Study&docid=pZWDzvrzRcGYaM&tbnid=Mzb9BlF0pPg6vM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjbsfiPxYjTAhWsIMAKHUDzBbsQ
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Year 11’s are rewarded for their hard work during mocks 

Our Year 11 family have entered a critical stage on their journey to success. They sat their 
mock examinations either side of the February half term. Through this examination period 
each and every one of them showed self-determination and perseverance to ensure they 
challenged themselves to achieve the best possible grades. In the weeks running up to the 
mocks they attended extra study sessions in school and committed to home study. This 
even included 1, 753 hours on GCSE POD.  

Whilst the rest of the school had their assessment week, Year 11 followed a bespoke study 
timetable where pupils completed coursework and caught up in options subjects. During 
this week Year 11 also showed their leadership skills by running activities in the extended 
break and lunchtimes for Years 7-10. This included: Boxing, Film club, a football       
tournament, Chess Club, Art club, Board Games and helping with revision in the library. 
To reward the Year 11 for their dedication to not only their own study, but assisting 
younger students to succeed, we had two mystery activities on their timetable. 

The first mystery activity had our year group family walking up towards the Wast Hills, 
and arriving at Golf Bug. The pupils had a master class in the perfect swing from Mr  
Werner, then had the chance to practice their skills on the driving range. Some pupils were 
naturally talented at golf, and did really well despite it being the first time they had tried it. 
A few pupils are looking forward to using the driving range again on the weekends to   
perfect their new found golf skills. We even learnt about leadership skills in golf and how 
these can be compared to the business world. As Head of Year it was great to see so many 
smiling faces and pupil’s trying a new sport that they may have been apprehensive about 
beforehand. 

For the second mystery activity we set off walking down the canal….the students were  
extremely excited when they realised we were heading to RUSH trampoline park. This was 
a lovely way to end the week, the staff had organised activities such as dodgeball,          
basketball, jump the beam, gladiators and races down the long strips of trampoline.      
Students enjoyed showing off their gymnastic skills on the trampolines, which included 
performing flips into foam pits. After such a great time at RUSH, we will be looking into 
more reward trips for other year groups in the future.  

Miss L Readhead - Head of Year 11 
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Student & Staff News 
Year 7 Virtue Lessons—Relationships  

This term year 7 have been studying relationships in Virtue. They were given the challenge to write some   

poetry about friendships. Here are just a few examples of their work! 

Friendship 

Acrostic 

 

Funny 

Respectful 

Interactive 

Encouraging 

Never gives up 

Diamond 

Hearted 

Someone who 

cares 

Honest 

Inspiring 

Passionate 

 

By Max Lowe 

 

The one you can count on 

A friend is that one, 

The one you can always count on. 

No matter what the day brings, 

You will always be the kings. 

You’ll conserve everything together 

No matter what the weather. 

 

That one who brings a bond, 

So you know you’ll be together long, 

Funny times come and gone, 

The one you can always count on. 

 

By Ellie Cerfontyne 

Friends 

Friends are caring, 

Friends are fun. 

Friends like to play 

In the sun! 

By Kye Turner 

‘Till you wake 

 

‘Till you wake up in 

the morning 

‘Till you go to bed 

at night, 

When you have a friend to hold 

your hand 

Your heart won’t be full of 

fright. 

 

Someone there that you can talk 

to, 

Someone who loves you very 

much, 

Someone who lets you pour your 

heart out too. 

 

By Ellimae Beeson 

My Good Friend 

They make me who I am, 

They are the other half. 

They help me get through struggles, 

He is trustworthy. 

The relationship between us is endless, 

I can rely on you all the time. 

We love each other with all our hearts. 

You look after me 

You make me, me. 

 

By Tyler Mason 
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Some highlights from Year 10 students this half term 

Students visited Birmingham Nature Centre last term to start their GCSE coursework, with the title ‘Flora 

and Fauna.’  Students have responded by creating their own work based on both their own observational   

drawings, and inspiration from their chosen artists.   
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Tasty Morsels
Your guide to what is going on within 

This month Ark Kings and Cityserve took part in the St Basils Charity, Tomato and St Basils Soup week 
12th to 19th March to raise money to help young homeless people across the West Midlands. St Basils 
is this region’s largest charity working with young people aged 16 to 25 who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness exclusively in the West Midlands.

The City Kitchen team made some delicious tomato and basil soup served with homemade bread rolls. 
Some of the Ark Kings Students helped to serve the soup to fellow students and school staff. A 
donation  to the charity of £70.00 was raised.

The recipe for the soup made is as follows for four persons:
Ingredients
8 Ripe Tomatoes halfed 250 ml Chicken Stock
2 Red onions  chopped                                                                  2 Teaspoons Tomato Puree
4 Garlic Cloves   crushed                                                              1 Teaspoon Brown Sugar
1 Tablespoon of Olive Oil                                                              10 grams of Fresh Basil
1 Tablespoon of Balsamic Vinegar
Seasoning to taste
Method. 
1. Drizzle the tomatoes, red onions, garlic with the olive oil and balsamic vinegar and roast in the oven 
for 40 minutes. At gas mark 6 or 200 degrees.
2. Once roasted, add the tom puree , brown sugar and fresh basil to the tomato and red onion mix. Stir 
in. Place in a saucepan .
3.Blitz or blend the tomato, red onion and garlic mix to a smooth paste. Add the chicken stock and stir 
to a smooth consistency. Heat the soup through, adding any seasoning, salt or pepper to taste.
ENJOY!!
www.stbasils.org.uk/souperchallenge

Next month: Feature on the new kitchen and new menu launch
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Wednesday 5th April 2017   - End of Spring 2Term 

Thursday 6th April 2017— Wednesday 26th April 2017—Easter Holidays  

(longer holiday  dates due to new build) 

* Year 11’s will be in school from Tuesday 25th April for focussed revision sessions 

Thursday 27th April 2017   - Students in years 7, 8, 9 & 10 return to school for Summer1Term 

Monday 1st May 2017   - May Day Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 3rd May 2017   - Year 10 Parents Evening 

Tuesday 16th May 2017   - Parent Forum (3) - More information to follow on Launch events we  are going 

       to do with parents in the new build after Easter. 

Wednesday 17th May 2017   - Year 9 Options Evening 

Friday 26th May 2017   - End of Summer1Term 

Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd June is Summer half term break 

Monday 5th  June 2017   - Students return to school 

Monday 26th June 2017   - Year 7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 5th July 2017   - Induction Day at Ark Kings for Year 6 Students  

Friday 7th July 2017    - INSET Day (No students in school) 

Friday 21st July 2017    - End of Summer 2Term  

 

Keep Collecting Sainsbury's Active Kids Vouchers! 
 

A big thank you to everyone who is  

collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

Vouchers for the school.  Our current 

total stands at 1102 vouchers.     

Please keep collecting - the more vouchers 

we collect the more sports and cooking 
equipment we will receive for the students of 

Ark Kings to enjoy.  Keep on collecting over 
the half term. Please can you ask family, 
friends and neighbours who collect the 

vouchers to kindly donate them to the 

school.  

Thank you again for your continued support.  

Place your vouchers in this box which can be 

found in the lunch hall 


